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T  O    H  I  S 

ROYAL    HIGHNESS, 

FREDERIC 

Prince  of  \¥  ales. 

s  I  R, 

IN  prefuming  to  lay  the  following 
Work  before  Your  RoyaL-Highnels, 
I  am  encouraged  by  the  dignity  of 
the  fubjedl,  by  the  great  name  of  Taci- 
tus, and  by  the  fincerity  of  my  own 
heart,  confcious  of  honeft  and  loyal  in- 
tentions, and  fincerely  attached  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  Your  lUuHrious  Family,  as  well 
A  2  a* 
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as  unfeignedly  devoted  to  that  of  Your 
Perfon.  But  what  gives  me  higher  affu- 
rance,  is  a  perfuafion,  that  no  attempt  to 
lerve  and  vindicate  the  caufe  of  Liberty 
can  fail  of  being  countenanced  by  Your 
Royal  Highnefs.  Such  countenance  is 
worthy  of  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover, worthy  of  an  Heir  Apparent  to 
the  Britilh  Crown.  Since  this  Caufe  is 
the  noble  foundation  of  Your  Royal  Fa- 
ther's Government,  as  we  firmly  hope 
it  will  be  the  glory  of  Yours,  and  as  it 
is  indeed  the  genuine  glory  of  all  Princes, 
glory  arliing  from  a  true,  a  god-Hke 
fource,  even  the  well-being  of  Society 
and  the  general  good  of  man.  It  is 
what  all  good  and  wife  Princes  will 
purfue  as  the  fureft  bulwark  of  their 
Throne,  as  the  brighteft  ornament  in 
their  Crown,  and  the  befl  warrant  for 
future  praife. 

Indeed  ever  fuitable  to  the  fpirit  and 
reign  of  a  Prince  will  be  his  fame  when 
he  ceafes  to  reign.  After  his  death,  men 
will  ufe  him  as  he  in  his  life-time  ufed 
them,  with  refentment  or  applaufe,  with 

honour 
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honour  or  reproach.  A  Hving  Prince 
who  is  hated  may  be  flattered,  perhaps 
the  more  flattered  for  being  hated,  as 
flattery  is  often  no  more  than  a  difguife 
for  averfion,  '  at  leall  for  the  want  of 
affection;  and,  'the  groffer  it  is,  the  more 
it  anfwers  the  end.  Nay,  every  Prince 
in  the  world  would  furely  abhor  all  flat- 
terers, if  he  confidered  that  whoever, 
flatters  him  muft.  needs  aUb  contemn 
him  :  Since  it  can  never  be  luppoled, 
tliat  any  woald  venture  to  mificad  him 
by  vile  arts  to  gain  fehil'h  ends,  unlefs 
they  entertained  wichal  a  very  mean  opi- 
nion of  his  underllanding.  But  whtn 
death,  which  flatteiS  no  man,  has  bereft 
him  of  his  power  and  luftre,  when  he 
is  laid  low,  and  can  no  longer  terrify  or 
prefer,  flattery  which  only  followed  his 
fortune,  and  fliudied  to  deceive  him  for 
intcreft,  will,  like  all  falfe  friends,  de- 
fert  his  memory.  Then,  though  per- 
haps he  was  never  told  that  he  had  any 
faults  (whereas  from  fome  no:  man  was 
ever  exempt)  a  thoufand  will  probably 
be  objeded  to  him,  perhaps  with  many 
invidious  aggravations.  Even  they  v/ho 
A  3  had 
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had  £cd  him  with  conftant  incenfe,  and 
long  blinded  him  with  the  fmoke  of  it, 
inftead  of  now  vindicnting  one  whom 
io  lately  they  adored,  will  perhaps  join 
VA  the  cry  againii  him,  and  be  foremoil 
in  upbraiding  him  with  errors  which  they 
v/oald  never  fuiter  him  to  fee,  probably 
caufcd  him  to  commit, 

Siicb,  Sir,  J?  th'"  experience  to  be 
learned  fiom  Iliftory^^ucii  tl.e  ulefVil  lei- 
fciis  wincli  it  affords  to  Princes.  They 
will  there  fee  that,  where  fear  or  intereft 
governs  the  hearts  of  men,  guile  will  be 
iij>t  to  guide  tl^eir  tongues,  and  that,  as 
ic  is  in  the  power  of  Princes  to  hurt  or 
oblige  numbers,  there  w^ill  always  be 
numbers  ready  to  deceive  them;  and 
tliey  can  hope  to  hear  plain  truth  but 
from  very  fev/;  that  there  have  beea 
fome,  indeed  too  many,  who  feem  never 
to  have  heard  any  truth  at  all,  at  leaft, 
where  it  Vv^ as  of  any  importance  to  their 
duty  and  government,  tliough  it  fo  near- 
ly concerned  them ;  becauie  from  their 
licaring  or  not  hearing  it,  infinite  good 
Of  infinite  evii  was   to  vedound   to   their 
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people,  as  well  as  to  their  own  quiet  and 
fame. 

Hence  Hiflory  is  to  be  carefully  con- 
fulted  as  a  faithful  Monitor,  upon  which 
nor  awe  nor  hopes  have  any  influence  y 
.a  Monitor  which  nakedly  reprefents  the 
adlions  of  Princes  and  the  refult  of  thofe 
adions,  what  meafures  tended  to  their 
credit  and  eale,  what  to  their  angulfii 
and  difhonour  j  how  liable  they  are  to 
be  deceived,  how  readily  abandoned  by 
deceivers ;  liow  feveral  very  good  men 
proved  very  bad  Princes,  by  being  milled 
by  evil  fcrvants,  uica  as  carefully  de- 
prived them  of  the  counfel  and  affiilance 
of  the  heft ;  and  how  ditierently  men 
fpeak  of  Princes  and  to  Princes,  ho\T 
differently  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead. 
And  hence  may  be  (tZTi  the  apparent, 
the  precious  value  of  truth,  how  many 
have  been  undone  for  want  of  hearing  it, 
how  many  might  have  profpered  better 
had  they  known  it. 

From  Hiflory  a   Prince  will  difcern, 

that  a  Country  well  governed  does  well 

A    4  rev^ard 
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reward  and  fecure  Its  Governor,  but  that 
•by  evil  Government  he  is  precluded  from 
all  tranquillity  here,  and  from  any  ho- 
nourable name  hereafter :  That  what- 
ever defh'oys  his  people  is  deftrudive  to 
himfeif,  for  they  are  his  glory  and 
llrength.  So  that  in  taking  an  affec- 
tionate care  of  his  people  he  does  but  for- 
tify his  Throne,  of  which  they  are  the 
bell:  guards ;  does  but  procure  his  own 
eafe  and  flability;  and  purchafe  an  ex- 
cellent and  unperifiiing  name. 

It  will  be  there  learned  that  he  may 
indeed  find  men  to  ferve  him  even  where 
his  commands  are  unjuft;  but,  befides 
that  fervices  which  are  difliked  are  fel- 
dom  chearfuliy  performed,  they  who 
perform  them  will  firfl  or  lail,  to  excufe 
themfeives,  throw  all  the  blame  and 
fcandal  upon  him.  He  will  fiiid  that  of 
juft  commands  only  no  Prince  has  any 
caufe  to  be  afhamed ;  and  that  all  honefl 
iervices  every  honeft  man  will  be  for- 
ward to  execute,  all  men  ready  to  jufti- 
fy  :  That  between  the  intereft  of  a  Prince 
who  ads  juftly,  and  the  interefl:  of  liis 
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people,  there  can  never  be  any  compe- 
tition or  difagreement  :  That  whatever 
he  gains  from  them  unjuftly,  will  yield 
him  bitter  fruits ;  that  though  many  v/ill 
be  ready  to  humour  him  at  all  adven- 
tures, none  are  fit,  none  worthy  to  ferve 
him,  but  fuch  as  in  ferving  him  ftudy 
alfo  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds ;  that 
to  exhauft  or  opprefs  them,  to  vitiate  and 
debafe  them,  can  never  be  for  his  in- 
tereft,  nor  fuch  as  do  it  for  him  or  ad- 
vife  him  to  do  it,  his  real  fiiends  :  That 
whatever  mea  ures  of  his  injure  the  Pub- 
lic, muft  be  injurious  to  him,  and  that 
nothing  which  is  unjuft  can  bring  hiin 
any  real  advantage.. 

He  will  fee  that,  irr  the  nature  and 
ordinary  courfe.  of  things,  evil  counfels 
are  followed  bv  painful  confequences, 
and  that  no  purfuits  VN^hatever  which  are 
not  worthy  and  upright,  can  fecure  reft 
and  comfort  to  the  human  foul  :  That 
the  moft  fuccefsful  conquerors,  the  moft 
fortunate  wicked  men,  have  by  their 
wicked  counfels  been  bereft  of  all  calm- 
nefs  and  internal  felicity  (for,  other  than 
A  5  internal 
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internal  there  is  none"-  and  lived  under 
perpetual  iniecurity,  or  perpetual  ftrug- 
gles  and  anxiety  :  That  the  great,  the 
able  and  accomplifhed  Cfffar  was  often 
preiTed  hy  diftrels  and  defpair,  ready  to 
fly  his  Country,  threatened  with  being 
tried  and  condemned  as  a  Public  Crimi- 
nal, ready  to  fall  upon  his  own  fword  ; 
and  that  after  a  refllefs  life,  full  of  hur- 
ry and  perplexity,  full  of  fears  and  cares, 
he  periilied  juft  as  he  had  eftabliflied  his 
Tyranny,  though  with  it  he  could  not 
eftablifh  his  own  happinefs :  That  who- 
ever makes  numbers  unhappy  and  dif- 
contented,  cannot  expedt  to  be  eafy  and 
happy  himfelf :  That  happy,  truly  hap- 
py, is  he  who  does  good  to  all  men, 
who  caufes  whole  Nations  to  rejoice  and 
to  blefs  him  :  That  had  Caefar,  in  or- 
der to  preferve  and  fecure  I'ubiic  Liber- 
ty, done  what  he  did  to  deftroy  it,  had 
he  for  this  glorious  end  exerted  the  fame 
induftry  and  admirable  talents,  what  an 
amiable  charafter  he  had  been,  in  what 
fecurity  he  might  have  lived  !  or  that  he 
had  certainly  died  in  renown,  however 
he  had  died* 
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Iliftory  win  fhew,  that  the  moft  pow- 
erful Princes  in  the  world  ^row  infecure 
as  foon  as  they  grow  oppreffive  ;  when 
fe  great  a  Monarch  as  John  Bafilov/itz 
of  Mufcovy,  he  who  held  States  fo  vaft 
in  extent,  and  authority  without  bounds^ 
could  negotiate  as  he  did,  with  the  Em- 
baflador  of  our  greater  Queen  Elizabeth, 
(greater  becaufe  beloved,  and  obferving 
the  Laws)  for  a  retreat  and  protection 
in  England  under  an  apprehenfion  of 
being  expelled  from  his  own  Kingdom  y 
a  fate  which  he  daily  dreaded,  though 
he  had  many  flatterers  who  applauded 
all  his  oppreffions  and  errors,  efpecially 
his  extreme  bigotry  to  Saints  and  Maffes  : 
That  thus  infecure,  thus  miferablb  and 
fearful  did  the  rigor  of  his  Government 
and  overmuch  Power  render  him;  and 
in  fuch  lafety  and  credit '  did  that  excel- 
lent Queen  reign,  becaufe  her  Throne 
was  eftabliihtd  in  Liberty  and  Righteouf- 
nefs.  She  might  have  laid  with  the  re- 
nowned Emperor  Cyrus,  that  {he  could 
not  conceive  how  a  Prince  could  fail  of 
being  beloved,  if  he  ferioufiy  endeavour- 
ed to  be  fo. 

A  &  As. 
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As  in  Hlftory  a  Prince  will  fee  caufe 
for  not  diftrufting  his  faithful   fervants, 
fince  from  overmuch  diffidence,  as  welt 
as  from  overmuch  confidence,  he  may 
alike  hurt  himfelf ;  he  will  likewife  per- 
ceive the  neceffity  of  infpeding  his   own 
affairs,    and    of   not   trufting  blindly  to 
others :  He  wull  fee  what  a  mean  figure 
fuch    Princes    made,    who  lazily  tranf- 
ferred    their   great   office    to  Favourites^ 
will  fee    their    uneafy    and    unfortunate 
reigns.     From  hence  he   will   make  the 
fame  obfervation  which  Schah  Abbas  the 
Emperor  of  Pcrf  a  m.ade  to  a  creature  of 
his,  who  told  him,  that  he  degraded  the 
Royal   Majefty  by  being  feen   too  much 
by  his  people.       '*  No,    faid   that   able 
'•  Prince  :  It  is  owning  to  the  tricks  and 
^'  frauds  of  Flatterers,  that  a  Prince  is 
*'  {hut  up  in  folitude,  whence  they  them- 
*'  fclves  may  have  the  more  fcope  to  ty- 
'^  rannize  in  his  name.     He  wdio  would 
*^  truly  reign,  muil  fee  all,  and  dired  all.'' 
He  will  find  caufe  for   giving  up   guilty 
Minifters  to   the   iuft  complaints  of  his 
fubjeds,   and  for  fupporting  the  inno- 
cent 
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cent  againft  all  the  clamours  of  fac- 
tion, fince  the  bed:  may  be  traduced, 
and  the  bad^  to  fave  themfelves,  may 
ruin  him. 

He  will  there  learn,  that  all  the  do- 
ings of  a  Prince,  however  ffudiouily  con- 
cealed, are  in  danger  of  being  common- 
ly known  ;  that  all  his  purfuits,  coun* 
fels,  and  pleafures  are  likely  in  time  to^ 
be  publiihed  and  canvaffed,  probably 
milconfl-rued,  and  judged  with  rigor : 
That  to  all  his  adions,  to  all  his  words^ 
there  wmII  be  many  officious  witneffes,. 
many  greedy,  perhaps  unfaithful  lilten-- 
ers  :  That  this  is  a  lot  unfeparably  an- 
nexed to  an  elevated  ftate  ;  and  thence 
he  will  be  convinced  how  much  it  con- 
cerns him  to  do  and  to  fay  nothing  un- 
worthy of  himfelf,  nothing  juftly  to  of- 
fend his  People. 

He  will  find  the  nobleft  defigns  for 
the  Public  Good  often  marred  by  malig- 
nant fpirits,  through  private  pique  and 
the  gratification  of  a  particular  paffion  ; 
find  one  man,  or  party  of  men,  fre- 
3  quently 
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quently  combining  to  diftrcfs,  perhaps  to 
dcftroy  their  Country,  becaufe  another 
man,  or  partv  of  men,  was  employed 
to  ferve  it  or  to  fave  it.  He  will  find' 
perfonal  and  domeftic  feuds  often  pro- 
ducing popular  factions,  and  even  con- 
vulfions  in  the  State,  fuch  as  have  threat- 
ened its  downfal ;  like  the  firfb  quarrel 
between  Livius  Drufus  and  Serviliua 
Caepio  at  Rome,  in  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth,  a  quarrel  that  rent  all 
the  City  into  angry  Parties.  Yet  from 
what  mighty  caufe  did  it  begin  ?  Trom 
no  other  than  that  the  two  families  hap- 
pened to  bid  upon  one  another  for  a 
Gold  Ring  at  an  Audion.  Hence  he 
will  learn  to  ftifle  betimes  the  beginning 
of  faction  in  the  State. 

He  will  find  that  a  Prince  truffing  to 
flattery  and  furrounded  with  flatterers,  is 
often  long  hated  before  he  knows  that  he- 
is  not  beloved,  nay,  whilft  he  is  persuad- 
ed that  he  is.  Hence  he  will  refolve  to 
beware  of  fuch  as  are  alwavs  foothino; 
bim,  refolve,  in  order  to  gain  the  love 
of  his  People,  to  do  things  which   fliali 
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convince  them  that  he  loves  them,  as  the 
fureft  way  of  making  them  love  him, 
and  of  knowing  that  they  do. 

He  will  perceive  that  all  the  goods  of 
Fortune  are  tranfient  and  periihing,  that 
Fortune,  even  when  fhe  fmiles  moft, 
,  may  prove  untoward  and  defert  him, 
like  that  of  the  great  Kings  of  Babylon^ 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  Belfliazzar,  who, 
whilft  fecure  of  their  power,  boafting  in 
their  might,  and  refigned  to  luxury  and 
banquetting,  felt  a  terrible  reverfe,  the 
one  degraded,  the  other  ilain.  He  will 
find,  that  of  all  the  felicities  of  this 
world,  and  amongft  all  its  poffeflions. 
Virtue  alone  is  that  which  can  never  pe- 
riih,  never  forfake  him.  Nor  power 
nor  youth,  nor  pleafure  can  be  frayed  or 
fecured  againft  malice,  and  time,  and 
accidents.  But  Virtue  is  a  iure  fupport, 
always  prefent  and  unchangeable,  above 
envy,  above  rage  and  fate.  Even  he 
who  periflies  for  his  Virtue,  is  happier 
than  one  who  by  oppreffing  Virtue  ac- 
quires Empires, 

By 
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By  Virtue  Your  Royal  Hlghnefs  will 
eafily  conceive  to  be  here  underftood  the 
folid  and  extenfive  Virtue  of  a  Prince, 
fuch  as  prompts  him  to  do  good  to  all 
men,  fuch  as  reftrains  him  from  injur- 
ing any,  and  not  an  unmanly  fondnefs 
for  fanciful  obfervances  and  forms,  nor  a 
propenfity  to  monkifh  devotions,  nor  his 
foflering  and  enriching  Hypocrites  and 
Bigots ;  things  which  fuch  men  gene- 
rally mifcal  by  that  venerable  name,  or 
at  leaft  confider  as  equivalents  for  the 
want  of  it  in  other  and  more  important 
inftances,  to  the  notable  mifguidance,  and 
fometimes  to  the  ruin  of  Kings,  fuch 
efpecially  as  v/ere  devout,  but  tyranni- 
cal, and  by  humouring  F'igots,  were  en- 
couraged in  their  Tyranny. 

He  will  find,  that  as  true  Valour  is 
a  glorious  quality,  which  has  no  other 
aim  than  the  welfare  of  Society,  and  the 
chaftifement  of  fuch  as  difturb  it ;  fo  a 
wanton  Spirit  of  fighting  and  conquer- 
ing is  always  mifchievous  to  the  world, 
without  bringing  him  who  has  it  any 

folid 
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fblid  advantages,  but  always  much  guilt, 
danger  and  diiquiet ;  that  it  proves  ge- 
nerally pernicious  to  himfelf,  almofl:  ever 
deftru6tive  to  the  conquered  :  That  fuch 
diiFufive  mifchief  is  but  diffufive  infa- 
my, though  he  may  judge  fo  ill  as  to 
aim  at  public  adoration  and  fame  3  and 
that  it  were  defireable,  for  the  quiet  and 
welfare  of  human-kind,  that  fuch  ro- 
mantic DeflroyerSj  fuch  fanguinary  Lu- 
natics, were  locked  up  in  Mad-houfes^ 
or  in  Dens,  with  their  lefs  mifchievous 
brethren,  polTefled  with  humbler  diilrac- 
tion,  and  fatiated  with  lefs  bloodi 

He  will  fee  much  ground  for  approv- 
ing the  advice  of  Ifocrates,  not  to  envy 
Princes  who  poffefs  vafl  territories,  but 
only  to  emulate  fuch  as  know  how  to 
prefcrve  and  improve  their  own.  He 
will  be  convinced,  that  Princes  who  have 
the  fmalleft  Dominions,  have  enough  to 
do,  if  they  will  do  it  well ;  and  that 
vafl  Empires,  inftead  of  growing  more 
flourifhing  and  populous,  grow  general- 
ly Defarts.  He  will  perceive  the  un- 
fpeakable  advantages  of  public  Liberty^ 

the 
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the  fingular  profperity  of  Free  States, 
how  fiiperior  to  f'^ch  as  arc  not  free,  in 
Strength,  People,  and  Wealth ;  that  all 
thefe  advantages  accrue  to  the  Prince, 
whenever  he  wants  them  for  public 
ends  J  and  that  no  other  ends  can  he  have, 
if  he  confult  his  duty  and  glory,  fince  in 
promoting  the  felicity  of  his  State  both 
his  glory  and  his  duty  are  found  :  That 
he  who  feparates  himfelf  from  his  Peo- 
ple, can  only  earn  infecurity  and  re- 
proach  ;  nor  aught  elfe  can  he  expedt  but 
reproach,  and  the  fevereft,  if  he  ftrive 
againft  the  happinefs  of  his  Subjedls,  and 
bring  mifery  upon  thofe  whom  he  is 
bound  to  cherifh  and  prote(5t.  He  will 
coniider  v/hat  an^uifli  it  muft  be  to  a 
Prince  whofe  Subjeds  are  opprefied  and 
enflaved,  to  fee  how  infinitely  fuch  as 
are  free  furpafs  his,  to  compare  their 
plenty  and  eafe  with  the  poverty  and 
meannefs  of  his  own.  Fie  will  find  fmall 
Free  States  contending  againft  great  Em- 
pires with  fuperior  Prowefs  and  Might; 
find  a  fingle  City  baffling  the  eflrbrts  of 
mighty  abfolute  Kings,  like  that  of  Se- 
leucia,  which  for  feveral  years  together 

repulfed 
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repulfed  the  whole  power  of  Parthia  5 
and  that  Tacitus  had  reafon  to  fay,  that 
the  Romans  had  always  found  the  Ger- 
mans, who  were  ever  a  free  People,  a 
much  more  terrible  enemy  than  th« 
mighty  Parthian  Monarchy^ 

Your  Raval  Highnefs  is  born  to  go- 
vern a  People  the  moft  free  upon  earthy 
a  People  always  free,  yet  always  obe- 
dient to  Royal  Authority  tempered  by 
I,aws,  but  ever  impatient  of  encroach- 
ments and  oppreffion.  This  is  the  cha- 
radler  given  them  by  Tacitus  fixteen  h^- 
dred  years  ago,  "  That  they  chearfully 
^'  compHed  with  the  levies  of  men,  with 
"  the  impofition  of  Tribute,  and  with 
*'  all  the  duties  of  Government,  pro- 
**  vided  they  received  no  illegal  treat- 
*'  ment  or  infults  from  their  Governors  : 
^'  for,  thofe  they  bore  with  impatience  5 
'^  nor  had. they  been  any  further  fub- 
'*  dued  by  the  Romans,  than  only  to 
'*  obey  jud:  Laws,  but  never  to  fubmit 
"  to  be' Slaves." 

Such,  Sir,  was  the  Genius  of  the  Bri- 
tifii  People  then,  fuch  it  has   continued,. 

and 
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and  fuch  it  remains :  They  were  always 
peaceable  Subjed:s  to  Princes  who  ob- 
ferved  the  Laws^  very  uneafy  and  dilcon- 
tented  under  fuch  as  let  themfelves  above 
Law,  and  therefore  loft  all  by  grafping 
at  too  much.  As  long  as  the  chief 
Ruler  kept  his  Oath,  the  people  kept 
their  Allegiance,  generally  longer.  They 
have  been  always  fond  of  Monarchy  mo- 
delled and  limited  by  Laws.  Nor  does 
fuch  limitation  infer  any  infufficiency  or 
defed  in  this  fort  of  Government,  but 
only  that  the  Monarch  is  fecurcd  again  ft 
committing  errors,  and  fuB/ering  for  them, 
from  hurting  himfelf  and  his  people.  It 
is  undoubtedly  the  moft  defireable  and 
complete  form  that  the  good  fortune  of 
men  has  hitherto  produced,  or  their  wit 
been  capable  of  contriving,  and  allows 
all  the  Liberty  and  Protedion  which  Sub- 
jeds  can  want  from  Government,  all  the 
true  Grandeur  and  Dignity  which  Princes 
can  defire  from  Empire,  even  the  unli- 
mited Power  of  doing  good.  Of  more 
Liberty  than  it  affords  us  we  are  hardly 
capable,  and  an  endeavour  to  extend  it 
much  furtljcr  might  break  it :  As  indeed 

Liberty, 
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Liberty,  as  well  as  Power,  then  always 
ceafes  to  be  fecure,  whenever  it  is  turned 
into  licentioufnefs.  No  civilized  Nation 
in  the  World  enjoys  fo  much  5  nor  is 
there  any  Government  exifling,  where 
the  malice  of  men  in  Power  has  lefs  fcope 
than  here,  or  fewer  opportunities  of  di- 
ftreffing  or  deflroying  fuch  as  they  dif- 
like. 

This  Conftitution  has  indeed  been  of- 
ten  {haken,  fometimes  opprefled  5  but 
having  its  foundations  very  deep  and 
ftrong,  it  ftill  recovered  its  ancient  frame 
and  vigour,  to  its  own  honour,  and  to 
the  lading  contumely,  often  to  the  ruin, 
of  fuch  as  had  crulhed  it.  The  power 
of  the  Crov/n,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
Subjects,  are  fortunately  proportioned. 
They  have  Liberty  enough  to  make  them 
happy :  The  Crown  has  authority  enough 
to  maintain  and  increafe  that  happinefs, 
and  therefore  pofleffes  all  the  glory  which 
can  adorn  a  Crown.  This  is  the  true 
and  fubftantial  renown  of  Princes.  Any 
other  renown  than  this  is  all  adulterate 
and  forged;  nor  could  there  be  greater 

vanity 
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vanity  than  that  of  a  late  enterprizlng 
Monarch,  who  pretended  to  high  glory, 
though  to  gain  it  he  was  beggaring  and 
oppreffing  his  Subjedts.  A  Prince  can 
then  truly  boaft  his  glory,  when  his  Peo- 
ple can  boaft  their  freedom  and  eafe. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  lot  with  which  we  arc 
now  bleffed  under  the  mild  and  juft  Go- 
vernment of  Your  Royal  Father ;  and, 
when  he  has  finifhed  his  Reign  with 
great  renown,  and  length  of  days,  we 
fee  much  caufe  for  prefuming  upon  the 
fame  happy  lot  from  the  Reign  of  Your 
Royal  Highnefs. 

As  in  the  following  Hiftory,  compofed 
by  a  man  of  extraordinary  wifdom,  there 
are  found  many  excellent  rules  and  lef- 
fons  for  the  condudl  of  Princes,  with 
many  afFedling  warnings  taken  from  the 
ill  fate  of  fuch  as  obferved  not  thefe  rules, 
I  humbly  prefent  it  to  Your  Royal  High- 
nefs. This  I  do  with  very  affedtionate 
zeal  for  your  intereft  and  honour,  and 
am  utterly  unbiaffed  by  any  fuch  motives 
as  ufually  produce  Dedications  to  Princes. 
The  whole  of  my  requeft  and  ambition 
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is,  that  this  Addrefs,  and  the  following 
Hiftory  and  Difcourfes,  may  be  gra- 
cioufly  accepted,  and  that  to  myfelf  may 
be  allowed  the  honour  of  being  ever 
efteemed,  what  I  lincerely  am,  with  in- 
tire  duty,  fubmiffion  and  refpeft, 


SIR, 

Your  Royal  Highnefs's 
Moft  Humble, 
Moft  Dutiful,  and 

Moft  Obedient  Servant, 


T.  GORDON, 
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The    SUMMARY. 

7he  decay  of  gocd  Hiflorlan$^  whence :    the  partia- 
lity  of  Writers  why.     What  copious  matter  for 
the  folkwing   Hifiory,     The  condition  of  the  City^ 
Armies  and  Provinces^    upon   the  death  of  Nero. 
Galba  dijliked:  the  wickednefs  of  his  Minijiers : 
the  Soldiery  difcontented.      Of  Vefpafian,  Mucia- 
nus,  and  the  Forces  in  the  Eaji.     Thfe  in  Gerfna?jy 
revolt »     Galba  adopts  Pifo  :  Otho  con  fires  againji 
hoth^  corrupts  the  Pretoria n  guards y  aitdis  by  them 
faluted  Emperor.     Galba  mid  Plfo  murdered :  their 
Chara5iers,     What  terror  /  revaiU  in  the  City,     Vi- 
tell  i  us  proclaimed  Emperor^  by  whom  and  how.      The 
march  of  his  Army  and  Generals  into  Italy :  he  him- 
f elf  follows.      His  luxury  andfiupid'ty,   '  The  cruel- 
iy  and  rapine  of  his  Gemralsy  Caecina  and  VaJens. 
The  behaviour  of  Othoi  he  and  Vitelliusy/n?.'^  to 
over-reach  one  amther.      Combujlions  in  Mcefia, 
Vol.  III.  B  ^        to 
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but  reprejf,d.  The  terrible  fpirit  of  the  foldiers  in 
the  City^  their  diforclers  and  infurreufion  :  they  re- 
quire  to  have  the  whole  Senate  murdered :  are  with 
difficulty  appeajed  by  Otho.  The  tnelancholy  Jlate  of 
Rome  :  Otho  leaves  it^  and  proceeds  to  ivar.  —  J II 
ihefe  the  tranf alliens  of  a  few  months, 

WITH  the  fecond  Confulfhip  of  Servius 
Galba,  who  had  Titus  Vinius  for  his  Col- 
legue,  I  fhall  begin  this  Work.  For, 
the  preceding  hiftory,  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
years  backwards  to  the  foundation  of  Rome,  has 
been  by  divers  authors  compiled,  who,  in  recount- 
ing the  tranfadions  of  the  Roman  people,  have  ac^ 
quitted  themfeJves  with  an  eloque;>ce  equal  to  their 
freedom  of  fpirit  altogether  uncoji fined.  But  when 
after  the  battle  of  A6tium  public  peace  could  be  no 
otherwife  obtained,  than  by  throwing  the  whole 
power  into  the  hands  of  one,  all  fuch  noble  writers 
difappeared.  Moreover,  towards  the  impairing  and 
corrupting  of  truth,  many  other  caufes  concurred  : 
As  firft,  the  Republic  being  but  one  man's  proper- 
ty, Rome  was  become  to  her  own  Citizens  like 
another  State,  foreign  and  unknown.  Then  en- 
fued  a  fervlle  pronenefs  to  idolize  the  Emperors,  or 
an  equal  deteftation  of  their  perfons  and  power.  So 
that,  between  the  complaifance  of  fome,  and  the 
refentment  of  others,  the  care  of  informing  pofte- 
rity  was  loft.  It  is  true  that  againft  a  fawning 
writer  we  are  eafdy  upon  our  guard  ;  but  greedily 
fwallowed  are  calumnies  and  bitternefs  ;  fince,  while 
in  fycophancy  there  appears  the  deteftable  blot  of 
fervitude  and  debafemcnt,  detraction  and  inventive 
come  covered  I'ndcr  the  difguife  of  boldnefs  and  free 
fpeech.  To  me  neither  Galba,  nor  Otho,  nor  Vi- 
tellius  was  known  by  any  aCt  of  favour  or  injuftice. 
That  my  promotion  in  the  State  was  begun  by  Vef- 
pafian,  LU^mgnted  by  Titus,  and  by  Domitian  ad- 
2  vanced 
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vanced  yet  higher,  I  would  by  no  means  difown. 
But  by  thofe  who  profefs  to  deliver  truth,  naked  and 
uiicorrupt,  nor  perfonal  afFection  nor  pcrfonal  hate 
mufl:  be  admitted  in  their  Chara6lers  of  men.  If 
life  remain,  I  have  refcrved,  for  the  employment 
of  my  old  age,  the  reign  of  the  deified  Nerva,  with 
that  of  the  Emperor  Trajan  ;  a  work  more  copious, 
as  weU  as  more  fafe  :  Such  is  the  rare  felicity  of 
thefe  times,  when  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  enter- 
tain what  fentiments  you  ple^fe,  and  to  declare  what 
fentimcnts  you  entertain. 

My  prefent  attempt  is  to  defcrlbe  a  time  abound- 
ing in  furprizing  events  ;  tragical  in  battles  and 
(laughter;  full  of  fury  and  fadlion  j  a  time  horrible 
and  bloody  even  in  the  intervals  of  peace  :  Four 
Emperors  were  flain  by  the  fword  ;  three  fierce  ci- 
vil wars,  foreign  wars  ftill  more ;  generally  a  fad 
mixture  of  both  :  Our  affairs  indeed  fuccefsful  ia 
the  Eaff,  but  in  the  Weft  melancholy  and  dif- 
aftrous  ;  Commotions  begun  in  Illyricum,  and  be- 
ginning in  both  the  Gauls ;  Britain  reduced,  and 
juft  after  loft  :  The  Suevian  people,  and  thofe  of 
iSarm.atla,  confederated  againft  us  ;  the  name  of  the 
Dacians,  for  the  many  bloody  defeats,  foinctimes  fuf- 
tained  by  us,  fometimes  returned  upon  them,  be- 
come great  and  renowned  :  The  Parthians  ready  to 
arm  upon  the  appearance  of  a  counterfeit  Nero  : . 
Italy  in  the  mean  time  afflicted  with  frefh  calamities  * 
altogether  tragical,  or  with  old,  after  a  long  inter- 
mifficn,  revived  :  The  faireft  cities  of  Campania 
rvv-allov/fed  up  or  oveithrown,  and  that  fi-ne  terri- 
tory, fruitful  above  all  others,  covered  with  defo- 
lation  :  Rome  itf^if,  'by  frequent  conflagrations,  laid 
v/afte ;  her  temples,  the  moft  venerable  and  ancient, 
utterly  confumed  ;  nay,  the  capitol  burnt  down  by 
the  hands  of  Romans  :  Religion  profaned  ;  mighty 
and  daring  adulteries :  The  Ifles  peopled  with  Ex- 
iles 3  the  rocks  contaminated  with  murder  and.  blood. 
-  B  2  But 
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But  more  hideous  flill  were  the  ravages  of  cruelty 
at  Rome :  It  was  treafonable  to  be  noble,  or  to  be 
rich,  or  to  have  borne  honours,  or  to  have  declined 
them  ;  and  the  revv'ard  of  worth  and  virtue  was  in- 
evitable deflru6lion.  Nor  were  the  baneful  villa- 
jiies  of  the  Informers  more  fhocking  than  their 
mighty  and  diftinguifhing  rewards  ;  whilft  upon 
fome  were  beftowed,  as  the  fpoils  of  the  State,  the 
Pontifical  dignities  and  thofe  of  the  Confulfhip  : 
Others  were  fent  with  Procuratorial  authority  into 
the  Provinces  :  Some  were  made  prime  confidents 
and  miniflers  at  home  ;  and  in  every  ftation,  exert- 
ing all  their  terrors,  and  purfuing  their  hate,  they 
controuled  and  confounded  all  things.  Slaves  were 
fuborned  againfl  their  Maflers,  Freedmen  againft 
their  Patrons ;  and  fuch  as  had  no  enemies,  were 
betrayed  and  undone  by  their  friends. 

The  age  however  was  not  fo  utterly  forfaken  of 
all  virtue,  but  that  it  likewife  afforded  laudable  ex- 
amples of  friendfhip  and  magnanimity.  There  were 
mothers  who  accompanied  their  banifhed  fons;  wives 
who  followed  their  hufbands  into  exile;  in  kindred 
were  found  refolution  and  fuccour;  in  fons-in-law 
conftancy  and  duty  ;  in  flaves  fuch  fidelity  as  mock- 
ed all  the  menaces  and  horror  of  the  torture :  illuf- 
trious  men  ftruggling  under  keen  diftrefs,  fupport- 
ing  it  nobly,  and  their  fortitude  in  death  equal  to 
that  of  the  moft  celebrated  ancients.  Befides  the 
endlefs  emergencies  and  rotations  which  were  pure- 
ly human  ;  there  appeared,  in  the  earth  and  the  air, 
fjch  figns  as  were  more  than  natural,  the  tumult 
and  menaces  of  thunder,  and  other  prophetic  warn- 
ings ;  but  all  flrangely  varying,  joyful,  terrible, 
doubtful,  apparent.  In  truth,  as  never  had  more 
tragical  calamities  befallen  the  Roman  people,  ne- 
ver was  it  proved  by  more  evident  indications,  that 
not  for  our  prote6lion,  but  for  their  own  vengeance, 
is  the  providence  of  the  Gods  over  us. 

But 
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But  before  I  begin  the  thread  of  my  flory,  it  feems 
neceflary  to  reprefent  the  condition  of  the  City, 
the  fpirit  of  the  feveral  armies,  the  ftate  and  difpo- 
fition  of  the  Provinces,  with  our  political  advan- 
tages and  weaknefTes  in  the  whole  Roman  world  ; 
that  hence  may  be  learnt  not  only  the  lafl  refult  of 
things,  which  for  the  moft  part  feems  fortuitous, 
but  their  caufes  too  and  firft  movements.  As  the 
death  of  Nero  pafs'd  for  a  public  bleffing,  efpecially 
in  the  firft  fally  of  joy ;  fo  it  awakened  different 
paflions  in  the  minds  of  men,  not  only  at  Rome,  in 
the  Senate,  People,  and  City-troops,  but  in  all  the 
Legions  every  where,  and  in  the  Leaders  of  the  Le- 
gions ;  as  then  firft  was  difclofed  a  fecretof  govern- 
ment which  affedted  all  thefe  interefts  ;  "  that  elfc- 
"  where  than  at  Rome  an  Emperor  could  be  creat- 
*'  ed."  The  Senatcirs  rejoicing  in  their .  ancient 
liberty  juft  refumed,  exercifed  it  with  the  greater 
boldnefs,  as  Galbawas  a  new  Prince,  not  yet  efta- 
blifhed,  and  abfent.  The  principal  Roman  Knights 
were,  next  to  the  Senators,  infpired  with  the  fame 
pleafing  pallion.  Such  of  the  people  as  remained 
uncorrupt,  and  were  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the 
great  families,  with  the  followers  and  freedmen  of 
perfons  condemned  to  death  or  exile,  became  rf- 
vived  with  vigorous  hopes.  The  Vulgar,  funk  ia 
fordidnefs  and  debauchery,  and  inured  to  the  idle 
amufements  of  the  Theatre  and  the  Circus^  with 
them  the  viler  fort  of  bondrnen,  or  others  who 
having  wafted  their  fortunes,  fubfifted  by  the  infa- 
mous Vices  of  Nero ;  were  all  ftruck  with  fadnefs, 
all  greedy  of  rumours  and  innovations. 

The  foldiery  of  Rome,  pofTefTed  with  a  long  a'rd 
fworn  fealty  to  the  family  of  the  Caefars,  and  from 
no  biafs  in  themfelves,  but  rather  by  artifice  and  in- 
ftigation,  urged  to  defert  Nero  -,  after  they  found 
that  the  promife  of  a  donative  in  Galba's  name  was 
unfulfilled  ;  that  there  was  not  in  peace,  as  in  war, 
B  3  equal 
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equal  fcope  for  mighty  merit  and  mighty  recom- 
pences;  and  that  the  favaur  of  a  Prince  created  by 
the  Legions,  v/culd  be  en  growled  by  the  Legions  ; 
became  abandoned  to  novel  dtiigns,  in  which  they 
were  further  animated  by  the  treafonable  pradices 
of  Nymphidius  their  Captain,  who  had  embarked 
in  meafures  to  feize  the  Sovereignt)^  It  is  true, 
that  in  the  very  attempt  Nymphidius  periflied.  But, 
tliough  the  head  of  the  confpiracy  was  cut  off,  molt 
of  the  foldiers  had.  been  engaged  in  it,  and  their  dif- 
affection  remained.  Nor  did  they  refrain  from  fe- 
ditious  inve<Slives,  vilifying  Gaiha  for  his  old  age 
and  avarice.  That  feverity  of  his,  a  quality  fo  ad- 
mired of  old,  and  by  the  ancient  armies  ever  diftin- 
guifhed  with  applaufe,  was  very  grievous  to  a  floth- 
ful  foldiery  fcorning  the  primitive  difcipline,  and 
for  fourteen  years  fo  habituated  to  the  bafe  reign  of 
Nero,  that  at  this  time  they  no  lefs  admired  the 
vilenefs  and  vices  of  their  Princes,  than  of  old  they 
had  adored  their  virtues.  The  difafFe6^ion  was 
heightened  by  a  faying  of  Galba's,  worthy  indeed 
of  virtue  and  the  Commonwealth,  but  perilous  to 
himfelf ;  ih^t  he  chofe  his  jhldien^  and  did  not  buy  theii. 
Neither  did  the  reft  of  his  conduct  correfpond  with 
this  good  rule. 

Titus  Vinius,  and  Cornelius  Laco,  his  minifrers, 
the  one  of  all  men  the  mo/l  p^lf.ilently  wicked,  the 
other  the  moft  worthlefs  and  ahjecl-,  deriving  upon 
him  the  weight  and  infamy  of  their  own  nun^ber- 
lefs  iniquities,  and  fcorn  upon  the  impotcncy  of  the 
adniiniltration,  involved  the  Prince,  already  enfee- 
bled with  age,  in  utter  ruin.  Slov/ and  bloody  was 
his  march  to  Rome,  as  in  it  had  been  fiain  Cingo- 
nius  Varro,  Confui  eledt,  and  Petronius  Turpilia- 
iius,  who  had  been  Confui  ;  the  former  as  an  ac- 
complice in  the  Confpiracy  of  Nymphidius,  Petro- 
nius for  having  commanded  as  (general  under  Nero; 
both  thought  to  have  periincd  as  innocents,  as  they 

died 
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.died  without  being  heard  in  their  own  defence.  His 
publick  entry  into  the  City,  after  the  mafTacre  of  (o 
many  thoufand  foldiers  deftitute  of  arms,  was  of 
boding  afped,  and  terrible  even  to  thofe  by  whofe 
iwords  they  had  fallen.  A  Spanifti  Legion  was  by 
him  brouo^ht  into  the  City,  whee  likewife  remain- 
ed another,  one  enrolled  by  Nero  out  of  -  the  Mu- 
rines. So  'that  Rome  was  filled  with  an  army  al- 
together new  and  extraordinary  there.  For,  be- 
fides  all  thefe  forces,  there  were  many  more  from 
Germany,  Britain,  and  illyrirum;  fuch  as  had  been 
thince  detached  by  Nero,  and  fcnt  forwards  to  the 
Cafpian  freights,  for  the  war  which  he  meditated 
again  ft  the  Albanians,  but  recalled  to  fupprefs  the 
revolt  of  Vindcx  in.  Gaul.  Thefe  were  mighty  and 
abundant  material  for  public  combuf{:ions  and  chan- 
ges ;  in  truth,  not  all  directly  combining  in  favour 
of  any  particular,  yet  all  prepared  for  the  next  da- 
ring fpirit 

At  the  fame  junci'ire  it  fortuned,  that  the  aflaf- 
fmation  of  Clod i us  Macer,  and  that  of  Fonteius 
Capito,  were  divulged.  Macer,  whilft  he  raifed 
manifeft  commotion  in  Africa,  was  by  Trebonius 
Garucianus,  the  Imperial  Procurator  there,  at  the 
command  of  Galba,  flain  ;  and  Capito  in  Germany 
for  the  fame  crime,  by  Cornelius  Aquinus  and  Fa- 
bius  Valens,  Commanders  of  the  Legions,  with- 
out flaying  for  the  Emperor's  command.  There 
were  who  believed  that  Capito,  however  abomi- 
nable he  were,  ftained  with  avarice,  and  immerfed 
in  impurities,  had  yet  declined  to  engage  in  any 
turbulent  counfels  ;  that  having  rejected  the  folici- 
tations  of  Aquinus  and  Valens  to  rebel  with  them, 
he  was  by  them  charged  with  their  own  ill  faith 
and  treafon  ;  and  that  Gaiba,  whether  from  un- 
fleadinefsof  fpirit,  or  afraid  of  making  deeper  fcru- 
tiny,  and  feeming  to  approve  their  condu6^,  what- 
ever it  were,  feeing  whatever  it  were,  it  could  not 
B.  4  bs 


$  THE    HISTORY        Book  I. 

be  recalled,  ratified  the  execution.  However  it  were5 
both  thefe  executions,  that  of  Macer  as  well  as  that 
of  Capito,  were  fadly  received  ;  the  ufual  fate  of 
every  Prince  under  public  hate ;  fince  every  ad^ion 
of  his,  whether  good  or  evil,  is  invidioufly  con- 
ftrued,  and  contributes  to  undo  him.  Already  too 
his  Freedmen,  indulged  in  immoderate  power,  were 
expofing  to  common  fale  all  the  honours  and  emo- 
luments of  the  State.  His  Bondmen  alfo  were 
greedy  to  profit  by  their  fudden  funfhine,  and  eager 
to  convert  into  hafty  gains  the  fhort  reign  of  an 
ancient  Mafter.  So  that  in  the  Court  of  Galba 
appeared  all  the  evils  and  excefies  lately  feen  in  that 
of  Nero,  and  were  equally  grievous,  but  not  equal- 
ly excufed.  To  thofe  who  were  accuftomed  to  be- 
hold the  youth  and  gay  perfon  of  Nero,  even  the 
age  of  Galba  was  matter  of  derifion  and  hate ;  agree- 
ably to  the  genius  of  the  Vulgar,  in  their  compar- 
ing of  Princes,  always  to  prefer  figure  and  perfonal 
grace. 

Such  was  the  temper  of  men  at  Rome,  fuitable 
to  that  of  a  multitude  fo  mighty  and  various.  For 
the  Provinces  j  Spain  was  governed  by  Cluvius  Ru- 
fus,  an  eloquent  man,  qualified  for  affairs  in  time 
of  peace,  but  void  of  experience  in  war.  Both  the 
Gauls,  befides  that  they  ftill  reverenced  the  memory 
of  Vindex,  were  retained  by  recent  obligations,  the 
privilege  of  Roman  Citizens,  and  the  redui^ion  of 
their  Tribute.  Thofe  (ja^lic  Cities,  however,  which 
lay  contiguous  to  the  German  armies,  as  they  were 
not  diftingulfhed  with  the  like  honours,  but  fome 
of  them  even  fhortened  of  their  territory,  felt  the 
iame  meafure  of  indignation  from  the  advantages 
repeated  by  others,  as  from  the  indignities  done  to 
themfelves.  Amongfl  the  German  armies  appeared 
a  fpirit  altogether  threatening  in  forces  fo  mighty. 
From  the  pride  of  their  late  vidlory,  they  were  be- 
come exulting  and  furious  j  and,  from  fear  of  be- 
ing 
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ing  charged  with  efpoufing  an  cppofite  caufe,  anxi- 
ous and  diftruflful.  Late  and  How  had  been  their 
revolt  from  Nero;  neither  had  Vcrginius  their  Ge- 
neral declared  immediately  for  Galba.  Whether 
he  iludied  to  make  himfelf  Emperor,  is  uncertain^ 
but  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  foldiery  had  tender* 
ed  him  the  Empire.  By  the  flaying  of  Capito,, 
even  fuch  ai;  eould  not  complain  that  it  was  unde- 
ferved,  were  yet  piqued  and  enraged.  What  they 
■  wanted  was  a  leader;  V^erginius  having  been,  un- 
der the  fhew  of  friendfhip,  removed  from  them;, 
and  in  his  Perfon,  as  he  was  not  reftored,  but  hia^ 
condu(fi  even  arraigned,  they  conceived  themfelves 
to  be  charged  as  delinquents. 

The  Army  in  upper  Germany  contemned  their 
Commander,    Hordeonius    Flaccus,    one  from   his- 
lamenefs  and  the  infirmities  of  age,  unweildy  and- 
decrepit,  void  of  firmnefs,  void  of  authority  ;  un- 
equal, in  truth,  to  the  dire61;ion  of  a  foldiery  the 
moft  orderly  and  peaceable,  fo  that,  under  their  pre- 
fent  frenzy,  they  were  even  further  inflamed  by  his 
impotent  endeavours  to  reftrain  them.     The  Le* 
gions  in  lower  Germany   had  been  a  good  while 
without  a  Commander  of  Confular  name  ;  till  nov7 
by  Galba,  Vitellius  was  fent,  the  fon  of  that  Vi- 
tellius  who  had   been    Cenfor  and   thrice  ConfuL 
This  to  the  Emperor  Teemed  fufficient.     The  Ar- 
my in  Britain  was  free  from  all  diforder  and  the 
rage  of   parties      None,  in  truth,^  of  all  our  Le- 
gions lived  more  inofFenfively  than  they,  during  all., 
the  heat  and  uproar  of  the  civil  wars;  perhaps  be- 
caufe  they  were  remote,  and  feparated   by  the  fea^. 
or  perhaps  by  frequent  action  in  the  field,  they  had 
been  inured,  upon  a  foreign  foe  rather  to  fpend  their- 
hate.     Illyricum  remained  in   tranquillity  ;  though 
the  Legions  called  from  thence  by  Nero,  had,  while- 
they  tarried  idle  in  Italy,  applied  by  ambalTadors  and 
iblicitations,  to  Verginius.     But  as  by  long  trads- 
B  5  oF 
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of  countries  the  two  armies  were,  disjointed,  (the 
nioft  wholfome  expedient  to  fecure  the  faith  of  fol- 
diers)  they  neither  united  their  forces,  nor  commu- 
nicated their  infedtion  and  crimes. 

The  Eaft  continued  hitherto  free  from  all  com- 
motion.    Licinius  Mucianus,  at  the  head  of  four 
Legions,  governed  Syria,  a  man  equally  fignal  for 
the  favours  and  for  the  frowns  of  fortune.     In  his 
youth  he  had,  by  all  arts  and  addrefs,  courted  the 
favour  of  men  in  power.    His  eftate  being  then  waft- 
ed, his  condition  defperate,  the   indignation  too  of 
Claudius  threatening  him,  he  crept  into  a  retirement 
in  Afia,  and  there  lived  as  near  to  the  flate  of  an 
exile,  as  he  was  afterwards  to  that  of  a  fovereign. 
In  him  centered  a  ftrange  combination  of  qualities 
good  and  bad,  luxury  and  vigilance,   haughtinefs 
and  complaifance  ;  during  recefs,  exceiTively  volup- 
tuous j    of  infmite  abilities,    when  bufmefs  urged 
him.     Hence  his  equal  fhares  of  praife  and  reproach, 
as  a  public  minifter  admired,  as  a  private  voluptuary 
condemned.     But  being   a  great  mafter  in  all  the 
ieveral  arts  of  engaging,  he  was  mighty  in  credit 
with  thofe  who  were  under  him,  or  about  him,  or 
5n  equal  authority  with  him ;  fuch  a  man,  finally, 
as  could  eafier  make  an  Emperor  than  be  one.     The 
war  againft  the  Jews  was  conduced  by  Flavius  Vef- 
pafianus,  at  the  head  of  three  Legions  ;  a  com- 
mand to  which  he  had  been  preferred  by  Nero.  Nor 
againft  Galba  did   Vefpafian  harbour  any  unkind 
wi(h  or  diftafte;  nay,  he  had  difpatched  away  his 
fon  Titus  to  perform  fealty   and  homage ;  as  in  its 
place  we  fhall  remember.     That  the  Empire  was 
by  the  invifible  laws  of  fate,  by  prodigies  divinely 
fent,  and  by  the  refponfes  of  Oracles,  foretold  and 
ordained  to  Vefpafian  and  his  fons ;  was  what  we 
believed  after  we  had  fecn  them  Emperors. 

The  government  of  Egypt  with  the  command  of 
the  troops  which  bridled  it,  had,  from  the  times  of 

Auguftus, 
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Auguilus,  been  veftcd  in  the  Roman  Knights  witb 
the  Authority  of  its  ancient  Kings.     Such  precau- 
tion he  thought  neceflary,  to  retain  under  his  owre 
infpecSliion  the  government  of  a  kingdom  furrounded 
with  Teas  and  deferfs,  abounding  in  grain,  intoxi- 
cated with  fuperftition,  addicted  to  riot,  and  the. ice 
prone  to  feuds  and  fedition  ;  unacquainted  with  the 
reftraints  of  lavv^,  and   infenfibJe  of  duty  to  magif- 
trates.     T'ibcrius  Alexander  lulcd  at  this  time  there, 
himfeif  a  native  of  Egypt.     Africa  and  the  Legions 
in  it,  were  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  any  Emperor  what- 
i<:)ever,  now  Clodius   Macer  was  flain  ;  having  ins 
him  proved  the  government  of  an  humbler  mailer. 
The  two  Mauritanias,  Rae  ia,  Noricum,  Thrace^, 
and  the  other  countri  s  adminiflered  by  Procurators^ 
adopted  the  temper  of  the  feveral  armies  lying  next 
them,  and  were  inftigated  by  Jove  or  hate  to  the 
different  fa6Lions,  according  to   the  neighbourhood 
and  influence  of  the  ftronger.    The  Provinces  whick 
were  unarmed,  and  Italy  itfelf  principally,  lay  opea 
to  be  enflaved  by  the  next  invader,  whoever  he  were-^ 
and  to  become  the  prize  of  war  and  conquel^.     In 
this  fituation  flood   the  Roman   affairs,  when   Ser- 
vius  Galba  in   his  fecond  Confulfliip,  with   Titus. 
Vinius  for  his  Colleg'je,  began  the  year,  which  to- 
them  proved  the  laff,  and  upon  the  Commonwealih 
well  nigh  brought  her  final  doom. 

Early  in  January  arrived  advices  from  Pompeius- 
Propinquus  Procurator  of  Belgic  Gaul,  that  the  Let- 
gions  in  higher  Germany,  in  open  violation  of  theif 
oaths  and  allegiance,  demanded  imperioufly  to  haver 
another  Emperor,  and  to  the  pleafure  of  the  Senate 
and  People  (  f  Rome  referred  the  free  election  of 
one ;  as  from  fuch  complaifance  they  hoped  to  me- 
rit a  (lighter  cenfure  of  this  their  revolt.  It  was 
this  intelligence  that  ripened  the  defigii  about  which- 
Galba  had  for  fome  time  been  deliberating  within  * 
himfelfj  as  well  as  in  concert  with  his  confiderrts-, 
B  d  concern- 
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concerning  the  adoption  of  a  fucceflbr.  Nor  in 
truth  had  any  fubje6l,  during  the  few  months  of  his 
reign,  fo  much  filled  all  mouths  throughout  the 
city ;  not  from  the  licentious  freedom  only  and 
fondnefs  of  canvafling  public  counfels  and  events, 
but  in  confideration  of  the  crazy  age  of  Galba. 
Few  indeed  pofTefied  any  afFe^^ion  for  the  Public, 
or  capacity  to  judge  of  it  ;  but  numbers,  out  of 
(ecret  and  felfifh  views,  awarded  the  adoption  to 
this  patron,  or  to  that  friend,  fpreading  his  fame  in 
cabals.  They  even  found  motives  equally  ftrong 
from  their  hate  of  Titus  Vinius,  who  growing 
daily  more  potent,  grew  thence  daily  more  detefted. 
For  fuch  was  the  weaknefs  and  acquiefcence  of  Gal- 
ba, that  by  it  the  avarice  of  his  friends,  already  in- 
fatiable,  and  ravening  according  to  the  meafure  of 
his  fovereign  fortune,  was  further  heightened  and 
excited  J  whilft  under  a  Prince  thus  feeble  and  cre- 
dulous, their  iniquities  were  attended  with  the  fmal- 
ler  peril,  and  with  gains  the  more  mighty. 

The  v/hole  power  of  the  Sovereignty  was  fhared 
between  Titus  Vinius  the  Conful,  and  Cornelius 
Laco,  Captain  of  the  Praetorian  Guards.  Nor  in- 
ferior to  either  in  grace  and  authority  was  Icelus 
his  Freedman,  now  vefted  by  the  Gold  ring  with 
the  order  of  Knighthood,  and  every  where  called 
by  an  equeftrian  name,  Martianus.  Thefe  favou- 
rites, already  at  variance,  and  in  fmaller  inftances 
purfuingeach  his  own  feparate  views,  were  in  their 
fentiments  about  chufmg  a  fucceflbr,  divided  into 
two  factions  Vinius  was  for  Otho  :  Laco  and  Ice- 
lus were  combined  together,  not  fo  much  to  favour 
the  intereft  of  any  particular,  as  that  of  any  par- 
ticular but  him.  Neither  was  the  friendfhip  be- 
tween Otho  and  Titus  Vinius  unknown  to  Galba, 
who  had  learnt  it  from  the  bru  tings  of  fuch  as  are 
wont  to  comment  upon  all  things.  For,  as  Vinius 
had  a  daughter  who  was  a  widow,  and  Otho  was 

not 
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not  married,  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  an  alli- 
ance between  them  was  intended.  It  is  my  own 
opinion,  that  Galba  was,  moreover,  moved  by  a 
concern  for  the  common wr.alth,  which  was  in  vain 
refcued  from  Nero,  were  it  to  devolve  upon  Otho. 
For,  in  a  manner  loofe  and  idle  had  Otho  wafted 
his  tender  years,  in  fcandalous  debaucheries  his 
youth,  and  grew  acceptable  to  Nero  purely  by  imi- 
tating his  profligate  life.  To  him,  therefore,  as.  to 
the  chief  confident  in  his  impure  pleafures,  had 
Nero  committed  the  keeping  of  his  beloved  mifirefs, 
Poppsea  Sabina,  till  he  could  accomplilli  the  removal 
of  Ocl:avia  his  wife;  but  foon  fufpecling  him  for  a 
rival,  he  fent  him  to  Lufitania,  where  the  admini- 
{i:ration  of  that  province  furnifhed  a  pretence  for 
keeping  him  from  Rome.  In  Lufitania  he  govern- 
ed with  gentlenefs  and  popularity  ;  was  the  foremoft 
to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Galba,  nor  failed  to  pro- 
mote it  with  vigour  ;  and  while  the  war  continued, 
made  the  nobleft  figure  of  all  who  attended  it ;  and 
the  hopes  which,  from  fuch  recommendations,  he 
had  inftantly  conceived  ot  the  adoption,  continued 
daily  to  tranfport  him  more  and  more,  as  he  was 
favoured  by  moft  of  the  foldiery,  and  as  all  the 
courtiers  and  creatures  of  Nero  were  paflionate  for  a 
Prince  fo  refembling  the  late  one. 

Galba  the  while,  who  after  tidings  of  the  fedi- 
tion  in  Germany  (though  of  Vitellius  he  hitherto 
knew  nothing  certain)  was  befet  with  anxieties  j 
full  of  fears  whither  the  fury  of  the  armies  might 
tend,  nor  in  truth  trufting  to  the/aith  of  the  troops 
in  Rome;  applied  what  to  him  feemed  the  only  re- 
medy, and  held  a  council  for  declaring  a  fucceftbr. 
^o  it,  befides  Vinius  and  Laco,  having  fummoned 
Marius  Celfus,  Conful  ele£^,  and  Ducennius  Ge- 
minus.  Governor  of  Rome,  he,  after  a  fhort  fpeech 
concerninghis  own  great  age,  ordered  PifoLicinianus 
to  be  fent  for  -,  it  is  uncertain  whether  of  his  own 

motion 
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motion  and  choice,  or,  as  feme  believed,   by   the 
perfuafions  of  Laco;  as  between  him  and  Pifo  tliere 
had  paffed  an  intercourfe  of  friendfnip  at  die  houfe 
of  Rubelims  Plautus.     But  he  artfuliy  recommended 
Fifo  as  one  to  himfdf  unknown  ;    and   to   this   his 
counfel  had  accrued  the  character  of  inicerity  from 
the  reputation  of  the  recommended,  altogether  eml 
nent  and  unblemifhed.     P.fo  was  the  fon  of  Marcus 
Craflus  and  Scribonia,  and    both  by  father  and  mo- 
ther nobly  born  ;    his  afped  and  demeanour'^efem- 
biing  thofe  of  the  antient  Romans  ;    and  fuch  as,  in 
candid  eftimation,  pafTed  for  grave;    but  by  thofe 
Who  judged  cenforioufly,  accounted  melancholy  and 
aufte:e.     That  part  of  his  temper,  which  alarmed 
the  difcontented,  pleafed  the  ptifon  .doptino-. 

Ga.ba  therefore,  taking  Pifo  by  the  hand;"  is  faid 
to  have  fpoke  in  the  following  frrain  :     «^    Were  I 
''  as  a  private  man,  to  adopt  you  for  mv  Ton,  by  ^ 

M  1'''''-%''^  ^^'^  '"^  ^''''''''^  i^'  fhe  P'-e^ence  of  the 
iontiifs^  according  to  the  ordinary  ufage;    glo- 
«  nous  even  then  would   be  the  adoption  to  us 
"  both  i    as  with  the  blood  of  the  great  PomDev 
*'  and  Marcus  CrafTus,    my  family  would  be  en- 
riched ;    and   the   nobility  of  your  houfe  derive 
frefh  fplendor  from  the  fignal  luftre  and  renown 
-      ot  the  bulpitian  and  Lutatian  race.     I   am   now 
"  a  public  perfon,   by  the  united  confent  of  Gods 
«  and  men  called  to  the  Empire ;    and  of  this  very 
b-vereigity,  for  which  our  anceftors  contended 
with  arms,    I,    who  by  war  have  obtained   it, 
,,  ^o  offer  you  the  poiTeffion,  while  you  are  neither 
•  lecking  nor  ^^urfuing  it :    A  gift  to  which  I  am 
urged  only  by  the  love  of  my  country,  and  vour 
own  excellent  qualifications.       In    this   I  follow^ 
the  example  of  te  deified  Auguflus,  whoafTum- 
ed  fucccffively,    for  his  partners  in  power,  firil 
«  his   filler's   !on   Marcellus,     next   his  fon-in-law 
Aorippa,   afterwards  his  grandfons^    laftJy,  his 

"  wife's^ 
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»«  wife's  foil  Tiberius.     But  Auguftus,  who  would 
«  entail   the  empire   upon  his  own  ho  life,    in  his 
«  own  houfe  fought  a  fucceflbr :    I  chufe  out  of  the 
t*^  Commonwealth  an  heir  to  the  Commonwealth. 
"  Not   that   I  am   reduced   to   this  choice    hy^any 
"  want   of  relations   to  my   blood,    or   of   fellow 
«  commanders    in   war.      But   neither  did  I,    no 
«'  more  than  you,  arrive  at  fupreme  power  by  any 
«'  efforts  of  ambition  ;    and  my  thus  overlooking 
"  your  relations,  r  s  well  as  my  own,  is   a  proof 
«t  with  what  fincerity  of  intention  I.  prefer  you  to 
■«  all  men.     You  have  a  brother,  in  nobility  your 
''  equal,  in  age  your  fuperior  ;     a  man  worthy  of 
«  this  fortune,  did  I  not  in  you  find  one  ftiil  more 
'«'  worthy.     Such  is  ycur  age  as  to  be  paft  ihe  gid- 
'«  dinefs  and  impetuofity  of  youth  ;    fuch  has  been 
"  your  courfe  of  life,  that  nothing  in   your  con- 
"  dua  thus  far  is  fubjea  to  bhme.       But  hitherto 
«  you  have  only  had  an  adverfe  fortune  to  contend 
«'  with.     More  danrrerous  and  keen  are  the  fluiiu- 
•'  lations  of  profperity,  to  try  the  temper  of  the 
«  foul,    and   call  forth  its  w.eaknefies.      For  the 
«    l^rokes  of  calamity  we  ftruggle  under  and  bear : 
"  By  a  flow  of  felicity  we  are  utterly  fubdued  ami 
*'  corrupted. 

«  You,  doubtlefs,  will  f^ill  retain,  with  your 
«  ufual  firmnefs,  the  fame  honour  faith  in  friend- 
«  fhip,  candour  and  freedom  of  fpirit^i  endow- 
«  ments  v/hich  above  all  others  adorn  the  mind  of 
«  man  But  th<:  falfe  complaifance  of  others  will 
«  dacken  vour  fortitude.  IP'latterv  will  force  its 
«  way  to  ycur  heart ;  deceitful  Toothings,  the  moft 
«  peftilent  poifon  to  every  honeft  af^e6ti<jn,  will 
"  inchant  you  ;  and  to  his  own  fordid  gain  will 
*'  every  particular  be  wrefl'.nfr  your  honour  and 
«  good  inclinations.  You  and  I  upon  this  occafiori 
«  converfe  tocether  w.  h  hearts  perfedly  open  and 
«  fmcere :     Others  will  chufe  to  make  their  ad- 

*'  drefles 
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*'  drefles  to  our  fortune  rather  than  to  us.  Indeed, 
''  to  deal  faithfully  with  Princes,  to  reafon  them 
*'  into  their  duty  is  a  mighty  tafk,  and  with  infinite 
*'  difficulty  performed.  But  eafy  is  the  art  of 
*'  cajoling  any  Prince  whatfoever,  and  in  doing  it 
*'  the  heart  has  no  fhare.  Could  this  immenfe 
'*  Empire  fubfift  and  be  fwayed  without  a  fingle 
*'  Ruler,  I  fhould  glory  in  being  the  firft  Emperor 
"  who  refigned  the  power  of  the  Republic  into  her 
*'  own  hands.  But  fuch,  long  fmce,  has  been  the 
*'  fatal  fit  nation  of  the  State,  that  all  the  good 
*'  which  my  old  age  enables  me  to  do  to  the  Ro- 
*'  man  people,  is  to  leave  them  a  good  fucceflbr ; 
*'  nor  can  you,  with  all  your  youth,  do  more  for 
''  them  than  afford  them  in  yourfelf  a  benevolent 
**  Prince.  Under  Tiberius,  and  Caligula,  and 
*'  Claudius,  we  were  all  of  us  no  more ;  the  Ro- 
**  man  world  was  no  more,  than  as  the  inheritance 
of  one  family.  That  the  Empire  has  in  me  be- 
gun to  be  elective,  is  a  fign  of  our  antient  liberty 
revived,  and  fome  equivalent  for  it.  Now  the 
Julian  and  Claudi-m  families  being  extin6l,  die 
beft  men  are  likely,  in  this  way  of  adoption,  to 
*'  become  the  higheft.  To  be  fprung  from  a  fo- 
•'  vereign  race,  is  the  effecfl:  of  chance,  and  further- 
*'  than  this,  requires  no  deliberation  or  regard. 
•*  But  in  the  work  of  adoption,  the  judgment  is 
**  exercifed,  free  from  biafs  and  reflraint ;  and 
**  whenever  you  want  to  chufe,  you  are  by  the  ge- 
•*  neral  confent  dire6led  to  the  perfon.  worthy  to 
**  be  chofen. 

"  Have  always  before  your  eyes  the  example  of 
•*  Nero,  who,  fecure  as  he  was,  and  fwelling  with 
**  the  pride  of  his  race,  a  long  genealogy  of  the- 
**  Csefars  his  anccttors,  was  not  in  reality  dethron- 
**  ed  by  Julius  Vindex,  the  Governor  of  a  province 
*'  unprovided  with  forces,  nor  by  me  aHifted  by 
*'  one  legion :    No,  it  was  his  own  brutal  tj'rannv,. 

«'  hi». 
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**  his  own  beaftly  debaucheries,  that  flung  down 
**  the  tyrant  from  riding  on  the  necks  of  mankind. 
'*  Nor  was  there  till  then,  any  inftance  of  an  Em- 
''  peror  by  public  fentence  condemned  and  depofed. 
**  We  who  fucceed  him  by  a  different  title,  by 
*'  war,  and  by  publick  choice,  fhall  thence  reap 
"  public  glory,  however  the  malignity  of  particu- 
"  lars  may  purfue  us.  Nor  muft  you  be  alarmed, 
"  if,  while  the  world  itfeif  continues  in  this  gene- 
*'  ral  uproar,  there  are  two  legions  which  yet  re- 
*'  main  unreclaimed  to  obedience.  It  was  my  own 
*'  lot  to  be  called  to  an  unfettled  ftate  ;  and  as  to 
*•  my  old  age,  the  only  objection  to  my  govern- 
*'  ment,  it  is  no  longer  one,  fmce,  when  it  is 
**  known  that  I  have  adopted  you,  I  fhall  feem 
*'  young  in  my  fuccefTor.  The  lofs  of  Nero  v/ill 
**  ever  be  regretted  by  all  the  moft  profligate  and 
'*  bad.  To  us  it  belongs,  to  you  and  to  me,  fo  to 
*'  govern,  that  he  may  not  alfo  be  regretted  by  the 
**  good. 

*'  To  fay  more  in  this  way  of  inftru(51ion,  the 
**  prefent  conjuncture  fufTers  not;  nor  is  it  ne- 
**  cefTary  ;  fmce,  if  I  have  in  you  made  a  worthy 
**  choice,  I  have  anfwered  every  purpofe.  One 
**  certain  rule  you  have  to  obferve,  exceeding 
*'  wholefome,  as  well  as  exceeding  fhort ;  fo  to 
*'  comport  yourfelf  towards  your  fubje£ls,  as,  were 
"  you  a  iubje<fl:,  you  would  wifh  your  Prince  to 
"  comport  towards  you.  By  this  rule  you  will 
**  befi  diftinguifh  the  boundaries  of  juflice  and  ini- 
*'  quity,  heft  comprehend  the  art  of  reigning.  For 
"  you  muft  remember,  that  it  is  not  with  us  as 
**  with  other  nations,  fuch  as  are  barbarous  and 
**  tyrannized,  where  a  particular  lordly  houfe  is 
"  eftabliftied,  and  where  all  befides  are  flaves  v/ith- 
"  out  referve.  But  you  are  about  to  govern  the 
"  Romans  -,   a  people  of  too  little  virtue  to  fupport 

*^  com- 
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*'  complete  libertr,  of  too  much  fpirit  to  bear  ab- 
"  folate  bondage." 

Galba  in  thefe  and   the  like  reafonlngs  to  Pifo, 
ufed  him  like  one  whom  he  was  but  yet  creating  a 
Prince.     The  council  treated  him  in  a  ftile  of  high 
reverence,  as  a  Prince  already  created.     Of  Pifo  it 
is  faid,  that  neither  in  the  obfervation  of.  the  Coun- 
cil, nor  afterwards  of  the  Public,  where  prefently 
all  eyes   were  fixed  upon  him,    did  he  betray  any 
fymptoms   of  a  mind  either  troubled   or  exalted. 
To  Galba,  now  both  his  Father  and  Emperor,   his 
difcourfe  was  full  of  reverence,  and  where  he  men- 
tioned himfelf,  full  of  modelly  ;    no  change  in  his 
countenance,  none  in  his  demeanour:    indications 
that  he  was  more  capable  of  reigning,  than  defirous 
to  reign.     Where  to  declare  the  adoption  was  next 
debated  ;  whether  to  the  People  aflembled,  or  to  the 
Senate,  or  to  the  Army.     The  refult  was  to  do  it 
in  the  Camp ;  a  preference  which  would  highly  re- 
dound to  the  glory  of  the  foldiery  ;    fmce  their  af- 
fecflions,  though  when  gained  by  abje61:  court  and 
the  force  of  bribes,  they  were  ill  gained,  yet  were 
never  to  be  neglecl:ed,  when  by  honourable  means 
tliey  could  be  purchafed.     7~he  palace  in  the  mean 
time  was  befet  with  the  multitude,  big  with  expec- 
tation, and  impatient   for  the  mighty  fecret.     So 
ungovernable  too  is  the  fpirit  of  popular  rumour, 
that  fuch  as  then  ftrove  to   ftifle  and  divert  it,  did 
thence  render  it  the  more  vehement  and  loud. 

The  tenth  of  January,  a  day  black  with  heavy 
.  rains,  was,  moreover,  by  the  frequent  roaring  of 
thunder,  by  incefiant  lightning,  and  by  the  tu- 
mult and  anger  of  the  elements,  rendered  unufually 
terrible;  a  matter  of  religious  obfervation  in  antient 
times,  and  conftant  ground  for  diffolving  public 
allemblies.  But  it  deterred  not  Galba  from  repair- 
ing to  the  camp.  Whether  it  were  that  he  corw 
temned  fuch  things  as  fortuitous  and  unmeaning,  or 

per- 
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perhaps  becaufe  the  decrees  of  fate,  however  fore- 
lliewn,  are  yet  inevitable.  To  a  full  afiembly  of 
the  foldiers,  with  the  brevity  becoming  an  Empe- 
ror, he  declared,  "  That  he  adopted  Pifo,  after  the 
"  precedent  of  the  deified  Auguilus,  and  according 
"  to  the  cuftom  of  an  army,  where  every  man 
^'  chufes  his  man."  And  left  the  revolt  in  Ger- 
many might,  by  hiding  or  difowning  it,  be  thence 
thought  more  formidable,  he  frankly  told  them, 
''  That  the  fourth  legion  and  the  eighteenth,  by 
*'  the  inftiaation  of  fome  few  incendiaries,  had  de- 
''  parted  from  their  dutyj  but  further  than  words 
*'  and  difcourfe  had  not  ofFended,  and  would  foon 
''  return  to  their  allegiance."  To  his  fpeech  he 
added  neither  gift  nor  court(hip.  By  the  Tri- 
bunes, however,  by  the  Centurions,  and  by  thofe 
of  the  foldiers  who  flood  next  him,  he  was  anfwer- 
ed  in  fuch  exprelhons  as  carried  in  them  the  found 
of  fubmiflion  and  alacrity.  Through  all  the  reft 
was  perceived  a  fullen  fadnefs  and  filence  ;  as  hav- 
ing thus  loft,  during  war,  the  donative  which  cuf- 
tom  and  their  own  infolent  claims  had  made  ne- 
cefTary  even  in  time  of  peace.  Certain  it  is,  that 
with  any  liberality,  however  fmall,  from  the  parfi- 
monious  old  man,  their  affections  might  have  been 
gained.  He  fufFered  by  his  feverity  overftrained, 
and  by  pra6lifmg,  out  of  feafon,  the  rigorous  purity 
of  antient  times ;  a  tafk  to  which  we  are  now  na 
longer  equal, 

^rom  the  Camp  Galba  proceeded  to  the  Senate, 
where  he  fpoke  with  the  fame  unaffeding  brevity,  as 
to  the  foldiery.  The  fpeech  made  by  Pifo  was 
civil  and  gracious,  and  by  the  Fathers  complaifant- 
ly  received.  Many  of  them  there  were  who  loved 
him,  and  made  profeilions  altogether  fincere. 
Pvlore  courtly  and  loud  were  they  who  were  averfs 
to  him  ;  while  the  indifferent  and  the  major  part, 
under  the  officious  homage  which  they  openly  paid 

him^ 
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him,  were  foflering  fecret  and  felfifh  hopes,  defli- 
tute  of  any  zeal  for  the  Public.  Nor  di  i  Pifo  after 
this,  during  the  four  fucceeding  days,  the  fhort  in- 
terval between  his  adoption  and  his  murder,  either 
a<El  or  fpeak  in  public.  Now,  as  advices  from  Ger- 
many of  the  revolt  there,  were  daily  arriving,  and 
daily  confirmed,  and  as  the  City  was  ever  greedy  ta 
receive,  ever  forward  to  believe  all  kinds  of  news, 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  alarming  and  fad;  it  was  by 
the  Fathers  ordained,  that  deputies  fhould  be  dif- 
patched  to  the  German  armies.  It  was  even  mat- 
ter of  fecret  confutation,  whether  Pifo  himfelf 
fhould  not  go  ;  and  for  his  gcing  the  plea  feemed 
f^ill  ftronger.  "  They,  in  truth,  would  carry  with 
**  them  the  authority  of  the  Senate;  but  he  in  his 
**  ov^^n  perfon,  the  Imperial  dignity  of  Csefar."  It 
feemed,  moreover,  expedient,  that  with  the  reft, 
Laco,  Captain  of  the  Prsetorian  guards,  fhould  be 
fent;  a  defign  which  Laco  himfelf  defeated.  The 
■chufing  of  the  deputies  too  (for  to  Galba  the  Se- 
nate had  permitted  the  choice)  was  accompanied 
with  a  fcandalous  inconftancy ;  and  they  were  nam- 
ed, and  excufed,  and  changed,  according  to  the  fe- 
veral  machinations  of  particulars,  to  procure  or  to 
decline  that  employment ;  juft  as  each  found  him- 
felf prompted  by  perfonal  hopes  or  pcrfonal  fears. 

How  to  find  money  was  the  next  concern ;  and 
while  every  expedient  was  examined,  it  feemed  of 
all  others  the  moft  juft,  to  fupply  the  Public  at  the 
expence  of  thofe,  whom  the  Public  had  been  impo- 
verifhed  to  enrich.  Above  feventecn  millions  had 
Nero  confumed  in  profufe  penfions  and  donJitions. 
All  the  partakers  in  this  extravagance  were  called  to 
account  by  Galba,  who,  leaving  them  a  tenth  of 
that  wild  liberality,  ordered  that  the  reft  fhould  be 
reftored.  Put  of  all  that  wild  liberality  they  had 
fcarce  a  tenth  left  unwafted;  having  lavifticd  the 
plunder  of  the  Public,  and  that  of  theiV  fellow  Citi- 
zens, 
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zcns,  In  the  fame  riot  and  prodigality,  in  which 
they  had  confounded  their  own  private  fortunes. 
And  to  thefc  men,  of  all  others  the  moft  rapacious, ' 
of  all  others  the  moft  abandoned  to  profufion  and 
excefles,  there  remained  neither  lands  nor  pecuniary 
revenues,' nor  any  thing,  fave  the  Implements  and 
garniture  of  voluptuoufnefs  and  debauchery.  In 
this  Court  of  refump-ion  prefided  thirty  Roman 
Knights;  a  Court  new  in  its  inftitution,  and  from 
the  number  of  officers,  from  the  numerous  fuits 
and  intrigues,  heavy  and  vexatious.  On  all  hands 
were  beheld  open  fales,  and  the  common  crier; 
and  with  public  feizures,  with  public  confifcations, 
the  whole  city  was  in  anguifh  and  a  ferment.  Yet 
infinite  matter  of  joy  it  proved,  to  find  tie  vile 
objedls  of  Nero's  extravagance  as  poor  as  thofe 
whqm  he  had  robbed.  About  the  fame  time  were 
difcharged  from  their  command  Antonius  Taurus, 
and  Antonius  Nafo,  Tribunes  cf  the  Praetorian 
Guards,  Emilius  Pacenfis,  Tribune  of  the  City-' 
bands,  and  Julius  Fronto  of  the  Night-watch. 
This  removal,  however,  proved  no  remedy  againft 
the  infidelity  of  the  reft,  but  an  alarm  to  their  fears; 
fince  to  policy  and  dread  they  afcribed  it,  that  par- 
ticulars only  were  •difmified,  and  concluded  them- 
felves  all  equally  fufpecled. 

During  thefe  tranfa6tions,  Otho,  who  in  the  quiet 
and  eftabliftiment  of  the  S:ate  faw  nothing;  but  de- 
fpair,  and  only  upon  public  confufion  founded  his 
hopes,  was  in  his  civil  purfuits  excited  by  many 
concurring  ftimulations.  He  lived  in  a  courfe  of 
riot  and  expence,  which  even  to  the  fortune  of  a 
fovereign  Prince,  would  have  proved  burdenfome 
and  uneafy  ;  under  neceflities  fuch  as  to  any  private 
man  would  have  appeared  fcarcefupportable;  burn- 
ing with  rage  againft  Galba^  with  envy  towards 
Pifo.  A  fi6lion  too  of  fear  for  his  own  life,  fur- 
niflied  a  colour  for  his  iaordinate  ambition,     "  He 

<^  had 
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*'  had  been  obnoxious  to  Nero  ;  but  could  not  hop® 
^'  to  efcape  a  fecond  time  by  the  truft  of  a  province, 
*'  or  another  honourable  exile.  Ever  fufpedled  and 
*'  ever  hated  by  all  reigning  princes  was  he,  who 
*'  by  the  public  voice  was  deftined  to  the  Succeffion. 
*'  To  himfelf  this  conlideration  only  had  proved  a 
*'  prejudice  with  Galba,  however  old  he  were ;  a 
*'  greater  prejudice  it  would  flill  prove  with  Pifo, 
*'  a  young  Prince,  in  his  own  nature  rough  and 
*'  ftern,  and,  by  a  long  courfe  of  exile,  rendered 
*'  perfcdlly  favage.  Since  therefore  Otho  might  be 
*'  flain,  whether  he  fubmitted  or  refifted,  it  be- 
*'  hoved  him  to  exert  his  might,  and  make  a  refo- 
*<  lute  effort,  while  the  authority  of  Galba  was 
*'  daily  decaying,  that  of  Pifo  not  yet  confirmed. 
*'  Natural  and  opportune  for  enterprifes  mighty 
*'  and  daring,  was  the  feafon  of  revolutions  in  a 
**  State.  Nor  was  there  caufe  or  room  for  linger- 
*'  ing  at  a  juncture  when  refignatlon  and  acquief- 
*'  ence  were  more  threatening  and  pernicious  than 
*5  boldnefs  and  temerity.  Death  was,  by  the  Iv/s 
"  of  nature,  the  equal  lot  of  all  men  ;  and  with 
*'  pofierity  the  deaths  of  particulars  were  only  di- 
''  verfified  by  glory  or  oblivion.  Now  fmce  the 
*'  innocent  muft  die,  and  the  guilty  could  do  no 
"  more,  it  became  a  brave  man  to  provoke  his  fall, 
*'  nor  to  perifti  without  deferving  it." 

Otho  had  a  foul  not  of  the  fame  foft  temper  and 
effeminacy  with  his  perfon.  Moreover  his  favou- 
rite Freedmen  and  Slaves,  themfelves  inured  to  a- 
licentioufnefs  and  riot  inconfiftent  v/ith  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  a  private  family,  were  cortinuaily  difplay- 
ing  to  their  Lord  the  allurements  of  Nero's  Court, 
the  delicacies  and  revelling,  the  choice  of  wivesy 
the  choice  of  women,  with  all  the  unbridled  wan- 
tonnefs  and  exceiles  of  a  Crown  ;  and,  as  he  was 
of  himfelf  paflionate  for  all  fuch  imperial  luxury,- 
they  reprefented  the  fame  as  his  own,  if  he  roufed^ 

himfelf 
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himfelf  and  made  it  fo  ;  but  reproached  him  if  he 
acqaicfced,    for  leaving   the   pofleffion  to   another. 
The  Aftrologers  at  the  fame  time  urged  him  by  their 
predidions,  while  they  were  confidently  averring, 
that  the  ftars  prefaged  approached  revolutions,  and 
a  year  of  fignal   glory  to  Otho  :   A  generation  of 
men  by  princes  never  to  be  trufled,  conftant  de- 
ceivers of  fuch  as  fofter  new  hopes  and  defigns,  and 
a  generation  which  from  this  our  City  will  ever  be 
excluded  by  law,  and   againft  law  ever  entertained 
in  it.     Many  of  thefe  Fortune-tellers  were  by  Pop- 
pasa  employed  in  her  fecret  intrigues,  and  fome  of 
the  deteftable  inftruments  which  fhe  ufed  for  ac- 
complifliing  her  marriage  v/ith  the  Emperor.     Of 
this  tribe  Ptolemy  was  one,  who  had  accompanied 
Otho   into  Spain,  and  having  foretold  him  that  he 
(hould  furvive  Nero,  gained  credit  afterwards  from 
the  event.     And  now,  from   a   public  rumour  and 
opinion  current  amongd:   all   fuch  as   weighed  and 
compared  the  old  age  of  Galba,  with  the  vigour 
and  youth  of  Otho,  Ptolemy  conje6^ured  himfelf, 
and  perfuaded  Otho,  that  his  afTumption  into  the 
Sovereignty  would  furely  happen.     But  with  Otho 
thefe  wretched  predictions  paifed  as  uttered  by  a 
prophetic  fpirit,  and  as  the  propitious  warnings  of 
the  Fates.     Such  is  the  vifionary  genius  of  human 
nature,  ever  mod  zealous  to  believe  tilings  dark  and 
unfearchable.     Neither  did  Ptolemy  confine  himfelf 
to  predictions  only ;  having  firfl:  flattered  the  am- 
bition of  Otho    he  was  now  prompting  him  to  the 
laft  bloody  a(Sl:  of  treafon      As  indeed  from  the  har- 
bouring fuch  afpiring  wifhes  to  the  forming  of  fuch 
black  purpcfes,  the  mind  is  led  with  v/onderful  fa- 
cility. 

Yet  whether  this  treafon  was  jufl  then  conceived, 
is  altogether  uncertain.     The  affections  of  the  fol- 
diers  he  had  long  and  afTiduoufly  courted,  either  in 
view  of  the  SucceiTion,  which  he  hoped,  or  to  pre- 
pare 
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pare  them  for  the  confpiracy  which  he  meditated. 
This  court  he  was  upon  all  occafions  paying  them, 
in  their  progrefs  from  place  to  place,  or  as  they 
marched  in  order  of  battle,  or  lay  in  garrifon,  or 
were  ported  upon  guard  ;  calling  every  old  foldier 
familiarly  by  his  name,  and  in  memory  of  their 
common  fervice  under  Nero,  fliling  therri  Com- 
rades. With  others,  as  he  faw  them,  he  v.'ould  be 
reviving  acquaintance;  many,  whom  he  faw  not, 
he  would  enquire  after,  and  with  his  money  or  his 
intereil:  afTiil  them.  Nor  in  this  his  commerce 
with  them,  failed  he  frequently  to  drop  feveral 
moving  complaints,  with  infmuations  concerning 
Galba,  full  of  darknefs  and  ambiguity,  and  every 
other  hint  and  expreffion  proper  to  infufe  difcon- 
tent  and  alarms  into  minds  like  theirs,  ignorant 
and  vulgar.  They  already  refented  bitterly,  as 
matters  of  mighty  grief,  their  laborious  marches, 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  the  feverity  of  difcipline 
and  warfare  in  this  reign  revived  ;  that  they,  who 
had  only  been  accuftomed  to  pleafant  tours  by  fea, 
to  vifit  the  delightful  bays  of  Campania,  and  the 
fine  cities  of  Achaia,  were  now  obliged  to  traverfe 
long  ranges  of  countries,  and  to  climb  laborioufly 
over  the  high  Alps  and  Pyrenees,  flruggling  under 
a  load  of  arms. 

To  this  flame  which  had  already  feized  the  fpirits 
of  the  foldiers,  frefh  fuels  and  firebrands  were  mini- 
ftered  by  Pudens  Mevius,  an  intimate  of  Tigellirms. 
This  incendiary,  having  firft  fet  himfelf  to  cajole 
and  feduce  particulars,  namely  every  one  naturally 
addi6led  to  wavering  and  giddinefs,  or  pinched  with 
neceffity,  or  abandoned  to  novel  purfuits  and  the 
luft  of  change,  had  by  gradual  advances  carried  this 
pradlice  fo  high,  that  whenever  Galba  was  enter- 
tained at  the  houle  of  Otho,  he  thence  took  oppor- 
tunity to  diftrlbute  to  the  Cohort  attending  upon 
guard,  the  fum  of  more  than  three  crowns  a  man, 

4        under 
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under  the  name  of  liberality  natural  at  a  time  of 
banqueting.  This  bounty  of  Otho's,  given  in  truth 
as  a  public  donative,  was  further  heightened  with 
gifts  and  lecompences  conferred  more  privately 
vpon  particulars.  Nay,  fo  ardent  and  bold  he  was 
in  his  meafures  to  corrupt  them,  that  Cocceius 
Proculus,  a  lifeguardman,  having  a  contell  with  a 
neighbour  concerning  their  boundaries,  Otho,  at 
his  own  expence,  purchafed  the  neighbour's  whole 
ground,  though  the  difpute  was  only  about  a  part, 
and  beftowed  it  upon  Proculus.  For,  fuch  blindi 
ftupidity  pofTeffed  the  Captain  of  the  guards,  that 
by  him,  tranfadioris  the  moft  apparent  pafled  equal- 
ly unobferved  as  intrigues  the  moft  hidden. 

Now  Otho  at  this  time  committed  the  diredion 
of  the  treafon  premeditated  to  one  of  his  freedmen, 
Onomaftus;  who  introduced  to  his  Lord  two  men 
as  proper  inftruments  in  it,  Barbius  Proculus,  *  a 
Serjeant  of  the  lifeguard,  and  Veturius  an  Adjutant 
of  the  fame  band.  Otho,  when,  by  a  converfation 
long  and  various,  he  had  well  tried  their  temper 
and  capacity,  and  found  them  to  be  fellows  crafty 
and  refolute,  loaded  them  with  great  rewards,  as 
well  as  with  promifes  mighty  and  many,  and  fur- 
nifhed  them  with  money  to  bribe  and  debauch  the 
inclinations  of  as  many  of  the  reft  as  they  were 
able.  Thus  two  common  foldiers  undertook  to 
transfer  the  Empire  of  the  Romans  from  one  Prince 
to  another,  and  transferred  it  eff'eilually.  Into  the 
fecret  of  the  tragical  feat  intended  they  admitted 
very  few.  The  minds  of  the  reft,  already  uneafy 
and  wavering,  they  urged  and  alarmed  by  various 
artifices  and  infufions ;  reprefented  the  foldiers  of 
chief  note  as  under  prefent  difgrace  and  diftruftj  for 
having  been  by  Nymphicjius  diftinguiihed  with  fa- 
vours.    The  crowd  and  the  reft  they  inflamed,  by 

*  Teferarius,  one  who  carried  the  watchword. 
Vol.  III.  C  fill- 
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filling  them  with  utter  defpair  of  the  donative  now 
fo  often  procraftinated.  Amongft  them  too  there 
were  fome  tranfported  with  a  fondnefs  for  the  me- 
mory of  Nero,  and  a  paflion  for  recalling  the  li- 
centioufnefs  which  under  him  they  had  enjoyed;,, 
and  to  a  man  they  were  llruck  with  dread  of  a 
change  and  reformation  to  be  introduced  amongft 
the  foldiery. 

This  peftilent  humour  In  the  Praetorian  bands, 
feized  alfo  and  infe£led  the  fpirits  of  .  the  Le- 
gions and  Auxiliaries,  men  already  roufed  and 
animated,  ever  fmce  it  had  been  divulged,  that  the 
Army  in  Germany  had  renounced  their  faith  and 
obedience.  And  fo  ripe  were  the  evil- difpofed  and 
feditious  to  perpetrate  the  treafon ;  nay,"^  even 
amongft  thofe  who  were  free  from  any  participation 
in  it,  there  prevailed  fuch  filence  and  difguifes,  that 
on  the  fourteenth  of  January,  the  confpirators  were 
prepared,  as  Otho  returned  home  from  fupping 
abroad,  to  have  hurried  him  away,  and  declared 
him  Emperor ;  only  that  they  apprehended  the  un- 
certain perils  of  the  night,  and  that,  as  widely  all 
over  the  city  the  quarters  of  the  foldiers  were  dif- 
joined,  amongft  men  difperfed  and  intoxicated  with 
liquor  no  certain  concurrence  could  be  enfured. 
This  was  a  confideration  infpired  by  no  tendernefs 
for  the  ftate,  which,  even  in  their  fober  hours,  they 
had  combined  to  ftain  with  the  blood  of  their 
Prince,  but  by  caution,  left,  during  the  dark,  who- 
ever chanced  to  be  prefented  to  the  foldiers  of  the 
German  or  the  Pannonian  Army,  might  by  them, 
moft  of  them  unacquainted  with  the  perfon  of  Otho, 
be  inftead  of  him  faluted  their  Sovereign.  The 
revolt  was  now  beginning  to  operate,  and  to  mani- 
feft  itfelf  by  manifold  indications  3  but  fuch  indica- 
tions were  carefully  ftifled  and  covered  by  the  con- 
fprrators ;  nay,  fuch  of  them  as  even  had  reached 
the  ear^  of   Galba,  were  ridiculed  and  explained 

away 
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away  by  Laco,  Captain  of  his  guards,  who  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  fpirit  and  difcontents  of  the  foldiery, 
a  certain  enemy  to  every  counfel,  however  excel- 
lent, if  he  himfelf  gave  it  not,  and  headftrong  in 
oppofing  every  man  eminent  for  abiHty  and  difcern- 
ment. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  January  Galba,  then  facri- 
ficing  at  the  Temple  of  Apollo,  was  by  Umbricius 
the  Soothfayer  warned  of  difmal  prefages  from  the 
entrails,  of  treafonahle  plots  juft  impending,  and  a 
domeftic  foe 5  ail  in  the  hearing  of  Otho,  who 
flood  next  him,  and  by  a  different  conftrucStion  un- 
derftood  it  all  as  propitious  to  himfelf,  and  a  fuc- 
cefsful  ifTue  foretold  of  his  own  machination  and 
views.  Nor  was  it  long  after  this  ere  Onomaftus, 
his  Freedman,  arrived  with  notice,  that  the  Surveyor 
and  Builders  waited  his  coming.  This  v/as  the  fig- 
nal  before  fettled  amongft  them,  to  intimate  that  the 
foldiers  were  aflembling,  and  the  confpiracy  ripe  for 
execution.  To  thofe  who  afked  Otho  the  caufe  of 
his  departure,  he  feigned  for  anfwer,  that  he  v/as 
about  purchafmg  certain  houfes,  which  being  old, 
and  thence  fufpected  to  be  decayed,  it  was  therefore 
neceflary  firft  to  examine  them.  Then  leaning  on 
his  Freedman,  he  proceeded  through  the  houfe  of 
Tiberius  into  the  place  Velabrum,  and  from  thence 
to  the  gilded  pillar  by  the  Temple  of  Saturn, 
There  three  and  twenty  lifeguard-men  faluted  hint 
Emperor;  and,  as  he  Hood  full  of  affright,  that 
from  fo  few  fuch  falutation  fbould  come,  they 
placed  him  in  vehement  hafte  upon  a  chair,  ani 
hurried  him  av/ay  with  their  fwords  drawn.  To 
thefe,  in  their  progrefs  to  the  camp,  much  the 
like  number  of  foldiers  joined  themfelves ;  fome 
as  privy  to  the  treafon,  more  as  ftruck  with  the 
wonderful  event;  part  of  them  uttering  fhouts, 
and  difplaying  their  arms ;  part  remaining  in  utter 
C  2  filence. 


28  THE   HISTORY        Book  I. 

filence,   refolved  by  the   ifTue  to  form  their  affec- 
tions. 

In  the  Camp,  Julius  Martialis,  the  Tribune,  at 
that  Jun£^ure  commanded  the  main  guard.  This 
officer,  whether  he  were  really  overcome  with  fur- 
prize  at  the  mighty  treafon,  fo  daring  and  fudden^or 
whether  he  feared  the  camp  to  have  been  more  gene- 
rally infe6led,  and  that,  if  he  refifted,  he  muft  be  doom- 
ed to  perifh';  behaved  fo  as  to  adminifter  ground  of 
fufpicion  to  many,  that  he  hinifelf  was  engaged  in 
the  confpiracy.  The  other  Tribunes  too,  and  the 
Centurions,  preferred  an  intereft  prefent  and  pre- 
vailing, to  the  defence  of  a  caufe  honourable  in- 
deed, but  uncertain  and  perilous.  Such,  moreover, 
was  the  biafs  and  turn  found  in  the  minds  of  the 
whole,  that  an  iniquity,  of  all  others  the  moft 
heinous,  was  by  a  handful  of  men  attempted,  by 
many  defired,  and  borne  with  acquiefcence  by  all. 

Galba,  the  wliile,  utterly  unacquainted  with  all 

this  revolution,  and  flill  bent  upon  the  work  of  fa- 

crifices,    was  importuning  with  fupplications,   the 

guardian  Gods  of  an  Empire,  now  under  the  fway 

of  another,  when  the  rumour  reached  him,    that 

fome  particular  Senator,    it  was  uncertain  which, 

was  by  a  party  jufl  then  hurried  away  to  the  camp, 

there  to  be  prefented  to  the  foldiery ;  and  ftraight  it 

followed,  that  Otho  was  the  Senator  thus  hurried 

thither.     Inilantly  from  every  part  of  the  city  there 

crowded  people  with  the  fame  tidings  to  Galba, 

each,  as  foon  as  he  met  him,  recounting  it  his  own 

way  ;    fome  heightened  the  terrible  ftory  beyond 

meafure  ;    others  there  were  who  foothed  him  with 

relations  far  fhort  of  the  fads.     For  they  had  not, 

even  at  a  conjun61ure  fo  defperate,  unlearnt  their 

wonted  ftile  of  proftitute  flattery.     Now  after  con- 

fultation  holden,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  temper  of 

the  cohort,  then  upon  duty  in  the  palace,  fhould  be 

founded,  yet  not  by  the  mouth  of  Galba  in  perfon, 

whofe 
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whofe  authority  was  referved  in  full  vigour,  to  be 
applied  as  the  laft  remedy  upon  the  higheft  exigen- 
cy. Pilb,  therefore,  having  caufed  them  to  be  af- 
fembled  at  the  foot  of  the  flairs  of  the  palace,  accoft- 
ed  them  on  this  vv^ife : 

"  This  is  the  fixth  day,  my  fellow  foldiers,  fince 
"  I  was  adopted  Caefar,  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
"  lot  to  enfue  from  it,  whether  I  ought,  to  have  co- 
"  veted,  or  dreaded  that  name.  What  fate  this 
*'  adoption  is  to  derive  upon  my  family,  and  what 
"  upon  the  Commonwealth,  lies  wholly  in  your 
"  power  to  determine.  Not  that,  in  my  own  per- 
"  fon,  I  fear  any  of  the  ftorms  of  fortune,  how- 
''  ever  boifterous  or  tragical,  as  having  long  tried 
"  the  weight  and  ftrokes  of  adverfity,  and  now 
*'  thoroughly  learnt,  that  no  lefs  perils  attend  upon 
*^  profperity  and  exaltation.  What  I  lament,  is  the 
''  lot  of  my  imperial  Father,  with  that  of  the  Se- 
"  nate,  and  that  of  this  our  common  Empire  ;  if 
1'  we  are  this  day  reduced  to  the  fad  necellity  ei- 
'■^  ther  of  perifhing  ourfelves,  or,  which  to  v/orthy 
"  minds  is  a  choice  equally  doleful,  of  caufmg 
"  others  to  perifh.  In  the  public  convulfion  lately 
"  felt,  we  had  this  confolation,  that  this  our  City 
"  remained  free  from  any  ftain  or  guilt  of  blood  ; 
«*  and  that,  without  popular  tumults,  the  revolu- 
''  tion  was  accompliflied.  Nay,  that,  even  after 
''  the  demife  of  Galba,  no  place  or  pretence  might 
<'  be  left  for  war,  ample  provifion  feemed  to  have 
'*  been  made  by  his  adopting  me. 

"  To  myfelf  perfonaily  I  affume  no  glory ;  I 
'•  boaft  not  of  my  houfe,  however  noble,  nor  of 
"  my  deportment,  however  modeft.  For  verily, 
*'  in  a  competition  for  merit  with  Otho,  the  dif- 
''  play  of  virtues  is  entirely  fuperfluous.  The  vices 
*'  of  Otho,  for  in  vices  only  he  glories,  confound- 
"  ed  the  Empire  even  at  a  time  when  he  was  a  pro- 
"  fefled  friend  to  the  Emperor.  Is  it  by  the  me- 
C  2  "  rit 
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*'  Tit  of  his  voluptuous  life,  by  the  pomp  and  dig- 
**  nity  of  his  gait,  or  is  it  by  his  gorgeous  drels, 
**  altogether  foft  and  effeminate,  that  he  would 
**  claim  a  right  to  Empire  ?  Blind  dupes  are  they, 
•'  with  whom  his  profufion  and  extravagances  pafs 
*'  under  the  guife  of  generofity.  The  man  may 
*'  know  how  to  v/afte  and  confound  j  but  to  ge- 
*'  nuine  liberality,  he  mufl  be  an  utter  ftranger. 
**  At  this  inftant  his  foul  is  devifmg  future  feats  of 
*'  lufi^s,  rendevoufes  in  gluttony,  and  wanton  re- 
*'  veilings  with  bands  of  proftitute  women.  Ex- 
**  celTes  like  thefe  he  efleems  to  be  the  wages  and 
•*  prerogatives  of  princely  rule;  exce/Tes,  of  which 
*'  the  fruition  and  charms  are  to  redound  to  him 
**  alone,  but  to  all  men  the  infamy  and  fhame. 
*'  For  never  yet  was  there  an  inftance  of  a  man, 
^'  who,  by  righteous  meafures,  adminiftered  a  ftate, 
"  which,  by  wickednefs  and  iniquity,  he  had  ac- 
**  quired.  The  voice  and  confent  of  human  kind 
**  raifed  Galba  to  Imperial  dignity ;  into  the  Im- 
"  perial  dignityj  Galba,  with  your  confent,  in- 
"  grafted  me. 

'•  If  the  Commonweal,  if  the  Roman  Senate, 
*'  and  the  People  of  Rome,  be 'all  no  more  than 
*'  empty  and  imaginary  names ;  yet  ftill  it  is  your 
**  concern,  my  fellow  foldiers,  that  by  fellows  of 
*'  all  others  the  moft  loofe  and  abandoned,  yovir 
*'  Emperor  be  not  chofen.  That  our  legions  have 
**  mutinied  againft  their  Commanders,  is  what  we 
**  have  heard  now  and  then.  But  your  faith  and 
**  duty  and  chara6ler,  have  fubfifted  unto  this  day, 
*'  without  blemifh  or  imputation.  Nay,  Nero 
*'  himfelf  you  forfook  not ;  you  were  forfaken  by 
*^  Nero.  Shall  a  few  common  men,  in  number 
*'  lefs  than  thirt}^  fugitives  from  their  duty,  trai- 
*'  tors  to  their  country,  award  the  Empire  as  they 
*'  lift ;  they  from  whom  no  man  would  bear  the 
^'  choice  of  one  of  their  own  Tribunes  or  Centu- 

"  rions  ? 
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*'  rions  ?  Do  you  approve  the  wicked  precedent  ?  Dd 
*'  you,  by  acquiefcing,  adopt  the  guilt,  and  render  it 
*^  common  to  you  all  ?  To  the  provinces  next  this 
*'  pernicious  licence  will  pafs  :  And  upon  us  indeed, 
''  upon  Galba  and  me,  will  devolve  the  iflue  of  thefe 
''  defperate  treafons,  but  upon  you  that  of  fuch  ruin- 
"  ous  wars.  Neither  do  greater  earnings  await  fuch 
*'  as  involve  themfelves  in  the  guilt  of  murdering 
''  their  Prince,  than  fuch  as  preferve  themfelves 
"  guiltlefs.  But  from  us  you  fhall  receive,  for  your 
*'  fidelity  preferved,  a  donative  as  large  and  fure  a3 
•'  from  others  for  parricide  committed." 

Thofe  of  the  lifeguard-men,  who  bear  the  title 
of  Speculatores^  having  dropped  away,  the  reft  of 
the  Cohort  manifefted  towards  his  perfon  and  rea- 
foning  no  fort  of  diftafte,  or  infolence,  fuch  as  tu- 
multuous conjun£lures  ufually  produce.  On  the 
contrary,  they  prepared  their  enfigns,  in  conformi- 
ty rather  to  difcipline,  and  with  minds,  as  yet  un- 
tainted with  treafon,  than,  as  afterwards  was  be- 
lieved, from  counterfeit  duty,  and  the  hypocrify  of 
traitors.  Celfus  Marius  was,  moreover,  fent  tq 
the  body  of  men  who  had  been  detached  from  the 
Army  in  Illyrium,  and  were  then  lodged  in  the 
cloyfters  of  Vipfanius.  To  Amulius  Sefenus  and 
Domitius  Sabinus,  Centurions  of  the  firft  rank, 
orders  were  given,  to  bring  away  from  the  court 
of  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  the  band  of  German 
foldiers  there.  Of  the  Legion  formed  from  the 
Marines,  great  diftruft  was  entertained,  as  of  men 
full  of  vengeance  for  the  blood  of  their  brethren, 
whom  Galba,  even  during  his  firft  entry  as  Em- 
peror into  Rome,  had  doomed  to  inftant  maflacre. 
To  the  camp  alfo  of  the  Praetorian  guards  there  re- 
paired the  Tribunes  Cerius  Severus,  Subrius  Dex- 
ter, and  Pompeius  Longinus,  to  try  whether  by 
reafons  and  exhortations  more  wholefome  and  righ- 
teous^  the  mutiny  then  but  in  its  infancy,  and  not 
C  4  yet 
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yet  arrived  at  its  full  inveteracy,  might  not  be  quell- 
ed, and  obedience  reftored.  Tvi^o  of  thefe  Tri- 
bunes, Subrius  and  Cerius,  the  foldiers  encountered 
and  terrified  by  threats.  Upon  Longinus  they  laid 
violent  hands,  and  ftripped  him  of  his  arms,  for 
that  he  came  not  as  an  officer  by  courfe  of  fervice, 
but  as  a  confident  of  Galba,  one  faithful  to  his 
Prince,  and  thence  obnoxious  to  thefe  traitors.  The 
Legion  of  Marines,  v^ithout  hefitating  a  moment, 
afTociated  themfelvcs  with  the  Praetorian  bands.  The 
band  detached  from  the  Illyrian  army  drove  Celfus 
from  amongfl  them,  with  flights  of  darts.  The 
German  troops  continued  a  great  while  wavering 
and  irrefolute  ;  men,  who  were  in  theij  bodies  ftill 
feeble,  but  in  their  minds  intirely  peaceable  and  re- 
conciled. For  as  they,  who  had  been  by  Nero  fent 
before  him  to  Alexandria,  while  he  meditated  a 
journey  thither,  were  now  returned  fickly  and  fa- 
tigued v/ith  a  courfe  of  failing  fo  long  and  uneafy, 
Galba  was  beftowing  conftant  and  affeilionate  care 
to  cherifh  and  refcore  them. 

The  whole  body  of  the  populace,  mlxt  with  a 
hoft  of  bondmen,  were  nov/  filling  the  palace ;  all 
clamouring  v/ith  confufed  din,  to  have  Otho  doom- 
ed to  inflant  execution,  and  the  refl  of  the  con- 
jfpirators  to  confifcation  and  exile  j  jufl  as  if  they 
had  been  craving  for  feme  pubJic  reprefentation  and 
fports  in  the  Circus  or  Amphitheatre.  Nor  in  truth, 
uere  they  aduated  by  any  difcernment,  by  any 
fincerity  or  affection  :  For  the  fame  mouths  were 
ready  before  the  clofe  of  the  day,  to  have  urged 
the  doom  of  Galba  and  his  adherents,  with  equal 
contention  and  noife ;  but  they  blindly  followed  a 
cuftom  tranfmitted  from  reign  to  reign,  of  footh- 
ing  any  Emperor  whomfoever,  by  applaufes  ufual 
and  extravagant,  and  by  a  difplay  of  zeal  utterly 
vain  and  hollow.  Galba,  the  while,  was  holden 
in  fufpenfe  between  two  different  counfels.     It  was 

pro- 
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propofed  by  VInius,  "  That  the  Emperor  fhould 
"  abide  within  the  palace,  arm  his  flaves  in  his  de- 
"  fence,  fortify  the  avenues,  and  by  no  means  ifllie 
''  forth  amongftmcn  mad  with  rage.  To  the  mu- 
"  tinous  he  muft  allow  time  for  remorfe ;  to  the 
"  well  affe6led  leifure  for  intercourfe  and  concur- 
"  rence.  Defperate  iniquities  derive  force  from 
"  precipitation  and  rapidity.  Sound  counfels  are 
'*  ripened  and  corroborated  by  flownefs  and  delibe- 
"  ration.  In.  conclufion,  were  his  going  found 
"  necefTary  fome  time  hence,  it  would  be  fHll  even 
*'  then  in  his  power  to  go.  But  if  once  he  ven- 
"  tured  abroad,  it  would  be  too  late  to  wifli  him- 
*•  felf  at  home,  fmce  upon  the  good  pleafure  of 
"  others  his  return  muft  then  depend." 

All  the  reft  aliedgcd  "  the  neceility  of  difpatch 
"  and  inftant  meafures  before  the  confpiracy  of  a 
"  few,  as  yet  impotent  and  unfupported,  had  ga- 
"  thered  ftrength  and  numbers.  By  fuch  condu6l 
"  even  Otho  would  be  ftruclc  with  dread,  he  who, 
"  having  vv^ithdrawn  himfelf  by  ftealth,  and  been 
"  introduced  amongft  men  no  wife  apprized  of  the 
"  defign,  was  now  by  the  heavinefs  of  Galba  and 
"  his  party,  their  fpiritlefs  procraftinations  and  con- 
"  fumption  of  time,  taught  to  mimic  the  Sove- 
"  reign.  Far  be  it  from  them  to  linger  on,  to 
'«  await  till  he  had  eftabliftied  in  his  intereft  the 
''  whole  Camp,  then  marched  into  Roine,  feized 
>'  the  Forum,  and  under  full  viev/  of  Galba,  afcend- 
"  ed  the  Capitol ;  when  at  the  fame  time  theEmpe- 
•'  ror,  like  a  chief  of  fignal  prowefs,  fhuts  himfelf  up 
''  with  his  valiant  friends  in  the  palace,  and  there, 
''  fecure  as  bolted  gates  and  doors  can  make  him, 
"  prepares  forfooth  to  endure  a  fiege  !  Mighty  and 
"  notable,  truly,  was  the  aid  to  be  expedted  from 
■'  an  array  of  their  flaves,  if  the  union  and  ?.]?,- 
''  crity  of  numbers  fo  vaft  already,  attached  to  liis 
^  caufb;  were  negleded,  and  the  firft  faily  of  their 
C  5  "  idmt' 
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*'  refentment,  a  thing  of  infinite  prevalence,  were 
*'  left  to  cool.  Whatever  is  diihonourable,  is  there- 
"  fore  unfafe  :  Or,  if  to  fall  were  inevitable,  it 
*'  was  juft  to  brave  danger  by  meeting  it :  An  event 
*'  from  which  more  public  odium  and  diftarte  would 
*'  accrue  to  Otho,  and  to  themfelves  certain  re- 
'^  nown."  Vinius  oppofed  this  advice,  and  was 
therefore  by  Laco  encountered  with  great  vehe- 
mence and  menaces  ;  all  at  the  inftigation  of  Ice- 
lus,  who  was  thus  purfuing  his  perfonal  and  inve- 
terate fpite,  to  the  calamity  and  overthrow  of  the 
State. 

Neither  did  Galba  deliberate  longer,  but  yielded 
to  thofe  whofe  counfels  were  more  plaufible.  Pifo 
however  was  fent  away  before  to  the  camp,  as  a 
young  man  mighty  in  name  and  reputation,  dif- 
tinguiilied  with  recent  marks  of  public  favour,  and 
one  pofTefled  too  with  enmity  to  TitusVinius.  Whe- 
ther he  really  Hated  the  man,  or  whether  the  fame 
were  only  wifned  by  fiich  as  did  :  in  truth,  the  more 
invidious  opinion,  that  of  his  hate,  was  the  moft 
readily  believed.  Scarce  had  Pifo  left  the  palace, 
before  a  ftory  fpread,  that  Otho  was  flain  in  the 
camp  5  a  ftory  founded  at  firft  only  upon  a  rumour, 
fuch  as  flew  at  random,  and  could  not  be  traced. 
But  forthwith,  as  ufual  in  momentous  lies,  there 
appeared  perfons  who  averred,  that  they  themfelves 
had  been  upon  the  fpot  when  it  was  done,  and  be- 
held it  done :  News  fwallowed  with  credulity  by 
men  who  rejoiced  in  it,  and  troubled  not  themfelves 
with  inquiries  about  it.  It  was  by  many  conjectured, 
that  by  fome  partizans  of  Otho,  who  by  this  time 
had  mingled  themfelves  with  the  reft,  the  rumour 
was  firft  framed,  and  afterwards  heightened  ;  and 
that,  purely  to  intice  Galba  from  his  retirement, 
they  had  forged  and  publifhed  tidings  fo  acceptable. 

Now  upon  this  occafion,  it  was  not  the  people 
enly^  v/ith  the  thoughtlefs  vulgar,  who  broke  out 

into 
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into  fhouts  and  applaudings,  and  demonftratlons  of 
zeal  altogether  extravagant ;  but  the  major  part  of 
the  Senators  and  Roman  Knights  now  diverted  of 
their  fears,  and  therefore  void  of  caution  and  re- 
ferve,  forced  the  gates  of  the  palace,  and  rufhing 
in,  prefented  themfelves  with  oftentation  before 
Galba,  uttering  fore  complaints,  that  the  vengeance 
by  them  meditated  in  his  behalf,  was  now  fnatched 
out  of  their  hands.  Every  the  moft  fpiritlefs  co- 
ward, fuch  who  would  be  fure  to  face  no  fort  of 
danger,  as  the  event  well  proved,  was  at  this  junc- 
ture profufe  of  words  and  boafts,  in  tongue  at  leaft 
magnanimous  and  daring.  No  man  knew  the  fa6t, 
and  all  averred  it.  So  that  Galba,  deprived  of  true 
information,  and  overcome  with  the  concurring 
voices  of  men  milled  themfelves  and  mifleading  him, 
put  on  a  breaft-plate  ;  and,  finding  himfelf  unable, 
through  age  and  bodily  weaknefs,  to  fuftain  the 
prefling  crowd,  was  hoifted  up  in  a  chair.  While 
he  was  yet  within  the  palace,  Julius  Atticus,  one 
of  the  life-guard,  approached,  and  difplaying  a  fword 
all  over  bloody,  declared  with  a  loud  voice,  that  by 
his  hand  Otho  had  been  llain.  Nor  other  anfwer 
gave  Galba,  than.  Brother  foldier^  whofe  orders  hadji 
thou  ?  Such  was  the  lignal  firmnefs  of  his  fpirit  in 
reftraining  the  licentious  infolence  of  the  foldiery, 
a  fpirit  by  no  menaces  to  be  difmayed,  and  againft^. 
the  infmuationsof  flattery  firm  and  uncorrupt. 

In  the  camp  the  while  they  had  to  a  man  fhaken 
off  all  doubts  and  hefitation.  Nay  fuch  was  the 
ardour  they  exprefled,  that  to  fecure  Otho  with 
their  perfons  and  feveral  bands  fufficed  them  not  ; 
they  even  placed  him  amidft  the  enfigns,  upon  that 
very  Tribunal,  where  a  little  before  itood  the  gol- 
den Statue  of  Galba,  and  there  encompafTed  him 
round  with  banners  difplayed.  Room  for  accefs  to 
his  perfon  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions  found  none; 
the  common  foldiers  had  even  given  round  a  gcne- 
C  6  ral 
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ral  caution  "  to  beware  of  all  who  were  in  com- 
**  mand  or  authority  amongft  ihcm."  With  fierce 
fhouts,  with  the  wild  voice  of  uproar,  and  with  the 
cries  of  exhortation  by  all  given  and  returned,  the 
whole  place  refounded  :  A  fpirit  no  wife  equalled  by 
that  of  the  people,  and  the  vulgar,  v/hen  on  pub- 
lic occafions  they  utter,  in  inconftant  ftarts  of  ac- 
clamations, their  lifelefs  flattery.  Here,  as  fafl  as 
they  beheld  any  particular  foldier  approach,  (for  in 
cr  was  they  w^ere  all  approaching)  they  feized  him 
by  the  hand,  in  all  their  armour  embraced  him, 
placed  him  faft  by  their  fide,  led  him  word  by  word 
in  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Otho ;  this  moment  re- 
commended their  Emperor  to  the  aiFedions  of  the 
foldiers ;  the  next  the  foldier  to  the  favour  of  their 
Emperor.  Neither  was  Otho  wanting  or  flow  in 
his  part ;  his  hand  was  continually  prefented  to  the 
falute  ;  he  worfhipped  the  rabble,  was  profufe  of 
his  kif^'es,  and  in  order  to  be  a  Sovereign,  defcend- 
ed  to  all  the  meannefTes  of  a  Slave.  After  the  Le- 
gion of  Marines  had  unanimoufly  fworn  to  him, 
he  grew  to  confide  in  his  flrength,  and  judged  that, 
as  he  had  hitherto  only  incited  them  to  difafFecStion 
man  by  man,  it  was  now  feafonable  to  infiame  them 
in  a  body.  From  the  rampart  therefore  of  the 
camp,  he  began  in  this  flrain  : 

*'  Under  what  denomination  I  come  forth  to  pre- 
**  fent  myfelf  to  you,  my  fellow  foldiers,  I  can  by 
*'  no  means  declare.  To  entitle  myfelf  a  private 
-**  perfon,  is  what  I  can  no  more  endure,  fmce  by 
*'  you  I  have  been  entitled  your  Princ?  ;  than  to 
**  call  myfelf  Sovereign  whilfl  another  bears  rule, 
*'  Nay,  by  what  appellation  you  yourfelves  are  to 
*'  be  diflinguifhed,  mufl  alfo  continue  a  riddle,  as 
"  long  as  It  remains  a  controverfy,  whether  you 
*'  entertain  within  your  trenches  a  Roman  Empe- 
*'  ror,  or  an  Enemy  to  the  people  of  Rome.  Hear 
**  you  not,  that  with  the  fame  breatli  and  impor- 

*'  tunity 
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"  tunity  i«  demanded  a  bloody  doom  for  me,  and 
"  terrible  vengeance  upon  you  ?  So  apparent  it  is, 
"  that  your  lot  and  mine  is  the  fame,  either  to  be 
"  fecure  together,  or  together  to  perifn.  And  fo 
*'  merciful  is  the  fpirit  of  Galba,  that  ere  now 
"  perhaps  he  has  granted  that  cruel  demand  ;  he 
"  who,  without  folicitation  from  any  mortal  man, 
"  could  doom  to  general  maflacre  fo  many  thou- 
"  fand  foldiers  void  of  all  guilt  and  offence.  Cold 
*'  horror  pofTefleth  my  foul,  as  often  as  I  recal  the 
"  day  of  his  public  entry,  a  day  fo  mournful  and 
"  tragical ;  when  I  recal  the  only  victory  by  Gal- 
"  bav/on,  that  of  his  configning  to  execution,  un- 
"  der  the  eyes  of  Rome,  every  tenth  man  of  thofe 
"  wretches  who  had  already  fubmitted,  wretches 
"  whom  he  had  received,  as  fupplicants,  into  his 
"  faith  and  prote(fl:ion. 

"  Such  were  the  unhallowed  omens  attended  his 
*'  entry ;  and,  after  it,  what  inftance  of  glory 
"  brought  he  to  adorn  his  fovereignty,  other  than 
**  the  blood  of  Cbultronius  Sabinus  and  of  Cor- 
*'  nelius  Marcellus,  both  fiaughtered  in  Spain,  that 
"  of  Betuus  Chilo  fpilt  in  Gaul,  that  of  Fonteius 
''  Capito  in  Germany,  that  of  Clodius  Macer  in 
''  Africa,  that  of  Cingonius  in  his  march,  of  Tur- 
''  pilianus  in  the  City,  and  of  Nymphidius  in  the 
*'  Camp  ?  Through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Em- 
*'  pire,  what  Province  is  there,  what  quarter  or 
**  encampment,  which  is  not  contaminated  with 
<*  flaughters,  and  dyed  in  blood,  or,  as  he  himfelf 
**  boafts,  chaftened  and  reformed?  For,  upon  deeds, 
*'  which,  with  all  but  himfeFf,  pafs  for  barbarities, 
*'  he  beflows  the  title  of  remedies  and  cures ;  whilft 
^'  by  confounding  the  names  of  things,  to  cruelty 
'*  he  gives  that  of  fe verity,  to  fordid  avarice  that 
**  of  parcimony,  and,  under  the  term  of  difcipline, 
**  comprizes  all  the  infults  and  vengeance  poured 
**  upon  your  heads.    It  is  now  five  months  fmce 

"  the 
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«  the  exit  of  Nero  j  and  in  that  fliort  fpace,  Jce- 
«  lus  alone  has,  by  fpoil  and  rapine,  amafTed  more 
wealth  than  all  that  Poljxietus,  and  Vatinius,  and 
Ehus,  and  the  like  tribe  of  fpoiiers,  had  accu- 
«  mulated  during  all  that  reign.     And  fureJy  with 
«  lefs  avidity,  with  lefs  licentioufnefs  had  Titus  Vi- 
"  nius  ravaged,  had  he  himfelf,    and  not  Galba 
''  reigned.     In  his  prefent  fituation  he  hath  at  once 
"  treated  us,  as  if  we  were  his  Subjeds,  with  op- 
«  prefTion  -,    and,  as  if  we  were   Grangers,    with 
r  Jcorn.     This  man's  houfe  alone  contains  wealth 
'  fufficient  to  furnifh  the  donative,  a  debt  never 
'•  offered  to  be  paid  you,  yet  a  pretence  daily  to 
"  upbraid  and  revile  you. 

*'  Nay,  to  obviate  everv  hope,  which  from  the 
"  fucceflor  at  leaft  of  Galba,  we  might  have  con- 
*'  ceived,  he  has  called  one  even  from  exile ;  fuch 
«  a  one  as,  in  abandoned  avarice,  and  in  a  fpirit 
«  gloomy  and  horrid,  he  apprehended  to  bear,  be- 
"  yond  all  others,  the  neareft  refemblance  of  him- 
*'  k\L     You  perceived,  my  fellow  foldiers,  by  the 
*'  late  memorable  temped,  how  awfully  the  angry 
«  Deities  withftood  the  fad  and  ill-boding  adoption. 
"  In  the  Senate  the  fame  angry  fpirit  prevails  ;  the 
*'  fame  in  the  people  of  Rome.     Upon  your  bra- 
»'  very  and  vigour  it  is  that  we  next  depend  -,  as  it 
"  IS  from  you  that  every  worthy  defign   muft  de- 
''  nve  its  force,  and   as  without  you  all  defio;ns, 
•'  however  excellent,  are  impotent  and  aborttve. 
•'  I  call  you  not  to  the  perils  of  war,  nor,  in  truth, 
'  to  any  peril.     On  our  fide  already  are  all   the 
'  foldiery,  1  mean  all  that  are  armed.     The  fingle 
'  Cohort  now  with  Galba,  are  not  covered  with 
'  armour,  but  with  the  long  veftment  of  Citizens; 
'  nor  does  that  fingle  Cohort  any  longer  guard  him 
J  as  their  Prince,  but  only  hold  him  as  their  pri- 
=  foner.     As  foon   as  ever  they  fhall  have  efpied 
'  you,  as  foon  as  ever  they  ftiall  have  received  the' 
5  '*  fignal 
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^'  fignal  from  me,  the  only  remaining  ftruggle  wiU 
'<  be,  who  (hall  in  this  my  caufe  manlfeft  the  higheft 
««  merit.  Neither  have  ^ we  the  fmalleft  room  left 
««  for  delay  in  purfuingfuch  a  counfel  as  ours,  which 
«'  can  never  meet  with  applaufe,  till  it  has  been  firft 
^«  accomplifhed  with  fuccefs." 

He  then  ordered  the  common  armory  to  be  thrown 
open.  From  it  inftantly  were  arms  fnatched  at  ran- 
dom, without  regard  had  to  the  cuftom  of  war, 
and  the  different  orders  of  men,  whence  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  Praetorian  Cohorts  and  thofe  of  the  Le- 
gions fliould  be  feverally  ranged  and  diflinguifhed 
by  their  peculiar  badges  and  habiliments.  At  pre- 
fent  both  fort  were  with  their  (hields  and  helmets, 
fcattered  and  intermixed  amongft  the  auxiliaries. 
Not  a  Tribune,  nor  Centurion  direded  or  mcited 
them.  Every  man  was  his  own  Captain  and  Promp- 
ter; and  to  all  the  moft  mifchievous  it  proved  a 
principal  caufe  of  alacrity,  to  behold  the  innocent 
ibrrowing. 

Pifo,  who  was  utterly  feared  from  proceedmg  to 
the  camp,  by  the  growing  uproar  of  the  infurreaion 
there,  and  with  the  cries  of  rebellion  refounding 
quite  to  the  City,  had  already  overtaken  Galba,  who 
having  in  the  mean  time  left  the  palace,  was  now 
approaching  the  Forum  j  and  already  Celfus  Ma- 
nus  was  returned  with  a  melancholy   account.     In 
this  conjunaure  it  was  by  fome  propofed  to  retire 
back  to  the  palace ;  by  others  to  proceed  and  feize 
the  Capitol  ;    by  feveral  to  take   poffeflion   of  the 
place  of  afiembling  and  haranguing  the  people.  Ma- 
ny there  were  who  only  thwarted  the  opinions  of 
the  reft ;  and,  according  to  the  fate  of  all  defigns 
where  the  iffue  is  unhappy,  fuch  counfels  only  were 
accounted  beft,  as  came  too  late,  when  the  feafbn 
for  executing  them  was  now  elapfed.     It  is  faid  that 
Laco  was  now,  but  without  the  privity  of  Galba, 
meditating  the  murder  of  Titus  Viniusi  whether 

by 
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by  the  doom  of  this  man  he  meant  to  moilifv  the 
angry  m.nds  of  the  foldiery,  or  fufpefted  him  as  an 
accon,p,,ee  with  Otho,  ori  to  guef[^  no  mor^,  per- 
haps to  fatiate  his  own  private  hate.  By  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  time  and  the  place,  thls^h  s  pur- 
pofe  was  firft  retarded  ;  fince  to  a  (laughter  once'^be- 
gun,  difficult  ,t  would  have  been  to  fet  any  certain 
bounds  Then,  what  utterly  difconcerted  his  fcheme 
was  the  mceffant  arrival  of  news  fad  and  alarmZ 
w,th  the  hafty  flight  of  friends  and  late  adheTenrs 

1m'"  T,f"^  ^"'  '^'''  ^ffeaions  were  growin^; 
cold,  and  all  the,r  zeal  expiring:  Such  were  ,he 
men  who  had  at  firft,  with  eminent  alacrity,  n^ade 
boaft  of  the,r  magnanimity  and  faith  inviolable; 

I'or  (jalba,  he  was  toffed  hither  and  thither,  ac- 
cordmgto  every  different  movement  and  fiuflua- 
tion  of   the   unfteady  multitude,    while   on   every 

'  i  uP,T'"  ^"'^  6''«'  f^^"^  "'ere  filled  with 
crovvds  beholdmg  the  doleful  fpeaacle.     Nor  by  the 
people,  nor  even  by  the  common  herd,  was  one 
word  uttered    or  one  popular  cry.     Full  of  aftonifli- 
ment  were  the.r  looks,  and  their  ears  bent  to  at- 
tention, catching  at  every  found.     There  was  no 
tumult,  no  compofure  ;  but  fuch  an  awful  ftillnefs, 
^always  indicates  mighty  dread,  and  mighty  fury. 
lo  Otho  however  it  was  reported,  that  at  Rome 
he  populace  were  arming.     Hence  he  gave  orders, 
to  march  with  rapidity,  and  anticipati  the  terror 
which  threatened.     This  fufficed  the  foldiers  ;  and 
even  the  Roman  foldiers  advance  apainft  Rome 
and,  having  in  their  way  violently  fcattered  and 
over  hrown  the  populace  their  fellow  Citizens,  and 
trodden  under  foot  the  fathers  of  the  Senate,  ruft 
funouny   into  the  Forum,    their  horfes  foamin.. 
themfelves,  for  hoftiiity  and  arms,  terrible  to  b?- 
hold;  all  with  fuch  impetuofity  as  if  they  had  been 
advancing  to  drive  Vologefes  or  Pacorus  from  the 
paternal  throne  pf  their  anceftgrs  and  our  enemies, 

the 
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the  Arfacides;  and  not  to  butcher  their  own  Em- 
peror, unarmed  as  he  was,  and  an  ancient  man. 
Nor  did  the  view  of  the  Capitol  before  them,  nor 
the  awe  of  the  feveral  Temples  furrounding  them, 
nor  reverence  to  princes  paft,  nor  dread  of  thofe  to 
come,  deter  thefe  men  of  blood,  but  perpetrate  they 
would  the  horrible  parricide,  though  fuch  a  par- 
ricide, that  for  it  the  fucceeding  Emperor,  whoever 
he  happen  to  be,  is  always  fure  to  repay  due  ven- 
geance. 

He  who  was  ftandard-bearer  to  the  Cohort  which 
had  remained  with  Galba,  no  fooner  perceived  the 
body  of  men  from  the  camp  to  approach  under 
arms,  but  he  (who  according  to  tradition  was  Ati- 
lius  Vergilio)  rent  from  his  ftandard  the  effigies  of 
Galba,  and  dafned  it  againft  the  ground.  Upon 
fuch  a  fignal,  the  afFeftions  of  the  whole  foldiery 
for  Otho  became  apparent ;  the  people  took  to  im- 
mediate flight,  and  forfook  the  Forum,  and  againft 
fuch  particulars  as  yet  lingered  and  hefitated,  the 
foldiers  turned  their  lances.  Near  the  Lake  of  Cur- 
tius,  Galba,  by  the  dread  and  trembling  which  pof- 
fefled  thofe  who  carried  him,  was  flung  from  his 
chair,  and  tumbled  proftrate  upon  the  earth.  Of 
his  laft  words  various  are  the  accounts  publifhed, 
juft  as  this  man  hated  him,  or  that  man  admired 
him.  By  fome  it  is  reported,  that  heaflced,  in  the 
ftile  of  a  fupplicant,  what  evil  he  had  merited,  and 
befought  time,  only  for  a  few  days,  to  difcharge 
their  donative.  Many  more  there  are  who  relate, 
that,  of  his  own  accord,  he  readily  prefented  his 
throat  to  the  afTaflins,  bidding  them  ''  proceed 
"  and  ftrike  refolutely,  if  the  intereft  of  the  com- 
*'  monwealth  fo  required."  To  his  murderers  it 
was  of  no  moment  or  avail,  whatever  he  faid.  Of 
the  very  perfon  who  gave  him  the  mortal  blow, 
we  have  no  account  fufficiently  clear.  Some  hold 
it  to  have  been  Terentius,    a  refumed  Veteran ; 

Others, 
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Others,  one  Lecanius.  The  more  current  tradi- 
tion IS,  that  Camurius,  a  common  foldier  of  the 
hfteenth  Legion,  fmote  him  with  a  fword  in  the 
neck,  and  with  it  cut  his  throat.  The  reft  horrid- 
\y  hacked  and  mangled  his  legs  and  arms ;  for  his 
breaft  was  covered  with  armour.  Nay,  a  fpirit  fo 
brutal  and  inhuman  tranfported  them,  that  his  body 
now  reduced  to  a  trunk,  lifelefs  and  without  a  head, 
was  yet  disfigured  by  wounds  without  number.  Up- 
on 7  itus  Vinius  they  next  difcharged  their  ra^e ; 
and  concerning  him  too  it  remains  undecided,  whe- 
ther, through  deadly  and  impending  terror,  he 
were  not  quite  bereft  of  fpeech  -,  or  whether  he 
cried  not,  with  a  loud  voice,  that  from  Otho  they 
had  no  orders  to  flay  him.  Were  what  he  averred 
really  a  Mion  infpired  by  fear ;  or  were  it,  that 
he  thus  avowed  his  part  in  the  confpiracy ;  certain 
It  IS,  that,  from  the  bafenefs  of  his  life  and  fame, 
the  prefumption  is  more  rational,  that  he  himfelf 
had  embarked  in  that  treafon,  for  which  he  had  ad- 
mmiftered  caufe.  Before  the  Temple  of  the  deified 
Julius  he  lay,  maimed  in  the  joint  of  the  knee  ;  for 
there  he  received  his  firft  wound,  and  prefently  after 
was  by  Julius  Carus,  a  legionary  foldier,  pierced 
quite  through  the  body. 

A  man  fignal  for  faith  and  bravery  did  our  age 
that  day  behold  in  the  perfon  of  Sempronius  Den- 
Jus,  Centurion  of  a  Praetorian  Cohort,  and  by  Gal- 
ba  appointed  to  guard  the  perfon  of  Pifo.  This 
Officer,  with  his  poynard  drawn,  fingly  encounter- 
ed fo  many  bloody  men  all  armed,  and  boldly  up- 
braided  them  as  deteftable  parricides  ;  infomuch  that, 
partly  by  his  blows,  partly  by  his  reproaches,  upon 
nis  own  head  he  drew  the  fwords  of  the  a/TafTins, 
and  thence  to  Pifo  procured,  though  he  too  were 
already  wounded,  opportunity  to  retire.  Pifo  efcap-- 
ed  to  the  Temple  of  Vefta,  and  was  there,  by  a 
iiondman  of  the  State,  received  through  compaffion, 

and 
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and  concealed  in  his  chamber.  By  thus  luiking  in 
obfcurity  it  was,  and  by  no  protection  from  the  fa- 
crednefs  of  the  place,  or  from  the  reverence  due  to 
rites  divine,  that  he  a  while  fufpended  his  impend- 
ing tragedy,  when  there  arrived  two  men,  who, 
befide  their  immediate  orders  from  Otho,  were  of 
themfelves  inflamed  with  avowed  thirft  after  his 
blood.  Thefe  were  Sulpitius  Florus,  belonging  to 
the  Britifh  Bands,  a  man  but  juft  before  by  Galba 
prefented  with  the  privilege  of  a  Roman  Citizen, 
and  Statius  Marcus,  one  of  his  life-guard.  By  them 
Pifo  was  dragged  forth  and  butchered  in  the  portal 
of  the  Temple. 

Of  Otho  it  is  faid,  that  never  did  he  receive  the 
news  of  any  man's  blood  fpilt,  with  higher  marks 
of  delight ;  that  never  did  he  gaze  upon  any  bloody 
head  with  eyes  fo  curious  and  infatiable.  Whether 
his  fpirit  were,  upon  this  occafion,  firft  relieved 
from  all  folicitude,  and  thenceforth  prefumed  upon 
a  feafon  of  rejoicing  without  check  or  allay;  or 
whether,  from  recalling  to  mind  the  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  vefted  in  the  perfon  of  Galba*,  and  his  own 
intimacy  with  Titus  Vinius ;  his  foul,  however  fill* 
ed  with  vengeance,  became  ftruck  with  horror  up- 
on the  fad  reprefentation  of  their  fate.  For  the 
murder  of  Pifo  he  believed  it  juft  and  commxcndable 
to  exprefs  his  joy,  as  for  that  of  his  enemy  and 
competitor.  Upon  long  poles  their  bleeding  heads 
were  exalted,  and  thus  carried  along  amidft  the 
banners  of  the  military  bands,  clofe  by  the  Eagle 
of  a  Legion  j  while  particulars  were  in  boafts  dif- 
playing  their  hands  all  imbrued  with  the  blood  ; 
namely  all  they  who  had  committed  the  murder, 
all  who  affifted  at  it,  and  all  who  truly  or  falfly 
claimed  fhare  in  a  parricide,  which  all  magnified 
as  a  glorious  feat,  worthy  of  eternal  renown.  Above 
an  hundred  and  twenty  diftincl  memorials  at  this 
time  prefented,  all  claiming  rewards  for  fome  not- 
able 
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able  exploit  by  the  feveral  claimers  performed  on 
that  tragical  day,  fell  afterwards  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lmperor  Vitellius,  who  commanded  fearch  to  be 
made  for  the  Authors,  and  all  of  them  to  be  put  to 
the  fword  ;  from  no  tendernefs  or  ree;ard  for  Galba^ 
but  out  of  policy  common  and  traditional  amongft 
princes,  as  a  fecurity  ?c:ainft  fuch  traitors,  during 
Iheir  own  reigns,  at  Jeaft  a  precedent  of  vengeance 
by  them  left  to  their  fucce/Tors. 

You  would  have  now  thought  that  you  had  feeti 
in  Rome  another  Senate,  and  another  People.    To 
a  man  they  earneftly  crowded   to  the  Camp,  each 
itrivmg  to  outrun  his  fellows,  each  to  overtake  and 
pafs  by  fuch  as  were  before  him  :  They  condemned 
the  condua  of  Galba,  magnified  the  judgment  of 
the  foldicrs,  kifled   the   hands  of  Otho  ;    and  the 
more  hollow  and  counterfeit  all  their  indications  of 
zeal  were,  the  more  loud  and  numerous  were  the 
indications  which  they  ftrove  to  fnew.     Neither  did 
Otho  neglea  the  perfons  of  individuals,  while,  by 
perfuafions  and  the  motions  of  his  countenance,  he 
at  the  fame  time  endeavoured  to  pacify  the  fpirit  of 
the  foldiers  breathing  menaces  and  ravage.     Already 
they  were  urging  for  a  bloody  doom  to  be  inftantly 
infliaed  upon  Marius  Celfus,  Conful  eleft,  and  to 
Galba   a  faithful  and   confrant  friend,  even  in  his    J 
Jaft  diftrefs.  and  to  the  fad  clofe  of  his  Wfe  :  They    ' 
were  in  truth  enraged  at  the  man  for  his  integrity 
2nd  vigour  of  fpirit,  virtues  which  with  them  pafTed 
for  dangerous  crimes.     What  they  aimed  at  was 
apparent,  to  have  their  hands  let  loofe  to  general 
pillage  and  madacre,  and   to  bring  to  deftruaion 
every  worthy   and  every  able  man  in  the  Roman 
State.     Hut  in  Otho  authority  fufficient   was  not 
found  to  prohibit  aas  of  violence;  it  was  hitherto 
only  in  his  power  to  ordain  them  to  be  done.     So 
that  perfonating  great  wrath  towards  Celfus,  he  or- 
dered him  to  be  put  under  bonds  and  durance,  with 

flrong 
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ftrong  proteftations,  that  for  other  and  higher  pu- 
nifhment  he  referved  him  ;  and  In  this  manner  re- 
deemed him  from  a  violent  death  jufi:  impending. 

From  this  moment  all  things  were  tranfadled  by 
the  mere  will  and  option  of  the  foldiers.     By  them 
were  chofen  the  Captains  of  the  Praetorian  guards  j 
namely,  Plotius  Firmus,  once  a  common  foldier, 
then  preferred  to  command  the  watch,  and,  even 
during  the  life  and   reign  of  Galba,  embarked  in 
the  faction  of  Otho ;  with  Plotius  they  joined  Li- 
ciniu.  Proculus,  one  in  high  confidence  with  Otho, 
and  thought  to  have  promoted  his  intereft  and  in- 
trigues.    To  the  government  of  Rome  they  ad- 
yanced  Flavius  Sabinus,  in  deference  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Nero,  in  whofe  reign  he  had  adminillered 
the  fame  office  ;  the  major  part  being  influenced  in 
this  choice  by  their  regard  to  his  brother  Vefpafian. 
They  then    infifted    importunately,    that  the  fees 
wont  to  he  by  them  paid  to  their  Centurions,  for 
exempLion  from  certain  military  burdens,  fhould  be 
utterly  abolifhed  ;  for,  under  this  name,  every  poor 
foldler  paid  as  it  were,  an  annual  tribute.     Hence 
the  fourth  part  of  a  Company  at  once  ufed  to  be 
abfent  and   difperfed,  either  in  progrefles  upon  li- 
cence, or  roaming  like  vagrants  through  the  Camp 
itfelf;  and  provided   they  could  but  difcharge  their 
bribe  to  the  Centurion,  none  of  them  were  folicit- 
ous  about  the  meafure  of  that  heavy  impofition,  or 
about  the  nature  of  the  earnings  which  enabled  them 
to  bear  it.     So  that  by  betaking  themfelves  to  rob- 
bing and  plundering,  o'-  by  fubmitting  to  vile  of- 
fices,   fuch  as   were  peculiar  to  (laves,  they  pur- 
chafed  a  difpenfation  from  the  toils  of  foldiers.     It 
was  moreover  a  practice  t  >  perfecute  every  foldier 
noted  for  wealth,  by  fubjef^^ng  him  continually  to 
hard  labour  and  mercilefs  fir  ?es,  till  he  were  forced 
to  buy  a  difpenfation  at  a  pi  ce  :  Then,  v/hen  by 
thefe  ejcadtions  he  was  quite  exhaufted  and  impo- 

verifned  ; 
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veriflied;  nay,  when  by  long  exemption  from  duty, 
he  was  alfo  become  enflaved  to  Jazinefs  and  floth, 
he  returned  home  to  his  Company  a  different  man, 
reduced  from  plenty  to  miferable  indigence,  and 
now  as  liftlefs  and  inadive,  as  before  he  was  vigo- 
rous and  hardy.  And  as  there  were  many  who  had 
fucceffively  undergone  the  like  change,  been  de- 
bauched by  fuch  wild  immunity,  and  excited  by 
fuch  pinching  neceffity;  they  were  always  ready  to 
run  headlong  into  fedition,  diiTention,  and  at  laft 
int-o  civil  wars.  But  Otho,  that  he  might  not 
eflrange  from  him  the  afFe6^ions  of  the  Centurions, 
by  fuch  remiilion  and  bounty  conferred  upon  the 
common  foldiers,  undertook,  out  of  his  own  reve- 
nue, yearly  to  pay  the  fees  of  fuch  exemptions  ; 
a  regulation  doubtlefs  of  notable  benefit,  and  by 
fuch  good  princes  as  came  after,  perpetuated  as  part 
of  the  military  eilablifhment.  Laco,  Captain  of 
the  guards  to  Galba,  as  if  no  more  than  his  banifh- 
ment  was  intended,  was  condemned  to  an  ifland ; 
but  murdered  by  a  refumed  Veteran,  whom  Otho 
had  fent  before  him,  with  orders  for  his  afTaflina- 
tion.  Upon  Icelus,  as  he  was  only  a  flave  manu- 
mlfed,  public  execution  was  formally  done. 

When  in  a  feries  of  iniquities  fo  tragical  the 
whole  day  was  fpent,  the  concluding  evil  was  that 
of  public  rejoicing.  The  City  Praetor  aflembles 
the  Senate.  The  other  Magiftrates  contend  to  fur- 
pafs  each  other  in  flights  of  flattery.  The  Fathers 
run  with  rapidity  to  aflemble.  To  Otho  is  decreed 
the  authority  Tribunltial,  the  name  of  i^uguftus, 
and  every  other  honour  enjoyed  by  preceding  Em- 
perors. For  they  now  jointl .  laboured  to  obliterate 
the  many  invedllves  and  contumelies  which  they 
had  in  common  poured  forth  againft  him;  indigni- 
ties which  no  man  could  perceive  to  have  made  any 
angry  impreflions  upon  his  fplrit.  Whether  he  had 
quite  dropt  all  refentment,  or  only  poftponed  his 

vea- 
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vengeance,  fuch  was  the  fliortnefs  of  his  reign; 
that  no  certain  judgment  could  be  formed.  When 
over  the  Forum,  ftill  flowing  with  blood,  and 
through  heaps  of  the  flain,  Otho  had  been  carried 
to  the  Capitol,  and  thence  to  the  palace,  he  grant- 
ed leave  to  burn  and  bury  the  corfes.  The  re* 
mains  of  Pifo  were,  by  his  wife  Verania,  and  his 
brother  Scribonianus,  committed  to  the  quiet  of  the 
grave  ;  as  were  thofe  of  Titus  Vinius,  by  his  daugh- 
ter Crifpina  ;  after  they  had  found  out  and  redeem- 
ed their  heads,  which  their  murderers  had  retained 
for  fale. 

Pifo  had  efitered  into  the  thirty  firft  year  of  his 
age,  much  happier  in  his  fame  than  in  his  fortune. 
His  brother  Magnus  had  fallen  by  the  cruelty  of 
Claudius,  his  brother  CrafTus  by  that  of  Nero.  He 
himfelf  had  lived  a  long  time  in  the  ftate  of  exile, 
■but  four  days  in  that  of  a  Prince  ;  and,  by  the  late 
adoption,  fo  fuddenly  made,  gained  no  other  ad- 
vantage over  his  elder  brother  than  that  of  being 
firfl  flain.  Titus  Vinius  had  pafTed  fifty-feven 
years  in  a  courfe  of  manners  unequal  and  diverfified. 
His  father  was  of  a  Praetorian  family  ;  his  mother's 
father  one  of  thofe  profcribed  by  the  Triumvirate. 
In  his  very  firft  campaign,  under  Calvifius  Sabinus 
'he  was  branded  with  infamy.  For  the  wife  of  that 
General,  moved  with  a  prepofterous  fondnefs  to 
view  the  fituation  of  the  camp,  entered  the  fame  in 
the  night  under  the  habit  of  a  foldier ;  and  having 
there,  with  the  like  wanton  curiofity,  adv^entured 
to  pry  into  the  manner  of  the  guard,  and  of  the 
other  fun<9:ions  military,  at  laft  confidently  perpe- 
trated the  aft  of  adultery  in  the  very  quarter  facred 
to  the  Roman  Eagles  and  Banners ;  and  Titus  Vi- 
nius was  arraigned  as  her  partner  in  this  crime. 
l^y  order  therefore  of  the  Emperor  Caligula,  he  was 
ifvut  in  irons  and  confinement,  but  by  the  change 
•of  times  foon  enlarged,    and  thenceforth   pafTed 

through 
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through  a  fucceflion  of  public  employments,  with 
a  chara(5^er  free  from  reproach.  At  the  clofe  of  his 
yraetorfliip,  he  was  preferred  to  the  command  or  a 
Legion,  and  in  it  acquitted  himfelf  with  applaufe. 
He  was  afterwards  ftained  with  an  imputation  alto- 
gether infamous,  and  worthy  only  of  a  ilave,  to 
have  purloined  a  goblet  of  gold,  while  he  was  en- 
tertained, with  other  company,  at  the  table  of 
Claudius;  infomuch,  that  on  the  day  following, 
Claudius  diftinguifhed  him  from  all  the  reft  of  his 
guefts,  by  ordering  that  Vinius  only  fhould  be  ferv- 
ed  in  an  earthen  cup.  Yet  the  fame  Vinius  ruled 
the  province  of  Narbon  Gaul,  in  quality  of  Pro- 
conful,  with  juftice  unbiafled  and  eminent  integrity. 
Soon  after,  his  intimacy  with  Galba  having  led 
him  to  a  precipice  where  his  fall  overtook  him,  he 
proved  daring,  fubtle,  prompt,  and,  according  as 
he  chofe  to  apply  his  fpirit,  was  with  equal  ardour 
vicious  and  depraved,  or  vigilant  and  ad^ive.  The 
Teftament  made  by  Vinius  was,  through  the  migh- 
tinefs  of  his  wealth,  of  none  effe6l.  The  laft  Will 
of  Pifo,  his  poverty  rendered  valid. 

The  corpfe  of  Galba,  after  it  had  lain  long  neg- 
ledled  in  the  ftreets,  and,  during  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  night,  fuffered  infults  and  indecencies  with- 
out number  or  meafure,  was  by  Argius,  one  of  his 
principal  bondmen,  bearing  the  office  of  Steward, 
repofited  in  a  mean  grave,  within  his  own  gardens. 
His  head,  miferably  mangled,  and  ftuck  upon  a 
pole  by  a  rabble  of  the  vile  fcullions  and  attendants 
of  the  camp,  was  by  them  erecfted  before  the  tomb 
of  Patrobius,  a  manumifed  flave  of  Nero*s,  and  by 
the  authority  of  Galba  executed.  Here  it  was  at 
length  found  on  the  day  following,  and  laid  with 
the  remains  of  his  body  which  had  been  already  J 
burnt.  Such  was  the  end  of  Galba,  in  the  feven- 
ty-third  year  of  his  life ;  after  having  pafled  through 
the  reigns  of  five  Princes,  in  a  courfe  of  fortune 

abun- 
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abundantly  profperous,  and  under  the  Sovereignty 
ot  others  happier  than  in  his  own.  Signally  ancient 
was  the  nobility  of  his  houfe,  mighty  the  wealth. 
In  himfelf  were  found  talents  no  other  than  mode- 
rate, and  he  was  rather  free  from  vices,  than  en- 
dowed with  many  virtues.  Fame  was  wha'.  he  no 
wife  defpifed,  yet  never  ftudied  to  blazon  his  own. 
No  man's  mojiey  did  he  covet,  was  fparing  of  his 
own  ;  of  the  public  money  greedy  and  tenacious. 
Towards  his  Friends  and  Freedmen,  when  chance 
directed  him  to  fuch  as  were  good,  he  was  ever 
pailive  and  refigned,  without  all  check  and  contra- 
diction; and  to  all  their  iniquities,  where  they 
proved  to  be  bad,  blind  even  to  his  own  fcandal  and 
difgrace.  But  fuch  was  the  fplendor  of  his  race, 
and  fuch  the  terrible  fpirit  of  thofe  times,  that,  by 
his  efcaping  them,  a  colour  was  minidered  for  be- 
ftowing  the  name  of  real  wifdom  upon  that  which 
in  him  was  real  heavinefs.  During  the  vigour  of 
his  years  he  commanded  with  fignal  renown  in  the 
German  wars.  He  afterwards  governed  Africa,  as 
Proconful,  with  moderation  and  gentlenefs  ;  as  now, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  had  ruled  the  ne- 
thermoft  Spain,  with  the  like  meafure  of  juftice. 
For  greater  than  a  fubje£t  he  feemed,  while  he  was 
yet  no  more  than  a  fubject ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  men,  had  palFed  as  capable  of  Empire,  had  he 
never  been  Emperor. 

To  the  City  already  full  of  conflernation,  at 
once  ftruck  with  the  horror  of  the  recent  parricide, 
and  dreading  the  fpirit  and  known  vices  of  Otho, 
there  accrued  frefh  caufe  of  affright  from  the  tidings 
concerning  Vitellius  ;  tidings  which,  before  the 
murder  of  Galba,  were  fuppreflcd,  with  defign  to 
have  it  believed,  that  only  the  army  in  higher  Ger- 
many had  revolted.  Upon  this  occafion,  it  becim: 
matter  of  open  lamentation,  not  to  the  Senate  alon^ 
and  Equeftrian  Order,  men  who  had  fome  fhare  in 
Vol.  III.  D  the 
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the  admlniftration,  and  fome  concern  for  the  pub- 
lic weal,  but  even  to  the  mean  People ;  that  two 
men,  of  all  others  the  moft  infamous  for  pollution, 
effeminacy  and  profufion,  were  thus  fatally  chofen, 
as  it  were  on  purpofe,  to  rend  and  deftroy  the  Em- 
pire. Nor  did  they  now  any  longer  recount  the 
inftances  of  cruelty,  ftill  recent,  perpetrated  dur- 
ing the  late  times  of  peace  and  tyranny  :  But  re- 
viving the  memory  and  terrors  of  the  civil  wars, 
they  reprefented  "  Rome  fo  often  taken  by  her 
''  own  hoftile  armies,  the  defolation  of  Italy,  the 
*'  Provinces  ravaged,  the  battles  of  Pharfalia  and 
^'  Philippi,  with  the  fieges  of  Perufia  and  Mo- 
''  denaj"  Names  fignal  for  public  calamities  and 
flaughter.  ''  In  a  ftruggle  for  the  Sovereignty 
*'  even  among  men  of  renown,  it  was  urged  that 
*'  the  whole  earth  was  well  nigh  turned  upfide 
*'  down.  Yet  under  the  prevailing  fortune  of  Ju- 
*'  lius  C^far  the  Empire  fubfifted  ;  it  fubfifted  un- 
*'  der  that  of  Auguftus  :  Under  Pompey  too  and 
^'  Brutus  the  Republic  would  have  fubfifled. 
*'  Would  they,  at  this  time,  repair  to  the 
^'  Temples  for  Otho,  or  for  Vitellius  ?  Alike 
*'  impious  would  be  the  fupplications  for  either, 
*'  alike  deteftable  the  vows  ;  fmce  fuch  men  they 
<«  both  were,  that  by  the  iffue  of  the  war  between 
-«  them,  nothing  elfe  was  to  be  learnt,  than  that 
^'  whichfoever  of  the  two  proved  the  Conqueror, 
^'  would  thence  prove  the  worft."  There  were 
thofe  who  formed  prognoftications  concerning 
Vefpafian,  and  the  forces  in  the  Eaft  ;  and,  as  Vcf- 
pafian  excelled  them  both,  another  war  was  dreaded, 
and  additional  calamities.  Moreover,  with  the 
Public,  Vefpafian  flood  but  in  dubious  eflimation, 
and,  of  all  thofe  who  had  been  Emperors,  was 
in  truth  the  only  one  by  power  changed  for  the 
better. 
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I  now  proceed  to  a  dif;  lay  of  the  rife  and  caufes 
of  the  commotion  and  revolt  begun  by  Vitellius. 
When  Julius  Vindex  was,  with  all  his  forces,  (lain, 
the  conquering  army,  grown  unruly  and  imperious 
upon  fuch  an  acquifition  of  glory  and  fpoil ;  as  to 
their  fliare  the  vi6lory  had  fallen,  without  pains  or 
peril,  in  a  war  extremely  lucrative  ;  became  eager 
for  a6lion,  and  feats  of  war,  and  fonder  of  rapine 
than  of  their  ufual  ftipend.  They  had  befides  long 
endured  a  fervice  void  of  gain,  and  full  of  rigour, 
as  well  from  the  bleaknefs  of  the  country,  and 
keennefs  of  the  air,  as  from  the  fevere  exercife  of 
difcipline;  which,  though  it  be  preferved  during 
peace  with  a  flridtnefs  ever  fo  unrelenting,  never 
fails  to  be  dilTolved  by  inteftine  wars;  fmce  on 
both  fides  arc  always  found  bufy  inftruments  of 
corruption,  and  the  violation  of  faith  and  duty 
efcapes  all  correftion.  Of  men,  and  arms,  and 
horfes  they  had  abundant  flore,  both  for  fervice  and 
for  fhew.  But  before  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
they  knew  only  their  own  particular  companies, 
and  their  own  troops  of  horfe;  for  the  armies  were 
feparated  from  e.ich  other  by  the  boundaries  of  the 
feveral  Provinces.  It  was  to  make  head  againft 
Vindex  that  the  Legions  were  drawn  together ;  and 
having  then  tried  their  own  flrength,  and  that  of 
the  Gauls,  they  fought  earneflly  to  revive  once 
more  the  tumult  of  war,  and  to  create  frefli  quar- 
rels. Nor  did  they  treat  them  as  formerly  with  the 
title  of  Allies,  but  with  that  of  Enemies,  and  of  at 
people  fubdaed  by  the  fword.  Nay,  they  were 
abetted  by  thofe  of  the  Gauls  who  dwell  along  the 
Banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  having  adhered  to  the  for- 
tune and  party  of  the  Army,  Vv'cre  now  vehemei3tly 
inciting  them  againir  the  CalbiaVii ;  for  upon  their 
countrymen  thev  had  beftowed  this  name,  difdain- 
ing  to  mention  that  of  Vindex.  Filled  tlierefore 
with  rage  towards  the  Sequanians,  and  the  Eduans, 
D  z  and 
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and  towards  other  Cities,  according  to  the  meafure 
of  their  wealth,  they  grafped  in  imagination  future 
booty,  from  towns  facked,  from  the  devaftation  of 
countries,  and  the  plunder  of  private  dwellings. 
Befides  their  being  prompted  by  notable  rapaciouf- 
nefs  and  arrogance,  the  two  leading  vices  of  fuch 
as  are  ftrongeft,  they  were  provoked  by  the  pride 
and  defiance  found  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Gauls, 
who  boafted,  that  in  contempt  of  the  army,  they 
were  by  Galba  releafed  from  a  fourth  of  their  Tri- 
bute, and  diftinguifhed  with  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Roman  Citizens.  To  all  this  there  accrued 
£  current  report,  malicioufly  raifed,  and  ralhly  be- 
lieved, that  the  Legions  were  doomed  to  decima- 
tion, and  every  Centurion  noted  for  being  brave 
and  daring,  to  be  cafhiered  From  every  quarter 
were  arriving  news  tragical  and  alarming.  Sad  and 
difcouraging  were  the  tidings  from  Rome  The 
Colony  too  of  Lyons,  who  were  forely  dirafFc6led 
to  Galba,  and  immoveable  in  their  adherence  to 
Nero,  proved  a  continual  fource  of  wild  and  flying 
rumours.  But  within  the  camp  itfelf  was  found 
moft  ample  matter  for  fi^lion  and  credulity,  from 
the  bitternefs  and  hate  of  the  foldiery,  from  their 
confcioufnefs  and  dread,  and  even  from  the  fecurity 
which,  upon  a  review  of  their  own  forces,  they 
conceived. 

About  the  very  firfl:  of  December  in  the  preced- 
ing year,  Aulus  Vitellius  had  entered  the  Lower 
Germany,  and  with  great  accuracy  vifited  tlie  win- 
ter quarters  of  the  Legions  there.  To  their  ranks 
he  reftored  numbers  who  had  been  degraded;  many 
he  redeemed  from  ignominious  punifhments,  and 
cancelled  the  marks  of  infamy  inflidted  upon  others. 
Some  regulations  he  made  through  judgment ;  but 
moft  with  a  corrupt  view  to  popularity.  Among 
the  former  muft  be  reckoned  his  abol idling  with  fo 
much  integrity,  what  Fontelius  Capito  had  dune, 

in 
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in  preferring  and  degrading  particulars  from  the 
motives  of  avarice,  and  foidid  gain.  Neither  weie 
thefe  his  proceedings  eftimated  barely  according  to 
the  meafure  of  his  office,  that  of  a  General  of  Con- 
fular  quality;  but  whatever  he  did,  pafied  under  a 
higher  confideration.  i^nd  for  Vitellius  himfelf,  as 
by  fuch  who  judged  feverely,  he  was  accounted  but 
a  mean  perfon  ;  his  friends  and  adherents,  on  the 
contrary,  while  he  was  giving  away  his  own  for- 
tune, and  lavifhing  in  bounties  that  of  others,  with- 
out meafure,  without  difccrnment,  beftowed  upon 
this  extravagance  and  fpoil  the  title  of  complaifance 
and  good  nature.  Add  that,  from  a  violent  thirft 
of  bearing  ruhe,  into  virtues  they  conilrued  the  moft 
manifeft  vices.  In  both  armies,  as  there  were 
many  peaceable  and  modeft,  fo  were  there  many 
wicked  and  refolute.  But  abandoned  to  licentious 
purfuits,  and  fignal  in  precipitancy,  were  two  Com- 
manders of  Legions,  Alienus  Caecina  and  Fabius 
Valens.  The  latter  particularly  was  higlily  difguft- 
cd  with  Galba,  alledging,  that  his  fervices  in  detccf- 
ing  the  rtferves  and  hefitation  of  Verginius,  and  m 
fiif^ing  the  machinations  of  Capito,  had  been  by 
Galba  pafTed  over  with  ingratitude.  Hence  he  in- 
ftigated  Vitellius,  and  magnified  to  him  "  the  ar- 
"  dour  and  ready  zeal  of  the  foldiery  ;  that  his 
*'  own  name  was  every  where  mentioned  with  re- 
"  nown.  From  Hordeonius  Flaccus  no  obftruction 
"  would  be  found.  Britain  would  accede  to  his 
"  party.  The  auxiliary  forces  of  the  Germans 
"  would  join.  Ill  affured  was  the  faith  of  the  Pro- 
*'  vinces  Tottering  and  precarious  was  the  So- 
*'  vereignty  of  the  Old-man,  and  would  quickly 
"  pafs  from  him.  Let  Vitellius  only  open  his  arms 
"  and  advance  to  receive  his  approaching  fortune. 
"  With  reafon  had  Verginius  hefitated  to  accept 
"  the  Empire,  a  man  defcended  only  from  an  equef- 
*'  trian  family,  from  a  father  never  known  by  any 
D  ^  "  office. 
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*'  office.  Had  he  accepted  it,  he  would  have  prov- 
''  ed  unequal  to  it ;  and  might  live  in  fafety  after 
*'  he  had  refufcd  it.  Vitellius  fprung  from  a  fa- 
*'  ther  w^ho  had  fuflained  three  Confulfhips,  v^ith 
"  the  awful  office  of  Cenfor,  and  had  been  Col- 
*'  legue  in  the  Confulfhip  with  Claudius.  Such 
*'  paternal  dignities  had  long  fmce  raifcd  him  to  the 
*'  elevation  of  an  Emperor,  and  deprived  him  of  all 
*'  fecurity  in  the  flation  of  a  fubjeft." 

His  fpirit,  naturally  heavy  and  flow,  was  fo  far 
agitated  by  fuch  reprefcntations,  as  to  covet  the 
Diadem  rather  than  to  hope  for  it.  In  the  higher 
Germany,  Csecina  had  intirely  captivated  the  affec- 
tions of  the  foldiers,  as  he  Vv^as  graceful  and  young, 
large  in  his  perfon,  of  a  foul  which  foftered  defigns 
without  bounds,  his  gait  noble  and  ftately,  and 
himfelf  a  prompt  and  lively  fpeaker.  This  young 
man,  exercifing  the  ofnce  of  Quaeftor  in  that  pro- 
vince of  Spain  called  Bictica^  had  revolted  immedi- 
ately to  Galba,  who  thence  preferred  him  to  the 
command  of  a  Legion  ;  but  foon  after  having  dif- 
covered  that  he  had  embezzled  the  common  trea- 
fure,  ordered  him  to  be  profecuted  as  one  guilty  of 
robbing  the  Public.  Ca^cina  refenting  this  heinouf- 
]y,  determined  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  univerfal  con- 
fufion  and  revolt,  and  with  the  miferies  of  the  ftate 
to  cover  his  own  private  wounds.  Neither  in  the 
army  itfelf  were  there  wanting  feeds  of  tumult  and 
difcord.  For  in  the  war  againft  Vindex  they  had 
been  all  to  a  man  engaged  ;  nor,  till  after  Nero  was 
ilain,  could  they  be  induced  to  transfer  their  alle- 
giance to  Galba.  l^he  troops  too  of  Lower  Ger- 
many had  the  merit  of  having  taken  the  oath  of  fi- 
delity before  them.  Moreover,  contiguous  and  in- 
termixed with  the  winter  quarters  of  the  Legions 
lay  the  territories  of  the  Treverians  and  the  Lin- 
gones,  and  fuch  other  communities  as  had  been  by 
Galba  aggrieved  with  fevere  edicts,  or  deprived  of 

their 
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their  wonted  bounds.  Hence  arofe  fedltious  com- 
munications between  them  ;  as  alfo  the  corruption 
of  the  foldiery,  increafed  by  their  intercourfe  with 
thefe  townfmen  and  peafants  ;  and  hence  too  that 
devotion  of  theirs  to  Verginius  was  now  at  the  fer- 
vice  of  any  other  Candidate. 

The  Community  of  the  Lingones  had,  in  ob- 
fervance  of  antient  cuftom,  fent  gifts  to  the  Legions, 
and  the  compliment  of  their  right  hands  prefented, 
in  token  of  affection  and  hofpitahty.  Now  their 
Deputies,  who  in  their  perfons  and  countenances 
bore  the  fludied  marks  of  miferable  diftrefs  and  an- 
guifh,  took  all  occafions,  both  in  the  tents  of  the 
foldiers,  and  in  the  quarters  afligned  for  the  Eagles 
and  arms  of  every  particular  Legion,  to  bewail  by 
turns  their  own  hardships  and  oppreffions,  and  the 
favour  and  advantages  conferred  upon  the  other 
neighbouring  Communities.  And  as  foon  as  tliey 
found  that  thefe  their  infufions  were  fwallowed  with 
attention  and  eagernefs,  they  proceeded  to  bemoan 
the  lot  of  the  army  itfelf,  the  perils  which  furround- 
ed  them,  with  their  opprobrious  ufage;  and  thus 
inflamed  the  minds  of  the  men.  They  were  in 
truth  ju'f  ripe  for  a  prefent  infurre6lion,  when  Hor- 
deonius  Flaccus  ordered  the  Deputies  to  depart, 
and.  that  their  departure  might  be  the  more  fecret, 
to  leave  the  camp  by  night.  Hence  a  furious  ru- 
mour enfued,  that  they  were  murdered.  This  was 
what  the  moir  part  affirmed,  and  added,  that  unlefs 
they  took  fure  meafures  for  their  own  defence  and 
prefervation,  the  certain  confequence  would  be,  that 
all  the  bravefl-  and  moft  vigilant  foldiers,  and  fuch 
as  had  dared  to  complain  of  the  prefent  evils,  would 
be  malTacred  in  the  dark,  apart  from  the  light  and 
obfervation  of  their  brethren.  Prefently  the  Legions 
bind  themfelves  in  a  mutual  and  fecret  confederacy, 
and  in  it  the  auxiliary  foldiers  are  comprized ; 
men  whom  at  firft  they  fufpeded  of  preparing  to 
D  4  fall 
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fall  upon  the  Legions  themfelves  thus  revolting,  af- 
ter having  furrounded  them  with  the  body  of  their 
cohorts,  and  their  wings  of  horfe.  But  anon  thefe 
auxiliaries  appeared  more  clamorous  and  vehement 
than  the  reft.  So  much  more  eafily  procured, 
amongft  men  of  evil  minds,  is  a  concurrence  in 
rage  and  w?r,  than  in  quietnefs  and  unanimity  dur- 
ing peace. 

in  Lower  Germany,  the  Legions  on  the  firft  of 
January  performed  the  folemnity  of  fwearing  alle- 
giance to  Galba,  drawn  to  it  indeed  by  compul- 
fion  J  and  with  infinite  backwardnefs  and  hefitation 
they  did  it  f'aint  and  few  were  the  cries  of  loyalty 
and  applaufe,  and  thefe  only  uttered  by  fome  in  the 
foremoft  ranks  The  reft  continued  mute,  every 
particular  expelling  with  impatience  from  him  who 
ftood  neareft,  fome  daring  effort  of  difaffecSlion  and 
treafon  -,  agreeably  to  the  natural  bent  of  men,  to 
fo'low  greedily  in  fuch  purfuits  as  they  are  greatly 
a\ere  to  begin.  The  Legions  too  were  animated 
by  different  humours.  The  firft  and  the  fifth  were 
fo  turbulent  and  outrageous,  that  amo;  gft  them 
fome  were  found  who  aftaulted  the  images  of  Galba 
with  ftones  The  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  had  not 
yet  ventured  beyond  menaces  and  the  uproar  of 
words,  but  were  watching  with  fpecial  attention  for 
a  beginning  and  precedent  of  mutiny  and  violence. 
But,  in  the  higher  army  the  fourth  Legion,  and 
the  eighteenth,  both  abiding  in  the  fame  winter 
quarters,  did,  even  on  the  firft  of  January,  break 
in  pieces  the  images  of  Galba:  An  outrage  in 
which  the  fourth  manifef^ed  the  greater  fury.  The 
eighteenth  fhewed  fome  hefitation,  but  prefently 
joined  with  the  former.  And  left,  by  this  acSl, 
they  might  feem  to  have  renounced  all  reverence 
for  the  Emperor,  they  recalled  and  took  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  antiquated  names  of  the  Senate 
and  people  of  Rome.     Nor  was  there  one  TVibune 

or 
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«r  one  Commander  of  the  Legions  found  to  exert 
himfelr  in  behalf  of  Galba.  Nay,  fome  of  thefe 
officers  pradlifed  what  is  ufual  during  fuch  madnefs 
and  confufion,  and  added  notably  to  the  uproar. 
No  man  however  appeared  to  harrangue  the  mulii- 
tude,  or  took  upon  him  the  authority  of  applying  to 
them  from  a  Tribunal.  For  as  yet  no  particular 
perfjn  could  be  fmgled  out  to  bear  the  name  and 
weight  of  the  commotion. 

It  is  true  Flordeonius  P'laccus  w^as  upon  the  fpot ; 
a  General  of  Confular  authority  was  a  beholder  of 
this  deteftable  treafon   and  revolt,  yet  durft  neither 
reftrain  fuch  as  were  already  rufhing  into  rebellion, 
nor  recover  fuch  as  were  only  wavering,  nor  roufe 
and  animate  thofe  who  ftill  perfevered   in  their  in- 
tegrity ;     but  remained  fpiritlefs,  terrified,  and  only 
through  flupidity  innocent.     There  were  four  Cen- 
turions who  would  have  prote6^ed  the  images   of 
Galba,  but  were  by  the  furious  foldiers  feized   and 
confined  in  chains.     Thefe  were  Nonius  R-Cceptus, 
Donatius  Valens,    Romilius    Marce'ilus,    and  Cal- 
purnius  Repentinus  ;  all  belonging  to  the  eighteenth 
Legion.     Further  than  this  in  none  of  them  was 
found  or  faith,   or  duty,  or  the  memory  of  their 
former  oaths.     But  it  happened  in  this  as  in  other 
infurre(5tions ;    whither  the  many  led,  all  the  reft 
blindly  followed.     On  the  night  which  followed  the 
fame  day,  the  Eagle-bearer  of  the   fourth  Legion, 
arriving  at  Cologn,  acquainted  Vitellius,  whilfl:  he 
was  banquetting,    that  the  fourth  Legion  and   the 
eighteenth  had  thrown  down  the  images  of  Galba, 
and  plighted  their  fidelity  to  the  Senate  and  People 
of  Rome:     An  oath  which   to  him  and  his  friends 
appeared  void  and  mvalid.     It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined   to  fix  and  afcertain   fortune  while  fhe  was 
thus  fhifting,  and  to  make  thefe  Legions  the  Ten- 
der  of   an    Emperor.      Forthwith  meflenecrs  were 
difpatched  from  Vitellius,  to  acquaint  the  Legions 
D  5  of 
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of  the  lower  Province,  and  their  Commanders, 
*^  That  the  higher  Army  had  revolted  from  Galbaj 
*'  infomuch  that  they  muft  either  make  war  upon 
*'  the  revolters ;  or  if  they  rather  preferred  peace 
•'  and  coalition,  muft  create  an  Emperor.  Fndeed 
♦'  with  much  lefs  peril  they  might  prefently  ele6l  a 
*'  Prince,  than  continue  in  fcarch  of  one." 

The  winter  quarters  of  the  firft  Legion  lay  near- 
eft,  and   with  it  Fabius  Valens  the   Commander, 
more  keen  and  zealous  than  all  the  reft.     This  of- 
ficer entered  into   Cologn  the  very  next  day,  ac- 
companied with   the  cavalry  of   his   Legion,    and 
thofe    of  the  auxiliaries,    openly   filiated    Vitellius 
Efnperor.     His  example  was  followed  by  the  Legions 
of  the  fame  province  v/ith  mighty  hafte  and  compe- 
tition ;    and  the  upper  Army,  having  already  relin- 
quifhed    the   plaufible    names    of   the    Senate  and 
People  of  Rome,  acceded  fo   early  as  the  third  of 
January  to  the  party  of  Vitellius  :     It  was  now  ap- 
parent, that  to  the  free  Roman  State  they  were  no 
wife  devoted  during  the  two  preceding  days.     Equal 
to  the  ardour  and  zeal  of  the  armies  was  that  of  the 
Treverians,  of  the  Lingones,  and  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cologn  ;  all  making  offer  of  fupplies  of  men,  of 
horfes,  of  trcafure,    each  according  to  the  meafure 
of  his  power  and  fufHciency,  either  in   perfon,  or 
wealth,    or  of  capacity  and  addrefs.     Neither  was 
fuch  liberality  confined  to  the  leading  men  of  thefe 
Colonies,  or  to  thofe  of  tfie  Camp,  men  who  en- 
joyed  prefent  abundance,    and  who  from  vldtory 
once  gained  conceived  hopes  of  ample  earnings : 
The  common  men  too,  the  poor  foldiers;  they  who 
were  deftltute  of  money,  inftead  of  it  furrendcred 
their  travelling  fubfiftence,    their  girdles,  the  trap- 
pings of  their  horfes,  and  the  filver  ornaments  upon 
their  armour;    all    led    by   impulfc,    by   headlong 
paffion,  and  even  by  avarice. 

Vi- 
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Vitellius  therefore,  after  he  had  extolled  the  zeal 
and  alacrity  of  the  foldiers,  difpofed  of  the  feveral 
charges    depending   on   the   Sovereignty ;    charges 
which  were  wont  to  be  adminiftred  by  the  Impe- 
rial Freedmen,    but  now  by  him  conferred  upon 
Roman  Knights.     The  fees  exacted  from  the  fol- 
diers by  the  Centurions  for  exemptions  from  duty, 
he  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  his  own  Treafure  as 
Emperor.     The  cruel  vengeance  of  the  foldiers,  in 
craving  the  doom  and  execution  of  particulars,  he 
in  many  inftances  humoured  ;  and  in  fome  inflances 
defeated,  under  colour  of  committing  the  obnoxious 
perfons  to  prifon.      Pompeius  Propinquus,  Gover- 
nor ©f  the  Province  of  Belgica,  was  put  to  prefent 
death.     By  an  artifice  he  redeemed  from  their  rage 
the  perfon  of  Julius  Burdo,  Commander  of  the  na- 
val Forces  in  Germany.     Againft  him  the  fury  of 
the  army  raged,  as  they  believed  that  through  his 
mifchievous    devices    Fonteius   Capito    had    been 
brought  firft  to  rebel,  and  then  to  perifh.     Dear  to 
them  was  the  memory  of  Capito;    and  fuch  befides 
was  their  thirft  of  vengeance  and  blood,  that  to  flay 
and  execute  in  the  face  of  the  day,  was  with  them 
matter  of  licence ;    but  to  proteft  and  fhew  mercy 
there  was   no  way  other   than  that  of  deceiving 
them.     Thus  was  Burdo  fecured  in  prifon,    and,  • 
afterwards  upon  the  vi(Slory  obtained  by  Vitellius^ 
difcharged,    when   the  malice  of  the  foldiers  was 
difJipated.     In  the  mean  while,  Crifpinus  the  Cen- 
turion was  prefented  to  their  fury,  as  a  proper  vic- 
tim for  expiation  j  he  who  had  ftained  himfelf  v/ith 
the  blood  of  Capito,      For  this  caufe,  as  he   was, 
to  the  foldiers  who  required  his  execution,  a  crimi- 
nal the  more  fignally  notorious ;    fo  he  v/as  to  Vi- 
tellius  who  awarded  it,  an  objed  the  more  vile  and 
defpicable.     The  next  threatened  was  Julius  Civilis, 
but  delivered  from  all  peril,  as,  amongft  his  coun- 
trymen the  Batavians,  he  was  a  man  of  prevailing 
D  6  w        ere- 
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credit  and  popularity  ;  and  left  by  his  doom  that 
nation  fo  wild  and  fierce  might  have  been  provoked 
to  enmity.  In  truth  there  then  lay  in  the  country 
of  the  Lingones  eifrht  Cohorts  of  Batavians,  apper- 
taining, as  auxiliaries,  to  the  fourteenth  Legion  ; 
but  through  the  commotion  an!  diftradi^ion  of  the 
times,  retired  from  it;  a  body  of  men  of  infinite 
weight  and  availment,  either  as  enemies  or  confe- 
derates. To  execution  Vitellius  doomed  Nonius, 
Donatius,  Romillius  snd  Calpiirnius,  the  four  Cen- 
turions lately  mentioned,  all  condemned  for  adher- 
ing to  their  faith  and  duty;  a  crime  ever  thought 
moft  heinous  bv  fuch  as  have  renounced  both.  To 
this  party  there  joined  themfelves  Valerius  /  fiaticus, 
the  Emperor's  Lieutenant  in  the  Province  of  Bel- 
gica,  he  upon  whom  Vitellius  afterwards  heftowed 
his  daughter;  and  Junius  Blapfus,  Governor  of  that 
part  of  Gaul  which  derives  its  name  from  the  City 
of  Lyons;  together  with  the  Italic  Legion,  and 
the  band  of  horfe  intitled  Taw'may  both  encamped 
at  Lyons.  Neither  did  the  forces  in  Rhaetia  pro- 
craftinate,  but  forthwith  went  over  to  his  fide ;  nor 
even  from  thofe  in  Eritain  was  there  any  hefitation 
found. 

Over  Britain  Trebellius  Maximus  then  bore  rule, 
a  man  for  his  avarice  and  infamous  corruption  de- 
fpifed  and  detefted  by  the  army.  Lhis  hate  of 
theirs  was  daily  heightened  and  inflamed  by  Rofcius 
Caelius,  Commander  of  the  twentieth  Legion  ;  one 
"who  towards  him  had  long  lived  in  a  ftate  of  ftrife 
and  oppofition.  But  now  by  the  eruption  of  the 
civil  war,  their  muturl  enmity  broke  forth  more 
impla.  ably.  Upon  Caelius,  the  General  charged 
the  raifing  of  fedition,  and  that  he  had  utterly 
broken  all  difcipline  in  the  army.  Ag.  inft  the 
General,  C?elius  urged  that  he  had  plundered  and 
jmpoveriflied  the  Legions.  And,  in  the  mean 
while,  through  the  fcanda  ous  difputes  and  compe- 
tition 
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titlon  between  the  Chiefs,  the  behaviour  of  the 
army,  otherw'.fe  modefl:,  became  quite  depraved  ; 
and  to  fuch  a  tumuli  the  conteft  arofe,  that  Tre- 
bellius,  finding  himfelf  allaulted  by  many  reproaches 
from  the  auxiliary  foldiers  alfo,  and  perceiving  all 
the  Cohorts  and  Bands  of  horfe  to  allbciate  them- 
,felves  with  Caelius,  fled,  in  this  forlorn  Irafe,  to 
Vitellius.  Yet  the  tranquillity'  of  the  Provinces 
fubfifted,  though  the  Governor  vefted  v/ith  T  onfu- 
lar  dignity  was  gone.  The  adminiftration  was 
performed  by  the  Commanders  of  the  Legions,  by 
their  ofBce  a'l  equal  in  authority  ;  but  Caelius  by  fu- 
perior  boldnefs  gained  fuperior  fway. 

Vitellius  upon  the  acceilirin  of  the  army  in  Bri- 
tain to  his  party,  become  mighty  in  forces  and 
treafure,  appointed  two  Generals  to  conduct  the 
war,  and  to  each  General  affigned  a  different 
route.  To  i  abius  Valens  he  gave  orders  to  footh 
and  draw  over  the  Gauls,  or,  if  he  could  not  per- 
fuade  them,  then  to  over-run  them  by  fpoil  and  de- 
vaftation,  and  by  that  part  of  the  Alps  which  bears 
the  name  of  ( 'o/f/W,  make  an  irrjption  into  Italy. 
Caecina  was  ordered  to  advance  thither  by  a  nearer 
way,  and  to  pafs  over  the  mountains  called  Periini, 
To  Valens  was  committed  the  flower  of  the  lower 
Army,  with  the  Eagl'e  of  the  fifth  Legion,  and  the 
Cohorts  and  Bands  of  horfe,  to  the  number  of  forty 
thoufand  fighting  men.  From  the  higher  Germany 
Caecina  led  thirty  thoufand,  of  which  the  principal 
ftrength  confilxed  in  one  Legion,  namely  the  twcn- 
ty-hrfl:.  Upon  both  Generals  were  bellowed  bodies 
of  auxiliary  Germans.  From  thefe  two  it  was 
that  Vitellius  drew  reinforcements  for  his  own 
troops,  with  Vv'hom  he  was  to  ft  How  and  fupport 
the  whofe  weight  of  the  war. 

Wonderful  was  found  the  difference  between  the 
fpirit  of  the  army,  and  that  of  the  Emperor.  The 
foldiers  were  urgent  for  adion,  and  required  to  be 

put 
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put  under  arms,  "  whilft  dread  ftill  pofTefTed  the 
"  Gauls,  whilil:  Spain  remained  in  hefitation  and 
^'  fufpence.  The  winter  feafon  was  no  obftruction  -, 
''  nor  was  there  any  to  be  admitted  from  the  ftu- 
*'  pid  deliberations  about  peace.  They  muft  in- 
*'  vade  Italy  ;  they  muft  leize  Rome.  In  civil 
'^  commotions  nothing  was  fo  fecure  as  difpatch, 
*'  fmce  then  \e(s  neceiTary  was  counfel  than  exe- 
*'  cution."  Vitellius  continued  lifelefs  and  ftupi- 
fied,  only  in  voluptuous  iloth,  and  confuming  ban- 
quets, perfonating  a  prince;  as  if  in  luxury  and 
profufion  the  meafure  and  fun<Si:ions  of  Sovereignty 
had  laid.  By  the  middle  of  the  day  he  was  always 
intoxicated  with  wine,  gorged  with  feafting,  un- 
wieldy^ and  unmoveable.  But  fuch  was  the  zeai 
and  vigour  of  the  foldiers,  that  of  themfelves  they 
fupplied  all  the  duties  f)f  the  Leader,  as  etTed:ually  as 
if  he  had  attended  himfelf,  and  in  perfon  animated 
the  brave  by  hopes,  the  dafcardly  by  fear.  As  foon 
as  they  v.ere  drawn  cut  and  armed,  they  demanded 
with  carneftnefs,  that  the  fignal  m.ight  be  given 
for  marching  ;  ftyling  him  by  the  name  of  Ger- 
manicus,  to  which  they  fubjoined  his  own  of  Vi- 
tellius. For  even  after  he  was  vidorious,  he  for- 
bad giving  him  the  appellation  of  Cc^jar,  To  Fa- 
bius  Valens,  and  the  army  v/hich  he  was  thus  lead- 
ing forth  to  the  war,  on  tlie  very  day  they  com- 
menced their  march,  there  appeared  a  joyful  pre- 
fage,  that  of  an  Eagle,  which  meafuring  his  mo- 
tion by  that  of  the  Hoft,  glided  gently  along,  and 
flev/  juft  before,  as  if  he  purpofely  guided  the 
way.  J^'uch  too,  for  a  large  fpace  of  time,  were 
the  joyful  fhouts  uttered  by  the  foldiers,  fuch  the 
fteady  motion  of  the  undifmayed  bird,  that  thence 
was  interred  a  manifeft  omen  of  an  iiTue  grand 
and  fuccefsful. 

And  in  truth  they  advanced  with  afTurance  to  the 
territories  of  Treves,  as  to  thole  of  a  friendly  State. 

JBut 
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But  at  Dlvodurum,  a  city  of  the  Medlomatriclans, 
though  they  were  there  received  with  every  de.rree 
of  franknefs  and  coniplaifance,  a  fudden  pannic 
feized  them,  and  in  an  inftant  they  grafped  their 
arms,  with  defign  to  mafTacre  the  unoffending  city  ; 
not  for  the  fake  of  pillage,  or  from  the  luft  of  fpoiJ, 
but  from  fury  and  madnefs,  and  caufes  unknown, 
and  thence  the  more  difficult  to  be  remedied  and 
removed  ;  till  afiuaged  at  lafi:  by  the  intreaties  of 
their  General,  they  forbore  purfuing  the  utter  de- 
ftruction  of  the  city.  There  were  flaughtered,  how- 
ever, to  the  number  of  four  thoufand  men  :  An 
example  of  terror,  which  alarmed  ail  the  reft  of 
Gaul  ;  infomuch  that  thenceforward  intire  cities, 
when  the  army  approached  them,  went  forth  to 
meet  it,  accom.piinied  with  their  magiftrates,  and 
tendering  the  petitions  of  fupplicants.  Along  the 
ways,  in  humble  poftures,  were  ftrewed  their  chil- 
dren and  wives  :  and  every  other  art,  every  per- 
fuafive,  proper  to  foften  the  rage  of  a  foe,  was  of- 
fered ;  not  that  they  were  really  engaged  in  a  war, 
but  purely  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  peace. 

In  the  Capital  of  the  Leucians  Fabius  Valens  re- 
ceived tidings  of  the  murder  of  Galba,  and  that 
the  Sovereignty  was  devolved  upon  Otho.  Nor 
did  the  news  miove  the  fpirit  of  the  foldiers  either 
to  grief  or  joy,  as  they  were  only  intent  upon  war. 
From  the  Gauls  all  caufe  of  hefitation  in  favour  of 
Galba,  was  nov/  taken  away.  Towards  Otho  and 
Vitellius  they  bore  equal  hate  ;  and  were  moreover 
poffefl'ed  with  dread  of  Vitellius.  The  next  State 
was  that  of  the  Lingones,  a  people  attached  to  the 
party  of  Vitellius.  There  the  army  was  kindly  re- 
ceived, and  ftrove  to  return  the  civility  by  equal 
coniplaifance.  But  this  chearful  harmony  proved 
ihort,  through  the  turbulent  behaviour  of  thofe  Co- 
horts which,  having  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the 
fourteenth  Legion,  as  above  I  have  remembered, 
4  had 
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had  been  by  Fabius  VaJens  incorporated  with  his 
own  forces.     Between  thefe  Cohorts,  v/ho  were  Ba- 
tayians,  and  the  Legionary  foldiers,  at  firft  reproach- 
ful words  arofe  ;  words  were  prefently  followed  by 
a  tumult.     And  while  the  other  foldiers,  according 
to  their  different  partialities,  efpoufed  oppofite  fidest 
the  contention  waxed  fo  hot,  that  a  battle  muft  have 
immediately  enfued,  had  not   Valens,  by  punilliino- 
a  few  particulars,  recalled   the  Batavians,  who  had 
forgot  all  authority,  to  a   knk  of  their  duty.     In 
vam  was  caufe  of  war  fcuglit  a^ainft  the  /Eduans- 
for  being  commanded  to  furnifh  a  fupply  of  money 
and   arms,  they,  of  their  own  accord,  added  one 
Oi   provifions  without  price.     What  the   i^duans 
had  done  out  of  fear,   the  ir:habitants  of  Lvons  did 
through  joy.      From  thence  however  was  wi  thdrawn 
the  Italic  Legion,  and   the   Squadron  o'  horfe  en- 
titled Taurina.     But  at  Lyons  it  was  judged  proper 
to  leave  the  eighteenth  Cohort ;   as  in  quarters  where 
thci'   had  been  ufed   to  winter.     Manlius  Valens, 
commander  of  the  Italic  Legion,  though  he  had 
truly  fe»  vcd  the  caufe,  yet  remained  v/ithout  favour 
or  diftinclion  from  Vitellius.     Fabius  had  blafted 
himi  with  fecrct  defamations,  ignorant  as  he  was  of 
fuch  aevices  5  and    to  render  Manlius  the  more  fe- 
cure  and  unguarded,  whilft  he  thus  circumvented 
him,  always  apphiuded  him  openly. 

The  animofities  To  long  fubfifting  between  the 
people  of  Lyons  and  thofe  of  Vienne,  had  been  by 
the  late  war  inflamed.  Hence  many  bloody  routs 
and  calamities  on  both  fides,  more  frequent  and  fu- 
rious than  if  tfeey  had  fought  only  for  the  interefts 
of  Nero  and  Galha.  In  truth,  Gidha,  moved  by 
his  difpleafure,  had  converted  to  his  own  Exchenuer 
the  revenues  of  the  Lyonefe  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
had  treated  thofe  of  Vienne  with  fignal  marks  of 
favour:  Thh  became  the  root  of  emulation  and 
envy  between  two  people  linked  together  in  mu- 
tual 
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tual  hatred,  and  only  feparated  by  a  river.  They 
of  Lyons  therefore  fet  themfelve^  to  animate  the 
foldiers  man  by  man,  and  to  incite  them  to  exter- 
minate thofe  of  Vienne.  They  urged  that  this  their 
Colony  had  been  by  them  befieged  j  that  they  had 
aided  the  confpiracy  and  attempts  of  Vindex,  and 
lately  levied  Legions  for  the  fupport  of  Galba.  And 
when  tliey  had  difplayed  thefe  plaufible  motives  for 
hate  and  hoflllity,  they  (hewed  and  extolled  to  the 
foldiers  the  mighty  and  extenfive  fpoil  which  awaited 
them.  Nor  did  they  any  longer  confine  themfelves 
to  fecret  exhortations  to  particular  foldiers,  but 
publickly  befought  them  in  a  body,  "  That  they 
"  would  march  in  purfuit  of  juft  vengeance,  that 
*'  they  would  raze  and  extinguifh  the  feat  and  nur- 
•'  fery  of  the  vvar  in  Gaul ;  a  nurfery  which  con- 
"  tained  none  but  foreigners  and  foes.  For  them- 
•'  felves,  they  were  a  Roman  Colony,  and  part  of 
**  the  army,  and  their  infeparable  confederates  in 
*'  all  events  profperous  or  difaftrous.  Now  if  For- 
"  tunefhouM  chance  to  prove  froward,  they  begged 
*'  that  they  might  not  be  left  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
"  their  implacable  enemies." 

By  thefe  inftigations,  and  many  more  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  they  incenfed  the  men  fo  efFectually,  that 
even  the  Commanders  of  the  Legions,  and  their 
other  Leaders,  judged  it  impoffible  to  quell  the 
wrath  of  the  army  ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  Vienne, 
well  apprized  of  their  impending  peril,  covered  their 
heads  with  doleful  and  religious  veils,  and  accofting 
the  army  as  they  marched,  in  the  mournful  guife 
of  fupplicants,  embraced  their  armour,  their  knees, 
their  feet,  and  thus  mollified  the  animofity  of  the 
foldiers.  Befides  the  force  of  thefe  fuppiications, 
Valens  added  a  donative  of  three  hundred  fefterces 
(a)  a  man.     Then  it  was  that  reverence  for  the 

*  Be^nvlxt  9  and  lo  Crowns, 

dignity 
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dignity  of  the  Colony,   and  its  ancient  eftablifli- 
mentj  prevailed  ;    and   then    was   the  difcourfe   of 
Fabius,  who  to  the  army  recommended  the  fecurity 
and    prefervation   of  the   Viennefe,    received  with 
favour  and  attention.     They  v/ere  fentenced,  how- 
ever, to  furrender  the  arms  belonging  to  their  State  y 
and  to  aiTift  the  foldiers  with  provifions,  every  man 
contributed  his  fhare,  according  to  what  he  had. 
But  the  prevailing  rumour  was,  "  That  the  people 
"  of  Vienne  had  bought  over  Valens  v/ith  an  im- 
"  menfe  fum  of  money."     This  man,  one  long 
fordidly  poor,  then  on   a  fudden  become  rich,  did 
but  ill  difguife  the  hafty  change  of  his  fortune.     As 
his  appetites  had  been   whetted  and  inflamed  by  a 
Jong  courfe  of  penury,  his  riot  and  excefles  were 
boundlefs;  and  having  fpent  his   younger  years   iii 
eminent  indigence,  he  abandoned  himlelf  to    no- 
torious prodigality  in  his  old  age.     From  thence  in 
a  flow  progrefs,  the  army  was  led  through   the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Allobrogians  and  Vocontians  ;  while 
upon  every  march  which  he  made,  upon  every  fhift- 
ing  of  his  camp,  the  General  conftantly  fet  a  price  ; 
and  with  the  proprietors  of  tlie  feveral  lands,   with 
the  magiflrates  of  the  feveral  cities,  flruck  infamous 
bargains  for  favour  and  exemption.     This  he  did 
with  fuch  open  confidence  and  menaces,  that  he  or- 
dered Lucus,  a  municipal  town  of  the  Vocontians, 
to  be  fet  on  fire,  till  by  money  he  was  appeafed. 
As  often  as  money  f^iiled,  he  was  foftened  by  a  pre- 
sent of  vvomen,  and  by  facrifices  to  his  lull.    iViarch- 
ing  in  this  manner,  he  arrived  at  the  Alps. 

Caecina rioted  in  greater  fpoil,  and  in  more  blood. 
His  fpirlt,  naturally  tempefluous  and  fierce,  was  ex- 
afperated  by  the  Helvetians,  a  nation  cf  the  Gauls; 
one  renowned  of  old  for  men  and  arms,  and  after- 
wards only  fignal  for  reputation  pafi:.  llie  Helve- 
tians were  nut  apprized  of  the  traaical  end  of  Gal- 
lia,  and  rtfufed  to  own  the  Sovereignty  of  Vitcl- 
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-lius.     But  the  commencement  of  the  war  proceed- 
ed from  the  eagernefs  and   rapacity  of  the  twenty- 
firft  Legion,  who  had   violently  feized  as  plunder, 
the  money  which  the   Helvetians  were  fending  to 
pay  the  garifon  of  a  fort,  which  for  a  long  tinrie 
pad  they  had  maintained  with  their  own  men  and 
money.     The  Helvetians,  who  bore  this  heinoufly, 
caufed  to   be  intercepted  the  letters,  which  in  the 
-name  of  the  German  Army,  were  carrying  to  th€ 
Legions  in  Pannonia,  and  made  prifoners  ot  a  Cen- 
turion  and  fome  foldiers.      Cscina,    who  longed 
paffionately  for  war,  proceeded  alv/ays  to  take  ven- 
geance for  every  offence,  wUhin  his  reach,  as  fafl 
as  it  was  committed,  before  the  offender  could  have 
time  to  claim  the  merit  of  remorfe  and  fubmiflion. 
In  an  indant  he  decamped   and  marched,  laid  the 
whole  country  wafte,  and  facked  a  fine  place,   mag- 
nificently built  during  a  long  peace,  in  imitation  of 
a  large  municipal  city,  and  greatly  frequented  for 
•the  fake  of  its  charming  and  falubrious  Baths.     He 
likewife  difpatched  expreffs  into  Rhsetia,  with  or- 
ders to  the  auxiliaries  of  that  country,  to  fall  upon 
the  Helvetians  in  the  rear,  while  they  made  head 
-againft  the  forces  of  the  Legion. 

The  Helvetians,  fo  fierce  and  daring  while  dan- 
ger was  at  a  diftance,  were  ftruck  and  terrified  when 
it  arrived.  Upon  the  firft  alarm,  indeed,  they  had 
chofen  a  Leader,  Claudius  Sev  erus.  But  they  knew 
not  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  knew  not  how  to  keep 
their  ranks,  nor  how  to  purfue  any  united  counfel 
for  tlie  benefit  of  the  v/hole.  Pernicious  they 
thought  muft  be  the  trial  of  a  battle  againft  troops 
fo  regular  and  ey.perienced  ;  and  it  was  utterly  un- 
fafe  to  abide  a  fiege  within  v/alls  that  were  ruinous 
and  old.  Here  they  flood  expofed  to  C?Pcina  with 
a  powerful  Army  ;  there  to  the  Cohorts  and  Squa- 
drons of  horfe  from  Rhsetia.  The  Rhsetian  Youth 
too  were  inured  to  arms,  and  diligently  trained  in 
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the  difcipline  of  war.  On  every  fide  they  were  be- 
fet  with  devaflation  and  {laughter,  in  the  midft  of 
a-1  this  diftr^^fs  and  terror,  running  hither  and  thi- 
ther, and  ca{}ing  away  their  arms,  they  fled  at  laft 
to  the  mountain  Vocetius,  the  moft  part  of  them 
wounded,  or  in  utter  difarray.  From  thence  too 
they  were  inilantly  driven  by  a  band  of  Thracians 
purpofely  fent;  and,  as  the  Germans  alfo  and  Rh^- 
tians  purfued  them,  they  were  all  Slaughtered  amongft 
the  woods,  and  even  in  their  own  lurking  holes. 
Many  thoufands  were  cut  off,  and  many  thoufands 
fold  to  bondage.  As  the  army,  after  having  com- 
mitted univerfal  ravage  and  fpoil,  were  now  march- 
ing in  order  of  battle  towards  Aventicum,  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  country,  deputies  from  tlience  were 
tlifpatched  to  ofFer  a  Surrender  of  the  city,  and  the 
furrender  was  accepted.  Upon  Julius  Alpinus,  Cas- 
cina  caufed  capital  punifhment  to  be  inflitSled,  as 
upon  one  who  had  ftirred  up  the  war.  To  the 
judgment  of  Vitellius,  whether  the  fame  proved 
cruelty  or  mercy,  he  remitted  all  the  reft. 

Eafy  it  is  not  to  afTert,  which  of  the  two,  the 
Emperor  or  the  foldicrs,  the  Helvetian  Embailjdors 
found  moft  Implacable  and  unrelenting  The  fol- 
diers  infifted  that  the  city  fliould  be  utterly  demo- 
liflied,  and,  v/ith  menacing  hands  and  weapons,  in- 
fulted  the  Embafladors  in  the  face.  Nor  did  V^i- 
tellius  refrain  from  threats  and  reproaches ;  till  Clau- 
dius Coftus,  one  of  the  EmbaiTadurs  a  man  of 
noted  eloquence,  but  now  concealing  his  faculty  of 
perfuading  under  an  aflumed  and  artful  tremor,  and 
thence  perfuading  the  more  powerfully,  calmed  and 
afluaged  the  animofity  of  the  foldiers.  Such  is  the 
genius  of  the  vulgar,  ever  fubjc61:  to  fudden  fliiftings 
of  their  paftions ;  this  moment,  cruel  without  mea- 
fure,  and  the  next,  equally  addid^ed  to  compafTion 
and  mercy.  At  laft,  by  a  torrent  of  tears,  and  by 
imploring,  with  afteady  perfeverance,  a  milder  de- 
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termination,  they  obtained  to  their  city  pardon  and 
fecurity. 

Caecina,  while  he  tarried   fome  few  days  in  the 
country  of  the  Helvetians,  till  he  had  learned  the 
pleafure  of  Vitcliius,    and   preparing  at  the  fame 
time  to  pafs  the  Alps,  received  glad  tidings  from 
Italy,  that  the  Squadron  of  horfe  named  '^iLnay  and 
then  quartering  about   the  Po,  had   fworn  fealty  to 
Vitellius.     That  Squadron  had  ferved  under  Vitel- 
lius  in  Africa,  when  he  was  Proconful  there.     They 
were  afterwards  reca  led  from  thence  by  Nero,  in 
order  to  be  fent  forward  into  Egypt,  but,  upon  the 
infurredlion  of  Vindex,  detained  from  going     They 
at  thi    time  fojourned   in  Italy ;  and,  at  the  inili- 
gation  of  their   officers,    men    unacquainted   with 
Otho,  men  engaged  by  obligations  to  Vitellius,  and 
always  magnifying  to  them   the  mighty  ftrength  of 
the  approaching  Legions,  with  the  lignal  renown 
of  the  Germ  n  Army,  they  went  over  to  the  fame 
party.     And  as  a  prefent  to  their  new  Prince,  with 
themfelves  they  brought  into  his  intereft  the  ftrongeft 
municipal  cities  in   the  territories   beyond  the  Po, 
thofe  of  Milan,  Novara,  Eporedia,  and  Vercelles. 
Caecina  had   this  information   diredly  from  them- 
felves.    And  becaufe  the  moft  extenfive  region  in 
Italy  could  not  be  guarded  by  a  fmgle  band  of  ca- 
valry, he  difpatched  thither  before  him  the  feveral 
Cohorts  of  Gauls,  Lufitanians  and  Britons,  with 
the  body  of  German  troops,  and  the  Squadron  of 
hor(e  caWedTaurlna.     He  himfelf  remained  in  fome 
fhort  fufpence,  whether   it  were  not  ad vi fable  to 
bend  his  march  over  the  mountains  of  Rhaetia,  to- 
wards  Noricum,  againfl   Petronius,    Governor   of 
that  province,  who,  having  on  all  hands  raifed  and 
aflembled  forces,  and  broken  down  the  bridges  over 
the  rivers,  was  fuppofed  to  a6t  from  an  attachment 
to  Otbo.     But  dreading  the  reinforcements  of  foot 
and  horfe,  fent  already  forward ;  refleding  too,  that 
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from  fecuring  Italy  more  glory  would  accrue ;  and 
that  where-ever  the  decifive  battle  were  fought, 
Noricum  would  certainly  prove  one  of  the  acqui- 
fitions  following  a  general  vi6lory,  he  ordered  his 
foldiers  lightly  armed  to  take  their  route  overthe 
Appennine,  and  led  the  heavy  body  of  Legionary 
forces  over  the  Alps,  ftill  covered  with  the  bleak 
horrors  of  winter. 

Otho,  in  the  mean  time,  contrary  to  the  expec- 
tation of  all  men,  languilhed  not  in  floth,  nor  was 
lulled  afleep  by  any  of  his  pleafures.  All  his  vo- 
luptuous Tallies  were  fufpended  and  poftponed,  his 
paflion  for  luxury  was  artfully  dilTembled,  and  all 
things  condu<Si:ed  fuitably  to  the  dignity  of  the  Em- 
pire. Hence  was  admin iflered  the  greater  caufe  of 
public  fear,  as  thefe  virtues  were  known  to  be  hol- 
low and  afllimed,  and  a  certain  return  was  appre- 
hended of  his  vices,  which  were  natural  and  tried. 
Before  himfelf,  in  the  Capitol,  he  caufed  to  be  pro- 
duced Marius  Celfus,  Conful  ele£l,  the  fame  whom, 
under  colour  of  committing  him  to  durance,  he 
had  already  refcued  from  the  cruelty  of  the  foldiers. 
He  aimed  to  obtain  the  character  of  tendernefs  and 
clemency  by  mercy  fhewn  to  a  man  fo  illuftrious, 
and  fo  odious  to  all  the  partizans  of  Otho's  caufe. 
Celfus,  when  he  appeared,  confeiled-  refolutely  the 
imputed  crime,  of  having  perfevered  in  his  faith 
and  duty  to  Galba  :  he  even  appealed  to  Otho, 
whether  he  ought  not  to  approve  fuch  an  example 
of  fidelity.  Nor  did  Otho  treat  him  as  a  criminal 
pardoned  ;  but  to  manifeft  that  he 'feared  none  of 
his  enemies,  to  whom  he  had  once  declared  himfelf 
reconciled,  forthwith  admitted  him  amongft  his 
moft  intimate  friends,  and  prefently  after  chofe  him 
one  of  his  Generals  for  conducting  the  war.  In 
Celfus  too,  by  a  kind  of  fatality,  there  remained 
for  Otho  alfo  a  fidelity  unfhaken  and  unhappy. 
From  the  faving  of.  Celfus  there  enfucd  much  joy 
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amongft  all  men  of  rank  in  Rome,  many  acdama-» 
tlons  amongft  the  populace,  and  no  fort  of  diftafte 
even  amongft  the  foldiers,  who  in  him  admired  the 
svery  fame  virtue,  againft  which  they  had  been  fo 
much  incenfed. 

This  flight  of  public  joy  was  followed  by  another 
equally  great,  though  upon  a  confideration  widely 
.different,  namely,  the  deadly  doom  of  Tigellinus, 
obtained  by  the  cry  of  the  public.  Sophronius  Ti- 
gellinus fprang  from  parents  altogether  obfcure ;  his 
younger  years  w^re  defiled  with  unnatural  proftitu- 
tion,  and  his  old  age  abandoned  to  chambering  and 
lubricity.  When,  by  a  courfe  of  vices,  as  the 
quickeft  means  of  preferment,  he  had  gained  the 
command  of  the  Watch,  then  of  the  Praetorian 
Bands,  and  other  rewards  due  to  virtue,  he  began 
to  exercife  cruelty,  rapacity,  and  the  like  mafcu- 
line  villanies,  Nero  he  had  corrupted  to  every  ini- 
•quity,  and  had  the  boldnefs  to  perpetrate  many  un- 
known to  Nero.  At  laft  he  forfook  and  betrayed 
him.  Hence  the  execution  of  no  man  v/as  more 
vehemently  urged,  by  fuch  as  hated  and  by  fuch  as 
lamented  Nero,  both  concurring,  from  oppofite 
paftions,  in  the  fame  antipathy  and  requeft.  While 
Galba  reigned,  he  was  protedled  by  the  mighty  au^ 
thority  of  Titus  Vinius,  on  pretence  that  his  daugh- 
ter had  been  faved  by  Tigellinus ;  and  it  is  without 
doubt  that  he  had  faved  her,  yet  from  no  clemency 
of  his  (after  fuch  numbers  murdered  by  him)  but 
purely  to  purchafe  means  of  fhelter  and  efcape  in 
time  to  come.  For  this  is  the  policy  of  every  de■^ 
fperate  offender  ;  from  diitruft  of  prefent  fortune, 
and  dread  of  change,  to  arm  himfelf  betimes  with 
private  favour  againft  the  public  hate.  Hence  it 
comes  that  for  the  protecSlion  of  innocence  no  re- 
gard is  fhewn  ;  but  the  guilty  combine  for  niutual 
exemption  from  punifhment.  The  people  were  the 
.more  inflamed,  for  that  with  their  old  deteftation 
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of  Tigellinus  there  concurred  their  recent  bitternefs 
towards  Titus  Vinius  :  And  from  every  quarter  of 
the  City  they  now  flocked  to  the  palace,  and  the 
Forums,  and  efpecially  with  their  multitudes  they 
filled  the  Circus  and  fever al  Theatres,  places  where 
the  populace  are  wont  to  exert  their  highefl  a6ls  of 
licentioufnefs.  There  they  clamoured  with  bold 
and  fcditious  words,  till  the  fatal  in  uncSlion  to  die 
was  difpatched  to  Tigellinus  then  at  the  Baths  of 
SinuefTa.  There  it  reached  him  ;  and,  amidfl  a 
herd  of  harlots,  after  many  paflionate  embraces, 
after  many  bafe  and  unmanly  delays,  he  at  laft  cut 
his  throat  with  a  razor,  and  brought  a  frefh  ftain 
upon  his  life,  infamous  as  it  was,  even  by  his  man- 
ner of  dying,  altogether  vile,  and  meanly  flow. 

At  the  fame  time,  againft  Gal  via  Crifpinilla  ca- 
pital punifliment  was  demanded  :  But,  by  eluding 
the  profecution  feveral  artful  ways,  and  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Prince,  who  by  airing  a  double  pait 
incurred  public  cenfure,  fhe  efcaped  her  doom  She 
had  been  to  Nero  the  direc^refs  of  his  lufts,  and  af- 
terwards paflSng  over  to  Africa  to  inftigate  Clodius 
Macer  to  a  revolt,  avowedly  laboured  to  famifh  the 
people  of  Rome  ;  yet  after  this,  becoming  exalted 
and  fecured  by  her  marriage  with  a  Conful,  fhe  ac- 
quired the  good  graces  of  the  whole  City,  and  lived 
in  perfect  impunity  during  the  reigns  of  Galba,  Otho 
and  Vitellius.  Thenceforward  (he  continued  migh- 
ty in  credit,  by  being  opulent  and  childlefs;  two 
confiderations  equally  prevalent  in  good  times  and 
in  bad. 

Frequent  the  while  were  the  letters  which  pafled 
from  Otho  to  Vitellius,  all  contaminated  with  footh- 
ings  and  bKindifhments  Only  proper  to  be  ufed  to 
women.  In  thefe  he  offered  him  treafurc  and  fa- 
vour, and  fuch  a  place  of  retirement  as  he  himfelf 
(hould  chufe  to  live  in,  fuitabie  to  his  profufe  life 
ajjd  tafle.     With  the    very   fame  offers   Vitellius 
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tempted  Otho,  and  in  the  fame  foft  terms.  For  at 
firft  they  both  treated  in  a  way  of  diffimulation,  full 
of  nonfenfeandabfurdity.  Then,  as  it  were,  pro- 
ceeding to  plain  fcolding,  they  upbraided  each  other 
with  their  whoredoms,  and  profligate  doings.  Nor 
in  this  did  either  bring  a  falfc  charge  againfl  tho 
other.  Otho,  having  recalled  tlie  Embaffadors  fent 
by  Galba,  difpatched  others  in  their  room,  in  the 
plaufible  name  of  the  Senate,  to  both  the  Armies 
in  Germany,  to  the  Italic  Legion,  and  to  the  For- 
ces quartering  at  Lyons.  Thefe  Embafladors  con- 
tinued with  Vitellius,  with  fuch  franknefs  as  feem- 
ed  no  proof  that  they  were  detained  by  force.  But 
the  party  of  the  Praetorian  guards,  who  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Otho  accompanied  them,  under  the 
appearance  of  refpecSl  and  attendance,  were  obliged 
to  return  back,  without  being  fufFered  to  mix 
amongft  the  foldiers  of  the  Legions.  Moreover  Fa- 
bius  Valcns  tranfmltted  lettersto  the  Prsetorian  Bands, 
and  City  Cohorts,  in  the  name  cf  the  German  Ar- 
my, magnifying  the  mighty  forces  attached  to  that 
intere{l,and  offering  friendfhip  and  aflbciation.  He 
there  likev/ife  upbraided  them  for  transferring  the 
Sovereignty  to  Otho,  v/heii  it  had  been  (o  long  be- 
fore legally  conferred  upon  Vitellius.  Thus  were 
they  at  once  adailed  by  promifes  and  menaces,  as 
men  utterly  unequal  to  fuftain  the  war,  but  in  no 
danger  of  lofing  by  accepting  terms  of  peace.  Nor 
for  all  this,  did  the  Praetorian  Bands  vary  their  plight- 
ed faith. 

Now,  as  both  Chiefs  were  employing  fnaros  an  I 
minifters  of  death  againfl  each  other,  there  werj 
inflruments  of  this  fort  difpatched  by  Otho  int » 
Germany,  others  by  Vitellius  to  Rome  ;  and  the 
attempts  on  both  fides  were  defeated.  But  their 
agents  fared  differently.  Thofe  of  Vitellius  efcaped 
undlflinguifhed  in  the  mighty  and  promifcuoiu 
crowd  at  Rome,  where  tlie  perfons  and  co;icern$ 
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of  men  are  to  each  other  unknown  ;  whereas  the)" 
who  came  from  Otho  were  quickly  renhirked  as 
new  faces,  in  the  quarters  of  Viteiiius,  where  alt 
men  were  mutually  known  to  each  other,  and  thence 
their  d^fign  was  betrayed.  Viteiiius  too  wrote  to 
Titianus,  brother  to  Otho,  threatening  to  put  him 
and  his  fon  to  death,  in  cafe  his  mother  and  chil- 
dren were  not  protected  in  perfect  fecurity  at  Rome; 
In  truth  the  families  of  both  were  preferved  unhurt, 
under  both  Princes  fucceffively.  But  whether  the 
mercy  and  forbearance  of  Otho  were  not  founded 
in  fear,  remains  an  uncertainty.  For  Viteiiius, 
who  proved  to  be  tlic  Conqueror,  acquired  thence 
die  glory  of  clemency  unforced. 

The  firft  tidings  from  abroad  that  raifed  the  af- 
furance  of  Otho,  were  from  Illyricum  ;  namely, 
that  the  Legions  in  Dalmatia,  in  Pannonia,  and  in 
Moefia,  had  declared  for  him,  and  fworn  allegiance. 
The  like  good  news  arrived  from  Spain,  and  Clu- 
vius  Rufus  the  Governor,  was  applauded  in  a  pub- 
lic Edi£^  for  fuch  acceptable  fervice  :  whereas  it  be- 
came prefently  known,  that  Spain  had  revolted  to 
Viteiiius.  Nor  in  truth  did  Aquitaine  perfift  long 
in  obedience,  though  they  of  that  Province  had, 
by  the  influence  of  Julius  Cordus,  fworn  fealty  to 
Otho.  There  prevailed  no  where  any  fmcere  af- 
fe61ions  in  the  hearts,  nor  any  true  faith  in  the  ac- 
tions of  men ;  and  only  by  the  impreflions  of  ter- 
ror and  neceflity  they  were  tranfported  and  changed 
hither  and  thither.  From  the  fame  dread,  the  Pro- 
vince of  Narbon  Gaul  acceded  to  the  party  that 
was  nearefl  and  flrongefl:.  l"he  Provinces  far  re- 
mote, and  all  the  forces  beyond  the  fe.^s,  continued 
fubjedl:  to  Otho ;  from  no  partiality  or  zeal  to  his 
title  or  interefl  :  But  in  the  name  of  Rome,  and 
in  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  infinite  weight  was 
found.  Befides  their  minds  were  pre-occupied  in 
his  behalf,  as  the  iirfl  that  they  had  heard  nomi- 
nated. 
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nated.  The  Army  in  Judea  were  by  Vefpafian 
fworn  to  Otho,  as  were  the  Legions  in  Syria  by 
Mucianus.  Egypt  too,  and  all  the  Provinces  ex- 
tending to  the  Eafl,  were  governed  in  his  name. 
The  like  fubmiffion  was  paid  him  in  Africa,  accord- 
ing to  the  example  begun  by  Carthage.  Indeed^ 
without  waiting  for  the  authority  of  Vipftanus 
Apronianus,  the  Prcconful,  Crefcens  a  freed-man 
of  Nero's,  (for  thefe  fort  of  creatures  too  in  cala-r 
mitous  times,  thruft  themfelves  into  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  State)  had  prefented  a  feaft  to  the  people 
there,  in  order  to  celebrate  v/ith  rejoicings  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  a  new  Emperor  :  and  upon  this  cccafion, 
the  impatient  populace  ran  into  many  extravagances, 
without  regard  had  to  any  rule  or  reftraint.  The 
-precedent  lent  by  Carthage  was  followed  by  the 
other  African  Cities.  Whilfl  the  Armies  and  the 
Provinces  were  thus  rent  and  attached  to  oppofitc 
■interefts,  it,  in  truth,  behoved  Vitcllius,  if  he  would 
gain  the  Sovereignty,  to  gain  it  by  war. 

Otho,  in  the  mean  time,  as  if  full  peace  had 
reigned,  was  applying  himfelf  to  the  civil  adminif- 
tration  of  tlie  Empire,  with  a  condu6t,  in  fome 
inflances,  becoming  the  dignity  of  the  State,  bat 
for  the  moft  part  unfuitable  to  the  public  honour^ 
through  hafte  and  impatience  to  find  prefent  expe- 
dients for  daily  exigencies.  Himfelf  and  Titianus 
his  brother  he  named  Confuls,  to  continue  till  the 
Calends  of  March.  For  the  two  following  montlis 
in  that  ofiice  he  appointed  Verginius  ;  a  matter  of 
favour,  by  which  he  meant  to  foften  and  court  the 
German  Army.  To  Verginius  he  joined,  for  a 
Collegue,  Pompeius  Vopifcus,  under  colour  of  arir 
cient  friendfhip,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  moft  men, 
,as  a  real  compliment  of  honour  paid  to  the  people 
of  Vienne.  The  other  defignations  to  the  Conful- 
fhip  remained  juft  as  they  had  been  fettled  by  Nero 
'or  Galba,  Hence,  Caelius  and  Flavius,  each  fir- 
E  2  named 
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named  Sabinus,  were  the  fucceedlng  Confuls  till 
July;  as  were  Arius  Antonius  and  Marius  Celfus 
till  September.  Nor  was  this  dignity  of  theirs  abo- 
lifhed  or  queftioned  even  by  VitelJius  after  he  proved 
Conqueror.  Moreover,  upon  fuch  ancient  Sena- 
tors as  had  already  fuflained  illuftrious  fundiions  in- 
the  State,  Otho,  for  the  laft  completion  of  their 
public  honours,  conferred  the  pontifical  or  augural 
dignities  ;  and  for  a  confolation  to  young  Noble- 
men, lately  under  exile,  but  now  recalled,  he  in- 
verted them  with  fuch  facerdotal  offices  as  had  been 
enjoyed  by  their  fathers  or  forefathers.  To  Cadius 
Rufus,  Pedius  Blaefus,  and  Sevinus  Promptinus,  Se- 
nators degraded  in  the  reigns  of  Claudius  and  Nero, 
and  condemned  for  robbing  the  Public,  their  dig-  ' 
nity  was  now  redored.  In  repealing  their  fentence, 
it  was  thought  fit  to  new  name  their  crime,  that 
what  was  real  rapine  might  now  feem  to  have  been 
only  a  charge  of  treafon  ;  a  charge  become  fo  odi- 
ous, that,  in  deteftation  of  it,  other  laws,  how- 
ever falutary,  were  difufed  and  lofl. 

By  the  like  methods  of  benevolence,  he  alfo  at- 
tempted to  gain  the  afFedlions  of  whole  Cities  and 
Provinces.  He  fupplied  the  Colonies  of  Hifpalis 
and  Emerita  with  a  frefh  recruit  of  families.  He 
made  the  whole  people  of  the  Lingones  free  Citi- 
zens of  Rome.  To  the  Province  of  Baetica  he 
made  a  prefent  of  all  the  Cities  of  the  Moors,  fie 
cftablifhed  new  privileges  in  Cappadocia,  new  pri- 
vileges in  Africa,  more  in  truth  for  oftentation  and 
renown,  than  that  they  were  likely  to  continue. 
During  thefc  tranfa<Sl:ions,  which,  from  the  neceffity 
of  the  conjundlure,  and  the  cares  which  urged  him 
on  every  fide,  piifled  for  excufablc,  he  forgot  not 
to  recall  fondncfies  paft  ;  and  while  his  Sovereignty 
was  yet  at  ftake,  procured  a  decree  of  Senate  for 
replacing  thefevcral  ftatucs  of  Pcppaea.  He  is  even 
believed  to  have  had  under  frequent  deliberation  the 
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celebrating  of  Nero's  memory  with  public  Ho- 
nours, with  a  view  to  win  the  hearts  of  the  popu- 
lace. Nay,  fome  there  were  who  in  pubhc  pJacci 
erecftcd  the  images  of  Nero ;  and  during  certain 
days,  the  people  and  foldiers  uttered  their  acclama- 
tions to  Otho,  by  the  name  of  Nero  Otho ;  as  if 
by  this  title  they  intended  him  additional  nobility 
and  luftre ;  while  he  himfelf  remained  filent  and 
undetermined,  perhaps  afhamed  to  accept  their  com- 
pliment, perhaps  afraid  to  forbid  it. 

Whilft  the  minds  of  men  were  intent  upon  the 
prozrefs  and  ifTue  of  the  civil  war,  foreign  tranfac- 
tions  pafled  unregarded.  Hence  it  was  that  the 
Roxolanians  a  people  of  Sarmatia,  who  had  the 
precedin^winter  cut  ofF  two  of  our  Cohorts,  made 
an  irruption  the  more  daringly  into  Mcefia,  with 
mighty  expectation.  They  were  nine  thoufand 
horfe,  animated  by  paft  fuccefs  with  notable  afTur- 
anceand  difdain,  and  more  poflefTed  with  thethoughts 
of  fpoil  than  of  fighting.  As  therefore  they  roved 
-about,  difperfed  and  regardlefs  of  an  enemy,  they 
were  fuddenly  befet  by  the  third  Legion  accompa- 
nied by  its  auxiliaries.  Amonglt  the  Roman  forces 
all  things  were  aptly  difpofed  for  an  encounter. 
Thofe  of  Sarmatia,  on  the  contrary,  were  either 
fcattered  abroad  in  eager  queft  of  prey,  or  loaded 
with  it,  and  through  the  flipperinefs  of  the  ways  de- 
prived of  all  aid  from  the  fleetnefs  of  their  horfes  : 
fo  that  they  were  flaughtered  like  men  bound  and 
helplefs.  For  wonderful  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
all  the  bravery  of  the  Sarmatians,  is  as  it  were,  ex- 
ternal and  disjointed  from  the  men.  In  combats  on 
foot,  nothing  is  fo  fpiritlefs  and  unmanly  as  they  : 
when  they  advance  as  a  body  of  horfe,  fcarce  can 
any  army  whatfover  withftand  them.  But  upon 
this  occafion,  the  day  being  wet,  and  the  froft  dif- 
folving,  they  were  neither  able  to  weild  their  migh- 
ty fpears,  nor  their  huge  fabres,  fabres  fo  long  that 
E  3  with 
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with  both  their  hands  they  manage  them  :  for  undeV 
them  now  their  horfes  fiipt  and  fell,  and  left  them  en- 
cumbered with  their  ponderous  coats  of  mail ;  fuch  as 
hy  all  their  Princes  and  Nobles  are  worn,  (t  is  an 
arm.our  framed  of  plates  of  iron,  or  of  leather  in- 
finitely hard;  and  though  it  be  impenetrable  by  any 
■weapon,  yet  to  fuch  as  are  by  the  force  of  an  ene- 
my caft  down,  it  is  alfo  a  fure  obflacle  to  rifing 
again.  They  were  moreover  involved  in  the  fnow, 
at  once  deep  and  melting.  The  Roman  foldiers 
the  while,  in  weiidy  armour,  aflail  the  Sarmatians, 
nov/  by  a  fliower  of  darts,  anon  v/ith  the  points  of 
their  javelins,  then,  when  rpportunity  invited,  in 
clofe  combat,  with  their  light  and  manageable  fwords 
goring  the  defenceicfs  foe,  (for,  to  fecure  themfelves 
with  a  fliield,  is  not  their  cuftom)  till  a  few  of 
them  W'ho  furvived  the  battle,  betook  themfelves  to 
coverts  in  the  marlhes,  where,  through  the  rigour 
of  winter,  and  the  extremity  of  their  wounds,  they 
all  perilhcd.  As  this  became  known  at  Rome, 
IVJ arcus  Aponius,  appointed  Governor  of  Mcefia, 
was  diftinguifhed  witli  a  triumphal  Statue  ;  as  were 
Fulvius  Aurelius,  Julianus  7  itius,  and  Numifius 
Lupus,  Commanders  of  the  Legions  there,  with 
the  confular  Ornaments.  And  great  was  the  joy 
manifefted  upon  this  occafion  by  Otho,  who  to  him- 
lelf  alTumed  the  glory,  as  if  he  too  were  bleft  with 
fehcity  in  war,  and  by  the  interpofition  of  his  Cap- 
tains and  Armies  the  Empire  were  thus  aggran- 
dized. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  a  contemptible  fource, 
whence  nothing  was  dreaded,  there  arofe  a  fedition, 
which  well  nigh  involved  the  City  in  deftru<Si:ion. 
Otho  had  ordered  the  feventeeth  Cohort  to  be  re- 
moved from  Oftia  to  Rome;  and  the  care  of  fup- 
plying  them  with  arms  was  committed  to  Varius 
Crifpinus,  a  IVibune  of  the  Pr:?  torian  guards  He, 
chufing  for  the  execution  of  his  orders  the  hour  of 
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moft  lelfure,  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  when  all 
the  camp  was  comporcd,  dire<?i:ed  the  Armory  to  be 
opened,  and  the  carriages  belonging  to  the  Cohort 
to  be  loaded.  The  latenefs  of  the  hour  adminifter- 
ed  jealoufy,  the  action  itfelf  paffed  for  highly  cri- 
minal, the  fludy  of  pri\  acy  and  quiet  ended  in  an 
uproar,  and  the  drunken  foldicry,  upon  the  fight 
of  thcfe  arms,  found  themfelves  inftigated  to  ufe 
their  arms.  The  body  raged  and  clamoured,  and 
cliarged  their  Tribunes  and  Centurions  with  ill 
faith  and  traiterous  defigns,  as  if  ''  the  whole  tribe 
''  of  domeftics  belonging  to  the  feveral  Senators 
."  were  to  have  been  armed  againft  the  perfon  and 
"  caufe  of  Otho."  Part  of  them  were  intoxicated 
with  wine,  and  knew  not  t!ie  caufe  of  the  alarm  ; 
all  the  worft  and  moft  profligate  fought  an  occafion 
to  plunder.  The  herd  and  generality,  according  to 
cuftom,  were  delighted  with  every  new  tumult  and 
commotion  whatfoever  ;  and  fuch  as  were  better 
difpofed,  were  not  able  to  manifefl  their  duty  in 
the  dark.  Crifpinus  the  Tribune,  v/ho  laboured 
to  reprefs  their  feditious  fury,  they  murdered,  with 
fuch  Centurions  who  were  remarkable. for  feverity 
of  difcipline.  Then  inftantly  they  put  themfelves 
under  arms,  and  mounting  upon  horfes,  with  their 
fwords  dravvn,  advanced  dired:ly  to  Rome,  then  to 
the  imperial  Palace. 

Otho  was  then  entertaining  at  a  grand  banquet 
the  principal  Lords  and  Ladies  of  the  City.  Terror 
feized  thcfe  his  guefts,  and  doubt,  whether  their 
danger  proceeded  (rom  the  cafual  rage  of  the  fol- 
diery,  or  the  premeditated  treachery  of  the  Empe- 
ror. Unrefolved  too  they  were,  which  was  the 
Biore  perilous  choice,  to  ftay  together  and  b.-  taken, 
or  to  fly  and  difperfe.  This  moment  they  coun- 
terfeited notable  courage ;  the  next  they  betrayed 
their  dread  ;  and  conftantly  watched  the  counte- 
nance of  Otho.  So  that,  as  it  ufually  happens  to 
E  4  minds 
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minds  bent  to  fufpicion,  they  feared  Otho,  when 
he  hinifelf  was  under  fear.  In  truth,  as  he  was 
equally  terrified  with  the  danger  threatening  the  Se- 
nate as  with  his  ov/n,  he  not  only  difpatched  forth- 
with the  Captains  of  the  guards  to  mollify  the  rage 
of  the  foldier?,  but  ordered  the  company  to  retire 
with  all  fpeed.  Then  it  was  that  all  fled  for  fafety  : 
Roman  Magiftrates  caft  away  the  enfigns  of  their 
authority  and  flate,  and  deferted  their  ufual  train  of 
followers  and  flaves.  Tender  Ladies,  antient  No- 
bles, rambled  in  the  dark,  hither  and  thither,  few 
to  their  own  home,  moft  to  the  hcufes  of  their 
friends  ;  and  chiefly  they  fought  lurking  holes 
■amongff:  the  bafcfl:  of  their  dependents,  where  fearch 
and  purfuit  was  leaft  apprehended. 

The  violence  of  the  foldiers  was  fuch,  that  the 
gates  of  the  palace  proved  no  check  to  them  from 
forcing  their  way  into  the  banqueting  chamber, 
where  with  one  mouth  they  demanded  to  have  a 
fight  of  Otho ;  having  in  their  pafiage  wounded 
Julius  Martialis,  a  Tribune,  and  Vitellius  Satur- 
ninus.  Colonel  of  a  Legion,  two  oflScers  who  flrove 
to  oppofe  their  tumultuous  entrance.  On  every  hand 
arms  were  brand ifhed,  and  terrible  menaces  were 
wttered,  now  againft  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions, 
and  in  the  next  breath  againft  the  whole  body  of  the 
Senate.  For  with  a  pannic  fear,  blind  and  caufe- 
lefs,  their  minds  we:e  bewitched  and  inflamed  :  So 
that,  as  they  could  aflign  no  particular  vitSiim  to 
their  own  fury,  they  claimed  a  latitude  for  general 
Slaughter  ;  till  Otho,  ftanding  upon  his  banqueting 
couch,  had  by  fupplications  and  tears,  to  the  abafe- 
mcnt  of  Imperial  Dignity,  prevailed  upon  them, 
with  great  difficulty,  todefilh  They  then  returned 
to  their  camp,  but  with  much  regret  and  ill-will, 
and  not  exempt  from  the  foul  ftain  of  blood  and 
guilt.     The  next  day,  as  if  the  City  had  been  taken 

by 


Book  I.  OF  TACITUS.  8i 

by  an  enemy,  the  houfes  continued  clofe  /hut  up  ; 
Icarce  a  foul  was  to  be  fcen  in  the  llreets  ;  tlie  people 
were  abandoned  to  mourning  and  fadnefs  ;  and  the 
foldiers,  with  down-caft  looks,  fhewed  rather  a  fhock- 
ing  gloominefs  than  any  tokens  of  remorfe.     Their 
Captains  Licinius  Proculus,  and  Plotius  Firmus,  ha- 
rangued them   in  companies  apart,  with  a  ftile  of 
foftnefs  or  afperity  fuitable  to  the  different  fpirits  of 
the  fpeakers.     However   they   fpoke,  the  refult  of 
the  difcourfe  was  no  other,  than  that  to  the  foldiers 
fhould  be  diftributed  five  thoufand  Sefterces  *  a  man. 
Then,  and  not  before,  Otho  adventured  to  enter 
the  camp :   There  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions  ga« 
thered  round   him,  in   the  guife  of   private  men, 
having  quitted  the  badges  denoting  their  ranks,  and 
implored  him  with  ea  nellnefs  to  difmifs  them  from 
the  fervice,  and  to  protect  them  in  their  lives.     Well 
the  foldiery  faw  what  an  heavy  odium  was  derived 
upon  themfelves  by  this  requeft  of  their  Officers^ 
and  with  a  behaviour  formed  to  duty  and  obedience^ 
required,  of  their  own  mere   motion,  "  That  up- 
'^  on  the  authors  of  the  infurreition  the  pains  of 
«  d  ath  Ihould  be  infliaed." 

Otho  not  only  found  himfelf  befet  with  great 
Gombuftions  and  civil  diforders,  but  tt  e  inclinations 
of  the  foldiery  jarring  and  divided.  All  the  inno- 
cent and  beft  amongft  them  infilled'  upon  a  remedy^ 
to  the  prefent  licentioufnefs  and  outrage :  The  croud 
and  majority  delighted  in  frequent  feditions,  in  a; 
government  conduced'  by  largeiTes  and  corruption  ; 
and  hence  by  being  indulged  in  tumuTts  and  feats  of 
rapine,  were  the  more  eafily  inftigated  to  the  pro-»s 
fecution  of  the  civil  war.  He  reflected  too  that  a. 
Sovereignty,  hke  his,  acquired' by  flagrant  iniquity, 
could  never  be  preferved  by  righteous  orders  fud-- 

*  Thirty-nine  pounds^  five  {hillings.. 
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denly  eftablifrieci,  and  by  reviving  the  rigid  virtue 
and  purity  of  the  ancient  Romans.  However,  as 
be  W2LS  anxious  about  the  danger  of  the  City,  and 
the  doom  which  threatened  the  Senate,  he  at  laft 
fpoke  to  them  in  this  fafhion 

"  I  come  not  hither  vi'ith  defign  either  of  kind- 
*'  ling  your  afFe6iions  to  me  ward,  my  fellow  fol- 
diers,  or  to  animate  you  to  bravery  againfi:  the 
foe  :  fcr  both  your  bravery  and  your  att"e6\ions 
fignally  overilow.  But  I  come  to  entreat  you, 
to  qualify  the  heat  of  your  magnanimiity  with  an 
*'  allay,  and  confine  wi.hin  fome  bounds  your  zeal 
"  and  tendernefs  for  me.  The  beo;innino;  of  the 
late  tumult  arofe  from  no  thirft  of  prey,  from  no 
hate  to  the  perfons  of  men  (motives  which  have 
"  excited  many  armies  to  ftrife  and  uproar)  nor 
from  any  dread  of  peril,  or  defire  to  fliun  it ; 
but  your  devotion  to  me,  over-paflionate  and 
fond,  roufed  you  to  it  with  more  acrimony  than 
*'  refietfiion.  For,  many  an  honeft  caufe  and  coun- 
**  fel,  when  not  condu6^ed  by  found  judgment,  is 
"  f(  llowed  by  pernicious  events.  W^eare  proceed- 
*'  in:  to  war.  Now,  does  the  reafon  of  things 
"  permit,  does  the  nature  of  'imes  and  occafions 
permit  (things  which  are  prefented  and  loft  with 
equal  and  infinite  velocity)  that  every  exprefs, 
every  article  of  inte  ligence  be  publickly  com- 
municated, and  in  the  preftnce  of  the  whole  ar- 
my every  difficulty  be  difcufied,  and  all  our  coun- 
fels  holden  ?  To  be  ignc-rant  of  fome  thing  equal- 
ly behoves  d  foldier  as  to  he  well  acquainted  with 
*'  others.  Such  is  the  authority  of  a  GeneraK  fuch 
*'  the  quality  and  rigour  of  difcipline,  that  for  the 
*'  prefervation  of  both,  it  iscften  inevitab'y  necef- 
^'  fary,  that  even  to  the  TVibunes  and  Centurions 
*'  many  pofitive  comn^ands  be  given  without  any 
*'  reafons  annexed.  Were  it  allowed  to  every  par- 
*^  tjcular,  when  he  receives  orders,  to  alk  whv,  all 
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obedience  being  thus  lof},  the  lofs  of  Sovereign 
Empire  would  immediately  follow.  And  yet 
fhall  foldiers,  of  thei  own  heads,  fly  to  their 
arms  in  the  dead  of  night  ?  Shall  one  or  two  fmgle 
men,  defperate  and  drunken,  (for  that  more  than* 
"  two  run  thus  mad  in  the  late  diftra6iion,  I  am 
*'  Joth  to  believe)  fhall  they  dare  to  embrue  their 
"  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  Tribunes  and  Cen- 
"  turicns  r  lliall  they  be  allowed  to  burft  into  their 
"  Emperor's  Pavilion  ? 

*'  Itmufl  be  ov/ned  indeed,  It  wrs  on  my  behalf 
*'  that  thefe  excefies  were  committed.     But  during 
"  the  Tallies  of  this   infurrecflion,   which   was   con- 
"  ducied  at  random  in   the  dark,  and   In  the  uni-> 
"   verfai   confunon    following   it,    an   occafion   for 
"  forming  attempts  too  againft  me,  might  have  been 
"  eafily  adminiltered.     What  elfe  could  Vitellius^ 
"  and  the  rreatures  of  VitelHus,  make   the  burden 
of  their  imprecations  againftus?  And  if  in  their 
breads  the  option  lay,  what  other  bent  of  fpirit^ 
what  other   underftanding  could   they  wifli  us  ? 
Would  they    not   naturally   wifh  for  tumult  and: 
**  difcord  amongft  us  ;  that   the  foldier  fnould  re- 
*'  fufe  to  obey  the  centurion,  the  centurion  to  obey 
"  the  tribune  ;  and  that,  in  a  general  confufion  of" 
"  horfe  and  foot,  we  miight  all  in  a  body  run  pre- 
"  cipitatelv  todeltruvStion  ?  Rather  by  due  obedience^ 
'*  my  fellow  foldiers,  than  bv  feduloully  examining 
*'  the  commands  of  fuperiors,  is   government  pre- 
**•  ferved  amongft  military  men  :  And  always  mofl* 
'*  brave  in  a  day  of  danger  docs  that  army  prove,. 
*'  which  before  danger  appeared,  had  remained  moft 
*'  quiet  and   dutiful.     To  be   armed  and  valorous^ 
^'  be  your  part  ;  to  me  leave  the  prerogative  of 
**  counfel,  and  the  dire£lion  of  your  magnanimity. 
''  Of  the  late  tranfgreffion  there  were  but  few  guilty  j- 
**  of  thofe  few  tv/o  only  Ihall  bear  the  puniihmenf^ 
*^  Laboarj  alUh^*  r^fj  of  youj  to  obliterate  the  me- 
E  6  *^'  ^or^ 
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*'  mory  of  that  abominable  and  infamous  night ; 
''  nor  let  thofe  horrible  expreflions  uttered  againft 
*'  the  Senate  be  ever  heard  by  any  other  army.  To 
*'  demand  to  execution  that  venerable  body  of  men, 
*'  who  together  conftitute  the  head  of  the  Empire, 
*'  and  are  the  glory  and  ornaments  of  the  Provin- 
''  ces,  is  a  thing  fo  atrocious,  that  even  the  fell 
*'  Germans,  they  whom  Vitellius  is  animating  with 
*'  all  his  miight  againfl  us,  would  not  dare  to  at- 
*'  tempt.  And  is  it  yet  poflible,  that  any  of  the 
*'  native  fons  of  Italy,  that  the  genuine  progeny  of 
"  Romans,  fnould  cruelly  require  the  blood  and 
*'  lives. of  that  glorious  Order,  by  whofe  luflre  and 
*•*  renown  derived  upon  us,  we  bring  apparent  con- 
•'  tempt  and  obfcurity  upon  the  fordid  par-.y  of  V\- 
•*  tellius.  Vitellius  has  feized  fome  countries ;  he 
*'  has  too  the  appearance  of  an  army  ;  but  with  us 
*'  is  the  Senate.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the 
**  Commonwealth  f^ands  on  our  fide  ;  on  his  the. 
*'  enemies  of  the  Commonwealth.  How!  Do  you 
*'  indeed  believe,  that  the  elTence  of  this  City,  of 
"  all  others  the  fairef^,  confifts  in  walls  and  roofs 
*'  and  piles  of  flone  ?  Thefe  are  things  dumb  and 
*'  inanimate,  and  fubje6t  indifferently  to  ruin  or 
**  repair :  But  upon  the  fecurity  and  well-being  of 
"  the  Senate  is  eftablifhed  the  eternity  of  the  Stat", 
"  the  peace  of  nations,  with  your  welfare  and  mine. 
'•  By  the  Father  and  Founder  of  our  City  this  ve- 
•'  nerable  Order  was  inllituted,  with  the  interpo- 
*'  fition  of  Aufpices  folemnly  obferved  :  from  the 
•'  time  of  our  kings  to  that  of  the  Caefars,  it  con- 
**  tinually  fubfifted.  As  we  received  it  from  our 
**  anceflors,  let  us  deliver  it  down,  immortal,  to 
•*  pofierity.  For,  as  from  amongft  you  Senators 
"  fpring  ;  fo  Princes  arife  from  amongft  Senators."" 

This  fpeech,  contrived    both   to  rebuke  and  to 
mollify  the  fpirit  of  the  foldiery,  was  favourably  re- 
ceived, as  was  the  moderate  meafure  of  punifliment 
3  ^  in- 
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inflided  ;  for  he  ordered  no  more  than  two  to  fufFer. 
Thus  was  fome  compofure  wrought  amongft  thefe 
men,  v/hom  no  violent  corredion  could  have  quell- 
ed. The  tranquillity  however  of  the  City  was  not 
yet  reftored.  There  ftill  was  heard  the  uproar  of 
arms;  and  a  face  of  war  fubfifted.  Jt  is  true  the 
foldiery  committ  d  no  public  infults,  nor  rioted  in 
a  body  ;  but  difperfed  every  where  up  and  down, 
they  crept  into  hotifes  in  difguifed  habits,  as  fpics 
watching  with  virulent  minds  and  curiofity,  for 
matter  of  mifchief  and  deftrudion  againft  all,  v/ho 
by  their  nobility,  or  wealth,  or  any  other  notable 
pre-eminence,  were  fignal  enough  to  be  fubje(5t  to 
popular  and  flying  rumour.  Some  too  believed, 
that  certain  foldiers  from  the  army  of  Vitelllus  were 
arrived  at  Rome,  purpofely  to  found  the  fpirit  of 
the  parties  there.  Hence  all  places  were  filled  with 
fufpicion  and  diftrufl  ;  nay,  fcarce  were  men  ex- 
empt from  caution  and  fear  in  their  moft  fecret  re- 
ceffes  at  home.  But  abroad,  under  the  eye  of  the 
public,  this  fort  of  dread  moft  of  all  prevailed. 
7'here,  people  were  careful  to  fliift  their  pailions 
and  faces,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  news 
which  were  faid  to  be  brought ;  that  when  afFatrs 
bore  an  ambiguous  afpe6b,  they  might  feem  to  ma-^ 
nifeft  no  diffidence  of  fuccefs,  nor  be  flow  in  re- 
joicing, when  profperous.  But  upon  the  feveral  Se- 
nators aflembled  in  Council,  the  moft  perilous  tafk 
lay,  how  to  preferve  in  all  points  a  conduit  fa.^e  and 
unexceptionable  ;  left  their  filence  might  be  con- 
ftrued  haughtinefs  and  contumacy,  left  by  liberty  of 
fpccch  his  jealoufy  fhould  be  roufed  :  and  were  they 
to  utter  flights  of  flattery,  thefe  Otho  would  readily 
fee  through,  he  who  having  been  lately  a  fubject, 
had  then  ufed  the  fame  ftile.  They  therefore  dealt 
in  repetitions,  dwelt  upon  the  motions  which  they 
made,  and  varied  and  wrefted  them  to  every  fenfe 
according  as  it  appeared  moft  acceptable  s  but  al- 
ways 
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ways  fure  to  bcflow  upon  Vitellius  the  names  of 
tiddic  tnerny  and  Parricide.  They  who  were  moil 
artful  and  wary,  confined  themfelves  to  fuch  invec- 
tives as  being  common  and  vulgar,  were  not  re- 
markable :  fomeafTailed  him  with  bold  reproaches  and 
well  grounded,  but  took  care  to  utter  them  under  the 
dmn  of  a  general  clamour,  and  when  many  were 
fpeakmg  at  once,  or  to  confound  them  amonaft  a 
tumultuous  tide  o{  words  purpofely  poured  oirt  b - 
themfelves.  -  ^ 

Moreover  from  divers  prodigies,  attefted  by  fe- 
veral  authorities,  much  public   terror  arofe.     From 
the  bands  of  the  Statue  of  Viftory,  ftanding  upon 
her  chariot  in  the   porch  of  the  Capitol,  the  reins 
dropped.     Out  of  the  Chapel  appertaining  to  Juno, 
there  {^^^A^vAy  arofe  an  apparition   of  a  fize  more 
tlian  human.     The  Statue   of   the  deified  Julius 
ereded  in  an  iHand  in  the  Tiber,  was  found  turned 
quite  round  from  the  weft  to  the  cafl,  upon  a  day 
utterly  free   from  rain  and  tempefrs.     In  Etruria  an 
ox  fpoke      There  were  animals  that  produced   ujj. 
ufual  births  ;  with  many  other  wonders,  which   dur- 
ing  the  ignorant  ages,  proved  matter  of  obfervation 
e/en  in  times  of  peace,   but  now  are  only  heard 
when  public  terror  prevails.     But  there  intervened 
a  dread  ftill  m.ore  afFeding,  one  not  only  of  cala- 
mities future,  but   accompanied  by  prefent  defola- 
tion,  and  caufed  by  a  precipitate  inundatien  from 
the   1  iber,  whofe  waters   fwelling  to  an  immenfe 
heighth,  overthrew  the  Sublician  bridge,  and,  hav- 
ing their  courfe  obftruaed   by  the  h'eap  of  ruins, 
bifides  overflowing  the  adjacent  quarters  which  were 
hvel,  covered    places   which   Vv^ere  reckoned  fecure 
a^amft  any  fuch  difafter      ?4any  were  fvvept  away 
in  the  ftreets  ;  and  more  drowned  in  their  fh ops  and 
beds.     Amongft  the  populace  famine  enfued,  both 
through  fcarcit.  of  provifion,  and  want  of  employ- 
ment to  earn  it.     Moreover  fuch  buildings  as^fcr 

•      Hand- 
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ftanding  by  themfclvesare  called  Ifles,  having  their 
foundations  Tapped  and  weakened  by  the  fiood  fur- 
rounding  them,  funk  into  ruins  when  the  waters 
returned.  No  fooner  were  the  minds  of  men  free 
from  this  peril  which  had  fo  much  awakened  them, 
but  they  found  another  matter  of  prodigy,  big  with 
direful  'and  impending  calamities,  though  it  pro- 
ceeded from  caufes  evidently  fortuitous  or  natural^ 
namely,  that  the  field  oF  Mars  and  the  caufeway  of 
Flaminius,  were  both  fo  obftrudled,  that  Ctho, 
when  ready  to  march,  could  not  that  way  take  his 
route  to  the  war. 

Otho  having  performed  the  folemnity  of  luflra- 
tlon,  by  purifying  the  city  with  facrifices,  weighed 
carefully  all  the'niethods  of  conducting  the  war; 
and,  feeing  the  pafiages  over  the  A pennine  moun- 
tains with°thofe  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  and  all  the 
other  approaches  to  Gaul,  befet  and  (hut  up  by  the 
armies  of  Vitellius  refolved  to  invade  the  province 
of  Narbon  Gaui  with  a  powerful  force  by  fea,  all 
faithfully  attached  to  his  par  y  :  For,  amongft  the 
foldiers  of  the  Legions  he  had  engrafted  all  thofe 
who  had  fur\  ived  the  flaughter  of  their  brethren  at 
the  Milvlan  bridge,  and  had  been  by  Galba  cruelly 
doomed  to  a  prifon.  To  the  others  too  hopes  were 
given  of  rifm^  in  good  time  to  more  honourable 
ranks  in  the  fervice.  The  navy  he  enforced  with 
the  City  Cohorts,  and  with  a  detachment  from  the 
Praetorian  Bands ;  a  reinforcement  intended  as  the 
prime  force  and  bulwark  of  the  army,  and  to  aliift 
the  commanders  with  counfc;!,  as  well  as  to  ferve 
them  for  guards.  To  Antonius  Novellus,  to  Sue- 
dius  Clemen  ,  both  lately  Centurions  of  principal 
rank,  and  to  iEmllius  Pacenfis,  a  Tribune  difmiffed 
by  Galba,  and  now  by  Otho  re-ertabliflied,  the  di- 
re61ion  in  chief  of  the  expedition  was  commiitted. 
But  the  care  and  controul  of  all  the  fhips  was  re- 
ferved  to  Ofcus  his  Freedman,  who  was  employed 

tg 
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to  infpe^l  the  fidelity  and  behaviour  of  men  more 
honourable  than  himfelf  The  command  of  the 
foot  and  horfe  was  afligned  to  Suetonius  Paulinus, 
Marius  Celfus,  and  Annius  Gallus  ;  but  in  Licinius 
Proculus,  Captain  of  the  Praetorian  guards,  the 
chief  confidence  was  placed.  This  man,  who  was 
a  prompt  officer  amongft  the  troops  at  Rome,  but 
in  war  unexperienced,  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  ar- 
raign and  blacken  the  eminent  name  and  authority 
of  Paulinus,  the  fpirit  and  vivacity  of  Celfus,  the 
gravity  and  coolnefs  of  Annius,  and  to  blaft  with 
fome  calumny  of  his  every  excellence  of  theirs  ;  and 
thus  came,  by  being  mifchievous  and  crafty,  to  fur- 
pafs  in  credit  fuch  as  were  virtuous  and  unaiTuming; 
a  tafk  exceeding  eafy  to  be  accomplifhed. 

During  thofedays  Cornelius  Dolabella  was  doom- 
ed to  confinement  in  the  town  of  Aquine,  thou^^h 
under  ward  no  wife  ftrld  or  fohtary  j  for  no  crime 
of  his,  but  only  as  he  was  obnoxious  and  marked 
out  for  the  ancient  luftre  of  his  name,  and  kindred 
to  Galba.     Many  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  a  great 
part  of  fuch  as  had   been  Confuls,  were  by  Otho 
ordered  to  prepare  for  the  field  ;  with  no  defign  of 
allowing  them  any  fhare  or  charge  in  the  war,  but 
only  under  colour  of  accompanying  him.     Amongft 
thefe  was  included  Lucius  Vitellius,  diflingulfhed 
neither  as  the  brother   of  an  Emperor,  nor  of  an 
enemy.     Great  was  the  anxiety  and  confternation, 
which  upon  this  occafion  poflefled  the  City ;  nor 
was  any  rank  of  men  exempt  from  the  impulfe  of 
danger  and  fear.     The  chief  Senators  were  by  age 
difabled,  or  through  long  peace  become  liftlefs  and. 
un wieldly.     The  nobles  were  funk  in  floth,  and  had 
quite   forgot  the  wars.     The  Roman  knights  were 
unacquainted   with  all  military  fundions,  and  the 
•  duties  of  a  Camp.     And  all  thefe  degrees  of  men, 
at  this  time  governed  by  dread,  the  more  they  ftrove 
to  conceal  and  fmother  it,  did  but  the  more  appa- 
rently 
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rently  difcover  how  greatly  they  dreaded.  Nor,  on 
the  contrary,  were  there  wanting  feme,  v/ho,  from 
an  ambition  altogether  ftupid  and  ridiculous,  pur- 
chafed  themfelves  gay  and  glaring  armour,  with  fine 
and  ftately  fteeds  ;  or  others  who  provided  materi- 
als and  preparatives  for  riot  and  feafting,  with  all 
the  implements  and  incentives  to  feats  of  voluptu- 
oufnefs,  as  fo  many  inftruments  of  war.  Every 
wife  man  felt  an  affe6ling  zeal  for  public  tranquillity, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  State :  The  giddy  and  thought- 
Jefs,  fuch  as  are  unable  to  judge  of  things  future, 
were  puffed  up  with  extravagant  hopes.  Many  there 
were,  who  finding  their  fortunes  and'  credit  defpe- 
rate  during  peace,  became  elevated  upon  the  public 
commotions,  and  In  the  general  dlilracSlion  found 
mofl  fecurity  to  themfelves  in  particular. 

Now  the  body  of  the  people,  who  are  by  their 
numbers  fo  infinite  and  mighty,  debarred  from  a 
participation  of  public  counfels  and  cares,  began  to 
feel  by  degrees  the  heavy  evil  and  prefTures  of  war; 
as  to  the  ufe  of  the  foldiery  all  the  money  was  ap- 
plied, and  the  price  of  provlfions  augmented ;  mis- 
fortunes which  upon  the  infurredlion  of  Vindex, 
had  no-wife  oppreffed  the  Commonalty.  For  the 
City  then  enjoyed  peace  and  fecurity,  and  the  feat 
of  the  war  being  in  one  of  the  provinces,  it  feemed 
no  other  than  a  foreign  war  maintained  between  our 
Legions  and  the  people  of  Gaul.  For,  ever  fince 
the  deified  Auguftus  eflabllfhed  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Cpefars,  the  Roman  People  had  warred  always 
amongft  nations  far  remote,  and  to  one  man  alone 
the  glory  or  anxiety  belonged.  Under  Tiberius  and 
Caligula,  men  had  only  to  dread  the  cruelties  of 
pacific  tyranny.  The  attempts  of  Scribonianus  a- 
gainft  Claudius  were  at  once  divulged  and  AipprefTed. 
Nero  was  overturned  and  deprived  rather  by  evil 
tidings,  and  the  terrors  of  rumour,  than  by  force 
©f  arms.  But,  at  this  time,  the  Fleets  and  Le- 
gions, 
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glons,  and,  what  is  rarely  pradifed,  the  Praetorian 
Guards  and  City  Cohorts,  were  all  led  forth  to 
iight.  The  eaft  and  weft  were  engaged  on  the  op- 
pofite  fides,  as  were  all  the  other  forces  remaining 
in  the  feveral  countries  which  each  competitor  left 
behind  him  :  Ample  materials  for  a  war  long  and 
fierce,  had  there  been  other  Chiefs  than  thefe  to 
have  conducted  it.  As  Otho  was  upon  marching, 
there  were  feme  who  ftarted  a  caufe  of  delay,  take  n 
from  the  omiflion  of  a  religious  ceremony,  that  of 
repofiting  the  facred  I'hields  AnciVa.  But  he  reject- 
ed all  arguments  for  procraftination,  as  what  had 
proved  fatal  to  Nero :  befides  he  was  urged  by  the 
approach  of  Caecina,  who  had  already  pafled  the 
Alps. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March,  having  afEmbled 
the  Senate,  to  their  care  he  recon:mended  the  Com- 
monwealth. And,  as  the  v/ilJ  grants  and  bounties 
cf  Nero  had  been  refumed,  Otho  beftowed  upon 
the  exiles  lately  reftored  all  fuch  remainders  of  thefe 
refumptions  as  were  not  yet  come  into  his  Exche- 
quer: A  liberality  altogether  jufl,  and  in  found 
magnificent,  but  in  effect  empty,  and  fruftrated  by 
.the  eagernefs  of  the  Oi^cers,  v/ho  had  a  good  while 
before  exacted  payment  of  the  whole.  Anon  he  af- 
fembled  the  people,  and  to  them  boafted,  that  with 
his  intereft  and  title  there  concurred  the  majefty  of 
the  City,  and  joint  confent  of  the  People  and  Se- 
nate. Againfl  the  adherents  of  Vitellius  he  dif- 
courfed  v/ith  great  gentlenefs  and  reilraint,  and  tax- 
,  ed  the  Lcgior.s  rather  with  ignorance,  than  with  in- 
folence  and  revolt.  Of  Vitellius  himfelf  he  made 
no  mention  ;  whether  from  any  moderation  of  his 
own,  or  whether  he  who  compofed  the  fpecch,  in 
due  fear  and  caution  for  himfelf,  declined  to  afTail 
Vitellius  with  opprobrious  words.  For  as  Otho,  in 
all  military  deliberations,  confulted  Suetonius  Pau- 
linus  and  Marius  Celfus  ;  io^  in  hio  civil  adnrinif- 

tration, 
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tration,  he  was  believed  to  ufe  the  talents  of  Ga- 
lerius  Trachahis.  Nay,  fome  would  needs  difco- 
ver,  in  this  fpeech,  his  pecidiar  fiow  of  eloquence, 
long  celebrated  at  the  public  Tribunals,  and  known 
to  be  founding  and  difFufe,  formed  fo  as  to  fill  the 
ears  of  the  people.  Tliere  fo]lowt.d  much  fhouting 
and  many  acclamations  from  the  Populace,  in  their 
old  road  of  fycophancy  ;  but  all  extravagant  and 
hollov/.  They  indeed  flrove  to  furpafs  each  other 
in  fuch  ftrains  of  zeal,  and  in  vows  fo  ardent,  as 
if  to  Caefar  the  r)i6Lator,  or  to  the  Emperor  Au- 
guftus  they  had  been  directing  them  |  not  from  any 
motives  of  fear,  or  any  of  afFedlion,  but  from  a 
wanton  propenfity  to  abje(5tnefs  and  fervitude3  and 
juft  as  it  were  in  a  tribe  of  houfhold  flaves,  every 
man  was  aded  by  narrow  views  of  his  own,  and 
public  honour  was  now  regarded  by  none.  Otho, 
upon  leaving  Rome,  committed  to  his  brother,  Sal- 
vius  Titianus,  the  charge  of  maintaining  its  tran- 
quillity, and  of  managing  the  other  affairs  of  the 
Empire, 
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The    SUMMARY. 

Tkusft'ftt  by  hisfatherVefipziizn  to  congratulate  Gal- 
ba",  hears  of  his  murder^  andjhps  in  Greece  \  pro- 
ceeds to  Syria^  viftts  the  Temple  of  the  Paphtan 
FenuSy  confults  he-^  has  an  aufpicious  anfwer^  re- 
turns to  his  father y  who  meditates  war,  but  waits 
an  occofion.  A  counterfeit  Nero  dete£ted  and  feized. 
An  account  of  Otho'i  forces^  generals,  and  fleet. 
Commotions  in  Corfica.  Casein  a  enters  Italy,  be^ 
fteges  Placentia,  but  is  repulfed  ivith  lof  and  dif 
grace;  lays  an  ambujh  for  the  army  of  Oi\\o,  but 
is  himf elf  fur  prized  by  one  of  t'eirs.  Valens  ad- 
vances  to  Ticinum,  wke^e  hii  men  mutiny  againji. 
him,  hut  are  app£afed,  yet  run  head' org  to  join  Cae- 
cina,  Otho,  «//>'//  intelligence  of  their  conjun^ion^ 
confulted  about  puflmig  or  proloming  the  war  ;  pre^ 
fers  the  meafures  ivhich  were  bolde^  r  andwor/i.  The 
£cmbat  near  B^driacum.     The  forces  of  Otho  rout- 

edy 
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ed^  yet  not  daunted.  Otho,  weary  of  tJx  civil  war ^ 
"dies  by  his  cwn  hand;  h'S  J}ead.  j'pirit^  calmmjs^ 
and  reafnings.  A  mutiny  of  his  focdicrs  ;  the  dan- 
ger threatened  hy  it  to  Verginius.  A  lying  report 
e/'Otho,  as  living  and  viSiorous ;  how  Periloui  this 
to  the  Senators.  Albinus  ov  ^ thrown  in  Africa; 
the  Provinces  there  brought  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
Vitellius.  The  proceedngs  of  Vitellius  in  Italy; 
hew  he  difpofes  of  the  vanqufoed  fo  ces.  A  tumidt 
of  the  foldiers  at  Ticinum .  The  deliberations  ofVe{' 
pafian  ay/d  Mucianus  in  the  Eafi  about  declaring 
war  ;^  The  fine  f^eech  of  the  latter.  Vefpalian  ii 
determined^  and  ajfumes  the  Sovereignty :  The  Le- 
gions there  fw  ear  to  him.  The  frees  in  Mafia  and 
Pannonia  revolt  to  his  party.  Vitellius  enters  Rome 
•  with  a  huge  hoft  ;  his  conduSi  there.  His  enemiel 
gather  flrength  :  he  orders  Caecina  and  V^alens  to 
take  the  field.  Q2dc\n2isTreajon.  The  tranfaSlions 
thefe  of  the  fame  year. 

F'^  OR  TUNE  at  this  jun6lure  was  ranging 
materials,  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  world,  for 
raifing  an  imperial  houfe,  which,  by  a  lot 
extremely  diverfified,  proved  to  the  Commonwealth 
both  refrefhing  and  calamitous,  as  well  as  to  the 
race  of  Princes  themfelves  fortunate  and  tragical. 
Titus  Vefpafian  was  by  his  father  fent  from  Judaea 
towards  Galba,  while  Galba  yet  reigned  ;  and,  for 
the  motives  of  his  journey,  afligned  ''  the  homage 
*'  to  be  paid  to  the  Emperor,  and  the  maturity  of 
*'  his  own  age  for  courting  and  fuflaining  public 
'*  dignities."  But  by  the  populace,  who  are  ever 
addicted  to  conjeiture  and  fidion,  it  was  rumoured 
abroad,  that  Galba  had  fent  for  him  in  order  to 
adopt  him.  Ground  for  this  report  was  admini- 
ftered  by  the  condition  of  the  Emperor,  ancient 
and  childlefs,  and  the  refllefs  fpirit  of  the  City, 
who  would  never  fail  multiplying  fucceflbrs,  till -the 
.   •  2  true 
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true  one  were  once  declared.  To  heighten  the  ru- 
mour, there  concurred  the  fine  fpirit  of  'I  !lus  him- 
felf,  capable  of  any  degree  of  fortune  however  ele- 
vated, the  lovelinefs  of  his  countenance  blended 
with  a  certain  air  of  majefly,  the  reputation  and 
celebrated  exploits  of  his  fath.er,  propitious  oracles, 
nay,  events  altogether  fortuitous,  which  now  paf- 
fed,  upon  minds  thus  bent  to  believe,  for  fo  many 
fupernatural  prefages.  At  Corinth,  a  city  of 
Achaia,  he  received  certain  advices  of  the  murder 
t)f  Galba:  he  found  fome  too  who  averred,  that 
Vitellius  had  taken  up  arms,  and  meant  to  make 
war.  Hence  anxious  and  unrefolved,  he  called  to- 
gether a  few  of  his  friends,  and  with  them  examin- 
ed all  the  difficulties  which  on  each  fide  befet  him; 
*'  Should  he  proceed  to  Rome,  no  fort  of  favour 
"  could  he  hope  to  reap  from  the  prefent  Emperor, 
*'  for  a  tender  of  duty,  which  at  firft  he  was  bring- 
''  ing  to  the  late  one  :  There,  moreover,  he  mull 
*'  expe6l  to  remain  as  an  hoftage  to  Vitellius  or 
"  to  Otho.  Should  he,  on  the  contrary,  return  to 
"  Judaea,  the  reientment  of  the  Conqueror  would 
*'  be  inevitable.  But  as  it  was  yet  uncertain  on 
"  what  fide  the  vivflory  would  fall,  and  as  his  fa- 
*'  ther  would  engage  in  one  of  the  parties,  the  fon 
**  would  be  eafily  excufed.  Or  fhould  Vefpafian 
"  refolve  to  alTume  the  government;  then  no  wife 
'^  to  be  confidered  was  the  giving  a  particular 
"  offence,  by  fuch  as  refolved  upon  a  general 
"  war."  When  by  thefe  and  the  like  conflids  be- 
tween hope  and  fear  he  had  been  agitated  a  while, 
hope  at  laft  prevailed. 

There  were  fome  who  believed,  that  only  from 
a  fond  impatience  to  revifit  Qiieen  Berenice,  he  was 
moved  to  return :  and  it  is  true,  that  his  foul, 
youthful  and  amorous,  was  not  indifferent  to  Bere- 
nice. But  from  hence  arofe  no  negleil:  in  his  con- 
ducting affairs  of  duty  and  truft.     During  his  youth 

he 
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he  Indulged  himfelf  in  feftivity  and  pleafures,  and 
proved  much  more  ftri£i:  and  referved  in  his  own 
reign  than  in  that  of  his  father.  Now  after  he  had 
failed  along  the  ftiores  of  Achaia  and  Afia,  hold- 
ing upon  his  left  hand  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, he  proceeded  to  the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  to  that 
of  Cyprus,  and  thence  held  a  bolder  courfe  through 
the  main  fea  into  Syria.  At  Cyprus  his  curiofity 
prompted  him  to  vifit  the  temple  of  Venus  at  Pa- 
phos,  fo  much  renowned  amongft  the  natives  as  well 
as  foreigners.  Nor  will  it  be  tedious  here  to  re- 
count, in  few  words,  the  original  of  that  fuper- 
itition,  the  antiquity  of  the  Temple,  and  the  form 
of  the  Goddefs ;  for  no  v/here  elfe  is  fhe  thus  repre- 
fented. 

For  the  founder  of  the  Temple,  antient  tradition 
afligns.  King  Aerias,  while  fome  aflert  this  to  be 
the  name  of  the  Goddefs.  By  later  fame  King 
Cinyras  is  delivered  down,  as  the  perfon  who  hal- 
lowed and  dedicated  the  Temple.  It  is  added, 
''  That  upon  this  fpot  the  Goddefs  herfelf  landed, 
"  carried  thither  by  the  fea,  from  whence  fhe  had 
''  been  jufl  generated ;  but  that  the  myftery  and 
*'  difcipline  of  divination  were  derived  from  abroad, 
*^  and  introduced  by  Tamyras  of  Cilicia;  and  hence 
*'  between  him  and  Cinyras  it  was  ftipulated,  that  to 
''  the  defcendents  of  both  the  adminiftration  of  the 
*'  facred  rites  (hould  equally  belong."  Thereafter, 
in  condefcenfion  to  the  Royal  Race,  that  the  fame 
might  not  remain  without  any  pre-eminence  over 
a  foreign  line,  the  flrange  Diviners  refigned  thefe 
very  myfleries  which  they  themfelves  had  introdu- 
ced. Nor  is  any  prieft  now  confulted,  but  one  de- 
fcended  from  Cinyras.  Beafts  for  facrifice  are  left 
to  the  choice  of  every  votary;  yet  none  but  the 
males  are  ;  II  )wed.  Moft  faith  is  placed  in  the  en- 
trails of  kids.  The  pouring  of  blood  upon  the 
altar  is  prohibited.      Supplications  only  and  pure 

£re 
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fire  are  offered  upon  the  altars ;  which  though  they 
ftand  expofcd  to  the  fky,  yet  feel  no  wet  from  fall- 
ing rain.  The  image  of  the  Goddefs,  without  any 
refemblance  of  human  (hape,  is  a  figure  round  and 
unequal,  which,  from  a  bottom  rather  broad,  rifes 
with  continual  diminution  till'  it  terminates  in  a 
point,  like  a  fpire.  For  the  reafon  of  this  we  are 
left  in  the  dark. 

Whjn  Titus  had  furveyed  the  fignal  wealth  of 
the  l>mple,  the  donations  of  Princes,  and  other 
curiofities  which  the  Gceeks,  who  have  a  genius 
ftrangely  fond  of  matters  of  antiquity,  feigned  to  be 
derived  from  antient  timeis,  now  dark  and  fabulous  ; 
he  began  to  confult  t!ie  oracle,  and  firf}  inquired 
concerning  the  fecurity  cf  his  remaining  voyage. 
Being  told  that  a  free  paffage  and  a  favourable  fca 
awaited  him  ;  he  fiew  a  number  of  viiflims,  then 
proposed  queflions,  but  in  terms  dark  and  wary, 
concerning  Iiimfelf.  Sodratus  {fo  t'le  pried  was 
called)  perceiving  the  fuveral  entrails  to  be  propi- 
tious, and  all  to  agree,  and  the  Goddefs  to  approve 
all  the  vaH:  defigns  of  the  querift;  fatisned  himfcif 
for  the  prefer) t  wich  returning  an  anfv/er  fhort  and 
ufual  ;  but  defired  a  fecret  iJiterview  and  there  dif- 
clofed  to  him  his  future  deftiny.  Titus,  wiJi  a  fpi- 
rit  notably  elated  and  aflured,  proceeded  to  his  fa- 
ther ;  and,  to  the  minds  of  t!ve  provinces  and  armies 
in  the  ead,  yet  wvering  and  unrefolved,  brought  a 
mighty  accciTion  of  confidence  and  firmnefs  Vef- 
i  pafian  had  utterly  difcomnted  the  revolted  Jews, 
and  nothing  remained  to  end  the  v.-ar,  but  the  fiege 
of  Jerusalem  :  a  work  rendered  difficult  and  ftub- 
born  rather  t  rough  the  fleepnefs  of  fituaticn,  and 
invii'.cibJe  fpirit  of  fuperflition,  than  from  'SLuy  re- 
maini:ig  flrengih  or  forces  equal  to  the  power  and 
diftrefies  which  thre  tened  it.  Three  Legions,  as 
above  I  have  reoicmbered,  were  under  the  com- 
mand of  Vefpafian,  men  thoroughly  exercifed  In 
Vol.  Ill,  F  \\ar. 
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war.  Mucianiis  commanded  four,  in  full  peace  -, 
but,  awakened  by  emulation,  and  the  glory  of  the 
neighbouring  army,  they  had  rejected  all  unweildi- 
r.efs  and  floth  ;  and  whatever  robuiinefs  and  activity 
the  former  might  gather  from  a  life  of  hardfnips 
and  perils,  no  lefs  vigour  accrued  to  the  latter  from 
a  fiate  of  repofe,  and  from  the  daily  exercifes  of 
war  without  being  in  it.  Both  Generals  had  their 
auxiliary  forces,  Cohorts  of  foot,  and  Squadrons  of 
horfe,  with  naval  armaments  and  confederate 
Kings ;  and  both  were  Commanders  fignal  and 
renowned,  but  fignal  from  different  caufes  and  cha- 
raders. 

In  every  duty  of  war  Vefpafian  was  indefatigable ; 
it  was  he  who  always  led  the  march,  he  who  always 
chofe  the  ground  for  encamping      Upon  confulta- 
tions  and  difpatchcs  he  btftowed  nights  and  days, 
and  v/as  ever  ready,  upon  an  exigency,  to  grapple 
with  the  enemy  hand  to  hand.     His  diet  was  fuch 
as  chance  prefented.     In  his  garb  and  general  drefs 
he  little  varied  from  a  common  foldier.     Upon  the 
whole,  a  Commander  he  was,  who,  had  he  been 
exempt  from  avarice,    would  have  equalled  the  fa- 
mous Chiefs  of  antient  times.     Mucianus,  on  the 
contrary,  was  raifed  to  great  eminence  and  fplendor 
by  his  abundant  wealth  and  magnificence ;    as  in 
thefe  and   in  all  things  he  furpafled   the  figure  of  .| 
a  fubje(3'.      He  was  the   abler  orator,    and,   being 
a  great  mafter  of  civil  affairs,  more  prompt  in  fore- 
feeing  events,  and  more  dexterous  at  concerting  of 
fchemes.      Between  them,  in  truth,  was  found   a 
rare  aiTortment  of  talents  for  foripJng  an  Emperor, 
if,  by  a  feparation  of  the  vices  of  each,  only  the 
virtues  of  both  could  have  been  blended.      For  the 
reft  ;  as  one  ruled  over  Syria,  the  other  over  Judara, 
from  the  governing  of  two  bordering  provinces,, 
between  them  there  had  fubfifted  a  humour  of  en- 
vy and  contention  j    till  at  length,  upon  the  fall  of 

Nero, 
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Nero,  they  dropped  their  animofities,  and  a(^ed  in 
concert  for  their  mutual  fecuHty  and  intereft:  a 
union  firfl  begun  by  the  interpofition  of  friends, 
afterwards  accompliftied  by  Titus,  who  proved  the 
fureft  pledge  of  their  reconciliation.  It  was  he  who 
eradicated  their  dangerous  and  ill-boding  ftrife,  by 
motives  of  unanimity  falutary  to  both;  as  he  was 
well  qualified  by  nature,  and  every  accomplilhment, 
to  captivate  alfo  the  taile  and  affections  of  Muci- 
anus.  The  Tribunes,  the  Centurions,  and  com- 
mon body  of  the  foldiery  v/erc  all  gained  into  the 
confederacy,  by  different  applications  to  their  feve- 
ral  virtues  or  pleafures,  according  to  the  genius  of 
particulars ;  fomc  by  complimenting  their  indullry, 
others  by  indulging  their  riot. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Titus  both  armies  had  al- 
ready fworn  fidelity  to  Otho.  With  fuch  velocity, 
according  to  cuftom,  had  flown  their  intelligence 
from  Rome,  and  fo  heavy  and  flow  was  their 
movement  towards  the  mighty  work  of  a  civil  war  j 
a  work  which  the  eall,  undiiturbed  through  a  long 
courfe  of  years  by  inteftine  feuds,  was  now  for  the 
iirfl  time  preparing  to  undertake.  For,  in  former 
times,  all  the  moil  powerful  conflicts  amongft  the 
Komans  were  begun  in  Italy  or  Gaul,  and  fupport- 
e  1  by  the  forces  of  the  weft.  Moreover,  the  arms 
of  Pompey,  of  Cafiius,  and  Brutus,  and  Anthony, 
who  were  all  followed  by  the  civil  war  beyond  the 
feas,  ended  fatally:  and  in  Syria  and  Judaea  the 
Caefars  were  much  oftner  mentioned  than  beheld. 
No  tumult  or  infurre:iion  was  ever  known  amongft 
the  Legions  there.  Their  attacks  upon  the  Par- 
thians  were  no  more  than  alarms,  given  with  va- 
rious fuccefs.  In  the  very  laft  civil  war,  whilft: 
elfev/here  the  rage  of  diffention  was  felt,  peace  re- 
mained unfhaken  here.  When  afterwards  it  was 
divulged,  that  Otho  and  Vitellius  were  with  impi- 
ous arms  haftening  to  feize  as  a  prey  the  Roman 
F  z  '  State  J 
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State;  the  foldiers,  provoked,  that  whilft  others  en 
joyed  wages  and  rewards  for  bellowing  ihe  Empire, 
they  thtmfelvcs  were  only  doomed  (laves  to  cvtry 
Emperor,  began  to  rage,  and  furvey  their  own 
firength  and  numbers.  Infiantly  they  counted  fe- 
ven  Legions  of  themfclvcs,  v»iih  nnghty  auxiliaries, 
and  the  two  Provinces  of  Svria  and  Judua  in  their 
pofTeffion.  To  tliefe  lay  contiguous  that  of  Eg)'pt, 
and  two  Legions  there.  On  the  othtr  hand  they 
beheld  Ca  padocia  and  Poritus,  with  the  feveral 
forces  quarteied  upon  the  frontiers  of  Armenia; 
/Tia  too,  and  the  other  Provinces,  abounding  in 
money,  and  not  deftitule  of  men ;  with  all  the  ifles 
of  the  fea,  and  the  fca  itfeif  ready  to  afford  them 
encouragement  and  fafety,  whilfl  they  prepared  for 
the  war. 

The  ardour  of  the  foldiery  was  no  fecret  to  the 
Generals.  But  they  judged  proper  to  await  the 
iflije  of  the  war  in  Europe.  *•■  Between  the  con- 
*'  queror  and  the  conquered,  they  concluded  no  fin- 
*'  cere  peace,  no  folid  coalition  could  be  e{^a- 
*'  blifhed.  Neither  availed  it,  whether  to  Otho  or 
*^  Vitellius  fortune  awarded  the  fuperiority.  To 
*'  wax  infolent  and  wanton  ypon  profpcrity,  was 
*'  the  lot  even  of  Captains  renowned  for  prowefs. 
*'  LTpon  thefe  two  at  all  times  lay  the  bane  of  dif- 
^^  cord,  of  floth,  and  impotence  of  fpirit,  of  vo- 
*'  luptuoufnefs  and  prodigality  ;  and  by  their  own 
''  vices  both  would  doubtlefs  perifh,  one  through 
"  War,  the  other  after  Victory."  Vefpafian  there- 
fore and  Mucianus  poftponeci  the  taking  up  of  arms 
openly,  till  occafion  called  them  For  of  late  they 
had  united  in  their  counfels,  by  the  means  and  rne- 
iiiatlon  of  Titus,  as  did  every  worthy  man  with 
both,  from  affedion  to  the  Commonwealth.  Many 
were  excited  by  the  allurements  of  plunder,  others 
by  the  defperate  fituation  of  their  dnmeflic  affairs. 
Thus  the  good  and  the  bad,  from  different  instiga- 
tions. 
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tions     but  with  equal  paflion,  all  thirded  vehement- 
ly for  war. 

About  the  fame  time  Achaia  and  Afia  were  alarm-- 
ed  with  a  falfe  apprehenfion,  that  ^sTero  way  certain- 
ly ap;'roaching.  P\>r,  as  concerning  the  manner  of 
his  death,  feverai  contradiiftory  reports  had  been 
pubiifbed,  it  was  bj  many  conridjntiy  feigned  that 
he  was  ftii!  alive,  and  by  many  readily  believed. 
In  the  fccjucl  of  this  Iliftory  I  diall  recount  the  at- 
tempts of  other  fuch  counierfeits,  and  their  fate. 
The  prefent  impoilor  was  a  flave  from  [""cntus,  or, 
according  to  otlier  aut'iors,  the  (on  of  a  frecdmaii 
cut  of  Italy,  v/ell  fliilled  in  the  harp  and  in  fong  j 
marks  which,  added  to  a  fimilitude  of  features,  pro- 
cured him  the  quicker  credit  and  afTent.  With 
mighty  promifes  he  had  gained  a  number  of  vaga- 
bonds, obliged  by  their  wants  to  wander,  and,  ac- 
companied by  them,  betook  himfelf  to  fea,  but  by 
the  violence  of  tenipefts  was  call:  upon  the  ifle  of 
Cythnus.  Ke  there  drew  over  certain  foldiers,  w^ho 
were  on  their  voyage  from  the  eaft  ;  fuch  as  refufed 
he  ordered  to  be  fiain,  and  plundering  the  mer- 
chants, armed  all  the  moft  robuil  of  their  bondmen. 
He  likewlfe  tried  by  various  artifices  to  corrupt  the 
faith  of  Sifenna  the  Centurion,  who  v/as  then  pro- 
ceeding with  a  compliment  from  the  army  in  Syria 
to  the  foldiers  of  the  Praetorian  Guard,  namely, 
that  of  their  right  hands  prefented  in  teflimonyof 
peace  and  concord :  Infomiich  that  Sifenna,  in 
great  affright,  and  apprehending  violence,  fecretly 
departed  from  the  ifland,  and  fled.  Hence  the  ter- 
ror flew  and  fpread,  as  there  were  many  ftruck  and 
pleafed  with  the  revival  of  a  name  of  fuch  renown^ 
from  their  conftant  luft  after  public  changes,  and 
their  conftant  diftaile  of  the  prefent  fituation. 

This  mighty  rumour,  while  it  grew  daily  louder 

and  fpread,  was   by  a  ftroke  of  chance  utterly  diili- 

pated.     The  government  of  the  Provinces  of  Gala- 
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tia  and  Pamphillahad  been  by  Galba  conferred  upon 
Calpurnius  Afprenas,  and  to  convey  him  thither 
two  gallies  from  the  Eeet  at  Miftnum  were  ailigned. 
With  thefe  he  was  now  arrived  at  the  iflc  of  Cyth- 
nus  :  Nor  were  there  inftruments  wanting  there  to 
call  the  Captains  of  the  gallies  to  attend  Neroj  for 
in  his  name  they  called  them.  When  they  came 
into  his  prefence^  he  ailumed  a  fad  air  of  affliction, 
and  imploring  their  faith  and  aid,  as  of  men  who 
had  been  once  his  own,  befought  them  to  land  him 
in  Syria  or  E;^ypt.  The  Captains,  who  began  to 
■waver,  or  perhaps  memt  to  deceive  him,  declared 
that  they  would  difcourfe  with  their  foldiers,  and 
having  brought  the  minds  of  all  to  his  devotion, 
would  return  to  him.  To  Afprenas,  however,  the 
whole  tranfadion  Vv^as  faithfully  recounted.  By  his 
perfuafion  the  fhip  was  availed  and  taken,  and  that 
perfon,  whoever  he  were,  flain.  Kis  corp,  re- 
markable for  the  Angularity  of  the  eyes  and  hair, 
and  for  features  grim  and  terrible,  was  carried  to 
Afia,  and  thence  to  Rome. 

In  Rome,  a  city  fo  rent  by  the  feuds  of  parties,  and, 
from  the  frequent  change  of  Princes,  btcome  un- 
•ftable  between  liberty  and  licentioufnefs,  the  tranf- 
a(5i:ing  even  of  fmall  affairs  wa<;  attended  with  mighty 
heat  and  commotion.  Vibius  Crifpus,  who  in 
wealth,  in  great  talents,  and  in  great  authority,  was 
to  be  numbered  rather  amongft  men  eminent  than 
good,  cited  Annius  Fauftus  to  his  trial  at  the  Tri- 
bunal of  the  Senate  :  7  his  was  a  Roman  Knight, 
who  in  the  reign  of  Nero  had  followed  the  pro- 
fjffion.of  an  accufer.  Indeed,  very  lately,  under 
the  government  of  C^alba,  the  Senate  h..d  ordained 
tliat  the  caufe  of  the  accufers  fhou'd  be  examined  ; 
an  ordinance  which  was  turned  and  explained  into 
divers  and  contradictory  meanings,  and,  juft  ac- 
cording to  the  condition  of  the  perfon  arraigned, 
proved  impotent  or  valid,  as  he  proved  powerful  or 

weak. 
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weak.  Bcficles  the  dread  of  the  decree,  Crifpus 
exerted  all  his  might  and  influence  to  ovcrwhehii 
the  man  who  had  been  the  acciifer  of  his  brother  ; 
and  had  alread,-  prevailed  with  a  great  part  of  the 
Senate  to  infift,  that,  without  hearing  him,  and 
without  admitting  any  defence  to  be  made  for  him, 
he  diould  be  doomed  to  execution.  With  others, 
on  the  contrary,  nothing  argued  fo  ftrongly  for  the 
perfon  impleaded  as  the  over  great  fway  of  the  im- 
pleader.  Thefe  therefore  propofed,  that  time 
fliould  be  allowed,  his  crimes  fpeciiied, .  and  he, 
however  odious  and  guilty,  allowed  the  common 
pri\  ilege  of  Romans,  that  of  being  heard.  This 
propofitlon  forthwith  prevailed,  and  the  trial  was 
for  a  few  days  deferred.  In  the  conciufion  Fauftus 
fufFered  condemnation,  yet  not  with  fuch  unani:- 
mous  acqulcfcence  of  the  city  as  by  his  peftilent 
courfe  of  life  he  had  deferved  ;  becaufe  they  remem- 
bered to  have  (e<:i^  Crifpus  himfelf  engaged  in  the 
work  of  accufation,^,  as  a  pleader  of  price.  Nor 
were  they  difgufled  with  the  vengeance  inflicled 
upon  the  crime,  but  with  the  avenger. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  firft  motions  of  the  war 
were  propitious  to  Otho  ;  for,  in  obedience  to  him 
as  their  Emperor,  the  armies  in  Dalmatia  and  Pan- 
nonia  marched  from  thence.  They  confifted  of 
four  Legions.  Of  thefe  two  thoufand  men  were 
difpatched  forward  :  the  body  followed  with  mo- 
derate marches;  namely,  the  feventh  Legion,  which 
was  enrolled  by  Galba  -,  with  the  other  three,  all  of 
antient  {landing,  namely,  the  eleventh,  the  thir- 
teenth, and  the  fourteenth  ;  the  laft  of  fignal  repu- 
tation for  their  fupprefling  the  revolt  in  Britain. 
Nero  too  had  added  notably  to  their  glory  ia 
chufmg  them  out  as  a  body  of  men  preferable  to  all 
others.  Hence  their  perfevering  fo  long  In  faith 
and  adherence  to  Nero,  and  hence  their  ardent  zeal 
for  the  caufe  and  perfon  of  Otho.  But  the  more 
F  4  n\L- 


104  THE    HISTORY        Bookll. 

merous  and  ftrong  they  were,  with  the  more  confi- 
dence they  were 'filled,  and  from  fuch  confidence 
advanced  very  flowly.  The  detachment  of  hoiTe 
and  foot  arrived  fooner  than  the  main  body  of  the 
Legions.  From  Rome  itfelf  there  went  a  band  of 
men  no  wife  defpicable,  naa-ely  five  Cohorts  of  tlie 
Praetorian  Guards,  certain  troops  of  Cavalry,  and 
the  firft  Legion.  Add  to  thefe  two  thoufand  gladia- 
tors, a  reinforcement  indeed  fordid  and  difhonour- 
able,  yet  ufed  in  times  of  civil  War,  even  by  Lea- 
ders who  were  fevere  in  difcipline.  For  Leader  of 
the'e  forces  he  appointed  Annius  Gallus,  who,  in 
conjuncl:ion  Vv-ith  Veftricius  Spurinna,  was  fent  be- 
fore to  fecure  both  the  banks  of  the  Po.  For  his 
firft  defign  had  been  fruftrated  ;  fince  Csecina, 
whom  lie  hoped  to  have  (but  up  within  the  con- 
fines of  Gaul,  had  already  pafl'ed  the  Alps.  Inhere 
attended  the  perfon  of  Otho  fome  chofen  companies 
of  the  body-guard,  the  remainder  of  the  Praetorian 
Cohorts,  with  fuch  of  the  Praetorian  bands  as  were 
under  the  privilege  and  ilandard  of  Veterans,  and  a 
vafi:  number  of  Marines.  Neither  made  he  a  lazy 
and  effeminate  march,  or  one  deformed  by  any  feats 
of  voluptuoufnefs,  but  wearing  a  corflet  of  iron, 
marched  before  the  Enfigns,  on  foot,  undrefTed, 
rough,  and  utterly  unlike  his  picture  drawn  by  com- 
mon fame. 

Fortune  fmiled  upon  thefe  his  attempts  ;  fince, 
from  the  advantage  of  the  fea,  and  the  power  of 
his  fieet,  he  was  mafier  of  the  areater  part  of  Italy 
quite  to  the  borders  of  the  maritime  Alps.  To 
force  a  pall^age  over  thefe,  and  to  conquer  the  Pro- 
vince of  Narbon  Gaul,  was  an  enterprize  which 
he  committed  to  the  conduct  of  Suedius  Clemens, 
Antonius  Novellas  and  .T.milius  Pacenfis.  Put 
Pacenfis  was  l).!fHed  and  retrained  by  the  litenti- 
oufnefs  of  a  ilifiTolule  foldiery.  Antonius  Novellus 
held  no  credit  or  authority  amongil  them.     Suedius 
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Clemens  governed  loofely,  humouring  and  courting 
the  men  from  private  vievi's  of  his  own,  and  though, 
in  difcipline  and  military  reft ri6t ions,  negligent  and 
corrupt,  yet  greedy  of  encounters  and  combating. 
They  feemed  not  to  have  arrived  in  any  part  of 
Italv,  their  native  foil,  or  to  be  marching  through 
the  dwellings  and  families  of  their  countrymen  and 
nation.  For,  ^s  if  they  had  juft  landed  upon  a 
ftrancre  and  hoftile  coaft,  and  had  been  fackinS; 
the  cities  of  mortal  and  declared  foes,  they  burnt, 
plundered,  and  laid  wafte,  without  difcin(51ion  ^ 
the  more  tragically,  for  that  againft  barbarities  no 
wife  dreaded,  no  fort  of  means  for  defence  were 
provided.  Covered  with  grain  and  cattle  were  the 
fields,  open  and  unguarded  the  houfes  3  while  the 
proprietors,  accompanied  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, went  every  where  forth  ofTicioufly  to  meet  the 
hoff,  and,  from  trwV.nrr  to  the  fecurity  of  peace, 
found  themfelves  involved  in  all  the  horrors  and  ca- 
la'T.ities  of  v/ar.  Marius  Maturus  then  governed 
the  maritime  Alps,  in  quality  of  Procurator.  He 
having  arrayed  the  power  of  the  country,  V7hicii 
wants  not  ftore  of  y  uth,  attempted  to  repulfe  the* 
forces  of  Otlio  from  enterins  his  province.  But, 
upon  the  firft:  {liock,  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tains were  diflipated  or  flain  ;  like  men  who  being, 
precipitately  af['::rr  bled,  and  unacquainted  with  the 
duties  of  encampment  or  of  command,  were  infen- 
fible  of  any  honour  from  vidory,  or  of  any  infamy, 
from  flying. 

Thefe  f^.rccs  of  Otho's,  furioufly  incenfed  by 
this  oppofition  and  combat,  turned  their  rage  upon 
Albium  Intemelium,  a  municipal  tov.n.  For  ii 
the  late  battle  they  found  no  prey  to  fa ti ate  them  :; 
The  peafants  were  poor,  and  their  arms  wretched 
and  mean ;  neither  was  it  pollible  to  take  thenr  pri- 
foners,  as  they  are  naturally  fwift  of  foot,  and' ac- 
quainted with  all  places  of  refuge;  But  at  lait,  by 
F  5  Bring- 
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bringing  ruin  and  defolation  upon  thefe  guiltlefs 
townfmen  who  had  never  provoked  them,  they 
glutted  their  avarice.  The  hate  and  horror  of  this 
their  violence  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  glori- 
ous example  and  behaviour  of  a  Ligurian  woman. 
She  had  hid  her  fon,  and  being  by  the  foldiers  fuf- 
pecled  to  have  with  him  hid  her  money,  while  they 
queftioned  her  upon  the  rack,  where  {he  had  con- 
cealed him,  fhe  pointed  to  her  belly,  and  replied, 
"  he  lay  there."  Neither  could  fhe,  with  all  their 
cruelties  fuccellively  tried,  nor  even  by  the  agonies 
of  death,  be  brought  to  vary  from  that  anfwer  of 
hers,  fo  undaunted  and  praife-worthy. 

To  Fabius  Valens  news  were  fent  in  great  hurry 
and  alarm,  that  Otho's  fleet  were  upon  the  coaft 
of  Narbon  Gaul,  a  Province  which  had  fworn  fide- 
lity to  Vitellius,  and  were  juft  upon  the  point  of 
making  a  defcent.  He  was  likewife  befet  With  De- 
puties from  the  colonies,  imploring  fuccours.  Thi- 
ther he  therefore  fent  two  Cohorts  of  Tungrians, 
four  troops  of  horfe,  with  the  entire  fquadron  of 
the  Treverians,  under  the  command  of  Julius  Claf- 
jicus.  Of  thefe  forces  a  detachment  was  retained 
in  the  Colony  of  Forojulium,  lelf,  had  the  whole 
marched  into  the  country,  the  fleet  taking  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  unguarded  fea,  fhould  have  been 
tempted  to  an  immediate  defcent.  Againft  the  ene- 
my there  went  tv/elve  troops  of  horfe,  and  a  band 
of  chofen  men  from  the  Cohorts.  To  thefe  was  ' 
joined  a  Cohort  of  Ligurians  (the  antient  auxilia- 
ries belonging  to  the  place)  and  five  hundred  Panno- 
iiians  not  yet  enrolled  into  companies.  Nor  was 
there  any  lingering  in  coming  to  battle;  and  in 
this  manner  they  were  formed.  A  detachment  of 
mirires  with  a  number  of  peafants  intermixed, 
wore  ranged  upon  the  hills  adjoining  to  the  fea. 
Whatever  level  fpace  remained  between  the  hills 
5^nd  the  fhore,  was  covered  with  the  foldiers  of  the 
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Praetorian  Guards.     To  fupport  them  In  the  fca  it- 
•    ielf,  clofc  by,     the  fleet   was  ranged,  with  a  front 
terrible  and  menacing,  turned  full  upon  the  foe,  and 
ready  to  engage.      The  commanders  of  the  Army 
of  ViteHius,  which  was  inferior  in  foot,  and  chiefly 
rehed  upon  its  ftrength  of  cavalry,  placed  their  con- 
federates of  the  Alps  upon  the  ridges  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  and  the  Cohorts  in  thick  ranks 
behind  their  front,  which  confuted  of  horfe.     From 
this  difpofition,  the  troops  of  Treverians  advancing, 
charged  the  enemy  with  notable  rafhnefs,  fmce  they 
were  encountered  by  the  veteran  foldiers,  and  fore- 
ly  annoyed  in  the  flank  by  volleys  of  ftones  from 
the  hands  of  the  peafants,  a   people  dexterous   at 
throwing  ;  and  being  now  interfperfed  amongft  dif- 
ciplined   men,    the  coward   and  the   brave   proved 
equally  daring   in  an  hour  of  victory.     To  the  dif- 
comhted   there  accrued  frefh  terror   and  peril  from 
the  Fleet,  v/hich  had  advanced  and  aiTailed  them  in 
the  rear.     They  were  thus  furrounded  every  v/ay, 
and  doubtlefs  the  whole  army  had  been  flau.ghtered^ 
had  not  the  darknefs  of  the  night  reftrained  the  con- 
querors, and  covered  the  flight  of  the  vanquifhed. 

The  forces  of  Vitellius,  though  overcome,  would 
not  acquiefce.  Plavmg  called  in  fuccours,  they  at- 
tacked the  enemy  while  yet  elated  and  fecure,  and 
abated  in  their  vigilance  by  fuccefs.  In  this  afiault, 
the  guards  were  already  flain,  the  camp  forced,  and 
the  confternation  carried  as  far  as  the  lliips :  when 
the  fudden  dread  fubfiding  gradually,  the  diiordered 
troops  betook  themfelvcs  to  an  adjoining  hill,  and 
having  fecured  themfeJves  by  the  advantage  of  the 
afcent,  rufhed  refolutely  dov/n  upon  the  airailants. 
Here  enfued  a  mighty  and  terrible  flaughter.  1  he 
Captains  of  the  Tungrian  Cohorts,  after  they  had 
for  a  great  while  fui^ained  the  battle,  were  at  laft 
overwhelmed  by  a  fhower  of  darts.  Nor  in  truth 
to  the  Army  of  Otho  did  the  vidory  prove  other- 
F  6  wife 
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wife  than  bloody  :  indeed  many  of  them,  while 
they  incautioufly  purfued,  were  cut  off"  by  the  horfc, 
fuddenly  wheeling  upon  the  purluers.  And  now 
both  Armies  returned  back,  that  of  Vitellius  to  An- 
tipoHs,  a  mimicipal  city  in  Narbon  Gaul;  that  of 
Otho  to  Albingaunum,  another  municipal  city  in 
the  inland  country  of  Liguria ;  as  if  between  both 
a  truce  had  been  fettled  by  confent,  that  neither  the 
Fleet  on  one  hand,  nor  the  Cavalry  on  the  other, 
ihould  henceforth  furprize  each  other  by  fudden  en- 
terprizes  and  the  tumult  of  war. 

Corfica  and  Sardinia,  with  the  other  iflands  in 
thefe  Teas,  were  by  the  renown  of  the  vicSforious 
Fleet  preferved  under  obedience  to  Otho.  But  upon 
Corfica  deftru6tion  was  well  nigh  brought  by  an 
attempt  of  Decimus  Pacarius,  who  governed  as 
Procurator  there  :  an  attempt  altogether  rafh,  fuch 
a  one  as  in  a  war  conducted  by  forces  fo  mighty  and 
many,  could  never  avail  towards  caftirog  the  balance, 
yet  to  him.felf  proved  fatal  and  fanguinary.  For, 
from  antipathy  to  Otho,  he  purpofed  with  the  arms 
of  that  people  to  afTift  Vitellius;  an  :ifliftance  im^po- 
tent  and  fruitiefs,  had  he  even  fucceeded.  He 
called  together  the  chief  men  of  the  ifland,  and  to 
them  opened  his  fchenie;  nay,  Claudius  Phirricus,. 
Commander  of  the  Gallies  there  ;  and  Quin61:ius 
Certus,  a  Roman  Knight,  were,  for  daring  to  op- 
pofe  him,  by  his  order  flain.  By  the  execution  of 
thefe  two  all  the  reft  of  the  afTembly  were  fufficient^ 
\y  terrified  :  fo  that  they  firft,  and  afterwards  the 
"unthinkina  multitude,  governed  by  their  ignorance, 
or  by  adopting  the  fears  of  others,  all  fwore  alle- 
giance to  Vitellius.  But  a^  foon  as  Pacarius  fet 
nimfclf  to  array  them  for  war,  and  to  vex  with  mi- 
litary di!ties  men  naturally  wild  and  impatient  of 
regularity  or  reftraint,  they  conceived  implacable 
averfion  to  fatigues  never  before  felt,  and  began  ta 
lecoikil  and  difcover  the  weaknef&  of  their  country  j 
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"  That  the  place  inhabited  by  them  was  an  ifland, 
«  and  far  remote  from  them  lay  Germany  and  the 
«  forces  of  the  Legions.     Other  nations  too  were 
«  there,    who  even   while  under  the  protedion  ot 
«  ViteUius's  arms,  his  bodies  of  foot  and  fquadrons 
«  of  horfe,    were  yet  invaded,  plundered  and  laid 
«  wafte  by  the  navy  of  Otho."       And,   in   an   in- 
ftantthey  meditated  vengeance  and  a  revolt,  yet  by 
no  efforts  of  open  violence,  but  by  a  filent  confpi- 
racv;    and,  for  accomplifhing  it,  watched  a  proper 
opportunitv        At  a  junclure  therefore   when  the 
crowd,  who,  upon  bufmefs  or  compliment,  had  at- 
tended   Pacarius,  were  withdrawn,  and  he  himlelt 
retired  to  his  bath,  they  there  flew  him,  naked  and 
deftitute  of  help  or  defence.     They  even  butchered 
fuch  acquaintance   of  his  as  they  found  about  him; 
Their  heads  were,  like  thoie  of  public  enemies,  by 
the   murderers   themfelves  earned  to  Otho._      Yet 
neither  were  they  by  Otho  diftinguiflied  with  any 
recompence,  nor  by  Vitellius   doomed  to  any  pu- 
nifliment ;  as,  in  the  univerfal  uproar  of  tumultuous 
times,     they    remained    blended    and    undifcerned 
amongft  many  other   mftraments   of    iniquity  ibU 
more  heinous  and  crying. 

The  fquadron  of  horfe  entitled  Silana,  had  open- 
ed a  way  into  Italy,  and  thither  tranflated  the  war, 
as  above  I    have  recounted.       Not  that  one  foul. 
'    there  had  any  partiality  to  Otho,    nor  indeed  that 
to  the  caufe  of  Otho  they  preferred  the  caufe  of  Vi- 
tellius  •    but  by  lon^  peace  and  eafe  they  were  quite 
debafed,  ieafoned   for  any  bondage  from  any  quar- 
ter, become  the  eafy  acquifition  of  the  firil:  pofMor, 
and  ftupidly  indifferent  to  a  worthier  choice       1  hat 
Redon  of  Italy  (of  all  others  the  mod  opulent  and 
fiourifting)  which  extends  from  the  Po  to  the  Alps, 
with  all  its  cities  and  territories,  was  hoiden  by  the 
forces  of  Vitelilus ;  for  there  too  had  already  arrived 
the  Cohorts  which  C^cijia  had  feat  thither  before 
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him.     At  Cremona  a  Cohort  of  Pannonians  were 

madecapfves  and  bet^veen  Placentia  and  Ticinum 

an  hundred  horfe  were  intercepted,  as  were  aiib^ 

thoufand   mannes.      After  fo  much  fuccefs  thefe 

foldiers  of  Vitellius  were  no  longer  to  be  daunted 

bankf^Tlf  ^/'"-.•^"'^ft-'es  af  riversand  1^^^' 

banks      The  Batav.ans,  in  truth    and  fuch  as  cam- 

from  beyond  the  Rhine,  found  themfelve.  but  t^; 

more  animated   by  beholding  the  Po,  which  thev 

palled  w,th  great  fuddennefs  over  a^ainft  Pia  entk^ 

and  furpr.zing  certain  fcouts,  fiJkd^all  the  reft  with 

fuch  dread,    that  under  the  irnpulfe  of  tren.or  I  d 

deception,  they  carried  tidings,    that  Cacina  an 

preached  with  his  whole  army.  P 

Spurinna  (for  he  commanded  in  Placentia)  was 

certain  that  Caccna  was  not  yet  come,  and   if  hi 

really  were  advancing,  was  determined  to  confine 

his  owrn,en  within   the  fortifications,   nor  to  an 

army  of  Veterans  expofe  three  Pr^torian  Cohorts, 

a  thoufand  vexillaries,    and  a  kw  horfe.      But  h  s 

men,  who  were   headftrong,    unmanageable,    and 

unacquainted  with  matters  of   war,  fnatching  up 

heenilgnsand  flandarcis,  Allied  out  tumultuoliflv, 

and  agamfl:  their  own  Commander,  while  heftro^e 

to  reftrain  them,  turned  with  menaces  the  points  of 

e^l7:r''"T'     ^'°'  '^'^  ^""^  '^i*  indignation  re- 
jeaed  the  exhortations  of  the  Tribunes  and  Centu- 

fZ'  ,^,'?°.'^^^°'''='l  «°;'>^m  the  w.fdom  and  fore- 

fd  wirh  fi  r'"'"'^""-     N^y'  they  even  alTert-     M 

ed  with  fierce  clamours,  that  a  plot  was  intended,     1 

and  Catena  traiteroufly  called  in.     In  this  mad  pro-       ' 
ceed.ng  of  hi.  (oidiers  Spurinna  was  made  a  pana- 
ker,  at  firft  indeed  conftrained  to  it  by  violence 
anon  feignmg  to  chufc  and   approve   it,  in  hones' 
thence  to  derive  the  more  weight' and  authority' o 
his  counfds,   whenever  the  fcdition  ftould  abate- 
When  they  had  advanced  within  view  of  the  Po 
and  night  approached,    it  was  judged  neceffary  to 

pitch 
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pitch  and  fortify  their  camp;  a  toil  which  was  ut- 
terly new  to  the  City-foldiers,  and  quite  abafhed  all 
their  ferocity.  Then  it  was  that  all  they  who  were 
molt  grown  in  years,  condemned  their  own  credu- 
lity, and  difplayed  to  others  what  matter  of  dread 
and  danger  muft  have  befallen  them,  had  O.tcina, 
with  the  power  of  a  whole  army,  furrounded  a  few 
Cohorts  in  a  country  on  all  fides  open.  Prefently, 
all  over  the  Camp,  dutiful  and  fubmiflive  language 
was  heard  ;  and,  as  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions 
had  every  where  mixed  themfelves  amongft  the  men, 
they  all  with  one  voice  applauded  the  prudent  care 
of  their  Commander,  that  for  the  feat  and  bulwark 
of  the  war  he  had  chofen  a  colony  fo  ftrong  and 
opulent.  At  Lift  Spurinna  himfelf  accofted  them, 
rather  by  reafon  reclaim.ing  them,  than  upbraiding 
them  with  rafhnefs  and  error  ;  and  having  left  cer- 
tain fcouts  behind  him,  led  back  all  the  reft  to  Pla- 
centia,  in  a  humour  much  lefs  turbulent,  and  now 
fubmitting  to  receive  orders.  There  the  walls  were  ' 
forthv/ith  ftrengthened,  new  bulwarks  added,  towers 
raifed,  and  not  only  ftores  of  arms  fecured,  but 
duty  found  with  alacrity  to  obey,  the  only  thing 
wanting  to  that  party,  where  in  truth  there  was  no 
defe61:  of  refolution  and  bravery. 

Now  Caecina,  as  if  beyond  the  Alps  he  had  left 
all  his  cruelty,  licentioufnefs  and  rapine,  preferved 
in  the  march  of  his  army  through  Italy  great  mo- 
deOiy  and  reftridion.  The  gaiety  of  his  ov/n  ap- 
parel indeed  pafTed  with  the  Colonies  and  Free  Ci- 
ties as  a  mark  of  arrogance ;  for  that,  dreffed  in  a 
military  mantle  of  divers  colours,  with  a  pair  of 
drawers  on,  (a  veftment  peculiar  to  Barbarians)  he 
was  wont  to  entertain  fuch  as  wore  the  Roman 
gown.  They  were,  moreover,  offended  to  fee  Sa- 
lonina,  his  wife,  mounted  upon  a  beautiful  horfe, 
adorned  with  purple ;  as  a  mighty  grievance  to  all, 
though  by  it  no  man  was  injured.  Such  is  the  fpi- 
A-  rit 
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fit  by  nature  ingrafted  In  men,  to  behold  with  cu- 
rious and  malignant  eyes  the  recent  good  fortune  of 
others,  and  from  none  to  cxad  a  more  fevere  degree 
of  moderation  in  profperity,  than  from  fuch  as  they 
have  feen  no  higher  than  thcmfelves.  Csecina  hav- 
ing paffed  the  Po,  and  by  many  fecret  conferences 
and  mighty  promifes  laboured  to  corrupt  the  fidehty 
of  the  forces  of  Gtho,  found  himfelf  afiaii-d  by  the 
fame  arts.  So  that,  after  many  overtures  made  and 
returned  about  peace  and  concord,  names  exceeding 
fpecious  in  found,  but  void  of  perfuafion  and  eiFe£f, 
he  applied  all  his  devices  ami  care  to  the  fie^-e  of 
Placentia,  wrhich  he  meant  to  purfue  with  terrible 
efforts ;  for  he  was  aware,  that  by  the  fuccefs  at- 
tending the  firfl  attempts  of  the  v/ar,  common  fame 
would  eilimate  all  that  were  to  follow. 

The  firfl:  day,  however,  paiTed  rather  in  unguard- 
ed feats  of  violence,  than  in  the  wary  motions  and 
approaches  of  a  veteran  Army.  Headlong  they  ad- 
vanced and  affailed  the  walls,  void  of  art  or  pre- 
caution, unprovided  of  fhelter,  and  juft  gorged 
with  viciuals  and  v/ine.  In  this  conflict  the  Amphi- 
theatre, a  building  exceeding  grand  ^nd  fair,  ffand- 
ing  without  the  walls,  was  burnt  down  ;  perhaps 
fet  on  a  flame  by  the  befiegers,  while  againfl:  the 
befieged  they  hurled  torches,  fliells,  and  the  like 
difcharges  of  mifiive  fire ;  perhaps  by  the  befie-ed 
ihemfelves,  whilft  upon  their  enemies  they  poured 
the  fame  dclfru61ive  element.  In  Placentia  the  po- 
pulace, ever  addicted  to  fuf{->icion,  believed  that  the 
fire  was  fed  with  fuel  treacheroufly  adminilired  by 
emiifarics  from  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  inif  igat- 
ed  by  a  fpirit  of  malignity  and  emulation,  fmce  in 
all  the  reft  of  Italy  was  not  found  an  edifice  fo 
fiatcly  and  capacious.  P>om  whatever  caufe  the 
conflagration  came,  it  was  for  the  prefent  lightly 
efteemed,  while  evils  more  terrible  were  impending. 
As  foon  as  they  found  their  danger  over,  and  their- 

for- 
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former  fccurity  returned,  they  then  bewailed  thelofs 
of  their  Amphitheatre,  as  a  calamity  equally  afRidt- 
ing  as  any  that  they  couly  poffibly  have  fuflered. 
For  the  reft ;  Csecina  and  his  forces  were  repulfed, 
with  much  blood  and  many  lives  loft;  and  all  the 
night  following  was  beftowcd  in  preparations  for 
the  afiault  and  for  the  defence.  On  the  part  of  the 
befiegcrs  were  provided  moving  penthoufes,  with 
other  machines  and  inftruments  at  once  fit  for  bat- 
tering the  walls,  and  for  protecnng  the  allailants. 
They  within  the  city  furnifhed  themfelves  with  vaft 
rafts  of  timber,  quantities  of  huge  ftonc?,  as  alfo 
of  maffy  brafs  and  lead,  to  overwhelm  the  enemy, 
and  crufli  all  their  works  to  pieces.  On  each  fide 
there  prevailed  a  like  fear  of  fhame,  on  each  a  like 
paffion  for  glory  ;  and  both  were  animated  by  dif- 
ferent exhortations  becoming  different  men.  Here 
was  extoKed  "  the  invincible  ftrength  of  the  Le- 
"  gions  and  German  Army  ;"  there,  "  the  dignity 
*'  of  the  Cohorts  from  Rome,  and  that  of  the  Prae- 
"  torian  Bands."  "The  Army  without  reproached 
the  others,  as  "  ilothful  and  fpiritlefs,  corrupted  and 
"  debafed  by  the  licentious  amufements  of  the 
"  Theatre  and  Circus ;"  and  were  themfelves  by 
thefe  reproached,  as  "  aliens  and  ftrangers."  And 
at  the  fame  time,  while  upon  Otho  and  Vitellius 
they  were  heaping  ap^-laufe  or  contumely,  they 
found  more  copious  matter  of  infamy  to  animate 
them  in  the  conteft  than  matter  of  praife. 

Scarce  had  the  day  dawned,  ere  the  walls  ap- 
peared covered  with  men  for  their  defence.  With 
arms  and  armed  men  the  adjoining  plains  blazed. 
The  Legions  marched  in  battalions  clofe  and  thick  : 
the  Auxiliaries  advanced  in  fepar.itc  bands,  and  with 
flights  of  arrows  and  ftones  aimed  at  the  combat- 
ants upon  the  tops  of  the  bulwarks.  Where  the 
fortifications  were  decayed,  or  not  guarded,  they 
attempted  to  force  their  way  over   them.      From 

above. 
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above,  the  opponents,  with  an  aim  more  fure  than 
that  of  their  adverfaries  below,  poured  downfhow- 
ers  of  darts  upon  the  German  Cohorts,  as  they 
were  adventuring  rafhly  to  the  foot  of  the  wall 
with  fhouts  and  chantings  horrible  to  hear,  their 
bodies  naked  after  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and 
iheir  bucklers  brandifned  abo\e  their  (boulders. 
The  legionary  foldiers,  under  the  fneker  of  their 
machines,  demolifned  the  walls,  raifed  a  mound, 
and  preiled  vehemently  againd  the  gates.  They,  on 
the  contrary,  of  the  Praetorian  Bands,  having  pur- 
pofely  difpofed  a  number  of  great  mrliiones,  from 
place  to  place  along  the  edge  of  the  walls,  now 
rolled  them  down,  with  dreadful  force,  rumbling 
and  deflrudlion.  bo  that  of  the  afTailants,  part  that 
were  fcaling  the  wall,  were  crufhed  to  death,  part 
were  pierced  with  darts  j  and  thus  with  many  fiaiii 
outright,  with  many  miferably  gored,  they  retreat- 
ed with  the  greater  lofs,  for  that  the  daughter  was 
heightened  by  their  hurry  and  confufion,  and  thence 
their  wounds  redoubled  from  the  battlements.  Upon 
the  honour  of  their  party  they  brought  by  this  de- 
feat notable  difcredit  and  diminution.  Moreover 
Cascina,  ftruck  with  vexation  and  fliame  for  having 
fo  precipitately  attempted  the  fiege,  and  refolved  to 
abide  no  longer  in  the  hme  camp,  where  only  de- 
rifion  v.'as  to  be  reaped,  and  no  advantage  gained, 
repafTed  the  Po,  and  bent  his  march  towards  Cre- 
mona. Upon  his  removal  there  revolted  to  him 
Turullius  Cerialis  with  a  great  number  of  marines, 
and  Julius  Briganticus  with  a  few  horfe ;  the  latter 
a  Batavian  by  nation,  and  Commander  of  a  fqua- 
dron  of  horfe;  the  other  a  Centurion  of  principal 
rank,  who  having  ferved  in  that  character  amongft 
the  forces  in  Germany,  was  thence  well  aftedted  to 
C^cina. 

Spurinna  having  learnt  the  removal  and  march  ot 
the  enemy,  tranfmitted  an  inllant  account  to  An- 

nius 
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nius  Gallus,  that  Placentia  was  faved,  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  fiege,  and  whither  tended  the  prefent 
motions  of  Cascina.  Gallus  was  then  conducting 
the  fir(c  Legion  to  faccour  Placentia,  from  his  dif- 
truft  of  the  ability  of  the  few  Cohorts  there  to  fuf- 
tain  a  fiege  of  any  length,  and  his  apprehenfion  of 
the  great  force  of  the  German  Army.  As  foon  as 
he  received  information  that  Csecina  was  repulfed, 
and  proceeding  to  Cremona,  fuch  an  ardour  to  en- 
counter him  feized  the  Legion,  as  drove  them  even 
to  mutiny;  fo  that  Gallus  had  much  difficulty  to 
quell  them,  and  to  bring  them  to  reft  at  Bedriacum, 
a  village  fituated  betv/een  Verona  and  Cremona, 
.and  become  now  unhappily  renowned  by  two  fignal 
Daughters  fuffered  by  the  Romans  there.  About 
that  time,  a  battle  was  fuccefsfully  fought  by  Mar- 
tius  Macer,  not  far  from  Cremona.  For  Macer, 
who  poflefled  a  fpirit  vigorous  and  bold,  having  em- 
barked the  Gladiators  upon  the  Po,  landed  them 
with  great  fuddennefs  on  the'oppofite  fhore,  where 
furprizing  and  routing  the  auxiliary  troops,  which 
belonged  to  the  forces  of  Vitellius,  the  reft  fled  to 
Cremona,  and  all  who  refifted  were  put  to  the 
fword.  But  the  heat  of  the  conquerors,  earneft  to 
.purfue  the  flaughter,  was  rcprefied,  lelf  tl.e  enemy 
ftrengthened  by  a  fucceffion  of  frefh  fuccours,  might 
have  changed  the  fortune  of  the  combat.  From  this 
reftraint  great  diftruft  arofe  amongft  the  fufpicious 
foldiers  of  Otho,  men  vv'ho  upon  all  the  proceedings 
of  their  leaders,  without  diitindion,  put  a  male- 
volent conftruftion.  In  proportion  as  each  parti- 
.cular  was  remarkable  for  bafsnefs  and  cowardice  of 
heart,  and  for  petulance  and  faucinefs  of  tongue, 
they  fet  themfelves  to  urge  criminal  imputations, 
various  and  many,  againft  Annius  Gallus,  Suetonius 
Paulinus,  and  Marius  Celfus :  for  upon  thefe  like- 
wife  Otho  had  conferred  command.  But  the  incen- 
diaries v/ho  proved  the  moil:  fierce  and  implacable, 

were 
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were  they  who  had  mur.Iered  Gslba.     ReftUA  and" 
mad  w,th  gu,!t  and  ,!roa<l,  they  llrovc  to  thr„w  aB 

r.d,t,o>,sfpceche.  openly  uttered,  fometimcs  hylettera 
conveyed  fecretly  to  Otho,  who,  lending  a  credu" 
lousearto  every  the  moft  ahj>a  inftr.^n^ent,  and 
feanng  al  rr>en  of  uprightnefs  and  hono.r,  was 
!>us  held  ,nd,ftraaionand  aiarnis,  always  t,„fteady 
and  wavermg,  when  his  affairs  Ro.n{hed,  and  ever 
mended  hy  itrokes  of  adverllty.  He  therefore  fent 
for  r.tianus  h,,s  brother,  and  to  hin,  committed  the 
rule  and  direflion  of  the  war 

Under  the  condua  of  Paulinus  and  Celfus,  the 
while,  %ial  exploits  were  done.      It  afflifled  the 

Z.f  *  '°  *"'  '"  ^''  ^"'^rprizes  abortive, 

and  the  great  renown  of  bis  army  waining  fo  faft 
FromTiacentia  he  had  been  lately  repulfed  in  per- 
lon ;  his  auxiliaries  were  more  lately  cut  to  pieces  • 
even  in  the  encounters  between  parties  of  fcout.s'a 
fort  of  fighting  rather  frequent  than   important,  he 
found  h.mfelf  overmatched  and  inferior.     And  left 
upon  Fabius  V.lens,  who  was  now  advancing,   the 
whole  glory  of  the   war  fhould   reft,    he   hurried, 
with  niore  impatience   than  circumfpeaion,  to  re- 
trieve his  honour.     Twelve  miles  dilhnt  from  Cre-" 
mona,  at  a  place  named  Caftores,  he  fecretly  con- 
veyed a  I  the  braveft  of  bis  auxiliaries  into  thelood, 
whicn   lie  juft  above  the  great  road.      The  horfe 
were  commanded  to  march  further   on,    and    after 
having  engaged  the  enemy  in  .,  warm  fray,  then  to 
betake  tbcmfelves  to  a  voluntary  flight,  and  to  hu- 
mour the  purfuit  till  the  bafty  purfu:  rs  might  be  op- 
portunely bcf.t  by  the  forces  in  ambufhrrfino  upon 

Generals  of  Otho's  army,  where  P,u!inus  took  the 
command  of  the  foot,  Celfus  that  of  the  horfe. 
Un  the  left  were  ranged  the  detached  troc™  of  the 
thirteenth  Legion,  four  Cohorts  of  auxiliaries,  and 

five 
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fi\c  hundred  horfe.  The  great  road  was  held  by 
t'uee  Cohorts,  in  clofe  ranks.  Upon  the  right 
tVoiit  li  arched  the  hrPc  Legion,  with  two  aiixihary 
Cfihorts,  and  five  hundred  horfe.  Bcfides  all  tliefe, 
there  were  led  a  thoufand  horfe  detached  from  the 
auxiliaries  and  Prsetorian  Guards ;  a  body  indeed 
fuperfiuous,  If  the  reft  proved  victorious,  or  a  body 
of  fiiccours,   if  diftrefled. 

Be'^'ore  the  two  armies  had  joined  in  clofe  combat, 
that  of  Vitellius   turned   their   backs  ;    but  Celfus, 
v/ ho  was   aware  of  the  artifice,  withheld  his  men 
from  purfuing.     The  forces  of  Vitellius  concealed 
in  the  wood,  ifliiing  thence   overhaftily,  were  by 
the   management  of  Celfus,  who  retired  infenfvbly 
before  them,  decoyed  fo  far  in  purfuing  him,  till 
they  themfelves  were    at  once   plunged  into  fnares 
on  every  fide.     Fjor,  on  both  their  flanks  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Cohorts  of  the  Leg  ons,  and  the 
horfe,  fuddenly  wheeling,  begirt  them  in  the  rear. 
Yet   Suetonius   Paulinus  gave  not  inftantly  the  fig- 
nal  of  battle  to  the  infantry;    as  he  was  a  man  by 
nature  wary  and  flow,  better  pleafed  with  deliberate 
counfels  fupported  by  reafon,  than  with  profperous 
adventures  refulting  from  chance.     He  ordered  the 
ditches  to  be  filled,  the  grounds  to  be  cleared,  and 
his  front  to  be  extended  ;     fince  he  judged  that  the 
time  to  conquer  would  then  follow  abundantl,  foon, 
when  fufEcicnt  precautions  were  firft  taken  againft 
all  danger  of  being  conquered.     By  this  delay,  lei- 
fure  was  given  to  the  forces  of  Vitellius  to  iT.elter 
themfelves    among  vineyards,    places  intricate  and 
hard  of  entrance  through  the  interv.r'eaving  and  ob- 
ftru6tion  of  the  branches.     To  the  vineyards  there 
adjoined   a  fmall  wood,  from  which  they  ventured 
to  fally,  and  ilew  the  moft  forward  and   refolute  of 
the  Praetcrlan   horfe.       Here  Kir,g  Epiphanes  was 
wounded,  while  for  the  caufe  of   Otlio  he  by  his 

own 
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own  example  animated  the  fight  with  great  bra- 
very. 

Now,  Otho's  infantry  advanced  to  the  attack. 
The  grofs  of  the  enemy's  army  was  utterly  routed, 
and  all  the  pafties  who  moved  to  their  afliftance, 
were  forced  to  fly.  For  Cascina  had  not  called  in 
the  Cohorts  to  fuftain  him  in  a  body,  but  one  after 
another  :  a  circumftance  which  greatly  heightened 
their  conflernation  in  the  battle  ^  fmce  fupplics 
which  approached  thus  piece-meal,  and  never  com- 
petently ftrong,  were  ftruck  and  hurried  away  by 
the  affright  of  fuch  as  fled.  In  their  camp  too  they 
made  an  infurre6^ion,  for  that  they  had  not  been  all 
led  forth  againil  the  foe.  Forthwith  they  commit- 
ted to  bonds  Julius  Gratus,  the  Camp  Marfhal, 
upon  a  charge,    '  as  if  he  betrayed  them  by  fecret' 

*  intelligence  with  his  brother,  who  bore  arms  for' 

*  Otho;*  when  at  the  fame  time  the  foldiers  of. 
Otho's  army  had  already  imprifoned  that  brother  of 
his,  Julius  Fronto,  under  an  imputation  of  that 
very  crime.  For  the  reft,  the  diftra6lion  and  dread 
which  every  where  poiTcfTed  the  vanquiihed,  not 
only  thofe  who  fled,  but  thofe  who  met  them  in 
their  flight,  not  only  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  in 
the  camp,  were  then  fo  apparent  and  prevailing,  as 
to  create   a    report  current  amongft  both  parties, 

*  That  had  not  Paulinus  founded  a  retreat,  C^cina 

*  and  his  whole  army  might  have  been  deftroyed.' 
For  himfelf  Paulinus  alledged,  '  That  he  feared  tlie 
'  great  fatigue  further    to    have   been   undergone, 

*  with  fo  much  more  v/ay  neceflary  to  ha\'e  been 
'  paiFed,  and  the  advantage  given  to  the  forces  of 
*^  Vitellius,  frefh  as  they  were  from  their  camp,  to 

*  have  fallen  upon  his,   juft  tired  with  marching, 

*  and  deftitute  of  fuccour  or  refuge,  had  they  fuf- 
'  fered  a  defeat.'  Some  few  there  were  who  ap- 
proved this  reafoning  of  the  General.  With  the 
commonalty  it  pafled  under  feverer  cenfures. 

This 
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This  lofs  and  difgrace  fuftained  by  the  army  of 
V'itellius,    ferved   raiher  to  reform  them   into  duty 
and  moderation,  than  to  infpire  them  with  difmay.  " 
Not  only  in  the  camp  of  Caecina,  who  throwed  the 
vvliole  fault  upon  the  men,   '  as  more  prone  to  mu- 
'  tiny  than  to  h2;ht  j'    but  alfo  among  the  Forces  of 
Fabius  Valens,  who  was    already  arrived  at  I'ici- 
num,  it  was  found   that  the  foldiers  having  quit- 
cd  their  late  contempt  for  the  enemy,  and  conceiv- 
ed a  paffion  for  retrieving  their  late  fame,  v/ere  now  ' 
come  to  obey  their  General  with  much  greater  re- 
verence and  fubmifTion.      For   in   the  army  led  by  ■ 
Valens  fome  time  before,  there  had  raged  a  furious 
infurreclion,  which   I  fhall  now  deduce  from  the 
beginning  farther  back,  fince  it  behoved  me  not  to 
interrupt  the  detail  cf  the  tranfadions  of  Csecina. 
The  Ratavian  Cohorts,  the  fame  who,  in  the  war 
between  Nero  and  Vindex,  were  withdrawn  from 
the  fourteenth  Legion    to  return  to  Britain,    upon 
hearing  in  the  capital  of  the  Gauls  called  Lingones, 
that  Vitellius  was  in  arms,  had  thee  joined  them- 
felves  to   Fabius  Valens,    as  above  I  have  related. 
They  thence  grew  haughty  and  turbulent,  and,  as 
often  as  they  palTed  through  the  quarter  of  any  of 
the  Legions  whatfoever,  they  boafted   in    the  tents 
of  the  foldiery,  '  That  by  themfelves  thofe  of  the 

*  fourteenth  had  been  forced  into  the  Party,  by 
'  themfelves  Italy  had  been  rent  from  Nero,    and 

*  that  in  their  own  hands  they  held  the  ilTue  and 
<  fortune  of  the  war :'  A  heavy  reproach  to  the 
foldiers,  a  bitter  infult  upon  the  General,  a  fore 
blow  to  dlfcipline,  thus  corrupted  and  relaxed,  by 
daily  ftrife  and  debates.  Valens  at  lafl:,  from  fuch 
infolent  fpeeches,  grew  to  apprehend  treafonable 
purpofes.  He  had  news  brought  him,  '  That  the 
'  maritime  forces  of  Otho  had  defeated  the  fqua- 
'  dron  of  Treverian  horfe  with  the  body  of  Tun- 
'  grians,   and  befet  the  coails  of  Narbon  Gaul." 

2  He 
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He  therefore,  as  well  through  a  concern  for  protect- 
ing his  confederates,  as  by  a  military  device  to  fepa- 
rate  thefe  Cohorts  fo  very  mutinous,  and,  when 
united  together,  fo  very  powerful,  ordered  one  part 
of  the  Latavians  to  march  for  the  fuccour  of  the 
Province.  As  foon  as  this  order  was  divulged,  the 
auxiliaries  began  to  lament,  the  Legions  to  florm,  • 
that,  '  they  were  bereft  of  the  aid  of  men  fo  fignal- 
«  ]y  valiant.  If  to  the  city  of  Rome,  if  to  the  wel- 
'  fare  and  exillence  of  the  Empire,  that   one   Pro- 

*  vince  were  preferable,  they  ought  all  to  fallow 
'  thither.  But,  if  in  Italy  only  could  be  obtained 
'  a  vi£lory  perfeclly  decifive  and  falutary  ;  if  tliere 
'  alone  were  to  be  fought  the  grand  pillar  and  flay 
*•  of  the  v^hole ;  then  from  Italy  thefe  Batavians 
«  were  by  no  means  to  be  thus  rent,  like  the  moft 

*  vigorous  limbs  from  the  body/  During  thefe 
ftrains  of  fedition  vented  in  great  wrath  and  de- 
fiance, when  Valens  attempted  to  quell  the  uproar 
by  fending  in  his  Lidors  amongfi  them,  upon  Va- 
lens himfelf  they  fell,  afl'ailed  him  with  llones,  and 
purfued  him  as  he  fled.     '  The  fpoils,  they  fiercely 

*  cried  ;  the  fpoils  of  all  the  Gauls,  the  gold  of  the 

*  Viennefe    with  the   price  and  acquifitions  of  all 

*  their  own  fatigues,  were  by  him  treafured  up   in 

*  fecreti'  then  plundered  his  coffers,  fearchcd  his 
pavilion,  (the  pavilion  of  their  General !)  and, 
with  tlicir  lances  and  pointed  poles,  probed  and  ex- 
amined the  very  ground  where  it  ftood.  For  Va« 
lens  himfelf  lay  concealed  under  the  habit  of  a  Have 
in  the  tents  of  a  Captain  of  horfe.  By  this  time 
Alpher.us  Varus,  Camp  Marflial,  perceiving  that 
the  rage  of  the  tumult  was  gradually  cooling,  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it  quite  liad  recourfe  to  a  flratagem,  by  for- 
bidding the  Centurions  to  fet  the  watch  or  to  viiit 
the  guard,  and  by  forbearing  all  found  of  trumpet, 
fuch  as  calls  the  men  to  the  duties  of  the  army  and 
of  war.     Hence  they  were  to  a  man  ilruck  with 

aflonifli- 
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aftonifliment,  like  men  infenfible  :  They  gazed 
round  upon  each  other  with  wild  wonder  and  dif- 
raav,  and  dreading  this  very  thing  that  no  one  ap- 
peared to  dire6l  and  rule  them,  they  betook  them- 
felves  to  humble  filence,  to  patience  and  refigna- 
tion,  and  in  the  end  to  open  fupphcations  and  tears 
for  mercy  and  pardon.  But  as  fbon  as  Valens  came 
forth,  his  eyes  full  of  tears,  his  perfon  miferably 
apparelled,  and,  beyond  all  hope,  alive  and  unhu:t, 
there  broke  out  a  torrent  of  joy,  of  commiferation, 
and  of  fondnefs.  What  followed  was  a  univerfal 
change  into  glaJnefs  and  tranfport,  (as  in  all  their 
paflions,  however  oppofite,  the  multitude  know  no 
bounds)  and  with  fliouts  of  applaufe  and  congia- 
tulations,  in  the  midfl  of  the  Eagles  and  Srandards 
difplayed,  they  bore  him  to  the  Tribunal.  He  there 
manifulied  a  moderation  altogether  wholfome  and 
ferviceable,  nor  required  the  execution  of  any  par- 
ticular whomfoever.  Yet,  left  by  difTembling  all 
knowledge  of  the  guiltv,  his  fincerlty  might  be  but 
more  fufpcfied,  he  rebuked  a  few  by  name,  as  he 
was  well  apprized,  that  during  all  civil  wars,  much 
greater  power  may  be  afiumcd  by  the  foldiers  than 
by  their  Leaders. 

Whild  they  were  yet  fortifying  their  camp  at 
Ticinum,  news  arrived  of  Cscina's  difaftrous  en- 
gagement, and  thence  the  fedition  was  well  nigh 
revived,  for  that  Valens.  they  alledged,  had,  thiough 
premeditated  treachery  and  feigned  delays,  detained 
them  from  affifting  at  that  battle.  Fcjrthwith  they 
declared  againft  all  further  repofe,  refufed  to  ftay 
for  their  General,  hurried  away  even  before  the 
Standards,  preflbd  forward  fuch  as  bore  them,  and 
continued  their  march  with  rapidity  till  they  had 
joined  Csecina.  'Vv^ith  the  army  of  Caecina,  Va- 
lens bore  but  an  ungracious  character.  They  com- 
plained, tl  at  they  who  in  numbers  were  fo  much 
inferior  had  been  expofed  to  the  united  Loft  of  the 

Vol.  III.  G  enemv ; 


122  THE    HISTORY        Book  IF. 

enemy ;  a  complaint  which  implied  an  excufe  for 
their  own  ill  fuccefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  ferved  to 
flatter  the  new-comers  by  extolling  their  mighty 
llrength  ;  with  defign,  that  by  the  new-comers  they 
might  not  be  fcorned  as  a  body  cowardly  and  rout- 
ed. In  truth,  although  to  Valens  there  appertained 
much  greater  forces,  nay,  almoft  double  the  num- 
ber of  Legions  and  Auxiliaries,  yet  the  affecS^ions 
of  the  foldiers  leaned  to  Caecina.  Befides  his  be- 
nignity of  fpirit,  in  which  he  was  reckoned  to  ex- 
cel the  other,  they  were  attradted  by  the  bloom  and 
vigour  of  his  age,  by  his  perfon  graceful  and  tall, 
and  even  by  other  motives  to  favour,  altogether  un- 
meaning and  vain.  Hence  an  emulation  between 
he  two  Chiefs.  Caecina  derided  Valens  as  one  im- 
merfeJ  in  crimes  and  black  with  infamy,  and  Va- 
lens him  as  a  man  vain  and  pompous.  Yet  fmo- 
thering  their  hate,  they  concurred  in  confuiting  the 
utility  of  the  fame  caufe,  and  in  frequent  letters  of 
theirs  boldly  upbraided  Otho  v/ith  his  guilt  and  vile- 
nefs,  without  all  refer ve  or  view  of  pardon.  Where- 
as the  Commanders  in  Otho's  party  forbore  treat- 
ing Vitellius  with  any  inveclives  and  bitter  words, 
though  for  fuch  treatment  abundant  matter  was  ad- 
miniflered. 

The  truth  is,  before  they  came  to  fufFer  their  laft 
fate,  a  fate  which  to  Otho  gained  immortal  fame, 
to  Vitellius  moft  glaring  infamy,  much  lefs  dreaded 
were  the  grofs  appetites  and  ftupidity  of  Vitellius, 
than  the  abandoned  fpirit  and  flaming  paiHons  of 
Otho.  The  latter  was  by  the  murder  of  Galba 
rendered  ftill  more  terrible  and  detefted ;  the  for- 
mer, on  the  contrary,  was  by  no  man  charged  with 
having  begun  the  war.  In  gluttony  and  banquet- 
ting  Vitellius  was  an  enemy  to  himfelf.  In  pro- 
fufion,  cruelty,  and  daring  iniquities,  Otho  was  ac- 
counted more  threatening  ai:d  pernicious  to  the  Com- 
monwealth.    Upon  th^  conjundtion  of  the  forces 

of 
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of  Valens  with  thofe  of  Caecina,  from  the  partizans 
of  ViteUius  no  longer  delay  or  obftrudtion  remained 
againft  proceeding  to  a  decifive  battle.  Otho  had 
recourfe  to  a  confultation,  whether  it  were  deemed 
advifeable  to  protract  the  war,  or  to  rifque  the  for- 
tune of  a  battle.  Upon  this  occafion,  Suetonius 
Paulinus  judged  that  a  difcourfe  concerning  the  whole 
ftate  of  the  war,  would  become  his  own  great  name 
for  military  prowefs,  in  which  no  General  of  thofe 
times  was  thought  to  furpafs  him.  He  therefore 
argued,  '  That  to  the  enemy  hafte  and  prefent  ac- 
'  tion  were  advantageous ;  but  to  themfelves  pro- 
'  craftination  and  delay.  The  entire  army  of  Vi- 
'  tellius  was  now  anived  ;  nor  were  there  any  con- 
'  fiderable  remaining  forces  to  follow  after,  fince 
'  the  countries  of  Gaul  were  ftiil  angry  and  dif- 
'  affecled  ;  and  it  would  be  ill  policy  to  diveil  the 
'  bank  of  the  Rhine  of  its  guards,  and  expofe  It  to 
'  nations  fo  implacable,  and  juft  ready  for  an  ir- 

*  ruption.  The  foldiers  in  Britain  were  with-holden 
'  by  enemies  and  feas.  Spain  was  far  from  abound- 
'  ing  in  armed  men.  The  province  of  Narbori 
'  Gaul  w  iS  fufnciently  terrified  by  their  defeat,  and 
'  by  the  infults  and  hoililitles  from  the  f^eet.  The 
'  region  of  Italy  beyond  the  Po  was  enclofed  by  the 

*  Alps,  deflitute  of  help  from  the  fea,  and  even  by 
'  the  paffing  of  the  army  exhaufted  and  fpolled, 
'  No  where  to  be  found  was  any  grain  for  the  army ; 
'  nor  without  plentiful  fupplies  could  an  army  be 
'  maintained.  A4oreover,  v/ere  the  Vv'ar  protracted 
'•  till  the  fummer,  the  Germans,  of  all  the  enemy's 
'  forces  the  moft  formidable,  would  never  endure 
'  an  exchange  fo  extreme  of  country  and  climate, 
'  with  bodies  hke  theirs  loofe  and  lan-^uid.     Many 

'  were  the  inftances  of  enemies,  who  in  a  fudden 
'  effort  proved  potent  and  prevailing ;  yet  were  fo 
'.wearied  and  wafted  with  delays,  ?.s  utterly  to  va- 
'  tiifh  with  all  their  terrors.  To  themfelves,  ion 
G  2  <  the 
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*  the  contrary,  there  continued  all  things  in  abun- 

*  dance,  and  countries  fairhlully  attached,  Panno- 
«  nia,  Moefia,  Dalmatia,  the  Eafl:,  with  their  fe- 

<  veral  armies  ftill  intire;   Italy,   and  Rome  itfelf, 

<  the  head   and  centre  of  the  Empire ;  the  Senate 

*  and   Roman  people,  names  at  no  time  obfcure, 

*  though  fometimes  overcaft   wUh   clouds ;   public 

*  and  private  aburdance,  and  infinite  treafure,  more 

<  prevalent  than  the  Iword  in   all  civil  difientions; 

*  the  bodies   of  the  foldiers    either    inured  to  the 

*  clime  of  Italy,  or  to  climes  fignally  hot.     In  their 

*  front  lay  the  river  Po ;   their  cities  were  fecure  in 
«  the  ftrength  of  men  and  walls ;   and  that  none  of 

*  them   would   yield   to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy, 

*  was  fufficiently  learnt  from  the  brave  defence  of 

*  Flacenti^     Upon   thefe  confidcrations  he  would 
«  do  well  to  protraa  the  war.     In  a  few  days  would 

*  arrive  the  fourteenth  Legion,   mighty  in  renown, 

*  and  with  it  the  forces  of  Moefia.     He  might  then 

*  refume  the   prefent  deliberation,   and  if  fighting 

*  were  preferred,  they  fhould  engage  with  numbers 
«  augmented.' 

With   the  counfel    of  Paulinus,   Marius   Lelfus 
concurred  ;  and  that  Annius  Gallus  entertained  the 
fame  fentiments,  was   reported  by  thofe  who  had 
been  purpofely   fent  to  learn   his  advice  :   for,  his 
horfe  having  fallen  with  him  a  few  days  before,   he 
was  ftill  ill  of  the  hurt.     Otho  was  bent  upon  en- 
Tadn?;      Titianus  his  brother,  and  Proculus,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Prxtorian  guards,  hurried  headlong  by 
rafbnefs   and   inexp- rience,   were  always  averrmg, 
'  1  hat  fortune,  and  the  Gods,  and  the  Deity  of 
«  Otho,    all  attending  upon  his  counfels,    would  al- 
c  fo  upon  his  entcrprizes."     To   fuch  fycophancy 
they  had  purpofely  betaken  themfelves,   that  no  man 
mieht  dare  to  thwart  their  opinion.     After  it  was 
d«  cerm: ned  to  fight,adoubt  occurred   whether  it  were 
ti.ore  advifable  that,  the  Emperor  fhould  be  prefent 
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in  the  encounter,  or  remove  elfcvvhere.  Paulinus 
an  j  Celfus,  that  they  miglu  not  fcerh  to  advife  ex- 
pofing  the  pcrfon  of  the  Prince  to  perils,  had  now 
(:.opped  all  oppoficion.  So  that  rhofe  fame  men 
from  whom  the  wori'e  counCel  had  come,  obU  .ed 
hiin  to  retire  to  Brixciiiim,  where,  fccure  from  the 
uncertain  accidents  of  battles,  hcfhould  referve  him- 
fcif,  they  r«id,  fcjr  the  direction  of  the  whole  and 
t'vj  great  ends  of  Sovereignty.  This  was  the  finl: 
d.iv  that  a  fatal  blow  was  given  to  the  }>artv  of 
Otho.  For,  befides  his  own  departure,  with  him 
there  not  only  departed  a  very  brave  and  powerful 
band,  confifting  of  Frx'torian  Cohorts,  of  troops 
of  horfe,  and  of  the  body-guard  ;  but  the  forces 
remaining  loft  all  courage,  fmce  they  fufpe^led  the 
fidelity  of  their  Leaders  j  and  Otho,  upon  whom 
only  the  foldiers  placed  all  their  faith,  as,  in  truth, 
in  none  elfe  but  foldiers  did  he  himfelf  repofe  any 
truft,  had  left  the  command  of  the  Generals  un- 
certain and  precaiious. 

Of  all  thefe  tranfadions  not  one  was  a  fecret  to 
the  army  of  Vitellius,  as  deferters  were  perpetually 
pafling  to  and  fro,  a  thing  ufual  in  a  civil  war  :  And 
the  fpies,  from  a  keennefs  to  learn  the  meafures  of 
the  oppofite  fide,  did  not  well  conceal  thofe  of  their 
own.  Cascina  and  Valens,  v/ithout  moving  them- 
felves,  were  intent  upon  the  difaftrous  motions  of 
the  enemy,  fo  precipitate  and  void  of  forefight,  and 
coolly  av/aited  their  own  advantage  from  the  folly 
of  others  ;  a  courfe  fupplying  the  place  of  contri- 
vance. So  that  feigning  a  dcfign  to  pafs  the  Po,  in 
order  to  attack  the  band  of  Gladiators  on  the  op- 
pofite (hore,  they  began  to  make  a  bridge,  an  un- 
dertaking which  alfo  ferved  to  keep  their  own  men 
the  while  from  a  habit  of  idlenefs  and  floth.  Up- 
on the  river  a  row  of  boats  was  placed,  at  equal 
diftances,  connected  by  la' ge  beams,  and  by  their 
anchors  fteadily  fecured  againft  the  weight  of  the 
G  3  flream. 
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ilream,  but  with  cables  unftretched  and  floating, 
that  when  the  flood  fwelled,  the  whole  rank  of 
boats  might  he  hfted  up  without  violence  to  their 
order.  A  towei  purpofely  reared,  and  beginning 
from  the  furthermoft  boat,  clofed  and  guarded  the 
bridge,  that  from  thence  with  their  warlike  ma- 
chines they  might  batter  and  repulfe  the  foe. 

The  foldiers  of  Otho  too  had  eredled  a  tower, 
from  whence  they  were  pouring  voJieys  of  flones 
and  fire.  Moreover  in  the  middle  of  the  river  flood 
an  ifiand,  into  which  the  Gladiators  flrove  to  con- 
vey themfelves  in  pinnaces,  but  were  prevented  by 
the  Germans  who  reached  it  Srfl:  by  Avimming. 
As  of  thefe  a  large  number  had  already  pafied  over, 
Macer,  who  had  now  filled  the  pinnaces  with  the 
bravefl  Gladiators,  failed  thither  to  attack  them. 
Eut  neither  in  the  Gladiators  was  there  found  bra- 
very or  perfeverance  equal  to  thofe  of  the  foldiers  5 
nor  could  they  in  a  reeling  poflure  from  their  vef- 
feJs  ftrike  with  fuch  certainty  and  force  as  did  the 
others  from  their  firm  footing  on  the  fhore.  And 
when  by  the  many  different  motions  and  {hiftings 
of  men  actuated  by  confternatlon  and  dread,  they 
who  fought  became  mingled  with  thofe  who  rowed, 
and  all  were  difordered,  the  Germans  leaping  into  the 
water  boldly  feized  the  veffels,  and  by  climbing 
boarded  them,  or  by  ftrength  funk  them.  All  which 
tranfadlions  paffed  under  the  eye  of  both  armies. 
Hence  the  more  joy  they  adminiftered  to  the  par- 
tizans  of  Vitellius,  with  the  more  bitternels  and  de- 
tellation  they  infpired  the  followers  of  Otho  againll 
tJie  author  and  caufe  of  their  fore  difafler. 

The  truth  is,  the  fray  was  parted  by  flight,  the 
remaining  boats  having  been  in  great  hafie  dragged 
back  again.  Macer  was  required  to  the  flaughter  : 
nay,  he  was  already  wounded  with  a  lance  darted 
at  him,  and  already  they  had  aflaultcd  him  with 
their  fwords  drawn,  v/nen  by  the  fudden  Interpo- 
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fition  and  fuccour  of  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions, 
he  was  refcued.  Ere  long,  Veftricius  Spurinna,  by 
the  command  of  Otho,  leaving  a  fmall  garifon  in 
Placentia,  arrived  with  a  fupply  of  Cohorts :  and 
ibon  after  Flavius  Sabinus,  Conful  eled^,  was  by 
Oth'o  fent  to  take  charge  of  the  forces  which  had 
been  under  the  command  of  Macer,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  fold iers,  pleafed  with  the  change  of  Lea- 
ders ;  whilit  the  Leaders,  feared  by  their  perpetual 
mutinies,  abhorred  the  charge  of  a  foldiery  (o  mif- 
chievous  and  unruly. 

In  fome  authors  I  find,  *  that  through  the  fhock- 
'  ing  apprchenfions  of  war,  or  from  an  averfion 
'  and  difguft  to  both  Princes,  two  men  whofe  in- 
'  famy  and  deteftable  crimes  were  by  the  voice  of 

*  common  fame  grown  daily  more  public  and  glar- 

*  ing,  the  armies  had  deliberated  about  dropping 
'  their   enmity   and    flrife,   and    whether   amongft 

*  themfelves  they  fhould  agree  to  ftt  up  a  proper 

*  Emperor,  or  refer  the  choice  to  the  Senate.  That 
'  hence  the  Generals  of  Otho's  forces  had  declared 

*  for  delays  and  procraftination,  Paulinus  particular- 
'  ly,   who  confidered  himfelf  as  the  moft  ancient 

*  Confular,  as  one  fignally  renowned  in  war,  and 
<  one  who,  by  his  exploits  in  Britain,  had  acquired 
'  much  glory  and  a  great  name.'  For  myfelf  j  as 
I  would  allow,  that  there  were  a  few,  in  whofe 
breafts  cordial  wifhes,  but  wifhes  fmothered  in 
filence,  were  entertained  for  public  tranquillity,  in- 
Itead  of  civil  uproar  and  diflention,  and  for  a  Prince 
worthy  and  innocent  in  the  place  of  two,  of  all 
men  the  word  and  moft  bloated  with  vilenefs  and 
iniquities;  fo  neither  can  I  conceive  that  Paulinus, 
a  man  governed  by  fuch  prudence,  coul J  have  hoped, 
in  an  age  abandoned  to  corruption,  to  have  found 
fo  m.ighty  a  degree  of  moderation  in  the  common 
herd,  that  the  very  fame  men,  who  from  a  pafiion 
for  war  had  violated   public  peace,   would  out  of 

G  4  tender- 
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tendernefs  for  peace  relinquifh  the  war.  Nor  can 
I  conceive  that  armies,  in  languages  and  manners 
fo  difTonant,  could  ever  have  been  brought  to  con- 
cur in  this  a6t  of  unanimity  -,  or  that  the  Lieute- 
nant Generals  and  Leaders,  men  for  the  moft  part 
wallowing  in  prodigality,  prefled  by  incigence,  and 
under  the  guilt  and  horrors  of  enormities  black  and 
manifold,  would  have  fuffered  any  Prince  over  them 
other  than  one  contaminated  with  crimes,  and  en- 
gaged to  them  for  their  wicked  fervices  done  him. 

The  luft  of  dominion,  fo  ancient  and  now  long 
fmce  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  men,  increafed  with 
the  growth  of  the  State,  and  when  the  Empire  was 
full  grown,  burft  forth  v/ilh  violence.  For  whilft 
the  condition  of  our  City  was  but  low,  an  equality 
amongrt  her  citizens  was  eafdy  maintained.  But 
when  once  the  world  v/as  fubdued,  when  all  com- 
petitors for  power,  whether  the  fame  were  great 
Cities  or  great  Kings,  had  been  vanquifhed  and  over- 
thrown, and  leifure  was  given  to  purfue  riches  with 
fecurity  ;  then  firft  between  the  Senate  and  People 
fierce  broils  were  kindled.  Sometimies  feditious  Tri- 
bunes infulted  ;  anon  the  power  of  the  Confuls  pre- 
vailed ;  and  within  the  City,  nay,  in  the  forum, 
were  (t^n  the  preludes  and  approaches  to  a  civil  war. 
In  a  fhort  fpace,  Caius  Marius,  fprung  from  tlie  Ices 
of  the  Populace,  and  Lucius  Sylla,  a  man  the  m.oft 
cruel  of  all  the  nobility,  having  opprefied  public  li- 
berty by  the  violence  of  arms,  changed  it  into  law- 
lefs  domination.  Then  followed  Pompey,  more 
clofe  and  difguifed,  not  more  innocent  or  upright. 
From  thence-fofward  the  ojily  public  firuggle  was 
for  fovcrtign  rule.  In  Pharfaha  and  Fliilippi  the 
Legions,  though  compofcd  of  Roman  citizens,  de- 
parted not  from  their  violence  and  arms  :  Much  Icfs 
likelihood  was  there,  that  the  armies  of  Otho  and 
Vitellius  would  of  their  own  accord  ha\e  abandon- 
ed th;:  war.     Thtfc  armies  too  were  by  the  fame 

^vrath 
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wrath  of  the  Deities,  by  the  fame  rage  amongft 
men,  by  the  fame  motives  of  wickednefs  and  out- 
racre,  driven  into  clifcord  and  war.  1  hat  the  wars 
were  each  of  them  brought  to  a  conclufion  as  it 
were  by  fo  many  fingle  llrokes,  proceeded  from  the 
genius  of  the  Princes,  impotent  and  fpiritlefs.  But 
in  reeolleaingthedifpofitionof  different  times,  an- 
cient and  new,  I  have  digreffcd  rather  too  far.  1 
now  refume  the  order  of  tranfac^tions.     ^ 

After  the  departure  of  Otho  to  Bnxellum,  the 
name  and  honour  of  Generalfhip  remamed  with  his 
brother  Titianus,  the   effence  and   authority   with 
Proculus.     For  Cehus  and  Paulinus  ;  as  no  one  hc>^l 
recourfe  to  their  counfel  and  capacity,  they  bore  the 
empty  title  of  Commanders,   and   thence  ferved  as 
cloaks  for  the  faults  and  milbkes  of  other  men.  ^1  he 
Tribunes  and  Centurions  were  agitated  by  perp  exi- 
ty  and  fear,  to  fee  men  of  fufficiency  and  fuperior 
worth  neglected,  and  the  very  worft  men  bear  fway. 
The  common  foldiers  were  chearful  and  elated,  yet 
difpofed  rather  to  canvafs  and  interpret,  than  to  obey 
and  execute  the  orders   of  their  Commanders      It 
was  now  determined  to  move  their  quarters^  and  to 
encamp  within  four  miles  of   Bedriacum  >.  a  march 
f<D  unfkilfullv  conduaed,  that   in  it  they  were  ex- 
tremely diftrefied  for  want  of  water,   though  it  was 
then  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,   and  there  were  ri- 
vers on  all  hands.     Here  was  debated   the  queltion 
about  proceeding  to  battle,  as  Otho  was  by  impor- 
tunate letters   preffing  them  to   a.  fpeedy   GeciUon, 
whilft  the  foldiers  infifted  to  have  their  Emperor  in 
perfon  at  the  engagement.     Several,  urged  for  call- 
ing over  the  forces  quartered. beyond  the  Po.     Nei- 
ther can  it  be  fo  readily   decided  what  was  the  bclL 
eourfe  which  they  could  have  taken,  as  that  it.  was 
certainly  the  worft  which  they  took.     For,. 

In  no  fort  like  men  going  direftly  to  the  encoun- 
ter, but  like  men  only  proceeding  to  war,,  they  ad- 
Q   e  "vancca 
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vanced  towards  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Po  and 
Addua  ;  a  journey  of  fixteen  miles,  and  utterly  dif- 
approved  by  Celfus  and  Paulinus,  who  declared 
againfl  '  expofing  the  foldiers,  fatigued  with  tra- 
'  velHng,  and  loaded   with  baggage,  to  an  unequal 

*  enemy,   who  being,  himfeif  light  and  unincum- 

*  bered,  and  having  moved  fcarce  four  miles,  would 
'  never  lofe  the  advantage  of  attacking  them,   ei- 

*  ther  as  they  marched  with  their  ranks  broken,  or 

*  afterwards  while  they  were  feparated  and  entrench- 

*  ing  their  camp/  Titianus  and  Proculus  when- 
ever they  were  vanquifhed  in  counfel  and  reafoning, 
had  always,  as  now,  recourfe  to  the  prerogative  of 
power.  It  muft  be  owned  there  had  arrived  a  Nu- 
midian,  difpatched  by  Otho  upon  a  fwifthorfe,  with 
orders  conceived  in  a  flrain  very  terrible  and  bitter : 
In  thefe,  having  firfl  reprimanded  the  Generals  for 
their  faint  proceedings  and  want  of  fpirit,  he  gave 
command,  to  commit  the  caufe  to  immediate  trial 
by  the  fword  ;  for  he  was  fick  with  anguiih,  from 
delay,  and  impatient  of  uncertain  hopes. 

To  Caecina,  the  fame  day,  as  he  v/as  flill  intent 
upon  the  ftructure  of  the  bridge,  there  came  two 
Tribunes  of  the  Praetorian  guards,  and  defired  a 
conference.  He  was  already  fetting  himfeif  to  re- 
ceive their  overtures,  and  to  return  anfwers,  when 
the  fcouts  in  vehement  hafte,  apprized  him  that  the 
enemy  was  at  hand.  The  difcourfe  with  the  Tri- 
bunes was  thus  interrupted,  and  hence  it  remained 
uncertain  what  they  meant  to  have  attempted,  whe- 
ther to  betray  their  party,  or  to  contrive  a  plot 
againft  the  enemy,  or  whether  they  had  fome  de- 
fign  truly  worthy  and  honeft.  Caecina  having  dif- 
mifled  the  Tribunes  and  returned  to  the  camp,  found 
the  fignal  of  battle  already  given  by  Valens  and  the 
foldiers  under  arms. 

Whilft  the  Legions  were  by  the  cafting  of  lots 
afcertaining  the  order  of  their  proceeding  to  battle, 

the 
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the  cavalry  fallied  forth  by  themfelves,  and,  which 
is  wonderful  to  relate,  were  by  a  party  of  Otho's 
forces,  in  number  much  inferior,  repulfed,  nay,  fly- 
ing for  fhelter  to  their  ramparts,  till  by  the  vigour 
and  menaces  of  the  Italic  Legion  they  were  flopped. 
That  brave  Legion  oppofed  them  with  drawp  fwords, 
and  forced  them  back  to  the  encounter.  The  Le- 
2;ions  of  Vitellius  were  embattled  without  any  con- 
ilernation  or  alarm  ;  for,  all  fight  of  an  armed  hoft 
was  prevented  by  a  thick  coppice,  though  the  enemy 
was  clofe  by.  In  the  army  of  Otho,  fearful^  and 
difconcerted  were  the  Generals;  againft  the  Gene- 
rals the  foldiers  were  incenfed ;  mixt  and  crowded 
amongft  the  ranks  were  the  carriages  and  retainers 
to  the  camp,  and  from  a  deep  ditch  on  each  hand 
the  way  was  too  flreight  even  for  an  army  marching 
fafe  from  an  enemy.  Some  flood  round  their  ftand- 
ards,  others  enquired  where  to  find  their  own.  On 
every  fide  was  heard  the  uncertain  clamour  of  men 
running  and  roaming  different  and  uncertain  ways. 
Some  thruft  themfelves  into  the  front,  fome  retired 
to  the  rear,  juft  as  each  found  himfelf  prompted  by 
bravery  or  by  dread. 

Their  minds,  yet  flruck  and  aftonifhed  with  fud- 
den  terror,  were  quite  cooled  and  enfeebled  by  an 
acceffion  of  falfe  joy  ;  as  amongfl  them  there  were 
fome  found  who  divulged  afi6lion,  that  the  army  had 
revolted  from  Vitellius.  Whether  this  report  was 
fpread  by  the  fpies  of  Vitellius,  or  came  from  the 
partizans  of  Otho,  and  fprungfrom  chance  or  fraud, 
remains  undifcovered.  By  it  the  forces  of  Otho 
were  bereft  of  all  ardour  for  battle,  nay,  accofled 
the  enemy  with  the  falutation  of  friends  :  And  as 
they  were  received  with  a  hoflile  and  threatening 
murmur,  hence  many  of  their  own  army,  unap- 
prized  of  the  caufe  of  fuch  greeting,  were  feized 
v^ith  apprehenfions  that  they  were  betrayed.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  enemy's  hoil  fell  on  and  pre/Ted  them 
G  6  hard. 
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hard,  with  ranks  unbroken,  and  in  firength  and 
numbers  fupericr.  That  of  Otho,  though  disjoin- 
ed, though  fewer  and  fatigued,  yet  fuftained  the  fight 
with  notable  vigour ;  and  various  was  the  face  of 
the  combat,  hke  that  of  the  place,  which  was  em- 
barraflbd  with  trees  and  vineyards  Here  they  en- 
countered hand  to  hand,  there  at  a  diftance  by  wea- 
pons miflive;  in  this  placewiththeir  Hnesextended;in 
that  by  battalions  fliarp  in  the  front.  Upon  the  raifed 
road  they  doled  fiercely,  battered  each  other  with 
their  bodies  and  bucklers,  and,  rejefting  the  ufe  of 
darts,  with  fv/ords  and  axes  hewed  and  broke  hel- 
mets and  breaft  plates:  To  each  other  the  com- 
batants were  well  known,  their  efforts  v/ere  con- 
fpicucus  to  all  the  reif,  and  on  both  fides  they  ex- 
erted a  1  their  might  to  determine  the  laft  fortune  of 
the  war. ' 

In  an  open  plain  between  the  Po  and  the  high- 
Way,  two  Legions  chanced  to  encounter  ;  the  one 
and  twentieth  intitled  Rapax,  fignal  for  feats  of  re- 
nown anciently  atchieved,  in  behalf  of  Vitellius. 
For  Otho  engaged  the  firft  called  Adjutrix,  one  ne- 
ver till  then  led  into  the  field,  but  fierce  and  refo- 
lute,  eager  for  the  firft  earnings  of  glory.  The  fol- 
^iers  of  the  firft  having  routed  the  foremoft  ranks 
of  the  one  and  twentieth,  carried  off  their  Eagle  ; 
a  difgrace  which  fo  enraged  this  Legion,  that  they 
too  in  their  turn  repulfed  and  broke  thofeof  the  firft, 
and  having  killed  Orphidius  Benignus  their  Com- 
inander,  dcfpoiled  them  of  many  enfigns  and  ban- 
ners. Li  another  quarter,  thofe  of  the  thirteenth 
Legion  were  defeated,  by  an  onfet  from  the  fifth; 
thofe  of  the  fourteenth  were  quite  invironed  by  a 
numerous  hoft  of  foes.  And  Caecina  and  Valens 
were  ftill  ftrengthening  their  battle  with  continual 
reinforcements,  when  Otho's  Generals  were  long 
fince  fled.  To  the  former  a  frefh  recruit  had  ar- 
rived of  the  Batavians  led  by  Alphenus  Varus,  after 

he 
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he  had  utterly  routed  the  body  of  Gladiators,  vvdio, 
whiUl  they  paffed  over  in  boats,  were  by  the  Co- 
horts polled  to  oppole  them  flaughtered  1  ,  the  very 
river.  So  that  thefe  troops,  already  vidorious,  al- 
failed  the  enemy  in  the  flank  ;  and  their  centre  be- 
[no  thus  utterly  broken,  the  forces  of  Otho  betook 
themfelves  every  where  to  flight,  bending  their  courfe 
towards  Bedriacum  :  A  mighty  fpace  to  run  :  The 
ways  too  were  filled  and  obihuacd  by  the  carcaffes 
of  the  flain,  and  hence  occafion  admmiftered  for 
increafing  the  flaughter :  for  in  civil  wars  capuvcs 
are  not  converted  Into  laie  and  gam. 

Suetonius   Paulinus,  and  Licinus  Proculus   took 
different  routs,  both  (hunning  that  to  the  camp. 
Vedius  Aquila,  Commander  of  the  thirteenth  Lc 
eion,  whilfl  he  was  animated  by  dread  void  of  dii- 
cretion,  became  expofed  to  th<2  fury  of  the  foldiery. 
While  it  was  yet   broad  day   he  entered  the  camp, 
and  was  inflantly  befei  and   outraged  by  the  infults 
and  clamours  of  all  luch  as  were  prompt  to  mutiny 
aP-ainft  their  ofHcers,  and  to  run  away  from  then 
enemies.     Towards  him  they  fpared  no  violent  in- 
veaives,  nor  even  violent  hands.     They  charged 
him  as  a  traitor  to  his  caufe,  and  as  a  fugitive  from 
battle ;  not  that  he  had  really  committed  any  crimen 
but  fuch  is  the  cuftom  of  the  crowd,  for  every  nian 
to  caft  upon  others  his  own  guilt  and  difgrace.      Ti- 
tian us  and  Celfus  drew  their  fecuriry  from  the  night, 
fmce  ere  they  came,  the  guards  were  already  polled, 
and  the  tumults  of  the  foldiery  repreffed.     Anmus 
GaUus  had  foftened  aad  reclaimed  them  by  his  111- 
treaties,  by  his  authority  and  wholefome  reafoning, 

*  That  they  would  not  add  to  the  heavy  difafter  of 
'  a  battle  loft,  by  inteftine  rage  and  the  flaughter 
'  of  one  another.  That  the  only  remaining  con- 
<  folation  and  remedy  after  their  defeat,  was  that 
«  of  concord  and  unanimity   amongft  themlelvcs, 

*  whether  the  war  were  nov/  at  an  end,  or  whe- 

'  thejf 
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*  ther  they  rather  chofe  to  try  again  the  fortune  of 
«  the  field.'  Of  the  generality  the  courage  was  utterly 
funk  5  only  thofe  of  the  Praetorian  Guards  fwagger- 
ed,  '  That  they  had  been  no  otherv/ife  overcome 
«  than  by  ads  of  treachery,  and  by  no  fuperior  bra- 
'  very  of  the  enemy.     Nor  could  the  army  of  Vi- 

*  tellius,  in  truth,   boaft   of  an   unbloody   viaory, 

*  fince  their  cavalry  had  been  routed,  and  the  Eagle 

<  of  a  Legion    bravely  forced  from   them.     Their 

<  own  forces  beyond  the  Poftill  remained  intire,  and 

*  with  them  Otho  in  perfon.  The  Legions  from  Mce- 
«  fia  were  advancing  ;  and  a  great  prart  of  the  army 
«  had  continued  at  Bcdriacum.     Thefe,  furely,  were 

*  not  yet  vanquifhed  ;  or  if  that  ^uft  be  their  lot, 
*■  more  to  their  glory  it  would    prove  to   die  iio-ht- 

*  ing.'  Struggling  v/ith  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe, 
they  were  varioufly  tranfported,  now  to  fury,  anon 
to  dread :  Yet  from  their  prefent  plight,  altogether 
defperate  and  forlorn,  they  found  thcmfclves  more 
frequently  excited  to  rage  than  to  fear. 

Within  five  miles  of  Bedriacum  the  army  of  Vi- 
tellius  refted,  for  the  Generals  durft  net,  upon  the 
fame  day,  venture  to  force  the  enemy's  camp.     They 
moreover  entertained   hopes   of  a  voluntary  furren- 
der.     For  themfelves ;  as  they  had  only  gone  forth 
accoutred  for  battle,  and   unincumbered  with  bag- 
gage, they  had  no  other  bulwarks  than  their  arms 
and  vidory.     On  the  day  following  it  was  apparent 
what  a  pacific  difpofition  reigned  1n  Otho's  army, 
where  even  they  who  had  been  moft  fierce  and  un- 
tradable,    w^ere  lapfing  into  acquiefcence  and   re- 
morfe.     From  their  camp  therefore  deputies  were 
difpatched:  Nor  from  the  generals  of  Vitellius  was 
the  leaft  hefitation  found   againft  the  overtures  of 
peace.     But  as   the  deputies  were  for  fome  fhort 
time  detained  with  them,  from  thence  arofe  matter 
of  doubt  and  deliberation  amongft  thofe  who  fent 
them,    as  yet  unapprized  whether  their  propofals 

were 
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were  accepted.  But  anon,  upon  the  return  of  the 
deputies,  the  gates  of  the  camp  were  thrown  open. 
I'hen  it  was  that  both  armies  meeting;  the  con- 
querors as  well  as  the  conquered  burlt  into  tears, 
and  at  once  pleafed  and  forrowing,  uttered  their  de- 
teftations  of  the  fad  lot  of  intefline  wars.  Aileni- 
bllng  now  without  diftintStion  in  the  fame  tents, 
they  tenderly  tended  and  drefiedthe  wourds  one  of 
another,  fome  thofe  of  their  brethren,  fome  thofe 
of  their  friends.  Doubtful  v/ere  the  hopes  of  all, 
uncertain  their  recompences,  their  onlyfure  perqui- 
•fites  were  deaih  and  woe.  Nor  was  any  particular 
fo  exempt  from  afflidtion  as  not  to  have  fome  dead 
friend  to  bewail.  P'or  the  body  of  Orphidius  the 
Legate,  fearch  was  made,  and  it  was  burned  with 
the  accuftomed  folemnity.  A  few  were  buried  by 
their  relations.  The  reft  of  the  common  men 
were  buried  above  the  ground. 

Otho  the  while  waited  for  an  account  of  the 
battle,  altogether  undifmayed,  and  fixt  in  his  pur- 
pofes.  The  firft  rumours  were  melancholy  but 
uncertain,  till  the  fugitives  from  the  combat  made 
knov/n  the  utter  defeat.  Such  now  was  the  zeal 
and  ardour  of  the  foldiers  about  him,  that  they  flaid 
not  for  what  their  Emperor  would  fay  :  They^prefs- 
ed  him,  '  to  preferve  his  fpirit  undaunted.  There 
'  remained  ftill  freih  forces ;  and  for  themfelves, 
'  they  were  ready  to  dare  all  dangers,  to  fufter  all 
'  extremities.'  Neither  was  there  flattery  or  deceit 
in  what  they  faid.  Like  men  enchanted  with  fuper- 
natural  impulfe  and  fury,  they  burned  with  pallion 
to  proceed  to  battle,  to  av/aken  and  animate  the  for- 
tune of  their  party.  They  who  ftood  at  a  diflance 
fignified  their  ardour  by  extending  their  hands  3  they 
who  were  neareft  embraced  his  knees;  and  keen  eft 
cf  all  was  Plotius  Firmus.  This  was  Captain  of  his 
guards,  and  by  repeated  inftances  befought  him» 
'  not  to  abandon  an  army  fo  faithful  and  zealous, 

'  foldiers 
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*  foldiers   To  fingularly   afFetfticmate  and  def  rvlng. 

*  In  bearing  the  blows  of  calamity,  mor.  greatncfs 
'  of  fpirlt   was  fnewn  than   in  f ying   irum   them. 

*  To  fupport  themfelves  with  hope  evxn  i;  fpioht  of 
'  fortune,  was  ever  the  part  of  tlic  magnanmious 
'  and   brave ;  as   it  was   that   of  the  timorous  and 

*  f[.  iritlefs  to  be  drawn  he  dl  ng  by  Cowardice  into 
'  defpair.'  As  during  thefe  expreflions  the  coun- 
tenance of  Otho  happened  to  unbend  or  contrail, 
in  token  of  ailent  or  refufal,  there  followed  fhouts 
of  joy,  or  heavy  groans.  Nor  was  this  fpirit  reftraih- 
ed  to  the  Praetorian  foldiers  only,  v/ho,  as  his  guards, 
were  attached  to  the  perfon  of  Otho  ;  hut  thofe 
who  had  been  fent  before  the  reft  out  of  Moefia,  de- 
clared, that  in  the  approaching  army  the  fame  ftea- 
dy  and  invincible  perfeverance  in  his  caufe  was  to  be 
found ;  and  that  the  Legions  had  already  entered 
Aquileia.  Hence  none  can  doubt  but  that  a  v«  ar 
might  have  been  renewed,  terrible  and  tragical,  and 
its  ifTue  altogether  uncertain  to  the  conquerors  and 
the  conquered.  He  himfelf  had  quite  renounced  all 
purpofes  of  v/ar,  and'faid, 

'  To  expofe  wantonly  to  frefh  perils  fuch  virtue 
'  and  fo  much  fortitude,  is  a  price  which  I  deem 
'  too  high  for  tl)e  redeeming  of  my  own  life  The 
^  higher  the  hopes  are  with  which   you  prefent  me^ 

*  were  it  my  choice  to  live  and  enjoy  them,  the  more 

*  amiable  and  efteemed  will  be  my  voluntary  death.. 

*  I  have  made  trial  of  Fortune,  as   has  Fortune  of 

*  me  ;  nor  does  it  avail  to  compute  how  fhort  a  fpace- 
*•  fuch  trial  has  lafted,  fmce  the  greater  is  the  difB- 

*  culty  to  poflefs  with  moderation  that  felicity  which 

*  you  do  not  expe<5f  to  poflefs  long,  Vitellius  began 
'  the  civil  war,  and  thence  fprang  the  fource  of  our 

*  ftruggling  for  the  empire  by  arms.     To  me  will 

*  be  owing  the  example  of  ftruggling  for  it  no  more 

*  than   once.     By   this   rule  let  pofterity  judge  of 

*  Otlio..    Vitellius  ihall  again  poflefs  in  fafety  his 

*  bro- 
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*  brother,  his  chiklren,  and  his  wife.  By  me  no 
<>  revenge  is  Ibught,  neither  do  I  need  folaccments. 

*  0:hers  have  held  the  fovereignty  longer  ;  in  a  man- 

*  net-  ib  magnanimous  none  ever  yet  rclinquifhed  it. 
'  Shall  I  ever  bear  that  fuch  a  number  of  Roman 
'  youth,  that  Co  many  noble  armies  be  again  cut  ofF 
'  and  raviflied  for  ever  from  the  Commonwealth  ? 

*  With  me  let  me  carry  this  fentiment  and  aflurance, 

'  that  on  my  behalf  you  were  all  ready  to  perifh  But, 
'  be  conteii't  to  uirvive  me :  Nor  let  us  long  retard 

*  one  another.  Let  not  me  delay  your  care  of  your 
'  own  prefervation,  nor  you  me  in  the  purfuit 
'  of  a  deri2;n  never  to  be  fhaken  or  changed.  ^  To 
'  multiply  words  about  the  fubjed  of  dying,  is  the 
«  part  of  a  daftardly  fpirit.  How  much  I  am  un- 
'  daunted  in  this  my  purpofe,  I  defire  you  to  take 
'  this  fignal  proof,  that  I  complain  of  no  man : 
«  Since  to  be  arraigning  the  Gods  or  men,  upon 
«'  the  approach  of  death,  belongs  only  to  one  who 

*  wifhes  for  life.' 

After  this   difcourfe,  he   defired   them  to  fpecd 
away,  nor  by  delaying  enrage  the  conqueror.     The 
youno;  men  he   prelTed  with  authority,  the  old    by 
entreaties,    addrefling    himfelf  to  all    with  fmgular 
fweetnefs  and  courtefy,   in  language  fuitable  to  their 
different   years  or   dignity.     Calm   and  eafy   were 
his  looks,  his  fpeech  flowing   and   afTured,  and  he 
even  applied  himfelf  to  chide,  as  ill  judged  and  un- 
reafonable,  the  tears  and  wai lings  of  his    friends. 
To  fuch  as  were   about  to  depart,  he  ordered  boats 
and  carriages  to  be  given.     All  fuch  memorials   and 
letters  as  were  rio;nal  for  ftrains  of  zeal  towards  him- 
felf, or  for  bitternefs  and  inveaives  againft  Vltelli- 
U3,  he  committed    to  the    flames.     He    diflributed 
money,  yet  with   difcretion  and  a  fparing  hand,  no 
wife  I'ike'one  about  to  relinquifh  life.     Anon  per- 
ceiving his  brother's   Ton  Salvius  Cocceianus,  one 
juil  in   the  bloom   of  youth,  under  the  agonies  of 

dread 
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dread  and  forrow,  he  fet  about  relieving  him  by  con- 
folatory  exprefTions,  extolled  his  tendernefs,  but  re- 
buked his  care.  '  Could  VitelKus,  he  faid,  prove 
'  of  a  fpirit  fo  implacable  and  unrelenting,  as  in  re- 
'  compence  for  his  whole  houfe  preferved  in  fafety, 

*  to  refufe  a  return  of  mercy  in  this  fmgle  inftance  ? 
'  The  clemency  of  the  Conqueror  was  in  truth,  no 
'  more  than  what  he  had  purchafed  by  thus  haften- 

*  ing  to  die  :  fmce  prefTed  by  no  defperate  diflrefs, 

*  but  at  a  juncture  when  his  army    were  craving 

*  to  be  led  to  battle,  he  had,  only  for  the  fake  of 

*  the  Commonwealth,  forgone  the  trial  of  a  laft 
'  effort.     To  himfelf  he   had    acquired    abundant 

*  name,  to  his  pofterity  abundant  luftre.  It  was  he 
'  who  firft  had  tranflated  the  fovereignty  into  a  houfe 
'  newly  raifed,  after  the  fame  had  been  vefted  in  fa- 

*  milies  fo  illuftrious,  even  the  Julian,  the  Claudi- 

*  an,  and  the  Servian.     Cocceianus  fhould   there-, 
<  fore  with  a  fpirit  undaunted  refolve  to  live.     That 

*  Otho  had  been  his  uncle  he  muft  never  forget,  nei- 
*,  ther  overmuch  remember.' 

After  this,  caufmg  all  who  were  about  him  to  re- 
tire, he  repofed  himfelf  a  while.  As  he  was  thus  ex- 
ercifmg  his  thoughts  about  his  laft  moments,  a  fud- 
<3en  tumult  interrupted  him  ;  for  notice  was  carried 
him  of  the  uproar  and  violence  amongft  the  foldi- 
ery,  who  threatened  with  prefent  flaughter  all  who 
were  about  to  depart,  but  againft  Verginius  parti- 
cularly aimed  their  fierceft  vengeance,  and  even 
beficged  his  houfe,  which  for  his  fecurity  he  had 
fhut  up.  Otho,  having  reprimanded  the  authors  of 
the  infurre6^ion,  gave  time  for  audience  to  fuch 
as  were  departing,  and  continued  thus  employed 
till  they  were  all  gone  in  perfed  fecurity.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  day  he  allayed  his  th^rft  with  a 
draught  of  cold  water,  l^hen  calling  for  two  poy- 
nards,  and  having  carefully  examined  the  points  of 
both,  he  placed  one  under  his  head.     He  next  took 

care 
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care  to  be  fully  aflured  that  all  his  friends  were  al- 
ready on  their  way,  afterwards  paflld  the  night  in 
perfe6l  repofe,  and,  as  is  affirmed,  r  ot  without  ileep. 
At  the  fir  ft  dawn  he  fell  with  his  breafl  upon  the 
point  of  the  fteel.  Upon  hearing  his  dyin^^  groans, 
his  freedmen  entered,  as  did  his  flaves,  with  Plotius 
Firmus  Captain  of  his  guards ;  and  found  no  more 
than  one  wound.  His  funeral  was  difpatched  with 
great  expedition  :  Such  had  ceen  his  own  defire,  of- 
ten repeated  with  earncft  fuit,  to  prevent  his  head 
from  being  cut  ofFand  expofed  to  publick  derifion. 
The  Praetorian  cohorts  bore  his  corps  with  many 
praifes  and  many  tears,  kiiTmghis  wound,  and  kifT- 
ing  his  hands.  At  his  funeral  pile  fome  of  the  fol- 
diers  flew  themfelves,  for  Jio  guilt  which  they  had 
incurred,  nor  for  any  dread  which  they  entertained, 
but  purely  to  emulate  the  glory  of  his  end,  and  from 
their  fondnefs  to  the  perfon  of  their  Prince.  A- 
mongft  them  afterwards,  at  Eedriacum,  at  Placen- 
tia,  and  in  other  their  quarters,  this  kind  of  death 
became  frequent.  For  Otho  a  fepulchre  v/as  raifed, 
of  mean  ftrudture,  and  thence  like  to  remain. 

Such  was  the  iftue  of  his  life,  in  the  thirty  fe- 
venth  year  of  his  age.  From  the  municipal  city  of 
Terentium  he  derived  his  original.  His  father  had 
fuftained  the  dignity  of  Conful,  his  grandfather  that 
of  Praetor.  His  mother's  line  was  not  of  equal  lu- 
flre,  yet  far  from  fordid.  How  he  pafled  his  tender 
years  and  how  his  youth,  we  have  before  fliewn. 
By  two  fignal  feats  of  his,  one  crying  and  horrid, 
the  other  exemplary  and  noble,  he  has  merited  from 
pofterity  a  mighty  portion  of  evil  fame,  nor  lefs  of 
good.  As  unworthy  the  gravity  of  this  my  fubject  I 
fhould  hold  it,  to  collect  fabulous  ftories,and  to  amufe 
with  fidionstheminds  of  my  readers  J  fo  neither  would 
I  boldly  divert  of  all  credit  fuch  traditions  as  have 
publicly  fpread  and  been  handed  down  as  matter  of 
hiftory.     The  people  of  Regium  Lepidum  recount 

^  That 
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'  That  on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Bedriacum,  a  cer- 

•  tain  bird,ruchas  was  never  beforefeen  there,  perch- 
'  ed  upon  a  ne  gbbouring  grove  much  frequented, 

•  and  that  neither  by  the  great  concourfe  of  perfons, 
'  nor  by  the  flock  of  other  birds  flying  about  her, 
'  was  {he  terrified  or  driven  thence,  till  the  moment 
'  Otho  put  an  end  to  his  life:  She  then  inflantiy 
'  difappeared  ;   and  by   fuch  as    compared  the   con- 

*  juncture  with  the  events,  the  beginning  and  end 
'  of  the  marvellous  appearance  were  found  to  coin- 

*  cide  with  the  death  of  Otho.' 

The  grief  and  wailings  of  the  foldiers  at  his  fu- 
neral, drove  them  into  a  frelh  mutiny :  nor  was 
there  any  one  to  reftrain  them.  To  Verginius  they 
applied,  and  with  many  entreaties,  with  many  me- 
naces, prefTed  him,  now  to  accept  the  fovereignty, 
anon  to  go  as  their  EmbafTador  to  Caecina  and  Va- 
lens.  Already  they  v*^ere  breaking  into  the  houfe, 
when  Verginius,  by  a  back  way,  ftole  out  and  ef- 
caped  them.  Of  the  Cohorts  which  lay  at  Brixel- 
lum,  the  petition  was  prefented  by  Rubrius  Gallus, 
and  for  them  pardon  forthwith  obtained  ;  while  at 
the  fame  time  by  the  influence  of  Flavins  Sabinus 
the  forces  under  his  command  went  over  to  the  Con- 
queror. 

When  war  had  now  every  where  eeafed,  a  great 
part  of  the  Senate  found  themfclves  expofed  to  ex- 
treme and  capital  danger,  even  all  they  who  had  ac- 
companied Otho  from  Rome,  and  were  by  him 
afterwards  left  at  Mutina.  Thither  had  word  come 
of  the  defeat :  but  the  foldiers  flighted  it  as  a  ru- 
mour void  of  truth  ;  and  as  they  guefled  the  Senate 
to  be  difafFecSied  to  Otho,  they  watched  the  words 
of  particulais,  and  wrefted  to  a  malignant  fenfc 
even  their  countenances  and  demeanour.  At  laft 
they  proceeded  to  infult  them  with  invectives  and 
reviiings,  thence  feeking  a  pretence  and  introduc- 
tion to  carnage  and  murder.     By  another  terror  too 

the 
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the   Senators    were  at  the  fame  time  preffed,  left 
^^•hile  the  party  of  Vitellius  thus  prevailed  and  pro- 
Bcred,  they  miiiht   be  fufpeacd  to  have  been  How 
and  cool  in  taking  part  in   the  viaory.     Together 
therefore  thev    met  full  of  trcmour,  perplexed  be- 
tween the  two   perils,  and   full   of  anxiety.     Nor 
had  any  one  concerted  a    fchcme  or  counfel  of  his 
own ;  fmce    each    reckoned    himfelf  the    fafer    for 
that  the  offence  was  common  to  many.     To  the 
Senators,  labouring  under  fuch  difficulty  and  dread 
a  new  weight  of  diftrefs  accrued  from  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Mutina,  who  made  them  an  offer  of  mo- 
ney and  arms,  nay,  treated  them  uith  the  high  title 
of  Confcript  Fathers ;    an    honour    altogether    ill- 

In  the  affembly  there  enfued  a  fignal  debate  and 
conteft,  as  Licinius  Ca^cina  arraigned  Eprius  Mar- 
cellus-  for  that  '  he   reafoned  in  a  flrain  equivocal 
'  and  fufpicious '     In  truth  none  of  the  red  declared 
their  fentiments  freelv.     But  the  name  of  Marcel- 
Jus,  one  abhorred  from  the  memory  of  the  accufa- 
tions  by  him  exercifed,  and  one  ftill  expofed  to  pub- 
lic hate,  was  what  prompted  C?ecina,  th  t  he  who 
was  only  a  new  man,  and  lately  affumed  into  the 
Senate,  mi^ht  by  thus  declaring  enmity  agamft  men 
of  o-reat   name,  fignalize   his   own.       They    were 
appeafed  by  the   mo'Jeration    of  men  more  worthy 
than  either.     And  now  they  all  returned  as   far -as 
Bononia,  with  def!Q;n  there  again  to  affemble  upon 
counfel.     In  the  inferval  it  was  prefumed  other  ad- 
vices more  copious  would  arrive.    At  Bononia  feve- 
ral  men  were  pofted  upon  the  feveral  roads  about  it, 
purpofely  to  examine  every  the  lateft  comer  -,  and  by 
thefe  a  freedman  of  Otho's  being  queftioned  upon 
the  caufe  of   his  departure  from  his  Lord,  anfwered, 
'  that  he  had  about  him    his  Lord's  laft   will  and 
*  commands:  alive  indeed  he  left  him,  but  diveft- 
<  ed  of  every  care  fave  fuch  as  regarded  poftenty, 

*  having 
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<  having  utterly    renounced  all  the  enjoyments  of 

*  life  and  every  inducement  to  continue  it.'  Hence 
their  admiration  of  the  man,  and  fljame  to  make 
further  enquiry.      And  thus    at   once  upon  Vitel- 

■lius  were   turned  the  thoughts  and  obedience  of  all 
the  Senators. 

At  their  deliberations  was  prefent  his  brother 
Lucius  Vitellius,  who  now  prefented  himfelf  to  be 
flattered,  as  did  they  all  to  flatter,  when  on  a  fud- 
den  Ccenus  a  freedman  of  Nero's,  by  an  impudent 
and  pernicious  lie,  afl:onied  the  whole  affembly. 
He  affirmed,  '  that  by  the  arrival  of  the  fourteenth 

*  Legion,  in   conjunction    with    the    forces  from 

<  Brixellum,  the  army  which  had  lately  conquered 

*  was  intirely  routed,  and  the  fortune  of  the  other 
'  party  retrieved  and  changed.'  What  prompted  him 
to  fuch  forgery  was,  that  Otho's  warrants  for  poll- 
horfes,  now  growing  neglecPced,  might  by  tidings 
fo  joyful  be  reftored  to  force.  Coenus,  in  truth, 
by  fuch  carriage  was  borne  in  great  fpeed  to  Rome, 
and  there,  a  few  days  after,  by  order  from  Vitelli- 
us fufFered  the  pains  of  death.  This  fiction  of  his 
heightened  the  peril  of  the  Senators,  fmce  by  the 
foldiers  of  Otho  the  relation  was  believed  to  be 
true.  It  added  notably  to  their  dread,  that,  upon 
the  appearance  of  publick  council  folemnly  holcien, 
they  had  departed  from  Mutina,  and  rellnquifhed 
the  party.  Nor  thereafter  did  they  meet  or  confult 
in  a  body,  but  every  one  for  himfelf,  till  letters 
from  Fabius  Valens  removed  their  affi'ight.  More- 
over  the  death  of  Otho,  the  higher  praife  it  claim- 
ed, with  the  more  velocity  it  flew. 

But  at  Rome  the  while  was  felt  no  fort  of  terror 
or  alarm*  The  interludes  facrcd  to  Ceres  were  in 
their  annual  courfe  of  celebration ;  and  when  into 
the  Theatre  were  brought  news  credibly  attefted, 
«  That  Otho  had  ended  his  days,  and  that  by  Flavin 
*  us  Sabinus,  governor  of  the  city,  all  the  foldiers 

*  in 
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*  in  it  were  drawn  to  fwear  allegiance  to  Vitellius,' 
forthwith  upon  the  name  of  Vitellius  the  fpec- 
tators  beftowed  their  fliouts  and  applaudings.  A- 
round  the  Temples  the  people  bore  the  images  of 
Galba,  crowned  with  laurel,  and  bedecked  with 
flowers,  and  piled  up  heaps  of  coronets  into  the  fa- 
fhion  of  a  fepulchre  clofe  by  the  lake  of  Curtius,  a 
place  contaminated  by  the  blood  of  Galba  when  he 
perifhed.  In  the  Senate  all  the  many  honours  de- 
vifed  for  former  Princes  at  intervals  and  during  a 
long  courfe  of  reigning,  were  at  once  decreed  to 
Vitellius.  To  thefe  were  fubjoined  commendations 
upon  the  German  armies,  with  public  thanks,  and 
an  embafTy  fent  to  carry  them  greetings  and  con- 
gratulations. The  letters  addreiTed  by  Fabius  Va- 
lens  to  the  Confuls  were  recited,  and  found  to  be 
conceived  in  terms  no  wife  arrogant  or  afluming ; 
but  more  acceptable  was  the  modefty  of  Cascina, 
for  that  he  had  not  prefumed  ta  fend  any. 

For  the  reft,  Italy  was  afflidled  with  calamities 
more  oppreflive  and  barbarous  than  during  the  wac 
(he  had  fufFered.  The  foldiers  of  Vitellius,  diftri- 
buted  amongft  the  colonies  and  municipal  cities,  let 
themfelves  loofe  to  fpoii  and  ravage,  by  feats  of 
cruelty  and  pollution  filling  and  contaminating  all 
places ;  and,  abandoned  to  univxrfal  rapine,  or  com- 
pounding for  rapine  at  a  price,  without  any  regard 
had  to  right  or  wrong,  fpared  neither  things  facred 
or  prophane.  There  were  thofe  too  who,  under 
the  guife  of  foldiers,  killed  their  particular  ene- 
mies. And  the  foldiers  themfelves,  as  they  well 
knew  the  country,  v/ere  every  were  marking  out  all 
well  replenifhed  farm«,  with  all  the  opulent  polTef- 
fors,  and  devoting  both  to  plunder ;  or  to  fire 
and  fword  without  mercy,  if  any  refiftance  were 
offered.  Nor  dared  their  Generals  to  reflraln  them ; 
they  who  were  themfelves  guilty,  and  awed  by  their 
men.     Of  the  two  Caecina  was  lefs  addi^ed  to 

avarice, 
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avarice,  but  more  to  court  the  favour  of  the  fol- 
diery.  Valens  was  infamous  for  pillage  and  feats 
of  rapine,  and  thence  blind  to  the  faults  and  cx- 
cefles  of  others.  For  a  good  while  paft  Italy  had 
been  exhaufted  and  languifhing  ;  fo  that  at  prefent, 
fo  mighty  a  force  of  foot  and  horfe,  with  fuch  hea- 
vy acts  of  violence,  fo  many  depredations  and  in- 
fults,  were  borne  with  great  difficulty  and  grievous 
regret. 

Vitellius  in  the  mean  time,  unacquainted  with 
the  fuccefs  of  his  own  arms,  was  marching  with  the 
refidue  of  the  German  army,  as  to  a  war  ftill  in  its 
vigour.  In  the  winter  quarters  very  few  of  the  old 
foldiers  were  left  ;  and  by  frefh  levies  haftily  m^ade 
amongfl  the  Gauls,  was  fupplied  the  juft  number  of 
men  in  the  Legions  remaining  behind.  To  Hor- 
deonius  Flaccus  he  committed  the  defence  of  the 
Rhine;  and  to  his  own  army  added  eight  thoufand 
men  drawn  from  Britain.  Having  marched  a  few 
days,  he  had  intelligence  of  the  vidlory  at  Bedri- 
acum,  and  that  by  the  death  of  Orho  the  war  was 
concluded.  He  then  afiembled  his  men,  and  from 
the  Tribunal  accumulated  many  praifes  upon  the 
bravery  of  the  foldiers.  As  the  army  now  made 
him  a  general  requeft,  that  he  would  raife  to  the  • 
Equeftrian  Dignity  his  freedman  Afiaticus,  he 
checked  a  ftrain  of  flattery  fo  difgraceful :  Anon, 
through  unfteadinefs  of  fpirit,  what  in  the  face  of 
the  public  he  had  refufcd,  he  ?t  a  banquet  privately 
conferred,  and  with  the  gold  ring  (the  badge  of  \ 
Knighthood)  dignified  Afiaticus,  a  flave  very  infa- 
mous and  vile,  and  grafping  at  power  by  all  wicked 
ways. 

About  the  fame  time  came  meffengers  with  tid- 
ings, that  to  his  party  had  acceded  both  the  Mau- 
ritanias,  Albinus  who  in  quality  of  Procurator 
governed  there,  being  flain  Luceius  Albinus  had 
been  by  Nero  preferred  to  the  government  of  Mau- 
ritania 
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ritania  ftiled  C^Efaricnfis ;  that  of  Tingltana  he  re- 
ceived afterwards  from  Galba ;  -and  thus  came  to  be 
a  leader  of  no  mean  force,  that  of  nineteen  Cohorts, 
five  Squadrons  of  horfe,  and  of  Moors  a  mighty 
hoft,  a  body  from  their  daily  exploits  in  robbing 
and  ravaging,  fit  for  thofe  of  war.  After  the  mur- 
der of  Galba,  he  became  devoted  to  Otho,  and  not 
Content  with  Africa,  was  meditating  a  dcfcent  up- 
on Spain,  fevered  from  thence  only  by  a  narrow- 
channel :  A  matter  of  terror  to  Cluvius  Rufus,  and 
he  ordered  the  tenth  Legion  to  march  down  to  the 
ihore,  as  if  he  had  been  juft  about  to  tranfport  them. 
Beforehand  werefent  over  certain  Certurions,  to  con- 
ciliate to  Vitellius  the  affections  of  the  Moors  ;  nor 
proved  it  a  hard  tafk,  (o  mighty  and  prevalent 
through  all  the  Provinces  was  the  renown  of  the 
German  army.  A  rum.our  moreover  was  fpread, 
that  Albinus,  fcorning  the  title  of  Procurator,  had 
ufurped  the  enfigns  of  Majcfty  and  the  royal  name 
of  Juba. 

As  from  hence  an  utter  change  was  wrought  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  there,  they  fell  upon  Afmi- 
us  Pollio,  who  commanded  a  Squadron  of  horfe, 
and  flew  him,  a  man  who  was  one  of  the  moft  af- 
fured  friends  of  Albinus  Feftus  too,  and  Sc'pio 
were  flain,  both  Captains  of  Cohorts.  Albinus  him- 
felf,  as  he  paffed  by  fea  from  the  Province  Tingi- 
tana,  to  that  named  Cssfarienfis,  was  murdered  up- 
on landing  :  his  wife,  who  indeed  purpofely  pre-- 
fented  himfelf  to  the  affaffin?,  was  butchered  with 
him.  Nor  into  any  part  of  thcfe  tranfactions,  or 
of  any  other,  cfid  Vitellius  make  any  inquiry.  In 
truth,  a  hafty  hearing  was  all  that  he  afforded  to 
any  affair  however  momentous,  unequal,  as  he  in- 
tirely  was,  to  every  important  deliberation.  Kis 
army  he  commanded  to  piirfue  their  prcgrefs  by  land ; 
he  himfelf  failed  dov/n  the  river  Arar,  utterly  de- 
void of  the  luftre  and  appointments  of  an  Emperor, 

Vol.  III.  H  but 
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but  only  coilfpicuous  in  tli-i  iCplay  of  his  late  and. 
ancient  indigence,  ti'l  Juniii;  Bi^fus,  Governor  of 
the  Lyonefe  Gaul,  a  man  nobly  born,  of  a  foul 
great  and  liberal,  and  of  opulence  proportionable, 
furniflied  him  with  a  princely  train,  and  accompa- 
nied hin^  in  perfon,  with  great  flate  aiid  magnifi- 
cence. But  by  this  very  behaviour  he  adminiiiered 
diilaiic,  though  Vitellius  dilguifed  his  hate  under 
many  courteous  exprefiions,  all  fervile  and  hollow. 
To  Lyons  were  come  to  attend  him  the  Generals 
of  both  parties,  the  victorious  and  the  vanquiflied. 
The  praifes  cf  '/alens  and  Caecina  he  celebrated  in 
public,  and  placed  them  on  each  fide  his  chair  of 
jftate.  Anon  he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  march 
out  and  meet  his  fon,  yer  an  infant.  He  was  brought 
covered  with  an  imperial  coat  of  armour  ;  his  fa- 
ther holding  him  thus  dreffed  in  bis  arms,  beflowed 
upon  him  the  firname  of  Gennanicus^  and  bedecked 
him  with  all  the  enfigns  and  decorations  peculiar  to 
fovereign  fortune  :  honours  which  were  conferred 
upon  him  in  the  tranfports  of  profperity,  and  alto- 
gether exceffive,  yet  ferved  him  for  confolation  iii 
\^is  enfuing  diftrefs  and  calamity. 

Next,  all  the  Centurions  fignal  for  their  fiiith  and 
bravery  in  the  caufc  of  Otho,  were  by  order  ilain. 
Hence  the  principal  difguft  amongft  the  forces  from 
Illyricum,  and  their  eftrangement  from  Vitel.ius. 
Moreover  the  reft  of  the  Legions,  fmitten  by  their 
intercourfe  with  the  others,  and  urged  by  malice 
towards  the  German  foldiery,  were  already  medi- 
tating fury  and  war.  He  had  long  poilponed  to  ad- 
mit Suetonius  Paulinus  and  Licinius  Proculus,  and 
held  them  like  wretches  in  miferable  expeclance. 
When  at  length  they  were  heard,  the  defence  which 
they  made  was  rather  what  neceflity  forced,  than 
what  honour  allowed.  Upon  thcmfelves  they  freely 
took  the  fhame  of  treafon,  and  to  a  fraud  deliberate- 
1/  concerted  between  them,  afcribed  '  the  long  and 
-2  '  weari- 
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'  wearifome  march  before  the  battle,  the  great  fa- 
'  tigue  of  Otho's  foldiers,  the  intermixing  the  car- 
*  riagcs  amongft  the  embattled  bands ;'  with  many- 
other  incidents  purely  fortuitous,  by  them  imputed 
to  contrivance.  In  efFe^Si,  V^itellius  gave  credit  to 
the  confeflion  of  their  treachery,  and  acquitted  them 
as  men  of  found  faith  and  allegiance.  Salvius  Ti- 
tlanus,  Otho's  brother,  incurred  no  fort  of  peril, 
as  there  pleaded  for  him  the  inftindl:  and  tendernefs 
of  nature,  and  his  ovi^n  impotent  fpirit.  'I  o  jVIa- 
rius  Celfus  was  referved  the  ConfuKhip  to  which  he 
had  been  formerly  defigned.  That  Cascilius  Sim- 
plex brigued  for  that  preferment  by  the  means  of 
money,  and  thence  fought  the  deftrucrion  of  Cel- 
fus, was  a  rumour  currently  believed,  and  anon 
charged  upon  him  in  the  Senate.  Vitellius  oppofedthis 
intrigue,  and  thereafter  conferred  the  Confuifhip 
upon  Simplex,  without  the  intervention  of  guilt  or 
price.  Trachalus  was  by  Galeria,  the  wife  of  Vi- 
tellius, proterf^ed  from  the  purfuits  of  his  accufers, 

'  Amidft  thefe  inftances  of  illufhious  men  under 
arraignment  and  terrors,  it  is  lliameful  to  relate  that 
of  one  Marlccus  by  birth  a  Boian,  and  one  of  the 
meaneft  ;  who,  under  the  lying  pretence  of  a  mif- 
fion  and  authority  divine,  adventured  to  throw  him- 
felf  upon   the  favour  of  fortune  during  t!ie  public 
ftruggles,  and  to  provoke  the  Roman  arms.     Al- 
ready, as  deliverer  of  the  Gauls,  and  as  a  God  (for 
this  was  the  title  which  he  affumed)  he  had  drawn 
together  eight  thoufand  men,  and  invaded  the  ad- 
joining villages  of  the  Eduans  ;  when  that  State,  ex- 
erting her  wonted  providence,  by  arraying  the  flower 
'  of  her  young  men,  aided  by  fome  Cohorts  detatch- 
j  ed  from  Vitellius,    routed   the  mad  and  vifionary 
I  multitude.     In  the  fray  Mariccus  was  taken,  and 
i  foon  after  thrown  amongil  the  wild  hearts  ;  but  be- 
caufe  they  rent  him  not,    the  Commonalty,  ever 
grofs  and  ftupid,  believed  him  not  fubjecl  to  any 
H  a  effcit 
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effort  of  violence,  till  in  the  prefence  of  Vitellius 
he  was  put  to  death. 

Neither  againit  the  Rebels  was  further  vengeance 
fhewn,  and  "to  a   man  they   efcaped  conftfcation  of 
effeds.     The  laft  Wilis  of  fuch  as  died  fighting  for 
<jtho  continued  in  force,  or   the  law  in  behalf  of 
thofe  who  died  inteftate.     In  truth,  had  the  Prince 
fet  boundstohis  luxury,  he  was  no-wife  to  be  dreaded 
for  avarice.     To  banqueting  and  voracioufnefs   he 
was  continually  borne  by  an  appetite  quite  beaftly 
and  boundlefs.   From  Rome  and  all  Italy  was  brought- 
him  whatever  tends  to  ftimulate  the  palate,  with' 
every  incentive   to  gluttony  ;  while  with  the  dinn 
of  carriers  loaded  with  viands,  the  roads  from  both 
feas  were  continually  filled.  By  the  ex  pence  of  mag- 
nificent feafting,    the   Grandees   of  the   municipal 
Cities  were  beggared  and   confumed,  nay,  the  Ci- 
ties themfelves  reduced  to  defolation.     The  foldiers, 
bv  beins  inured   to   voluptuoufnefs,  and  a  thorough 
contempt  of  their  Leader,   became  debauched  from 
all  inclination  to  military  fatigues,  from  all  fenfe  of 
virtue  and  bravery.      Before  him  he  fent  an  edi6t  to 
-Rome,  to  fignify  that  he  deferred  receiving  the^namc 
of  Aucruftus,  and  v/ould  not  accept  that  of  Cacfar  j 
when  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  preroganve  of  Im- 
perial Power  he  receded  nothing.     He  likewife  ba- 
niflied  the  Allrologers  out  of  Italy,  and  enjoined, 
under  a  rigorous   penalt' ,  that  henceforth  no  Ro- 
man Knight  fnould  debafe  himfelf  to  the  exercifes 
of  fencing  and  of  the  Theatre:  A  pra^ice  to  which 
by  former  Emperors  they  had  been  obliged,  fome- 
times  by  the  force  of  money,  oftener  by  the  violence 
of  _power.     The  Colonies 'too  and  municipal  Cities, 
from  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  iludkd  by  the  allure- 
ments of  price,  to  engage  in  fuch  proftitution  every 
young  man  fignal  for  vicious  manners. 

Vitellius,  upon  the  arrival  of  his  brother,  and  the 
influence  of  the  many  prompters  of  lawlefs  pou 


men 
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men  officioufly  winding  tliemfelves  into  favour,  was 
n;)w  grown  more  lofty  and  tyrannical,  and  thence 
commanded  Dolabella  to  be  flain,  the  fame  whom 
1  have  already  related  to  have  been  by  order  of  Otho 
confined  in  the  Colony  of  Aquine.  Dolabella,  up- 
on tidings  of  the  death  t)f  Otho,  had  returned  to 
Rome.  This  was  tiie  charge  alledged  againft  him 
before  Flavius  Sabinus  Governor  of  the  City,  by 
Plautius  Varus,  a  man  of  Pr^torian  dignity,  arid 
one  of  Doiabella's  intimate  friends.  The  crimes 
fpeciiied  were,  '  That  he  had  broken  out  of  prl- 
'  fon,  and  prefented  himfelf  as  a  new  Leader  to 
'  the  party  vanquifhed.'  The  accufcr  added,  'That 
^  he  hud  attempted  to  corrupt  the  Cohort  quartere'd 
<  at  Oftia.'  But  all  the  proof  of  crimes  fo  found- 
ing and  mighty,  utterly  failing,  Plautius  fell  into 
remorfe,  and  befought  forgivencfs  too  late  for  an 
iniquity  already  fatal.  Whilil:  about  a  matter  fo 
momentous  Flavius  Sabinus  wavered  ;  he  was  driven 
from  his  fufpence  by  a  terrible  warningr  from  Tria- 
ria,  wife  to  Lucius  Vitelliu-,  a  woman  outrageous 
and  mercilefs  beyond  her  fex,  '  to  take  heed,  that 
'  he  expofed  not  the  Prince  to  eminent  danger,  by 
'  courting  for  himfelf  the  fame  of  clemency.'  Sa- 
binus, in  his  own  temper  gentle,  yet  when  feized 
bv  dread,  eafy  to  change,  and  in  the  peril  of  a»- 
other  fearful  to  involve  himfelf,  that  he  might  not 
feem  now  to  have  fuccoured  and  upheld  the  accufed, 
lent  his  hanJ  to  pudi  down  a  man  already  failing. 

Vitellius,  therefore,  flruck  with  prefent  fear,  arid 
indeed  with  former  rancour,  for  that  Petronia  his 
divorced  wife,  had  been  by  Dolabella  forthwith  ef- 
poufed,  fent  for  him,  bv  letters,  from  Rome,  with 
direciions  to  avoid  the  Flaminian  road,  fo  great  and 
frequented,  and  to  come  round  by  Terni :  there  he 
ordered  him  to  be  murdered.  To  the  aiTailm  this 
courfe  feemed  too  tedious  :  at  an  inn  upon  the  way, 
as  Dolabella  lay  ftretched  at  length  upon  the  ground, 
H  3  he 
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he  cut  his  throat.  Mighty  was  the  Iiate  and  ab- 
horrence by  his  blood  derived  upon  the  new  reign, 
a  fample  of  which  was  now  hrft  exhibited  in  this 
tragedy.  The  arbitrary  infolence  too  of  Triaria 
became  more  glaring  by  a  fmgular  inftance  of  meek- 
nefs  in  the  fame  family,  that  of  Galeria  the  Em- 
peror's wife,  who  never  infuked  the afflicSled.  More- 
over of  the  like  chara6ler,  benevolent  and  good, 
was  Sextilia  his  mother,  a  lady  ever  conforming  to 
the  virtuous  model  of  primitive  times  :  She  is  even 
reported,  upon  the  firft  letters  from  her  fon,  to 
have  faid,    '  That  no  Germanicus  was  born  of  her 

*  but  Vitellius.'  Neither  was  her  mind  afterwards 
elated  to  joy  by  any  of  the  charms  and  inticements 
of  Imperial  fortune,  or  by  the  general  carefles  and 
afiiduity  of  the  City  ;  nor  in  the  different  fortunes 
of  her  houfe  felt  fhe  any  emotion  fave  for  its  adver- 
fity  and  fall. 

Vitellius  having  departed  from  Lyons,  was  over- 
taken by  Marcus  Cluvius  Rufus.  He,  forfaking 
Spain,  where  he  held  the  adminidration,  came  with 
many  congratulations,  much  alilimed  gladnefs  in  his 
countenance,  much  real  anguifh  in  his  foul,  and 
well  apprized  that  he  was  aflaulted  by  imputations 
various  and  highly  criminal.  Againft  him  Hilarius 
the  Emperor's  Freedman  had  urged,  '  1  hat  upon 

*  advice  of  th^conteft  of  empire  between  Vitellius 
'  and  Otho,  he  had  attempted  to  euablil]i  an  inde- 

*  pendent  principality,  and  to  appropriate  to  him- 
'  it  If  both  the  provinces  of  Spain  :     And  with  this 

*  viev/,    in   the  warrants  which  he  had  iffued,  the 

*  name  of  no  Emperor  whomfoever  was  inferted.* 
Out  of  his  public  harangues  the  accufer  prefentcd 
certain  paffages,  which  he  conllrued  to  have  been 
fo  many  malignant  invetStives  againft  Vitellius,  and 
fo  many  artful  baits  for  popular  favour  to  himfclf. 
The  credit  of  Cluvius  prevailed,  infoniuch  that 
VitelliuJ  frankly  doomed  even  bis  freedman  to  pu- 

nifhment. 
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niHiment.  Cluvius  was  taken  into  the  clafs  of  the 
Emperrr's  companions  and  favourites,  yet  not  de- 
prived of  the  govcrnmenf  of  Spain,  which  he  ftill 
admin iftered  though  abfent,  after  the  example  of 
Lucius  Arruntius,  whom  1  iberius  Csefar  had  de- 
tained from  his  Province  through  jealoufy  and  fear. 
In  detaining  of  Cluvius,  Vitellius  was  moved  by 
no  apprehenfion  at  all.  To  Trebcllius  Maximas 
the  like  honour  was  not  fhewn.  H^'  had  fled  out 
of  Britain,  feared  by  the  fury  and  menaces  of  the 
foldiers;  and  in  his  place  was  fent  Vettias  Bolanus, 
then  attending  in  the  court. 

A  fore  torment  it  proved  to  Vitellus,  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  vanquidied  Legions  continued  ilill 
fierce  and  utterly  unfubdued.  As  thefe  Legions 
were  difperfed  over  Italy  and  mixed  with  the  van- 
quifhers,  they  were  continually  breathing  the  lan- 
guage of  difafFedion  and  war.  Foremoil  in  fero- 
city and  (lernnefs  were  they  of  the  fourteenth  Le- 
gion, who  denied  confidently,  '  thai  ever  they  had 
'  been  vanquifhed  ,  for  that,  in  the  fight  at  Bedria- 
*  cum,  only  the  vexillary  bands  were  repulfed  ;  nor 
'  were  the  forces  of  the  Legion  in  the  fisld/  It  was 
therefore  refolved  to  remand  them  back  to  Britain, 
from  whence  they  had  been  called  over  by  Nero,  and 
that  with  them  in  the  mean  time  the  Batavian  Cohorts 
fhould  always  quarter,  in  confideration  of  their  old 
quarrel  with  that  Legion.  Nor  did  tranquillity  long 
hold  ainongft  men  thus  furnifiied  v/ith  arm.s,  and 
thus  mutually  inPiamcd  by  mortal  hate.  At  Turin, 
whilfl:  a  Batavian  arrai2;ned  and  infultsd  an  Artifi- 
cer as  having  defrauded  him,  and  a  foldier  of  the 
Legion  prote£led  the  Artificer  as  his  hoft,  the  fol- 
diers of  each  fide  flocked  together  to  fupport  their 
compaiiion.  After  much  railing  they  were  proceed- 
ing to  flaughter,  and  a  tragical  battle  had  enfued, 
but  that  two  Praetorian  Cohorts,  by  efpoufiug  the 
party  of  the  Legionaries,  afiured  them  of  maftery, 
H  4  ar.d 
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and  intimidated  the  Batavlans  as  the  weaker.  The 
latter  Vitellius  ordered,  as  his  faithful  adherents,  to 
be  incorporated  with  his  own  army,  and  the  Legion 
to  be  led  over  the  Graian  Alps,  bending  their  rout 
{o  as  to  avoid  Vienne  ;  for  of  the  Viennefe  too  fears 
were  entertained.  The  night  when  the  Legion 
marched  away,  by  the  fires  which  in  feveral  quar- 
ters they  left  unextinguifned  behind  them,  part  of 
the  Colony  of  Turin  was  burnt  down  :  A  difafter 
which  was  obliterated,  as  were  many  other  evils  of 
the  war,  by  the  calamities  more  mighty  and  con- 
fuming  which  befel  other  cities.  '1  he  fourteenth 
Legion  no  fooner  defcended  from  the  Alps,  but  all 
the  mofl  prone  to  mutiny  turned  their  enfigns  to- 
wards Vienne,  and  were  m.arching  thither,  till  by 
the  union  of  the  better  difpofed  they  became  re- 
ftrained,  and  thus  were  tranfported  in  a  body  to 
Britain. 

The  Pr3[?torIan  Cohorts  proved  the  next  obje6l  of 
fear  to  Vitellius.  Firfl  therefore  they  were  feparat- 
ed,  then  difcharged,  but  fweetened  with  the  com- 
pliments of  an  honourable  difmiiTion,  and  of  fur- 
rendering  their  arm,s  to  the  tribunes,  like  men  who 
had  fully  ferved  their  term  of  warfare.  But  as  foon 
as  the  war  raifed  by  Vefpafian  waxed  hot,  they 
again  betook  themfelves  to  the  exercife  of  arms, 
and  proved  the  bulwark  of  the  Flavian  party,  l^he 
£ril  Legion,  entitled  that  of  the  Marines,  was  fent 
into  Spain,  there  (o  become  t^me  by  a  courfe  of 
tranquillity  and  repofe.  The  eleventh  and  the  fe- 
venth  were  remanded  to  their  old  quarters.  The 
thirteenth  was  ordered  to  ered  two  amphitheatres, 
fm:e  Csecina  and  Valens  were  preparing  ea^  h  a  pub- 
lic combat  of  Gladiators,  the  former  at  Cremona, 
the  other  at  Bononia.  For  upon  no  counfel  or  af- 
fair^was  Vitellius  ever  fo  intent  a.  to  forego  his  di- 
vcixions  and  pleafures. 

He 
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He  hid  now  in  truth  with  competent  difcretion 
feparated  the  forces  of  the  difafFecled.      A  mongft  the 
vanquifhing  party  arof-  an   infurre6tion    which  de- 
rived   its   beginning   from   matter   of   paRime,   yet 
fuch  was  the  number  of  tlie  flain  in  it  as  brought  freih 
hate  and  horror  upon  the  war.     It  happened  when 
Vitellius   had   fat    down   to  a  banquet  in  company 
with  Verginius.       Now  the    Commanders  of  Le- 
gions  and  Tribunes   ufually  adopting  the  humour 
and    demeanour    of  the    Emperors,    praclife,    hke 
them,  rigour  and    abRinence,    or  dehght  in  vokip- 
tuoufnefs   and   banqueting;    and  the  common  men 
thence  become  vigilant  and    regular,  or   prone  to 
ads  of  licentioufnefs.       About    Vitellius   was  oniy 
feen  univerfal  diforder,  univerfal  drunkennefs,  and 
all  things  refembling  rather  nocturnal  revellings  and 
the   debauches   of    Bacchanals,  than  an  army  quar- 
tered  and  the  difcipline  of  war.      In  this  fituation 
two  foldiers,  the  one  of  the  fifth  Legion,  the  other 
from  amongfl:  the  auxiliary   Gauls,    having  while 
they  fported  together  provoked  each  other  to  wreftle, 
the  legionary  foldier  was  thrown,  and  over  him  the 
Gaul  triumphed  with  great  fcorn  :    hence  they  who 
had  allembled  only  as  beholders,  divided  ftrait  into 
two  parties  very  interefted  and  angry,  and  the  fol- 
diers of  the  Legions  falling  with  fury  upon  the  au^ 
xiliaries,  put  two  Cohorts  to  the  fword.      1  o  this 
tumult  another  tumult  proved  a  remedy.      Dull:  at  a 
diflance  and  the  luftre  of  arms  were  difcerned  ;  and 
inftantly  a  general   cry  ran  that  the  fourteenth  Le- 
gion  had   turned   back,    and  was  approaching  pur- 
poftly  to  fight.      But  it  proved  only  the  rear  of  their 
own  army,    a  difcovery  which  banifhed  their  con- 
cern.    They  chanced  in  the  mean  time  to  meet  a 
flave  belonging  to  Verginius  :    him  they  charge   rs 
one  employed  to  afiallinate  Vitellius,    and   rufh   rt 
once  into  the  banquetting  room,   where  they  infift 
that  Verginius  fliould  be  put  to  death.     In  truth, 
H  5  Vi. 
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Vitelllis,  even  he  who  was  fubje6l-  to  all  fufpicions, 
and  open  to  every  alarm,  entertained  not  the  leait 
doubt  about  the  innocence  of  Verguilus  Yet 
much  difficulty  he  found  in  retraining  the  vengeance 
of  men  fo  outrageous,  as  to  demand  with  vehe- 
mence the  bloody  doom  of  one  who  had  borne  the 
fupreme  dig'  ity  of  Conful,  and  been  once  their 
ov/n  Genera).  In  all  feditions  Verginius  found 
himfelf  threatened  and  aiiiiulted  ;  nor  was  any  one 
fo  often  as  he.  Amongft  them  their  admiration  of 
the  man  lUll  remained,  as  did  his  flgnal  fame  j  but 
for  their  offer  of  Empire  reje6led,  they  hated  him 
as  having  d'/fpifed  them. 

On  the  following  day  V'itellius  heard  the  embaf- 
fadors  from  the  Senate,  having  ordered  them  to 
await  him  there;  then  entered  the  camp,  and  upon 
the  affc61ionate  zeal  of  the  foldiers  heaped  much 
applaufe.  But  the  auxiliaries  ftormed,  that  the 
foldiers  of  the  Legions  fliould  dare  to  commit  fo 
much  outrage,  yet  h:  d  fo  much  impunity.  The 
Batavian  Cohorts  th-T-fore,  to  divert  them  from 
venturing;  upon  any  tragical  exploit,  were  fcnt  back 
to  Germany  :  for  the  i:  ates  were  already  concert- 
ing the  rife  of  war  at  once  inteftine  and  foreign. 
To  their  feveral  territories  were  difmified  all  the 
auxiliary  Gauls,  in  number  immenfe,  and  levied  at 
the  beginning  of  the  revolt,  as  proper  to  fweli  the 
pomp  and  terror  of  the  war.  For  the  reft;  that 
the  revenues  of  the  empire,  already  impaired  and 
exhaufted,  might  be  able  to  fupply  his  extravagant 
largefTes,  he  ordered  the  number  of  men  in  the  Le- 
gions and  auxiliary  troops  to  be  retrenched;  all 
recruits  were  forbid  ;  nay,  difcharges  without  dif- 
tind^ion  were  proffered :  A  deadly  blow  to  the 
Commonweal,  and  to  the  foldiers  matter  of  great 
difguft  ;  fmce  upon  them,  now  reduced  to  a  few, 
refted  all  the  military  duties  before  fhared  amongft 
r>iany,  and  they  were  expofed  to  letunis  jnore  irG- 

c[uent 
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quent  of  perils  and  fatigue.  Moreover  their  vigour 
was  daily  broken  and  corrupted  by  their  luxurious 
Jiving,  fo  oppofite  to  the  antient  difcipiine  and  in- 
ilitutions  of  our  anceilors,  in  wh.)fe  clays,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Roman  State,  virtue  was  found  to 
excel  money. 

Vitellius  from  thence  bent  his  courfe  to  Cremo- 
na, and  having  there  beheld  the  public  fports  exhi- 
bited by  Carina,  conceived  a  longing  to  vifit   the 
field    of   Bedriacumj    and,    with  his  own  eyes,  to 
furvey  the  fcene  and   traces  of  the  recent  vi<5i:ory : 
A    fpedtacle   horrible  and   tragical,  not  quite  forty 
days  fince  the  bat  le ;   bodies  all  rent  and  deformed  ; 
limbs  and  joints  torn  from  their  feveral  trunks  ;  the 
carcaiTes  of  horfes  and  of  men,  putrid  and  dlfTolv- 
iig;    the  ground   dyed   and  drenched  with  corrup- 
tion and  gore;  all  the  trees  felled,  all  the  corn  trod- 
den under  foot;     the  whole  a   fcene  of  deftru£^ion 
fhocking  and  fad.     Nor  fewer  were  the  ghaftly  re- 
mains of  cruelty  and  daughter  Hill  to  be  (i^en  upon 
part    of   the   road  itfelf,  even   that   part  which  the 
people  of  Cremona  had    now  beftrewed  with  rofes 
and   laurel,    having   reared   many  aitars,    and  flain 
many  victims,  accordi  :g  to  the  fervile  behaviour  of 
foreign  nations  to  their  Royal  Tyrants  :    Flights  of 
feftivity  by  which,    however  gladfome   at   prefent, 
they  anon  brought  defolation  and  the  fword  of  ven- 
geance upon  their  ov/n  heads.     Valcns  and  Ca'cina 
accompanied  him,  and  pointevl  out  tl  e  feveral  quai"- 
ters  of  the  combat  ;    '  Here  the  embattled  Legions 
'  rufhed  to  the  onfet ;    here  the  horfe  in  a  body  be- 

*  gan  the  afiault ;    from  thence  the  bands  of  auxi- 

*  liaries  encompafTed  the  foe  '  Then  the  feveral 
Tribunes  and  Captains  recounted  and  magnified 
their  own  feats  of  bravery  ;  a  wild  medley  of  h\3s 
and  of  falfehood,  at  leaft  of  truths  heightened  by 
boads  and  invention.  The  common  foldipir.  like 
wife,  in  a  tranfportof  joy  and  ihguts,  turned  afide 

H  6  fiQin 
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from  the  road,  to  review  the  field.  From  fpace  ta 
rpace  they  called  to  mind  every  piece  of  ground 
where  the  Teveral  conflicts  pafled  ;  they  nxed  their 
(yes  upon  the  high  heaps  of  arms  ;  they  beheld  the 
i  odies  of  the  Oain  piled  up  in  hills;  beheld,  and 
marvelled.  Some  too  there  were  fenfibly  touched 
with  concern  for  the  variable  lofs  of  all  things  hu- 
iran,  and  overcome  with  commiferation  and  tears. 
But  from  the  fad  fcene  Vitellius  turned  not  once  his 
eyes,  and  at  the  fight  of  fo  many  thoufand  Roman 
Citizens  ilain  and  unburied,  felt  no  horror.  Nay, 
hence  he  even  found  caufe  for  much  joy,  and  pre- 
feoted  a  pompous  faciifice  to  the  tutelar  Deities  of 
the  place  :  fo  little  was  he  aware  of  his  own  dole- 
ful fate  (o  near  at  hand. 

There  followed  the  combat  of  Gladiators,  Ia' 
FabiusValens  exhibited  at  Bononia,  whither  all  tlie 
decorations  of  the  entertainment  had  been  brought 
from  Rome.  The  nearer  Viteli us  advanced  to  Bo- 
nonia, the  more  debauched  and  loofe  proved  his 
inarch.  Amongir  his  military  bands  were  blended 
bands  of  comedians  ajid  herds  of  eunuchs,  with  all 
tiic  other  ludicrous  pageantry  anlwerable  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Court  in  Nero's  reign  :  for  of  Nero 
Idmfelf  too,  Vitellius  always  fpoke  with  admira- 
tion and  piaife.  In  truth,  as  often  as  the  former 
v/ent  about  finging,  the  other  had  never  failed  to 
follov/  him  from  place  to  place,  by  no  necefiity 
conftrained,  as  was  every  man  raoft  confpicuous  for 
worth,  but  purely  as  the  fold  flave  of  a  oluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  purchafed  by  the  price  and  allurem.ents  of 
gorging.  That  he  might  procure  to  Valens  and 
V^secina  fome  vacant  months  for  exercifmg  the  Con- 
fuliliip,  the  term  appoijited  for  others  was  abridged. 
Of  the  appointment  of  Marti  us  Macer  to  that  of- 
/ice,  no  notice  was  taken  ;  for  that  he  had  been  a 
General  in  the  party  of  Otho.  Valerius  Marinui-, 
one  defigned  Coiiful  by  Galba,  he  poflponcd  to.  a 

fur- 
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furtlier  time ;  for  no  oiTence  given,  but  as  a  man 
gentle  and  patient,  and  apt  to  acquiefce  under  any 
injury.  Pedanius  Cofta  was  pafled  over;  one  dif- 
tafteful  to  the  Prince,  as  having  engaged  in  the  de- 
fign  againft  Nero,  and  urged  Verginius  to  arms. 
But  for  depriving  Cofta  other  caufes  than  thefe  were 
afTigned.  Nay,  to  Vitellius,  for  fuch  inftances  of 
partiality,  folemn  thanks  were  befides  returned, 
iuirable  to  the  habit  of  tamenefs  and  fervitude  long 
fmce  eftablifhed. 

Not  beyond  a  few  days  lafted  a  cheat  and  delu- 
fion  then  prevailing,  though  its  firft  rife  and  efForts 
were  vigorous  and  popular.  A  certain  perfon  had 
ftarted  up,  alledging  '  himfelf  to  be  Scribonianus 
'  Camerinus,  and  that  during  the  days  of  Nero  he 
'  had,  through  dread  of  the  Tyrant,  lived  con- 
'  cealed  in  Hiftria  ;  for  that,  there,  ftill  were  found 
'  the  followers  and  poireiTions  of  the  antient  Craffi, 

*  and,  there,   yet  remained  partiality  and  fondnefs 

*  for  the  name.'  As  he  had  therefore  afTumed  a 
number  of  ailociates,  fellows  the  moft  abandoned, 
to  affift  him  in  conducting  his  plot,  the  populace, 
ever  prone  to  credulity,  were  already  flocking  to 
him  with  contending  zeal ;  as  were  fome  of  the 
foldiers,  v/hether  unapprized  of  the  truth,  or  from 
a  paffion  for  public  commotions  j  when  he  him- 
felf was  haled  away,  as  a  prifoner,  before  Vitel- 
lius, and  queftioned,  what  manner  of  man  he  was? 
Wh.  n  to  his  words  no  credit  was  given,  and  as  hjs 
Lord  knew  him  to  be  Geta  his  fugitive  flave,  (fuch 
was  his  name  and  condition  of  life)  he  was  doom- 
ed to  die  after  the  manner  of  flaves. 

Scarce  credible  it  is  to  recount,  to  what  an  amaz- 
ing degree  of  pride  and  knMeffnQfs  Vitellius  fwelled, 
when  by  his  intelligencers  from  Syria  and  Judasa, 
he  was  informed  that  the  Provinces  in  the  Eaft  had 
taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  him.  For,  the  Name 
of  Vefpafian,  however  fleeting  the  rumour^  about 

him 
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him  were,  and  no  wife  to  be  traced  to  any  certain 
authors,  yet  employed  popular  fame,  and  the  mouths 
of  men  ;  and  upon  the  mention  of  him  Viteilius 
would  frequently  flart.  Upon  the  arrival  of  this 
tidings,  both  Emperor  and  Army,  as  having  now 
no  rival  power  to  dread,  aiTuming  the  hofhle  de- 
meanour of  aliens  and  barbarians,  became  aban- 
doned to  all  the  excefTes  of  cruelt;,  luft,  and  ra-- 
pine. 

Now  Vefpafian,  the  while,  was  carefully  weigh- 
ing the  bufinefs  of  war  and  arms,  and  eflimating 
the  feveral  forces,  thofe  at  a  (iiftance,  and  thofe  at 
hand.  To  himfelf  his  foldiers  were  fo  devoted, 
that  when  before  them  he  took  the  oath  to  Viteilius 
(as  a  precedejit  for  them  to  follow)  and  wifhed  him 
a  profperous  reign,  they  heard  him  with  difguit  and 
fijence.  The  fpirit  of  Mucianus  was  no  wife  in- 
different to  Vefpafian,  and  even  fond  of  Titus. 
Alexander,  Governor  (jf  Egypt,  had  already  en- 
gaged in  the  defign.  For  his  cwn  he  accounted  the 
third  Legion  then  in  Mcefia,  fince  out  of  Syria  it 
had  been  tranflated  thither.  Hopes  too  were  enter- 
tained, that  the  other  Legions  in  illyricum  would 
efpoufe  the  fame  interefl:.  For  all  the  armies,  where- 
foever,  had  been  incenfed  by  the  infults  and  arro- 
gance of  t'.e  foldiers  who  were  daily  arriving  from 
Viteilius  ;  for  that  thefe  men,  in  their  perfons  fierce 
and  turbulent,  in  fpeech  hideous  and  favage,  fcorn- 
ed  all  the  reil  as  men  defpicaole  and  inferior.  In 
concerting,  however,  the  fcheme  of  the  war,  one 
fo  arduous  and  mighty,  there  intervened  frequent 
hefitation  and  doubt ;  and  Vefpafian,  though  fome- 
tlmes  confirmed  in  hope,  yet  often  revolved  upon 
the  dangers  incurred,  and  a  difciftrous  hTue.     '  What 

*  an  awful   and   important  day   to  him  muft  that 

*  prove,   when  he  caft  himfelf  upon  the  fate  and  ca- 

*  price  of  war  at  the  age  of  fixty,  and  his  two  fons 

*  in  tRe  prime  of  their  yearsi'     jo  private  piwrfuits, 

*  room 
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*  room  was  always  left  for  retreat,  and  for  making 
'  more  or  iefs  ufe  of  fortune,  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
<  purfuers  To  thofe  who  ftrive  for  fovereignty, 
«  no  middle  lot  remains  3  but  reign  they  muft  or 
«  perifli/ 

Before  his  eyes  he  fet  the  great  ftrength  of  the 
German  Army,  a  thing  perfedly  known  to  him 
v/ho  was  a  military  man.  '  In  the  ftruggles  of  the 
*■  civil  war,  his  ovjn  Legions  had  no  part  or  trial, 
when  thofe  of  Vitellius  had  been  the  conquerors  ; 
and  amongft  the  conquered,  complaints  were 
found  more  abounding  than  force.  Slippery  and 
frail  had  public  combufti  ns  and  the  flrife  of  par- 

*  ties  rendered  the  faith  of  the  foldiers,  and  from 
'  every  individual  amongft  tliem  d  .nger  was  to  be 

apprehended.  For,  in  truih,  what  fecurity  could 
accrue  from  battahons  of  foot  and  fquadrons  of 
horfe,  if  one  particular  man  or  two  were  refolv- 
ed,  by  a  bold  murder,  to  earn  a  ready  reward 
from,  the  oppofite  party  ?  It  was  thus  Scrlbonlanus 
'  was  (lain  under  Claudius  ;  it  was  thus  Volaginius 
'  his  afTaffin,  from  a  common  foldier,  came  to  be 

*  promoted  to  the  higheft  pofls  in  the  army.  A 
'  much  eafier  tafk  it  were  to  excite  them  in  a  body 
'  to  any  def  gn,  than  to  efcape  the  wicked  defigns 
*■  of  particulars.' 

Whilft  under  apprehenGons  like  thefe  he  conti- 
nued wavering,  not  only  the  reft;  of  the  Comman- 
ders and  all  his  perfonal  friends  ftrove  to  invigorate 
his  hopes,  but  Mucianus  too,  after  many  reafon- 
ings  with  him  in  fecret,  applied  to  him  openly  in 
the  following  ftile.  '  To  all  who  de'iberate  about 
'  attempts  great  and  important,  it  is  expedient,  that 
'  they  eftimate  vv^hether  what  they  undertake  be 
'  profitable  to  the  State,  and  to  themfelves  honour- 
'  able;  whether  to  be  readily  accompliftied,  at  leaft 
'  not  attended  with   glaring  difficulties.     Of  him 

*  too  who  propofes  the  counfel  a  judgment  is  to  be 

^  made. 
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'  made,  whether  to  fupport  his  counfel  he  freely 
'  ventures  his  perfon  ;  as  alfo,  if  fortune  profper 
'  the  enterprize,  upon  whom  it  is  that  the  glory  of 
'  the  whole  devolves.  It  is  1  who  call  thee,  Vefpa- 
*  fian,  to  Imperial  Power  3  a  propofal  equally  Va- 
«  lutary  to  the  Commonweal,  as  to  thyfelf  illuftrious 
'  and  grand  :  And,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
«  Deities,  in  thy  own  hands  the  iffue  refls.  Nor 
'  needeft  thou  in  this  propofal  fear  any  fhadow  of 
«  flattery.  Nearer  it  borders  upon  matter  of  io-.  , 
'  nominy  than  upon  matter  of  praife,  to  be  chofen 
'  Emperor  after  Vitellius.  It  is  not  againft  the 
'  lively  fprrit  of  the  deified  Augufujs  that  we  have 
'  a  revolt  to  maintain,  nor  againfl  the  old  age  of 
'  Tiberius,  crafty  and  cautious ;  nor,  in  truth, 
'  againfl  the  family  of  Caligula,  Claudius,  or  Nero, 
«  a  family  fo  long  errabliihed   in   the  polTeffion  of 

<  Sovereignty.       Nay,  to  G  alba  too,  in  honour  of 

<  the  ancient  fplendor  of   his  lineage,   thou  didft 
'  yield  place.      Further  to  linger  in   acquiefcence 

<  and   floth,    and  abandon  the  Commonwealth   to 

<  this  miferable  lot   of  dehafement  and  perdition, 
*  would  argue  a  foul  quite  cowardly  and  benummecf, 

were  it  even  poffible  that  from  fuch  a  flate  of  fer- 
vitide  thou  could  reap,  as  of  infamy  an  inevi- 
table ftock,  fo  an  equal  (hare  of  fecurity.  Al- 
ready elapfed  and  vanifned  is  the  time  when  thou 
mighteft  have  been  thought  to  have  entertained  a 
pallion  for  the  pleafure  of  reigning.  At  pre  fen  t, 
it  behoves  thee  to  fly  to  the  pofleilion  of  Sove- 
reignty, as  to  a  (belter  for  thy  life.  Can'ft  thou 
forget  the  doom  of  Corbulo,  how  that  o;!eat  Ge- 
neral was  murdered  ? .  A  man  for  blood  and  de- 
fcent  more  renowned,  I  confefs  than  we  are : 
but  Nero  too  in  the  fplendor  of  his  race  furpafled 
ViteJIius  Ever  fufficiently  illuftrious,  in  the  eyes  '' 
of  him  who  dreads,  is  the  man  who  caufes  hfs 
*  dread.      And,  that  a  provincial  army  may  create 

'  an 
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an  Emperor,  V'ltcHius  himfelf  is  a  living  example  ; 
he  who  had  never  been  bred  a  fbldier,  he  who 
had  no  reputation  in  war,  he  who  was  thus  pro- 
moted only  becaufc  Galba  was  hated.  Even 
Otho,  who  in  truth  was  overcome  by  no  condu6t 
.  in  the  oppofite  Leader,  nor  by  any  fupcrior  force 
.of  arms,  but  by  his  own  overhafty  renouncing  of 
life,  is,  by  the  behaviour  of  Vitellius,  rendered  a 
Prince  great  in  name,  and  highly  regretted.  Yet 
even  now  he  is  difperfmg  the  Legions,  di farming 
the  Cohorts,  and  daily  furnifhing  frefli  materials 
for  war.  Whatever  ardour  and  bravery  might 
have  been  heretofore  found  in  his  foldiers,  iswafK 
ed  and  enfeebled  by  chambering  and  riotous  liv- 
ing, and  by  emulating  the  excelfes  of  their  Em- 
peror. At  your  command  you  have  nine  Le- 
gions, intire,  from  Judaea,  and  Syria,  and  Egypt; 
forces  by  no  wars  exhaufted,  by  no  mutinies  de- 
bauched, but  men  affured  by  long  regularity  and 
trial,  and  accuflomed  to  vi6lory  over  foreign  foes. 
PVom  your  fiiipping  and  fleets,  from  auxiliary 
battalions  of  fcmt,  and  fquaorons  of  horfe,  you 
have  powerful  fuccours  and  referves.  You  have 
confederate  Kings  for  your  faithful  adherents; 
and,  what  furpafies  the  affiftance  of  all  men,  you 
have  you  own  ability  and  experience. 
'  To  myfeJf  1  arrogate  nothing,  further  than 
that  I  be  not  ranked  behind  Valens  and  Caecina. 
Yet  do  not  therefore  fcorn  Mucianus  for  an  afib- 
ciate,  becaufe  you  find  that  he  pretends  not  to  be 
your  rival.  1  prefer  my(c\f  to  Vitellius,  and  to 
myfelf  you.  Your  houfe  w^as  diftinguifhed  with 
triumphal  honours,  and  you  are  the  father  of  two 
fons  both  in  the  bloom  of  life;  one  of  them  al- 
ready capable  of  fuftaining  the  weight  of  Empire, 
one  who  in  his  firft  efTays  in  war,  amongfl  the 
German  Armies,  acquired  with  them  too  a  name 
of  renown.     Abfurd  it  were  in  me  not  to  yield 

'  the 
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*  the  Empire  to  him  whofe  fon  I  fhould  prefently 

*  adopt,  if  I  niyfelf  were  Emperor.     For  the  re  A  ; 

*  of  the  good  and  evil  of  fortune  an  equal  meafure 

*  will  by  no  means  accrue  to  us  both  ;  fince  if  wc 
'  conquer,  the  honour  wliich  you  fhall  chufe  to 
'  beftow,  I  fliall  enjoy.     Rifques  and   dangers  wc 

*  fhall  bear  alike  :    or,  which   is  more  eligible,  do 

*  you  command  thefe  armies  here,  and  upon  me 
'  confer  the  dire6lion  of  the  war,  and  the  ambigu- 

*  ous  events  of  battle.      More  rigidly  at  this    very 

*  time  are  rules  and  difcipline  pra6tifed  by  the  con- 

*  quered  than  by  the  conquerors ;  as  the  former  are, 

*  through  indignation,  through  defpite,  and  thirit 
<  of  vengeance,  awakened  and  prompted   to  mag- 

*  nanimity ;  while  the  others,  from  a  fpirit  of  con- 

*  ceit  and  loftinefs,  and  difdain  of  duty,  are  lapfmg 
:*  faft   into  effeminacy  and  languor.     Amongft  the 

*  victorious  party  there  are  grievous  v/ounds  noW 
'  covered  and  inflamed,  fuch  as  the  war  itfelf  will 

*  not  fail  to  difcover  and  lay  open.      Nor  do   I 

*  place  higher  confidence  in  your  known  vigilance, 

*  parfimony  and  wifdom,  than  in  the  ftupidity, 
«  folly  and  cruelty  of  Vitellius.       Add,    that  fafer 

*  is  our  lot  in  war  than  in  peace  :    for,  they  who 

*  confult  about  revolting,  have  already  revolted.' 

After  this  difcourfe  from  Muclanus  the  reft  grew 
more  confident.  They  furrounded  him,  exhorted 
him,  and  laid  before  him  the  propitious  refponces  of 
Oracles,  and  pofition  of  the  frars.  Neither  was  he 
exempt  from  fuch  fuperftitlon ;  he,  who  coming 
foon  after  to  be  Emperor,  retained  openly  about 
him  one  Seleucus  a  fortune-teller,  to  guide  his 
counfcls,  and  prognofticate  events.  In  his  mind  he 
revolved  certain  prefages  paft.  In  his  grounds  a 
cyprefs  tree  fignally  tall  had  fuddenly  fallen,  and  on 
the  day  following,  rifmg  again  upon  the  fame  foun- 
dation, rcfumed  frefh  growth  and  verdure,  with 
more  hcighth  and  a  thicker  trunk  :  A  mighty  omen 

and 
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and  big  with  felicity,  according  to  the  concurring 
teftimbJiy  of  the  foothfayers ;  and  hence 'to  Vcfpa- 
fian,  then  in  his  early  bloom,  afliirance  was  given 
of  fignal  grandeur  in  the  State.  Yet  at  firft,  by  his 
inveftiture  with  the  decorations  of  triumph,  by  bear- 
ing the  dignity  of  the  Confulfhip,  and  his  renown 
in  vanqiiifhing  the  Jews,  the  whole  prefage  Teemed 
to  have  been  literally  accomplifhed.  When  he  had 
pafTed  through  thefe  honours,  he  grew  to  believe 
that  the  Empire  was  verily  the  thing  prefaged.  Be- 
tween Judaea  and  Syria  flands  mount  Carmel,  the 
place  and  the  Deity  of  the  place  bearing  the  fame 
name.  Nor  Is  the  God  diitinguifhed  by  any  ftatue 
or  any  temple,  but  only  by  an  altar  reared,  and 
worfhip  ofiered.  Such  is  the  primitive  inftitution 
by  tradition  preferved.  To  Vefpafian,  as  he  offer- 
ed facriiice  there,  and  while  his  foul  was  labouring 
under  the  agitations  of  his  own  occult  hopes  and 
views,  Bafilides  the  prieft,  having  diligently  furvey- 
ed  the  entrails,  declared,  'Whatever  defign  it  is 
'  that  thou  doft  meditate,  O  Vefpafian,  whether  to 
'  build  a  houfe,  or  to  extend  thy  domains,  or  to  en- 
'  large  thy  train  of  Haves ;  to  thee  is  granted  a 
'  fettlement  large  and  mighty,  infinite  bounds,  and 
'  multitudes  of  men.'  Myfterious  words  which  po- 
pular fame  failed  not  then  prefently  to  difperfe,  nor 
at  this  junvflure  to  explain  and  apply.  Neither  did 
ought  more  commonly  employ  the  tongues  of  the 
populace,  or  furnifh  more  frequent  matter  of  dif- 
courfe  in  his  own  hearing;  as  to  thofe  who  rely 
upon  hope,  fuch  foothing  fpeeches  are  more  abun- 
dantly ufed. 

Having  now  afcertained  their  common  purfuit, 
they  parted,  Mucianus  to  Antloch,  Vefpafian  to 
Csefarea ;  this  the  Metropolis  of  Judea,  the  former 
that  of  Syria.  At  Alexandria  firft  was  begun  the 
example  of  transferring  the  Empire  to  Vefpafian, 
through  the  haile  and  zeal  of  Tiberius  Alexander, 

who 
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who  brought  the  Legions  there  to  fwear  alkgiance 
to  him  on  the  firft  of  July.  And  this  was  the.  da- 
kept  and  folemnized  ever  afterwards,  as  the  firR  or 
his  reign  y  though  the  army  in  Jud:ta  took  to  him- 
fclf  in  perfon  the  fame  oath  on  the  third  of  Julr, 
with  fuch  fignal  ardour,  that  they  v/ould  not  v.-ait 
the  arrival  of  Titus,  who  was  then  on  his  jourr.ty 
back  from  Syria  :  For  by  him  were  all  the  mcafurcs 
taken  between  his  father  and  Mucianus  negociated. 
By  the  mere  vehemence  and  paffion  of  the  foldicrs 
the  whole  affair  was  tranfcicPied,  without  any  afiem- 
bly  called,  without  drawing  the  Legions  together. 

Whilft  a  proper  tim^e  and  place  were  awaited  i  r 
beginning  the  revolt,  aiid  it  Vv^as  yet  uncertain  v»!i  j 
Ihould  declare  firft,  a  circumftance  of  eminent  dif- 
ficulty in  tranfadions  of  this  moment;  whilft  his 
mind  was  flill  exercifed  with  the  impulfes  of  hope 
and  of  fear,  with  the  call  and  di6^ates  of  prudence, 
with  the  force  and  operation  of  cafualties  ;  once 
when  he  came  forth  from  his  chamber,  certain  fol- 
dierSy  in  number  ver)  few,  pofted  in  their  ufual  or- 
der and  ftation,  as  if  they  had  been  ready  to  falute 
him  by  the  wonted  name  of  General,  faluted  him 
;  by  that  of  Emperor  l^hither  then  inftantly  throng- 
ed all  the  reft,  and  upon  him  accumulated  the  tiiles 
of  Cafar  and  Auguftus,  and  every  one  {^Sz  peculiar 
to  Sovereignty.  His  fpirit  now  reiinquiftied  fear  to 
follow  fortune.  Li  his  afpcct  nothing  of  Icftlnefs 
•  appeared,  nothing  arrogant,  nor  any  nev/  behavi- 
our under  his  new  characler.  As  foon  as  he  had. 
-recovered  the  fuU.ufeof  his  fight,  dazzled  at  fn^ 
by  the  glare  of  a  change  fo  fuddtn  and  fo  mighty, 
he  fpoke  to  them  in  the  language  and  fpirit  of  a 
foldier,  and  received  returns  of  wifhcs  and  accla- 
mations altogether  afte6tionatc  and  manifold.  ]\lu- 
cianus,  who  only  waited  for  thefe  glad  tidings,  ad- 
miniftered  to  his  foldiers,  who  were  themfclves  in 
truth  chearfully  difpofed,  the  oath  to  Vefpafian.  He 

then 
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then  went  into  the  Theatre  at  Antloch,  the  place 
where  that  people  are  wont  to  aiTcmble  upon  all 
matters  of  deliberation  ;  and  there,  to  the  crowd 
flocking  to  attend  him,  and  abandoned  to  humour 
him  with  all  fervile  fycophancy,  made  an  harangue : 
For,  even  in  the  Greek  eloquence  he  could  acqut 
himfelf  with  abundant  grace,  and  poiTeiled  a  par- 
ticular talent,  of  heightning  with  notable  pon-;p 
whatever  he  fpoke,  and  whatever  he  acled.  No- 
thing (o  efFecStually  enflamed  the  province  and  the 
army  as  what  Mucianus  afHrmed,  '  That  it  was  the 
'  fixt  purpofe  of  Vitellius  to  tranfplant  the  German 
'  Legions  into  Syria,  there  to  enjoy  a  fervice  full 
'.  of  gain  and  full  of  tranquillity  ;  and,  in  exchange, 
'  to  convey  the  Legions  in  Syria  to  cold  encanip- 
'  ments  in  Germany,  a  horrid  climate,  and  a  fad 
'  fcene  of  fatigues.'  The  truth  is,  not  only  were 
the  inhabitants  of  Syria  well  pleafed  with  the  fol- 
diers  their  accuftomed  gucfts,  and  in  many  inflances 
were  linked  with  them  in  blood  and  alliances  ;  but 
to  the  foldiers  too,  from  their  ancient  fettlement 
there,  their  quarters  were  become  natural  and  fami- 
liar, and  dear  as  their  own  native  dwellings. 

Before  the  fifteenth  of  July  the  whole  Province 
of  Syria  had  taken  the  fame  oath.  To  the  party 
too  there  acceded  Kin^  Sohemus  with  the  forces  of 
his  kingdom,  a  power  very  confiderable ;  as  did  An- 
tiochus,  mighty  in  wealth  long  fince  acquired,  and 
of  all  the  Kings  who  were  vafTals  to  Rome,  the  moil 
opulent.  Prefently  after  Agrippa,  roufed  by  exprefTes 
fecretly  difpatched  horn  his  friends  in  the  Eaft  urg-, 
ing  him  to  leave  Rome,  departed  ere  Vitellius  was 
aware  of  his  defign,  and  returned  with  great  expe- 
dition by  fea.  Nor  with  lefs  vigour  did  C^een  Be- 
renice fupport  the  fame  intereil,  then  in  her  full 
bJnom  of  youth  and  beauty,  and  even  to  Vefpafian, 
old  as  he  M^as,  very  agreeable  for  her  liberality  and 
magnificent  gifts.     Allegiance  was  likev/ife  fworn 

by 
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by  all  the  maritime  Provinces  extending  to  Afia  and 
Achaia,  and  by  all  the  midland  regions  bordering 
upon  Pontus  and  both  Armenias  ;  countries  how- 
ever vi'here  the  Lieutenant  Generals  their  Gover- 
nors, ruled  w^ithout  armies :  for,  hitherto  there  were 
no  Legions  quartered  in  Cappadocia.  At  Berytus 
a  council  was  eftablifhed  for  the  direclion  of  all  mo- 
mentous affairs.  Hither  repaired  Mucianus  with  a 
train  of  General  OiEcers  and  Tribunes,  and  of  all 
fuch  Centurions  and  private  men  as  made  a  fplendid 
appearance.  From  the  army  too  in  Judaea  came  a 
number  of  thofe  who  were  accounted  the  principal 
ornaments  and  glory  of  the  camp.  A  multitude  fo 
mighty  of  foot  and  horfe,  with  the  pomp  and  pa- . 
rade  of  Kings,  ftriving  to  furpafs  each  other,  fur- 
nifhed  the  appearance  of  the  court  and  grandeur  of 
an  Emperor. 

The  firft  flep  taken  for  profecuting  the  war,  was 
to  enlift  men,  and  to  recall  to  the  fervice  the  dif- 
mifled  veterans.  For  the  forging  of  arms  fortified 
Cities  were  allotted.  At  Antioch  money  was  coin- 
ed, gold  and  filver.  And  all  thefe  undertakings 
were,  in  their  feveral  quartei*s,  diligently  difpatched 
by  careful  and  capable  infpe^lors.  Vcfpafian  him- 
felf  was  continually  applying  to  all,  continually 
prefling  and  encouraging  them  :  7'he  deferving  he 
animated  by  commendations,  the  lazy  and  flow  by 
his  example  more  frequently  than  by  corre£^ion  ; 
ever  more  forward  to  be  blind  to  the  vices  of  his 
friends  and  followers  than  to  their  virtues.  Many 
of  them  he  preferred  to  the  rule  of  particular  dif- 
trifts,  many  to  be  Comptrollers  for  the  Emperor  in 
the  Provinces,  feveral  to  the  dignity  of  Senators  ; 
men  who  proved  of  fignal  merit,  and  thereafter  ac- 
quired the  highefl  honours  in  the  State.  Some  there 
were  whofe  dcfc£t  of  virtue  was  fupplied  by  fortune. 
Of  any  donative  to  the  foldiery,  neither  did  Mu- 
cianus, in  his  firft  fpepch,  prefent  them  with  any 

other 
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other  than  very  narrow  hopes,  nor  in  truth  did  Vef- 
pafiao,  in  the  heat  of  civil  war,  propofe  one  higher 
than  others  had  been  wont  to  propofe  during  full 
peace ;  as  he  was  a  Leader  of  exemplary  firmnefs 
againft  courting  the  foldiers  by  largefles,  and  thence 
followed  by  an  army  better  and  more  uncorrupt.  To 
the  Parthians  and  Armenians  Embafladors  were  fent, 
and  provifion  made,  that  when  the  Legions  were 
withdrawn  to  profecute  the  civil  war,  the  countries 
behind  fhould  not  be  left  naked  and  defencelefs.  It 
was  refolved  that  Titus  fhould  pufh  the  war  in  Ju- 
daea, and  Vefpafian  feize  the  ftraits  leading  into 
Egypt.  To  encounter  Vitellius  part  of  the  forces 
were  judged  fufficicnt,  with  Mucianus  for  their 
Leader,  and  the  nanje  of  Vefpafian,  and  propitious 
fate,  which  fcorns  all  terror  and  every  obftacle.  To 
all  the  Armies  and  Generals  letters  were  fent,  with 
orders,    '  That  the  Praetorian  foldiers,  who  bore 

*  enmity  to  Vitellius  for  difcharging  them,  fliould 

*  be  invited  to  arms  by  the  offer  of  a  reward,   even 
'  that  of  reftoring  them  to  their  former  ftation.' 

Mucianus  at  the  head  of  an  expedite  band,  and 
a6ling  like  a  collegue  rather  of  the  Empire  than  a 
minifter  of  the  Emperor,  proceeded  on  his  march, 
neither  with  a  lingering  pace,  lefl  he  fhould  be 
thought  to  paufe  and  procraftinate,  nor  with  notable 
hafte,  fmcc  he  would  allow  fpace  for  fame  to  fwell 
the  terror  of  his  approach  ;  as  he  was  well  aware, 
how  few  his  forces  were,  and  that  of  things  remote 
and  unfeen  much  higher  are  the  apprehenfions  than 
the  reality.  After  him  however  there  marched  a 
huge  body,  the  fixth  Legion  and  thirteen  thoufand 
Vexillaries.  The  Fleet  he  commanded  to  be  re- 
moved from  Pontus  to  Byzantium  3  wavering  in. 
opinion,  whether  he  fhould  not  let  alone  Mcefia, 
and  leading  his  forces  foot  and  horfe  flrait  to  Dyr- 
rhachium,  befet  at  the  fame  time  with  his  Gallies 
the  fea  towards  Italy ;  fmce  by  this  courfe  he  fhould 

leave 
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leave  Achaia  and  Afia  in  perfect  fecurity  behind  him.' 
him,  countries  which,  were  they  left  without  the" 
p'reteclion  of  forces,  would  be  expofed,  void  of 
arms  and  defence,  to  thofe  of  Vitellius.  Thus  too 
Vitellius  himfelf  would  be  perplexed  what  quarter 
of  Italy  to  guard,  when  he  found  Brundifium  and 
Tarentum,  as  alfothe  coafts  of  Calabria  and  Luca- 
nia,  at  once  aflaulted  by  hoftile  fleets. 

Throughout  the  Provinces,  therefore,  there  pre- 
vailed the  mighty  uproar  of  warlike  preparations, 
thofe  of  (hips,  and  of  men,  and  of  arms.  But  no- 
thing proved  fo  great  an  embarrafTment  as  where  to 
procure  funds  of  money.  This  Mucianus  urged  to 
be  the  fmews  of  civil  War,  and  therefore,  in  all 
procefles  and  trials,  regarded  neither  law  nor  right, 
but  only  mighty  treafure.  On  all  hands  accufations 
and  delinquencies  were  framed  ;  and  every  man 
noted  for  wealth  was  enfnared  and  configned  to  fpoil : 
Affllding  grievances,  and  indeed  intolerable  ;  for* 
which,  however,  the  craving  neceflities  of  war  fur- 
nifhed  then  an  excufe.  Yet  afterwards  too  they  were 
continued,  even  during  peace.  Vefpafian  himfelf, 
it  is  true,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was  not 
wont  to  be  rigorous  in  authorizing  a6ls  of  injuftice- 
and  opprelTion  ;  but  afterwards,  encouraged  through 
the  continual  carefles  of  Fortune,  and  by  wicked 
counfellors  miftaught,  he  learnt  the  art,  and  pur- 
fued  it  confidently.  Out  of  his  own  treafure  too  • 
Mucianus  helped  to  fupport  the  war  -,  thus  liberal  of 
a  private  fum,  which  he  was  fure  to  repay,  with- 
large  amplifications,  out  of  the  public.  The  reft 
contributed  money  after  his  example  ;  but  it  was 
rare  to  find  any  favoured  with  the  like  latitude  in 
recovering  their  fhare. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  undertakings  of  Vefpafian 
were  notably  quickened  by  the  zeal  found  in  the 
Illyrian  army,  in  Moefia,  the  third  Legion  revolt- 
ing to  his  party  afforded  thence  an  example  to  the 

others 
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others  there,  namely,  the  eighth  and  the  feventh,  en- 
titled Claudiana^  both   perfonalJy  devoted  to  Otho 
though  they  had  not  been  in  the  Jaft  fight.     They 
had  indeed  advanced   as  far  as  Aquileia,  and  there 
meeting  melancholy  tidings  of  Otho,  ufed  them  who 
brought  the  fame  with  outrage,  rent  to  pieces  the 
ftandards   bearing  the  name  of   Vitellius,  nay,  at 
laft,  making  fpoil  of  the  public  money,  and  fharing 
it  amongft  themfelves,  a6ted  with  open   hoftiiityt 
Hence  confcioufnefs  and  dread  pofTelTed  them,  and 
from  their  dread  proceeded  their  counfel  and  contri- 
vance, «  That  to  Vefpafian  they  might  urge  as  mat- 
'  ter  of  fervice  and   merit  thefe  deeds  of  violence, 
'  for  which  elfe  they  muft  plead  fubmiffion  and  ex- 
'  ^  cufes  to  Vitellius.'     Infomuch  that  thefe  three  Le- 
gions in  iMcefia  fent  letters  to   folicit  the  army  in 
Pannonia  into  the  confederacy,  and,  if  they  refufed, 
were  preparing  to  have  recourfe  to  force  and  the 
fword.     During  this  combuflion,  Aponius  Saturni^ 
nus  Commander  in  Moefia  attempted  to  perpetrate  a 
crying  enormity,  by  difpatching  a  Centurion  to  mur- 
der Tertius  Julianus,  Colonel  of  the  feventh  Le* 
gion,  purely  to  fatiate  his  own  particular  pique  and 
vengeance,    which  he  now   difguifed    under  other 
names,  and  for  his  motives  alledged  the  caufe  and 
mtereft  of  the  party.     Julianus,  who  had  learnt  his 
peril,  furnifhing  himfelf  with  guides  acquainted  with 
the  fituation   of  the  country,  fled  through  the  de-^ 
farts  of  Mcefia  quite  beyond  the  mountain  Hsmus. 
Nor  thenceforward  was  he  engaged  in  any  tranfac- 
tion  of  the  war ;  for  though  he  undertook  a  journey 
to   Vefpafian,  he  prolonged  it  by  divers  pretences 
and  delays,  and,  according   to  the  quality  of  the 
tidings  brought  him,  fpeeded  or  lingered. 

Now  in  Pannonia  the  thirteenth  Legion,  and  the 
feventh  called  after  the  name  of  Galba,  acceded  with- 
out hefitation  to  the  caufe  of  Vefpafian;  as,  for  the 
defe  It  at  Bedriacum  they  yet  retained  much  grief 
^nd  wrath    and  yielded  to  the  iniligations  of  hn- 

V<^^'^^'  I  tonius 


,170  THE   HISTORY        Book  IL 

tonlus  Primus,  foremoft  of  all  in  fplrit  and  vigour. 
I'his  man,  fubjecl  to  the  fentence  of  the  law,  and 
tinder  Nero    condemned   for  falfification,  amongft 
the  other  evils  of  war,  had  recovered  his  rank  as  a 
Senator.     Being   by  Galba   preferred  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  feventh  Legion,  he  was   believed  to 
Iiave  made  frequent  applications  to  Otho  by  letters, 
•offering-  to  ferve    him   in    capacity  of  a  General  : 
But,  neo-le6lcd  by  Otho,  he  remained  Vvilhout  part 
in  that   war.     Then  when  the  fortune  of  Vitellius 
-appeared  to  be  falling,  he  betook  himfelf  to  that  of 
•Vefpafian,  and    to    the  caufe   proved   an   addition 
mighty  and  momentous,  as  he  was  brave  in  his  per- 
fon,  a   prompt   fpeaker,    a  rare  artift  in  bringing 
other  men  under  hate  and  difguft,  a  powerful  man 
in  popular  tumults  and   uproar,  rapacious,  profufe, 
cne  during;  peace  altogether  wicked  and  corrupt,  in 
war  too  c^onfiderable^o  be  flighted.     The  Mcefian 
army  and  that  of  Pannonia  having  thus  joined,  drew 
after  them  the  foldiers  in  Dalmatia,  though  in  this 
movement  the  confular  commanders  had  no  parti- 
cipation.    In  Pannonia  Titus  Ampius  Flavianus, 
bore  rule,    in   Dalmatia  Poppeius   Silvanus;    two 
men  very   wealthy  and   very   old.     But   in  thofe 
quarters  was  then  found  Cornelius  Fufcus  the  Pro- 
curator, one  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  and  his  de- 
fcent  illuftricus.     He  had  in  his  early  youth,  from 
a  paffion  for  folitude  and  repofe,  divefled  himfelf  of 
the  dignity  of  a  Senator.  He  afterwards  defended  his 
own  Colony,  as  leader  in  behalf  of  Galba,  and  hav- 
ine  for  that  fervice  gained  the  employment  of  Pro^ 
curator,  at  this  time  embraced  the  party  of  Vefpa- 
lian,  and  to  the  flame  of  war  added  moft  furious 
fueJ.     In  the  rewards  of  perils  he  delighted  not  (o 
much  as  in  the  perils  themfelves,  and  to  acquire- 
ments long  fmce  attained  and  fafely  poflelTed,  pre- 
ferred new"  purfuits,  however  doubtful  and  dange- 
rous.    Wherever  therefore  they  difcovered  minds 
cafy  and  diftempered,  there  they  exerted  all  their 

njight 
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might  to  blow  up  dlfafFedion  and  rage.  Into  Bri- 
tain difpatches  were  Tent,  to  the  fourteenth  Legi- 
on,  others  into  Spain,  to  the  f;r(l ;  for  that  both 
had  engaged,  for  Otho  and  Vitelhus.  Over  all  the 
territories  of  the  Gauls  too  letters  were  difperfed. 
And  thus  in  a  moment  blazed  forth  a  war  exten- 
fivc  and  terrible,  as  the  armies  in  Illyricum  wer« 
openly  revolting,  and  all  the  reft  watching  the  ten- 
dency of  fortune,  and  ready  to  follow  it. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  tranfacled  in  the  Pro- 
vinces by   Vefpafian  and    the  Leaders  of  his  partr, 
Vitellius    waxed    daily    more    contemptible,    daily 
more  ftupid  and  refigned  to  floth.     In  all  the  Villas 
and  great  Towns    through  which  he  pafied,  every 
pleafure  and   every  diverfion  proved  a    bait  to  (ion 
him  :  and  thus  he  proceeded  to  Rome  v>'ith  an  hoft 
vaft  and    cumberfom.     Tiiere    accompanied    him 
threefcore-thoufand  armed  men,  a  body  utterly  d.if- 
folute  and  licentious  ;  of  underlings  and  attendants 
of  the  camp  a  larger  number,  v/ith  a  fwarm  of  fut- 
iers,  a  crev/  known  to  be,  by  the  bent  of  nature, 
even  of  all  flaves  the  moft  diforderly  and  impudent. 
Add  the  train  of  fo  many  principar officers,  that  of 
fo  many  of  the  Emperor's  friends  ;  a  multitude  un- 
traceable  -to  the  rules  of  obedience,  even  though 
with   a   flria  hand  the  reins  of  authority  had   been 
holden.     The  crowd,  great  in  itfelf,  was  further 
•furcharged    by  the  arrival  of  the  Senators  and  PvO- 
-man  Knights,  who  came  from  P.ome  to  meet  the 
£mperor;  a  compliment   Vvhich   Ibme   paid    from 
fear,  many   from  flattery,  others,  and  by  desrrees 
all,  becaufethey  would  not  be  frngul-ar  and  remain 
■behind  when  the  reft  were  going.     Of  the  rabble 
there  flocked  thither  all  who  through  tlie  merit  of  for- 
mer fervices,  however  low  and  infamous,  were  known 
to  Vitellius,  Buffoons,  Mimics,  and  Charioteers;  as 
in  familiarities  thusdifgraceful  he  felt  marvellous pler- 
fure.    Neither  were  the  Colonies  alone  and  munici- 
i>al  Cities  coiifumed  by  furnifhing  fuch  valt  fupplics 
J  2  of 
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of  provlfion,  but  as  the  grain  was  then  ripe,  the  hus- 
bandmen themfelvesand  their  lands  were  ftripped  and 
laid  wafte,  like  a  hoftile  foil. 

Many  and  barbarous  were   the  murders    by  the 
foldiers  committed  amongft-  themfelves,  ever  fmce 
the  infurrecStion   at  Ticinum ;  as  towards  one  ano- 
ther the  Legions  and  the  Auxiliaries  ftill  harboured 
mutual  rancour,  though  in  contefting  with  the  Pea- 
fants  they  were  always  unanimous.     But  the  hea- 
vieft  flaughter  was  perpetrated  feven   miles   from 
Rome.     Here  Vitellius  caufed  to  be  diftributed  a- 
mongft  his  foldiers  a  quantity  of  meat  ready  drefled, 
to  every  man  his  portion,  as  if  he  had  been  fatten- 
ing a   number  of    Gladiators ;  and    the  populace 
coming  in  droves    to  the  camp,  were  fcattered  all 
over  it.     Some  of  thefe  aiming  at  a  feat  of  archnefs 
in    vogue   with     them,    while  the   foldiers  heeded 
them  not,  cut  and  conveyed  away  their  belts  with- 
out being  perceived,  and  then  afked  them  merrily, 
why  they  were  not  begirt  with  their  fwords  ?  The 
foldiers  not  wont  to  be  fcorned,  could  not  bear  fuch 
mockery,  and  with  their  fwords  drawn  fell  upon 
the  people,    deftitute  of  arms   and    defence,     A- 
mongft  others  was  (lain  the  father  of  one  of  the  fol- 
diers whilft  he  was  accompanying  his  fon  :  he  was 
foon  after  known,  and  upon  his  death  being  divulg- 
ed,   they   ceafed    flaughtering  innocent    men.     In 
Rome  however  great  dread  prevailed,  for  that  the 
foldiers  running  thither  before  the  hoft,  were  per- 
petually arriving  and  roving  about.     The  Forum 
was  the  quarter  to  which  they  moft  eagerly  repaired, 
from  an  earneft  curiofity  to  behold  the  place  where 
Galba  fell.     Nor  lefs  horrible  was   the  fpedacle 
which  in  their  own  perfons  they  afforded,  their  bo- 
dies covered  with  the  jfkins  of  wild  beafts,  and  car- 
rying javelins  huge  and  maiTy,  both  in  their  cover- 
ings and  their  weapons  favage  and  grim,  in  behavi- 
our too  equally  hideous :  For,  whenever  they  were 
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'  prefled  by  the  throng  of  people,  which  they  want- 
ed difcretion  to  fhun,  or  whenever  they  tumbled 
through  the  flipperinefs  of  the  ftreeti,  or  were 
thrown  down  by  the  jolt  of  any  one  who  was  paf- 
fing,  they  betook  themfelves  to  threats  and  clamour, 
and  then  inftantly  to  violence  and  their  arms  Al- 
ready too  the  Tribunes  and  Captains  of  horfe,  fol- 
lowed by  bands  of  armed  men,  were  bounding  to 
and  fro  with  great  terror  and  parade. 

Vitellius  himfelf  mounted  upon  a  ftately  fteed, 
and  in  his  coat  of  armour,  with  his  fword  girt  on, 
was  advancing  from  the  Milvian  bridge,  making  the 
Senate  and  People  t*'  pafs  on  before  him  :  but  being 
reftrained  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  from  entering 
the  City  in  his  warlike  drefs,  as  if  the  fame  had 
been  taken  by  the  fword,  he  put  on  the  robe  of  a 
Senator,  and  made  an  entry  altogether  orderly  and 
pacific.  In  the  front  were  borne  the  Eagles  of 
four  Legions,  round  about  them  an  equal  number 
of  Standards  belonging  to  other  Legions,  next 
twelve  Enfigns  of  fo  many  fquadrons  of  horfe,  then 
the  files  of  infantry,  and  behind  them  the  cavalry  : 
There  came  after  thirty-four  Cohorts  diftingifhed 
fuitably  to  the  diverfity  of  their  nations  or  of  their 
arms.  Before  their  feveral  Eagles  marched  the 
Camp  Marfhals,  the  Tribunes  and  principal  Cen- 
turions, all  apparelled  in  white  raiments.  At  the 
head  of  their  feveral  companies  the  other  Cen- 
turions appeared  glittering  with  arms,  and  their 
military  gifts  difplayed.  The  chains  alfo  of  the 
common  foldiers,  and  the  trappings  of  their  horfes 
yielded  a  refplendent  ftew.  The  whole  a  glorious 
fight,  and  an  army  worthy  of  an  Emperor  not  re- 
fembling  Vitellius.  In  this  flate  he  entered  the  Ca- 
pitol, and  there  embracing  his  mother,  dignified 
her  with  the  title  of  Auq^njta, 

The  next  day  he  made  a  public  fpeech,  and  in  it,  as 

If  he  had  had  for  his  audience  the  Senate  and  People 
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of  another  City,  uttered  very  high  and  pompous 
ihings  of  himfelf.  Upon  his  ailivity  and  tempe- 
rance particularly  he  beflowed  many  lofty  praifes, 
even  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  as  had  beheld  his  vile 
doinqs  and  exceffes ;  as  indeed  had  all  Italy,  through 
which  he  had  marched  in  a  courfe  mofl:  infamous, 
continually  intoxicated  and  drowned  in  voluptuouf- 
jrels.  The  crowd,  however,  ever  void  of  thought 
and  care,  and,  without  difcerning  truth  from^  falfe- 
hood,  only  fkilled  in  the  flights  of  flattery  betome 
long  fmce  habitual,  broke  out  into  an  uproar  of 
wifhes  and  acclamations ;  and,  as  he  refufed  the 
name  of  /.'ugnjius^  they  prefTed  him  fo  that  he- 
acccpted  it)  but  to  as  little  purpofe  as  before  he  had 
denied  it. 

In  a  City  like  Rome,  prone  to  pafs  cenfure  upon 
every  tranfadlion  whatfoever,  it  paffed  for  an  omen 
of  evil  portent,  that  Vitellius,  v/ho  was  created 
chief  Pontif,  had  on  the  eighteenth  of  July  publifh- 
ed  his  edi£l  concerning  the  celebration  of  folemnities 
divine;  a  day  holden  inaufpicious  from  antiquity 
downward,  for  that  on  it  happened  the  tragical 
overthrows  at  Cremera  and  Allia.  So  unattentiv« 
he  was,  and  unknowing  in  ordinances  human  and 
religious :  And,  as  amongft  his  freedmem  and 
friends  equal  frupidity  was  found,  he  behaved  as  if 
he  had  none  about  him  but  men  infatuated  and 
drunken.  Yet  in  holding  the  afTembly  for  creating 
Confuls,  he  affifted  with  apparent  moderation,  and 
towards  the  candidates  as  no  other  than  their 
equal  :  Nay,  fludying  to  gain  the  good  graces  and 
appLiufe  of  the  rabble,  he  courted  them  by  fre- 
quenting the  Theatre  as  a  fpe6^ator  amongft  them, 
and  the  Circus  as  a  partizan ;  adlions,  when  pro- 
ceeding from  principles  of  virtue,  truly  engaging 
and  popular,  but  in  him  accounted  unfcemly  and 
vile,  upon  remembrance  of  his  former  life.  Into 
the  Senate  he  often  came,  even  when  the  delibera- 
tions 
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tions  there  were  about  things  of  fmall  moment ; 
and  as  H 'Iv'idius  PrifcLis,  Prsetor  elccSt,  chanced  to- 
offer  his  lentiments  againft  thofe  of  the  Emperor, 
he  at  hrft  waxed  angry,  yet  no  further  than  to  call 
upon  the  Tribunes  of  the  people  to  fupport  his  au- 
thority thus  brought  under  contempt.  Anon,  upon 
the  interpofitien  of  friends,  who  dreading  deeper  re- 
ientment,  accofted  him  with  mitigations,  he  made 
anfwer,  '  Nothing  new  had  happened,  that  in  the 
'  Commonwealth  two  Senators  fliouhl  be  of  dif- 
*  ferent  opinions  :  he  himfelf  too  had  been  wont 
'  to  oppofeThrafea.'  Many  ridiculed  the  impti- 
dence  of  the  comparifon.  To  others  it  proved  well 
pleaung,  that  in  reprefenting  an  example  of  true 
glory,  he  had  mentioned  Thrafea,  and  none  of  tii5? 
minions  of  power. 

For  Captains  of  the  Prastorian  Guards  he  Dp- 
pointed  Publius  Sabinus,  raifed  from  the  command 
of  a  Cohort,  and  Julius  Prifcus  then  only  a  Cen- 
turion. Prifcus  held  his  authority  from  the  intereii 
of  Valens,  Sabinus  from  that  of  Cascina.  Be- 
tween thefe  two  favourites,  always  at  variance  Vv^ith 
one  another,  no  portion  of  power  remained  to  Vi- 
tellius.  All  the  fundllons  of  Sovereignty  were  ad- 
miniftred  by  Caecina  and  Valens,  men  long  fmce 
imbittered  by  mutual  hate,  which  even  during  war, 
and  amidft  armies,  had  been  ill-difgulfed,  and  was 
now  highly  enflamed  by  the  malignity  of  their  feve- 
ral  friends,  and  indeed  by  the  genius  of  the  City,, 
ever  fertile  in  producing  feeds  of  enmity  ;  whilifc 
they  ilrove  to  excell  each  other  in  credit  and  fway,. 
in  greatnefs  of  train,  in  numerous  levees  and  depen- 
dents, and  vvhilfl  by  others,  comparifons  were 
made  of  their  influence  and  grandeur.  Various- 
too  and  v/averlng  were  the  inclinations  of  Vitelli- 
us,  now  partial  to  one,  anon  to  another.  Nor, 
in  truth,  can  ever  any  certain  alfurance  be  placed 
in  the  pofielTion  of  authority  which  knows  no  mea- 
I  4  fure. 
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fure.  Add  that  they  defpifed  Vitellius  and  dreaded 
liim,  as  a  man  by  every  guft  of  paffion,  or  by  any 
wild  ftrain  of  flattery,  apt  to  be  fuddenly  changed. 
Yet  this  rendered  them  not  the  more  flack  or  remifs 
in  feizing  for  themfelves  fine  houfes  and  gardens, 
and  the  v/ealth  of  the  Empire,  whilft  to  all  the 
3nany  nobles  by  Galba  recalled  with  their  children 
from  exile,  a  multitude  very  indigent  and  deplor- 
able, no  fort  of  fupport  was  adminiftred  by  the 
Prince,  no  ads  of  compaflion  fhewn.  That  he 
had  reftored  to  fuch  as  were  returned  from  banifh- 
ment  their  jurifdidion  over  their  Freed  men,  was  a 
conceffion  well  pleafing  to  the  Grandees  of  the 
City,  and  what  even  the  populace  approved. 
Though  this  kindnefs  was  rendered  intirely  abor- 
tive by  the  fraud  of  thefe  fervile  fpirits  who  con- 
veyed their  money  into  hiding-places,  or  lodg- 
ed it  for  fecurity  in  the  hands  ot  men  powerful  at 
Court.  Nay,  fome  of  them  having  entered  into 
the  family  of  the  Emperor,  became  more  mighty 
than  their  Lords  and  Patrons. 

Now  the  multitude  of  foldiers  being  fuch  as  the 
,camp  could  not  contain,  the  refidue,  when  that 
was  full,  quartered  in  the  publick  Portico's  or  in 
the  Temples,  and  were  continually  roaming  all 
ever  the  City.  They  grew  unacquainted  with 
their  ftations  and  places  of  arms,  kept  no  watch, 
j3or  by  any  exercife  or  fatigue  preferved  their  vi- 
gour. Surrendering  themfelves  to  the  voluptuous 
inticements  of  the  City,  and  to  pra<Slices  too  abo- 
minable to  be  named,  they  impaired  their  bodies 
by  idlencfs.  their  courage  by  feats  of  lewdnefs  and 
riot.  At  laft,  renouncing  all  regard  even  to  health, 
great  part  of  them  betook  themfelves  to  the  malig- 
nant quarters  of  the  Vatican.  Hence  followed 
great  mortality  amongft  the  common  men.  The 
Germans  too  and  Gauls,  who  have  bodies  very 
fubje<5t  to  difeafes,  as  they  now  lay  upon  the  banks 

of 
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of  the  Tiber,  were  become  quite  baned  through 
the  extreme  heat,  which  they  could  not  bear,  and 
through  an  intemperate  delight  in  cooling  them- 
felves  in  the  ftream.  Moreover  the  ftate  and  order 
of  the  foldiery,  either  by  the  efforts  of  malice  or 
the  drifts  and  intrigues  of  ambition,  was  quite  vi- 
tiated and  broken.  A  body  was  formed  of  fixtcen 
Prsetorian,  and  four  City  Cohorts,  each  containing 
a  thoufand  men.  In  this  enrolment  Valens  afTum- 
ed  the  larger  fhare  and  fuperior  diredion  ;  for  that 
he  claimed  the  merit  of  having  redeemed  Caecina 
himfelf  out  of  impending  peril.  It  is  indeed  cer- 
tain, that  to  his  arrival  the  party  owed  its  vigour 
and  revival,  and  by  a  fuccefsful  battle  he  had  flayed 
the  fevere  rumour  and  impreilions  occafioned 
through  the  flownefs  of  his  march.  Add  that  all 
the  foldiers  of  the  lower  Germany  were  wholly 
attached  to  the  perfon  of  Valens.  Hence,  it  was 
believed  the  fidelity  of  Caecina  firfl  began  to  fluc- 
tuate. 

For  the  reft,  Vitellius  gave  not  fuch  abfolute 
fcope  to  the  Generals,  but  that  to  the  humours  of 
the  foldiers  he  allowed  a  latitude  much  larger.  Every 
particular  changed  his  place  in  the  fervice  as  he 
lifted :  One  defired  to  be  enlifled  into  the  City 
Troops,  and  however  unworthy,  was  admitted  be- 
caufe  he  himfelf  preferred  it :  Others  again,  deferv- 
ing  of  that  fervice,  were  fufFered  to  continue  in 
the  Legions  or  auxiliary  Squadrons,  if  fuch  was 
their  own  choice.  Nor  were  their  wanting  fome 
who  chofe  it,  as  they  were  afflicted  with  difeafes, 
and  full  of  complaints  againft  the  intemperate  heat 
of  the  climate.  Yet  from  the  Legions  and  auxili- 
ary Squadrons  their  principal  flrength  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  uniformity  and  beauty  of  the  camp 
at  Rome  abolifhed ;  fmce  thefe  twenty  thoufand 
men  drav/n  from  the  whole  army,  were  rather  min- 
gled ?x  random  than  chofen  with  difcretion.  As_ 
i  5  VitclHus' 
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Vitellius  was  making  a  fpeech  to  the  foldlers,  they 
demanded  the  execution  of  Afiaticus,  Flavius,  and 
Rufinus,  Leaders  amongft  the  Gauls  ;  for  that  they 
had  raifed  war  in  behalf  of  V  index.  Neither  did 
Vitellius  reprefs  fuch  daring  clamours :  for,  be- 
fides  that  he  had  a  fpirit  naturally  impotent  and 
ftupid,  he  was  fenfible  that  the  day  for  the  donative 
approached,  and  as  the  money  flill  was  wanting, 
he  copioufly  gran.ted  the  foldiers  every  other  con- 
ceflion.  Upon  all  the  Freedmen  of  the  former 
Emperors  a  tribute  was  impofed  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  (laves.  He  himfclf,  who  was  only 
folicitous  to  dilTipate  and  confound,  erecled  ftables 
for  the  ufe  of  Charioteers,  filled  the  Circus  with 
fpec^aclcs  and  combats,  thofe  of  Gladiators,  thofe 
of  wild  beafls  ;.  and  as  in  the  mofl  flowing  plenty, 
wantonly  fcattered  treafure. 

Moreover,.  C«clna  and  Valens,  in  celebrating 
the  birth-day  of  Vitellius,  exhibited  public  enter- 
tainments of  Gladiators  in  eveiy  ftreet,  withtranf- 
cendent  pomp  and  parade,  and  till-  that  day  un- 
known. A  notable  matter  of  joy  it  proved  to  all  th« 
profligate  and  debauched,,  as  to  the  virtuous  it  gave 
fore  difguft  and  regret,  that  in  the  field  of  Mars 
upon  altars  purpofely  reared,  Vitellius  folemnized 
the  obfequies  of  Nero.  Vi61ims  were  publicly 
flain  and  burnt,  the  torch  for  kindling  the  facrifice 
was  even  adminiftred  by  tlic  Auguftal  Prieils,.  aa 
order  confccrated  to  tlie  Julian  Family  by  Tiberius, 
like  that  to  King  Tatitus  by  Romulus.  Four 
months  were  not  yet  elapfed  fince  the  vidory  for 
Vitellius  was  gained,  and  already  his  manumifed 
fuivc  Afiaticus  was  come  to  equal  the  Polycleti,,  the 
Patrobii,  and  all  former  Imperial  Freedmen,  by 
.whatever  other  names  long  fince  known  and  abhor- 
ed.  In  that  Court  no  man  ftrove  to  rife  by  virtue 
or  ability.  One  only  road  there  was  to  power, 
namely  by  the  means  of  confuming  banquets,  hy 

extravagakt 
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cxtra\Ligant  expences  and  efforts  in  beaflly  luxury, 
thus,  to  gorge  the  appetites  of:  "V'itelhus,  ever 
craving  and  never  Tatiated.,  He,  who  judged  it 
fufficient  to  enjoy  prefent  pkafure,  and.  troubletl 
liimfelf  with  no  deliberations  about  concernments 
futui-c,  is  beUeved  in  fo  very  fcv/  months,  to  have 
fcatteredin  prodigality  near  thirty  millions  of  crowns. 
The  City,  fo  mighty  and  fo  miferable,  in  tiie 
fpace  of  one  year  bore  the  burden  of  Otho  and 
of  Vitellius;  and,  between  fuch  fons  of  wicked- 
nefs  as  Vinius,.  Fabius,.  Icelus,  and  Afiaticus,,  fub- 
filkd  under  a  lot  difgraceful  and  various,-  till  to 
them  fucceeded  Mucianus  and  Marcellus,  and  in 
truth  rather  different  men  than  different  mea- 
fures. 

The  firft  revolt  declared  to  Vitellius,  was  that 
of  the  third  Legion,  by  letters  from  Aponius  Sa- 
turninus,.  difpatcheJ  before  he  too  had  joined  the 
party    of  Veipaiian..     Yet   neither  had    Aponius 
tranfmitted  all  and   the   worff,  as  he  himfelf  was 
ffruck  with  difmay  upon  a  turn  fo  violent  and  fud- 
den ;   and  the  Emperor's  friend  foothirg  him  with ; 
flattery,  foftened  the  ill   tidings  with  conftru^ions  . 
overffrained    and    favourable,     '  That   it   was    no  - 
'  more  than  an  Infurre6tion  of  a  fmgle  Legion;,  in; 
'  all   the  reft  of  the  armies  firrn  faith  w^as  .found*" 
Vitellius  too  in  his  fpeech  to  the  foldiers  reafoned  i 
in  the  fime  ftrain,  and  inveiglicd  again  the  Praeto- 
rians lately  difcharged  ;    '  As  by  them,,  he  afferted, , 
'lying    rumours   were   publiihed,.  and  that    there. 
'  was  no  ground  to  fear  a  civil  war/.     The  name 
of   Vefpafian   he  took  care,  to  fupprefs ;    and   all 
over  the  City  foldiers   were  roaming,  with  direc- 
tions to  filence  the  bruitings  amonglt  the  populace: 
A   precaution  v/hich  proved  the  chief  incentive. to  > 
augment  the  public. rumour. 

From    Germany^,  however,    from  Britain- and 
both  Spains,  he  fent  for  fuccours  i  but-iaa  manner 
L6  negligent  i: 
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negligent  and  flow,  as  he  ftudied  to  conceal  the  necef- 
fity  which  prefled  him.  Neither  in  the  Provinces,  and 
Commanders  of  the  Provinces  was  there  found  lefs 
remifsnefs  and  lingering.  In  Germany  Hordeonius 
Flaccus,  who  already  fufpecf^ed  that  by  the  Bata  ■ 
vians  rebellious  defigns  were  entertained,  was 
thence  folicitous  about  a  war  which  threatened 
himfelf ;  as  was  Vettius  Bolanus  about  the  pofture 
of  Britain,  a  country  never  fettled  in  perfed  com- 
pofure:  and  in  truth  both  Flaccus  and  Bolanus 
were  wavering  in  their  views.  Nor  in  Spain  was 
any  forwardnefs  or  expedition  (hev/n.  Over  it 
there  then  prefided  no  ruler  of  Confular  dignity. 
The  Commanders  of  the  three  Legions  there,  men 
equal  in  authority,  and  fuch  as  during  the  profpe- 
rity  of  Vitellius  would  have  contended  for  priority 
in  a6ls  of  fubmillion  and  obfervance,  equally  con- 
curred to  defert  his  falling  fortune.  In  Africa  the 
Legion  and  Cohorts  levied  by  Clodius  Macer,  and 
anon  by  Galba  difcharged,  upon  orders  from  Vitel- 
lius returned  to  the  fervice :  The  youth  too  of 
the  Province  offered  themfelves  to  be  enlifted,  with 
llgnal  alacrity.  For  with  great  uprightnefs  and  po- 
pular favour  had  Vitellius  ruled  as  Proconful  there  ; 
as  had  Vefpafian  in  the  fame  quality  with  ignominy 
and  public  hate.  From  hence  our  allies  drew  their 
conje(fl:ures  concerning  the  reign  of  each  j  but  the 
fame  were  falfified  by  trial. 

Moreover  Valerius  Feftus,  GovcirBor  of  the  Pro- 
vince, promoted  the  zeal  and  inclinations  of  the 
people,  with  exemplary  fidelity  at  the  beginning : 
In  a  fhort  fpace  he  began  to  halt,  and  whilft  to  the 
eye  of  the  public,  he  in  letters  and  edi6^s,  afTerted 
the  caufe  of  Vitellius,  he  by  fecret  intelligence  en» 
couraged  Vefpafian  ;  like  a  man  who,  whether  this 
or  that  fide  prevailed,  was  refolved  to  maintain  the 
juftice  of  the  flronger.  Certain  foldiers  and  cen- 
turions as  they  pafTed  though  Rhastia  and  the  Regi- 
ons 
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ons  of  Gaul,  with  letters  and  edicts  from  Vefpa- 
fian,  were  feized  and  carried  to  Vitellius,  who 
doomed  them  to  execution.  A  greater  number, 
concealed  by  faithful  friends,  or  by  artifices  of 
their  own,  cfcaped  detection.  Thus  all  the  mea- 
fures  and  difpofitions  of  Vitellius  came  to  be  dai- 
ly known,  whillt  the  counfels  and  fchemes  of  Vef- 
pafian  remained,  for  the  moft  part,  undifcovered, 
at  firft  through  the  floth  and  improvidence  of  Vi- 
tellius, and  afterwards  the  guards  pofred  upon  the 
Pannonian  Alps  obftru6led  the  arrival  of  intelli- 
gence. The  fea  too,  by  the  conflant  blowing  of 
the  Etefian  wind,  afi'orded  a  favourable  pafTage  to 
the  eafi:,   but  denied  one  from  thence. 

At  lait,  upon  the  irruption  of  the  enemy  into 
the  boundaries  of  Italy,  difmal  advices  on  all  hands 
arriving,  thoroughly  alarmed  him,  and  he  ordered 
Cascina  and  Valens  to  prepare  for  taking  the  field. 
As  Valens,  who  had  juft  then  arifen  from  a  fevere 
ficknefs,  was  {laid  by  weaknefs,  Caecina  was  fent 
forv/ard.  The  appearance  of  the  German  army, 
fo  awful  upon  its  late  entry,  proved  far  different 
upon  this  its  departure  :  No  robuflnefs  in  their  bo- 
dies, no  vigour  in  their  fouls,  their  march  lazy  and 
flow,  their  ranks  open  and  thin,  their  arms  un- 
trimmed  and  lofely  borne,  their  h  rfes  foggy  and 
lifelefs  ;  the  men  grown  too  delicate  to  bear  the  fun, 
or  duft,  or  weather,  and  the  more  lilllefs  to  la- 
bour they  v/ere,  the  greater  propenfity  they  had  to 
difobedience  and  mutiny.  To  the  refl  muft  be 
added  the  qualities  of  Caecina  their  Commander, 
the  arts  by  him  long  fince  pra^lifed  to  court  and 
humour  the  foldiery,  with  his  indolence  lately  ac- 
quired, like  one  by  the  overflowing  benignity  of 
fortune  quite  unbent  to  excefs  and  riot.  Or  per- 
haps having  already  conceived  defigns  of  treafon 
and  defertion,  it  was  an  effort  of  his  policy  to 
break  the  fplrit  and  bravery  of  the  army.  Very 
6  many 
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many  believed  that,  through  the  ad drefs  and  in- 
trigues of  Fiavius  Sabinus,  and  by  the  interagency 
of  Rubrius  Gallus,  the  mind  of  Caccina  came  to 
be  fliaken,  under  aiTurances  that,  whatever  flipu- 
lations  were  made  previous  to  his  changing  of  fides,, 
Vefpafian  fhould  confirm.  He  was  likev/ife  re- 
minded of  his  old  jealoufy  and  hate  towards  Fabius 
Valens,  that  being  unequal  t©  him  in  favour  with 
Vitellius,  it  behoved  him  to  think  of  earning  be.- 
times  countenance  and  authority  from  the  new 
Prince. 

Cascina,  after  Vitellius  had  embraced  and  difmiffed 
him  with  high  mnrks  of  honour,  dei^arting  from 
Rome,  fent  forward  part  of  the  Cavalry  to  pofTefs 
themfelves  of  Cremona.  Anon  followed  the  Vex- 
jllaries  of  the  *  fourteenth  and  fixteenth  Legions ; 
next  the  fifth  and  the  twenty -fecond  Legions.  The 
rear  of  the  hoft  was  compofed  of  the  one  and  twen- 
tieth, furnamed  RapaXy  and  of  the  firft,  called  Ita- 
lica<i  accompanied  by  the  \'exillaries  of  the  three ' 
Britifh  Legions,  and  a  chofen  band  of  Auxiliaries. 
After  the  departure  of  Caecina  Fabiu?,  Valens  wrote 
to  thofe  forces  which  he  had  been  wont  to  lead,. 
'^  To  ftay  their  march  and  await  his  coming ;  for 

*  that  thus  it  had  been  fettled  between  him  and  Cae- 

*  cina.'  The  latter,  who  was  prefent  amongft  them, 
and  thence  his  words  of  more  weight  v/ith  them, 
feigned  to  them,  '  That  this  counfcl  had  beenfincc 
'  changed,    on  defign  that  with  the  whole  might  of 

*  all  their  forces,  they  might  be  ready  to  fuflain  a 

*  terrible  war  jufl  impending.'  He  therefore  order- 
ed the  Legions  to  advance  with  difpatch  to  Cremo- 
na, and  fome  part  to  repair  to  Hoftilia.  He  himi- 
felf  turned  away  to  Ravenna,  under  colour  of.  con- 
ferring with  the  Fleet.     Anon  he  proceeded  to  Pa.- 

*  Here  fcems  to  be  a  miilake  which  the  ComjTienta- 
tors  have  not  with  any  certainty  removed. 

3  vi^^ 
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via,  as  a  fecret  fcene  proper  for  concerting  the  mea- 
fures  of  treafon.  For,  Lucilius  BafTu?,  who  from 
the  command  of  a  fquadron  of  horfe  had  been  by 
A'itellius  preferred  at  once  to  that  of  two  Fleets^ 
one  at  Ravenna,  the  other  at  Mifenum,  becaufe  he 
was  not  prefently  appointed  Capta'n  of  the  Praeto- 
rian Guards,  revenged  his  unreafonable  animofity 
by  deteftable  treachery.  Nor  can  any  certainty  be 
had,  whether  he  drew  Caecina  into  his  own  guilty 
or  whether  the  fame  pravity  of  fpirit  prompted  both  j 
an  event  ufual  amorg"^  wicked  men,  who  being 
wicked,  are  ahke.  In  accounting  for  this  their  re- 
volt, the  hiftorians  of  the  time  have  ailigned  mo- 
tives apparently  devifed  to  flatter  the  Flavian  Fa- 
mily, under  whom  they  compofed  the  relation  of 
this  war;  namely,  '  That  BaiTus  and  Caccina  were 
'  guided  by  a  fmcere  concern  for  public  peace,  and. 
*  afFedtion  for  the  Commonwealth/  It  is  my  own 
opinion,  that,  befides  the  temper  of  the  men,  na- 
turally light  and  unfteady,  befides  their  utter  con« 
tempt  of  faith  and  confcience,  after  they  had  once 
betrayed  their  truft  to  Galba,  they  were  likewife 
inftigated  by  jealoufy  and  defpight,  and  that,  ra- 
ther than  others  fhould  furpafs  them  in  Intereft  with 
Vitelilus,  they  would  overthrow  Vitellius  himfelf. 

Cs^cina  having  rejoined  the  Legions,  employed 
many  and  various  devices  to  feduce  and  alienate  the 
aiFe6iions  of  the  Centurions  and  common  foldiers, 
of  themfelves  flrongly  devoted  to  Vitellius.  By  Baf- 
'fus,  who  was  engaged  in  the  fame  tafk,  fmaller  dif- 
ficulty was  found  ;  as  the  Fleet,  who  remembered* 
how  lately  they  had  ferved  under  Othc,  were  very 
fupple  to  abandon  their  faith  to  Vitellius, 
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ne  Forces  of  Vefpafian,  at  the  infiigati.n  of  Anto- 
nius  Primus,  and  under  his  leadings  arrive  in  Italy. 
Military  tranjaulions  in  feveral  places^  and  fojne 
light  encounters.  The  Fleet  at  Ravenna  revolts  to 
Vefpafian.  Caecina  difcove^s  his  treafnahle  fur- 
pfes^  but  isfeized  and  imprijoned  by  his  own  foldiers. 
The  battle  at  Bedriacian ;  the  army  of  Vitellius  over- 
thrown^ yet.,  ftrengthenedhytheacceffionoffrejlo  Le- 
gionSy  renew  the  battle^  even  in  the  nighty  but  are 
again  overcome.  The  Camp  at  Cremona  affauked-^ 
at  laji  taken  byjiorm.  The  great  Jlaughter  there. 
Cremona  itfelf  facked  and  burnt  down.  Vitellius 
the  while  drowned  in  luxury ;  his  feats  of  cruelty  : 
he  orders  Publius  Sabinus  to  be  put  in  bonds^  Ju- 
nius Blaefus  to  be  flain.  Fabius  Valens  advances 
againji  Anton ius,  hut  learns  the  late  overthrow^ 
find  fie  s  attended  only  by  a  few  :  he  is  taken  at  fea. 

Cofm/ic- 
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Commotions  in  Britain,  in  Gerfna^iy,  in  Dacia, 
Vefpaiian'j  Generals  7narch  towards  Rome.  Vitel- 
lius  orders  the pafjes  of  the  Appenvine  to  be  guarded^ 
b:.t  anon,  lueary  of  the  war,  makes  a  treaty  of  pa- 
cification wiih  Sabinus,  Vefpafian'j  brother.  The 
treaty  broken  by  the  violence  of  the  Ge'  man  joldiers  : 
They  force  Sabinus  t:)  jeek  refuge  in  the  Capitoly 
befiegehim  there^  ftorm  the  Capitol,  andbiirn  it  toafijes. 
The  exploits  of  Lucius  Vitellius,  the  Rmeror's  bro- 
ther,  in  Campan-a.  The  whole  Forces  (T/'Vefpalian  ar- 
rive at  Ro7ne  \  ivhich,  after  much  re fi fiance  and  many 
encounte',  s,  they  enter  :  The  terrible  havoc k  and  licen- 
tiouftiefs  which  enfue.  The  tragical  death  of  V  itel- 
lius.     Thefe  tranfa£lions  all  of  the  fame  Tear. 

WITH  fortune  more  propitious  and  greater 
fidelity  did  the  Leaders  of  Vefpafian's 
party  purfue  their  meafures  for  war.  At 
Petovio,  the  winter  quarters  of  the  thirteenth  Le- 
gion, they  met  for  confuitation,  and  there  deHbe- 
rated,  '  Whether  to  content  themfelves  with  only 
'  guarding  the  pafTes  of  the  Pannonian  Alps,  till 
'  their  forces  from  all  quarters  behind  them  had  ad- 
'  vanced  in  a  body  to  join  them ;  or,  by  a  refolu- 

*  tion  more  daring,  march  forward  and  venture  a 

*  ftruggle  for  Italy.'  They  who  held  it  aL;vireable 
to  await  the  arrival  of  fuccours,  and  to  protra6t  the 
war,  magnified  '  the  might  and  renown  of  the  Ger- 
'  man  Legions.     Moreover  there  had  fmce  arrived 

*  with  V^itellius  the  chief  ftrength  of  the  army  in 
'  Britain.  V/ith  themfelves  they  had  afmaller  num- 

*  ber  of  Legions ;  thefe  Legions  were  la:ely  routed, 

*  and  though   in    words  they  were  undaunted  and 

*  terrible,  yet  ftill  in  men  once  vanquished  lefs  bra- 

*  very  was  found.  But  by  fecuring  the  Alps,  they 
'  fhould  have  leifure  to  expecl  Mucianus  advancing 
'  with  the  bands  of  the  Eaft.  To  Vefpafian  there 
'  would  ftill  remain  the  command  of  the  Sea,  of 

'  Fleets, 
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Fleets,  and  of  the  Provinces,  all  afFe6lionate  to 
hiscaufe  ;  a  fcource  whence  he  might  raife  mate- 
rials ample  enough  even  for  another  and  a  frefh 
war.  Thus,  by  a  prudent  and  falutary  delay, 
new  forces  v/ould  certainly  accrue,  and  of  the 
former  none  would  be  loft.' 
In  anfwer  to  thefe  reafonings,  Antonius  Primus 
(who  in  truth  from  the  beginning,  had  with  infi- 
lite  ardour  incited  the  war)  argued,  '  That  to 
themfelves  difpatch  was  altogether  advantao;eovis, 
and  only  pernicious  to  Viteliius.  A  greater  fhare 
of  fioth  and  indolence  had  poiTeiTed  the  conque- 
rors, than  of  valour  and  ferocity ;  as  men  Jio 
longer  inured  to  the  regularity  of  a  camp  and 
•prepared  for  feats  of  war,  but  fcparated  over  all 
the  great  Towns  of  Italy,  refigned  to  idleneft 
and  eafe,  and  dreadful  to  none  but  their  hofts. 
Nay,  the  more  furious  and  ftern  they  formerly 
had  been,  with  the  more  greedinefs  they  fwal- 
lowed  pleafures  fo  raviihing  and  new.  More- 
over, by  haunting  Theatres  and  the  Circus,  and 
following  the  delightful  paflimes  at  Rome,  they 
were  utterly  foftened  and  debauched,  or  by  dif- 
eafes  utterly  wafted.  But,  were  time  allowed 
them,  their  ancient  vigour  would  ftill  return,  by 
their  application  to  the  cares  and  purfuits  of  war. 
Not  far  from  them  lay  Germany,  from  whence 
a  fure  recruit  of  forces;  beyond  the  Channel, 
Britain;  juft  by,  France;  as  alfo  both  Spains  j 
from  all  a  ready  fupply  of  men,  and  horfes,  and 
contributions ;  Italy  too  itfelf  in  their  pofleilion, 
with  the  immenfe  treafuues  of  Rome.  And 
fhould  they  refolve,  for  pretention,  to  recur  to 
offenfive  arms,  they  were  furnifhed  with  two 
fleets,  and  the  Illyrian  fea  was  open.  What 
would  then  avail  the  ftreights  and  defence  of 
the  mountains  ?  what  the  protradling  of  the  war 
till    another  fummcr.^  Where,  in   the  interval, 

was 
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*  was  money  to  be  had,  where  provifions  ?  Doubt- 

*  lefs,  much  better  It  were  to  improve  the  occafion 

*  prefented  by  the  foldiery;  for  that  the  Pannonian 

*  Legions,  who  had  been  deceived  rather  than  van- 

*  quifhed,  were    impatient  to    fignalize  their  ven- 

*  geance  ;  and  with  them  the  armies  of  Moefia  had 

*  brought  forces  diminifhed  by  no  defeat.  If  upon 
'  the  number  of  men  ftrefs  were  to  be  laid,  rather 

*  than  upon  the  number  of  Legions,  in  this  hoft 
'  was  to  be   found   fupcrior  firength,  nothing  dif- 

<  folute,  and,  from  a  (enfe  of  difgrace,  difcipline 
«  amended.  The  horfe,  in  truth,  v/ere  not  even 
^  then  defeated,  but,  though  the  iilue  proved  un- 
'  fortunate,  had  routed  the  cavalry  of  Vitellius. 
'  Yes,  two  Squadrons  from  Pannonia  and  Moefia, 

*  in-  that   fight,  pierced   quite    through   the   ranks 

*  of  the  enemy.  At  prefent  were  united  the  ban- 
'  ners  of  fixteen  Squadrons ;  a  body  who  with  the 

<  fhock  and   thunder  of  the  onfet,  nay,  v/ith  the 

*  very  cloud  raifed  by  them,  will  not  fail  to  over- 
'  whelm  and  cover  yonder  troops  of  horfemen  and 
'  their  horfes,  both  become  unacquainted  v/ith 
'  feats  of  war.     The  fame  meafures  which  I  ad- 

*  vife,  if  I  am  not  reftrained,  I  will  purfue.  You 
'  who  are  yet  free  to  follow  fortune  on  either  fide, 
*■  flay  and  with  you  detain  the  Legions.     To  me 

*  a  few  Cohorts  lightly  equipt  will  be  fufiicient, 
'  Anon  you  will  hear  that  I  have  opened  my  way 
'  into  Italy,  and  fhakcn  the  power  of  Vitellius. 
'  You  will    then  be  glad  to  follow,  and  travel   in 

*  the  track  of  one  who  had  conquered  for  you.' 
Thefe  and  the   like  ftrains  he  uttered  with  eyes 

darting  fire,  with  a  voice  fierce  and  vehement,  to 
be  thence  further  heard,  (for  into  the  Council  the 
Centurions  and  feveral  foldiers  had  conveyed  them- 
felves)  and  with  fuch  effedl,  that  he  moved  and  in- 
fluenced even  fuch  as  were  mcfl  cautious  and  pro- 
vident.    The  crowd  and  the  reft  loaded  him  with 

praifes. 
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praifes,  and  fcorning  the  refolutions  of  the  others 
as  cold  and  fpiritlefs,  extolled  him  as  the  only  brave 
man,  the  only  vigorous  leader.  This  renown  of 
his  he  firft  acquired  in  the  late  military  aflembly, 
where  the  letters  from  Vefpafian  were  publicly  re- 
cited For,  there  hereafoned  not,  like  mol^  others  in 
a  flile  equivocal  and  obfcure,  with  intent  to  wreft  the 
interpretation  hither  and  thither,  as  intereft  fhould 
require :  He  appeared  to  have  fallen  into  the  fubje£l 
of  debate  with  cpennefs  of  expreilion,  free  from 
all  difguife,  and  hence  became  more  acceptable  to 
the  foldiers,  fmce  he  thus  offered  himfelf  as  a  fharer 
in  their  lot,  whether  of  guilt  or  of  glory. 

The  fecond  to  him,  in  authority,  was  Corne- 
lius Fufcus  the  Procurator.  He  too  was  wont  to 
treat  Vitellius  with  implacable  invedives,  and  there- 
fore had  left  himfelf  no  room  for  hope  upon  ill  fuc- 
ccfs.  Titus  Ampius  Flavianus,  a  man  both  by 
nature  and  old  age  flow  and  irrefolute,  provoked 
the  fufpicion  of  the  foldiers,  as  if  he  too  well  re- 
membered his  affinity  with  Vitellius ;  as  likewife, 
for  that  having  upon  the  firft  uproar  of  the  Legions 
betaken  himfelf  to  flight,  and  then  of  his  own 
mere  motion  returned,  he  was  believed  to  watch 
an  occafion  for  executing  fome  traiterous  purpofe. 
For,  Flavianus,  after  deferting  Pannonia,  and  ar- 
riving in  Italy  at  a  diftance  from  hazard,  gave  way 
to  a  paflion  for  public  innovations  ;  whence  he  was 
-prompted  to  refume  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
General,  and  to  imbroil  himfeif  in  the  ftrife  of 
civil  arms.  He  was  excited  by  the  perfuafions  cf 
Cornelius  Fufcus,  out  of  no  need  that  he  had  of 
any  vigour  which  v/as  in  Flavianus,  but  only  for 
the  luftre  of  a  Confular  name,  as  an  honourable 
pretence  to  recommend  a  party,  juft  labouring  to 
rife. 

Now  to  render  the  march  into  Italy  fecure  and 
fuccefsful,  letters  were  fent  to  Apponius  Saturninus, 

to 


Booklir.        OF    TACITUS.  189 

to  follow  in   hafte,  with   his  army  from  Moefia. 
And  that  the  Provinces  thus  bereft  of  their  armies 
might  not  lye  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  the  barba- 
rous nations  adjoining,  the   Chiefs    of  the   people 
Jazyges  (a  nation  of  the  Sarmataeans)  that  is,  thofe 
amongft  them  who  fway  their  Community,  were 
taken  into  a  fellowfhip  in  the  war,  and  retained  in 
pay.     They  alfo  offered  their  populace  to  the  fer- 
vice,  and  their  power  of  horfe,  in  which  only  their 
whole  force  lies.     This  civility  was  reje6led,  left 
whilft  we  were  engaged  in  ftruggles  at  home,  they 
{hould  undertake  to  afTail  us  from  without,  or  per- 
haps upon  larger  reward  from  the  oppofite  fide,  re- 
nounce all  regard  to  truft  and  obligaiion.     Into  the 
party  were  drawn  Sido  and  Italicus,  Kings  of  the 
Suevians,  noted  for  tlieir  long  reverence  and  con- 
ftant  duty  to  the  Romans ;  as  their  people  too  were 
more  obfervant  of  their  plighted  faith.     On  the  fide 
towards  Rhaetia  guards  of  Auxiliaries  were  pofted, 
as  a  country  breathing  great  hoftility  to  the  caufe, 
and  under  the  Government  of  Fortius  Septiminus 
the  Procurator,  a  man   in   his  fidelity  to  Vitellius 
ftedfaft   and    incorruptible.      Sextilius    Felix    was 
therefore  fent  away  with  the  Squadron  of  horfe  fti- 
led  Aurlana^  eight  Cohorts,  and  the  youth  of  No- 
ricum   under  arms,  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  bank 
of  the  Oenus,  a  river  flowing  between  Rhaetia  and 
Noricum.     But,  while  neither  fide  would  venture 
an  engagement,  the  grand  competition  was  deter- 
mined elfewhere. 

Whilft  Antonius,  with  great  difpatch,  conducted 
a  body  of  Vexillaries  taken  from  the  Cohorts,  and 
part  of  the  horfe,  to  invade  Italy,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  Arius  Varus,  an  officer  fignal  for  bravery 
in  war  ;  which  renowned  chara£ter,  he  derived  from 
having  fervcd  under  Corbulo,  and  been  engaged  in 
the  fuccefsful  atchievements  of  that  great  Captain 
in  Armenia.     The  fame  man  was  faid,  in  fecret 

conferences 
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conferences  with  Nero  to  have  accufed  Corbulo,, 
and  blackened  his  merit  and  great  qualities.  Hence 
by  favour  infamoufly  gained,  he  rofe  to  the  rank 
of  a  principal  Centurion  j  a  promotion  which  (or 
the  prefent  proved  matter  of  joy,  but  as  it  W2is 
wickedly  obtained  turned  afterwards  to  his  over- 
throw. Now  Antonius  and  Varus,  when  once 
they  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  Aquileia,  were  admit- 
cd  into  all  the  neighbouring  Towns,  and  particu- 
larly received  at  Opitergion  and  Altinum,  with 
many  demonftrations  of  joy.  In  Altinum,  a  gar- 
rifon  was  left  to  oppofe  the  Fleet  at  Ravenna ;  for 
of  its  revolt  news  were  not  yet  arrived.  Then  they 
ftrengthened  their  party  with  the  addition  of  Pa- 
dua and  Atefte.  There  they  learnt  that  three  Co- 
horts of  Vitellius,  with  the  Squadron  of  horfe  called 
Scribonlana^  had  ere6led  a  bridge  at  Forum  Alien um, 
and  were  ported  there.  To  aflail  this  band,  l>ing 
void  of  circumfpedlion  (for  this  too  was  reported) 
the  opportunity  was  gladly  taken.  At  the  dawn 
of  day  they  fuddenly  encountered  and  fubdued  them, 
moft  of  them  unarmed.  Previous  orders  had  been 
given  to  the  affailants,  to  content  themfelves  with 
the  flaughter  of  a  few,  and  by  terror  to  con- 
ftrain  the  reft  to  exchange  their  allegiance.  There 
were  indeed  fome  who  inftantly  furrendered:  The 
greater  part,  by  flying  and  breaking  the  bridge, 
efcaped  the  violence  of  the  foe. 

After  the  vi6tory  was  grown  public,  and  as  t« 
the  party  of  Vefpafian  the  firft  actions  of  the  war 
had  proved  profperous,  there  arrived  at  Padua  two 
Legions  both  zealous  for  that  caufe,  the  feventh 
iirnamed  Galbiana^  with  the  thirteenth  name  Ge- 
viinay  and  Vedius  Aquila  its  Commander.  There 
a  few  days  were  allowed  for  repofe :  The  while, 
Minucius  Juftus,  Camp  Marflial  of  the  feventh 
Legion,  was  fent  away  to  Vefpafian,  and  thus 
/hatched  from  the  fury  of  the  foldiers,  for  that  he 
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exerted  an  authority  over  them  more  rigorous  tlian 
fuited  with  a  civil  war.  Antonius  at  this  time  ac> 
complifhed  a  thing,  which  having  been  long  wifh- 
cd,  was  through  popular  conftru6i:ion  heightened 
into  a  feat  of  high  glory,  by  cauHng  the  Statues  of 
(xalba,  which  by  the  violence  and  viciflitude  of  the 
times  had  been  thrown  down,  to  be  reftored  to  their 
wonted  place  and  reverence  in  all  the  municipal 
Cities.  For  he  judged  that  by  appearing  to  ap- 
prove the  reign  of  Galba,  and  to  countenance  the 
revival  of  his  party,  credit  would  be  derived  upon 
his  own. 

It  was  then  examined,  which  was  the  moft  proper 
place  for  the  feat  of  war ;  and  Verona  was  prefer- 
red, as  it  was  fituated  amongft  fpacious  plains,  fit 
for  encounters  of  horfe,  in  which  their  prime  force 
lay  :  Befides  it  was  deemed  an  exploit  of  notable 
advantage  and  renown,  to  depriv-e  Vitellius  of  a 
Colony  i'o  powerful  and  opulent.  In  their  march 
they  became  maflers  of  Vicetia;  an  acquifition 
which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  (for  it  is  a  City  of 
mean  force)  pafled  for  one  of  mighty  moment,  when 
it  was  considered  that  in  it  Caecina  was  born,  and 
from  the  General  of  the  enemy  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity was  fnatchcd.  The  pofTeflion  of  Verona  was 
a  valuable  prize,  and  by  its  wealth  and  example 
flrengthened  the  party.  Moreover,  by  this  fituati- 
on,  the  army  having  hemmed  in  Rhaetia  and  the 
Julian  Alps,  had  precluded  all  acceffion  of  forces 
from  Germany  :  Meafures  which  to  Vefpafian  were 
•either  not  known,  or  by  him  forbidden  ;  for  he  or- 
dered, that  beyond  Aquileia,  no  efforts  of  war 
ihould  be  made,  but  there  the  coming  of  Mucianus 
be  expe£led.  To  his  authority  he  added  reafoning, 
•  That  fmce  Egypt,  fmce  the  magazines  for  fupply- 
'  ing  Italy  with  provifion,  fmce  the  revenues  of 
'  the  moil  opulent  Provinces,  were  all  under  his 
^  povi'er  i  the  army  of  Vitellius,  through  want  of 

*  grain 
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*  grain  and  pay,  might   be   conftrained  to  come 

*  over.'  Mucianus  in  repeated  letters  urged  the 
fame  counfels,  contending  for  '  a  vi^^ory  void  of 
'  flaughter,  and  exempt  from  tears  and  forrow  j' 
with  the  like  falfe  colourings,  but  in  reality  from  a 
paflion  for  gaining  all  the  glory,  and  fludying  to 
referve  for  himfelf  the  intire  honour  of  the  war. 
But,  from  quarters  of  the  world  fo  remote  thefe 
counfels  arrived  after  the  affairs  were  determined. 

Antonius  therefore  making  an  excurfion  ex" 
tremely  fudden,  affaulted  the  quarters  of  the  ene- 
my ;  where  having  in  a  light  encounter  tried  their 
vigour,  they  parted  on  both  fides  upon  equal  terms. 
In  a  fhort  fpace,  Caecina  pitched  his  camp  be- 
tween Hoflilia,  a  village  in  the  territory  of  Verona, 
and  the  marfhes  of  the  river  Tartatus ;  fecure  in 
his  fituation,  as  behind  he  was  defended  by  the  river, 
on  each  fide  by  the  marfh.  What  he  wanted  was 
fidelity;  elfe  it  was  in  his  power,  with  the  whole 
forces  of  Vitellius  under  his  command,  either  to 
have  utterly  overwhelmed  fuch  a  fmall  band  as  two 
Legions,  or  driven  them  back  again,  and  forced  them 
to  abandon  Italy  by  a  fhameful  flight.  But  Caecina 
framing  manifold  delays,  traiteroully  facrificed  to 
the  enemy  the  flrfl  feafon  and  opportunities  of  fight- 
ing ;  continuing  by  letters  to  reprimand  them, 
when  by  arms  it  was  eafy  to  have  routed  them  ;  till 
by  the  intercourfe  of  mcfTengers  he  had  fettled  the 
ftipulations  of  his  difloyalty.  In  the  mean  time 
arrived  Aponius  Saturninus,  with  the  feventh  Le- 
gion, named  Claudiana.  (Jver  the  Legion  there 
commanded  Vipftanus  Meffalla,  in  quality  of  Tri- 
bune, a  man  fprung  from  a  race  fignally  noble,  in 
his  own  perfon  illuftrious,  and  the  only  one  who 
upon  worthy  defigns  engaged  in  that  war.  To 
thefe  forces,  no-wife  equal  to  thofe  of  Vitellius, 
(for  as  yet  they  were  no  more  than  three  Legions) 
Caecina  fent  letters.     In  them  he  condemned  their 
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raftinefs,  that  men  juft  vanquifhed  fliould  again 
venture  upon  arms.  The  bravery  of  the  Germaij 
army  he  difplayed  in  high  flights  of  praife.  His 
expreffions  of  Vitellius  were  fcanty  and  no  other 
than  common  J  and  againft  Vefpafian  not  a  contu- 
melious word  was  dropt.  In  conclufion,  nothing 
was  faid  tending  either  to  tempt  the  enemy,  or  to 
terrify  them.  In  anfwer,  the  Leaders  of  Vefpa- 
fian's  forces,  without  excufmg  their  paft  conduc^: 
and  fortune,  mentioned  Vefpafian  in  ftrains  very- 
high  and  fwelling,  exprefled  mighty  afllirance  in 
their  caufe,  declared  themfslves  fecure  of  the  ifiue, 
and  treated  Vitellius  in  tlie  Aileof  enemies  avowed. 
To  the  IVibunes  and  Centurions  they  gave  room 
to  hope,  that  whatever  favours  they  had  received 
from  Vitelline,  they  fhould  ftill  retain  ;  and,  in 
terms  fufficiently  plain,  exhorted  Cascina  to  de- 
ferc  In  a  public  alTembly  of  the  foldiers  both  let- 
ters were  recited,  and  ierved  to  iicighten  their  con- 
fidence, fince  Ciccina  had  written  in  language  Co 
fubmiflive,  like  one  under  awe  of  Vefpafian  j  and 
their  own  Generals  in  a  ftile  of  fcorn,  with  bold 
and  openinfuits  upon  Vitellius. 

Upon  the  arrival,  thereafter,  of  two  Legions, 
the  third  led  by  DilJius  Aponianus,  the  eighth  by 
Numifius  Lupis,  it  was  judged  proper  to  make  a 
difplay  of  their  forces,  and  to  draw  an  entrench- 
ment round  Verona.  As  it  fell  to  the  Legion  named 
Galbiana  to  work  upon  the  quarter  fronting  the  cp- 
pofite  camp,  the  fight  of  fome  horfe  of  their  own, 
miftaken  at  a  diftance  for  the  enemy,  filled  them 
with  pannic  fear.  In  an  inftant  they  grafped  their 
arms,  and  particularly  againft  Titus  Ampius  Fja- 
vianus,  whom  they  now  charged  as  a  traitor,  the 
wrath  of  the  foldiers  raged,  from  no  indication  of 
guilt;  but,  as  they  had  long  fince  borne  him  mor- 
tal rancour,  his  bloody  doom  v/as  demanded  with 
an  uproar,  like  that  of  a  tempefh     In  vehement 
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and  repeated  clamours  they  accufed   him,  '  as  the 

*  kinfman  of  Vltellius,  a  traitor  to  Otho,and  guilty 

*  of  appropriating  to  himfelf  the  donative  intended 

*  for  them.'  Liberty  for  defence  there  was  none, 
though  in  the  pofture  of  a  fupplicanthe  implored  it, 
with  his  hands  humbly  extended,  proilrating  him- 
felf again  and  again,  his  garments  rent,  his  face 
convulfed,  and  his  bofom  heaving  with  the  emoti- 
ons of  anguifh.  To  men  thus  enraged,  even  this 
his  woe  proved  a  frefii  incentive,  as  if  by  dread  fo 
cxcefTive  he  bewrayed  his  guilt.  Aponius,  as  he  at- 
tempted to  fpeak,  was  filenced  by  the  cries  of  the 
foldiers.  In  clamours  too,  and  fierce  noife  they 
refufed  to  hear  the  reft.  To  Antonius  only  their 
ears  were  found  open :  For,  befides  the  talent  of 
eloquence,  and  his  arts  in  foothing  a  multitude,  he 
was  withal  of  great  weight  and  eftimation  amongft 
them.  He,  when  the  fedition  was  growing  extreme 
and  tragical,  and  from  bitter  words  and  revilings 
they  proceeded  to  deeds  of  violence  and  the  fword, 
ordered  Flavianus  to  be  caft  into  irons.  The  fol- 
diers perceived  the  evafion,  and  forcing  away  fuch 
as  guarded  the  Tribunal,  were  about  to  perpetrate 
the  murder.  Antonius  oppofed  them  with  his 
fword  drawn,  with  proteftations  that  he  himfelf 
would firft  perifh  by  their  hands  or  his  own;  and 
where-ever  he  efpied  any  particular  men  known  to 
him,  or  diftinguilhed  by  the  ornaments  of  their 
ftation  in  the  army,  all  iuch  he  called  by  name  to 
affift  him.  Then  turning  towards  the  Enfigns  and 
military  Deities,  he  befought  them ,  '  That  upon  the 

*  armies  of  their  enemies  they  would  rather  pour 

*  that  blind  fury,  and  that  fpirit  of  diflention.* 
By  this  means  the  fedition  came  to  fubfide,  and  the 
day  now  clofmg,  they  all  dropped  ofF  to  their  feve- 
ral  tents.  That  very  night  Flavianus  departed, 
and,  on  his  way  to  Vefpafian,  met  letters  from 
him,  fuch  as  left  him  no  longer  any  caufe  of  fear. 

The 
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The  Legions,  as  if  they  had  run  mad  with  feme 
•infeaious  frenzy,  next  affailed  Aponius  Saturninus, 
General  of  the  forces  from  Mcefia,  with  outrage 
the  more  implacable,  for  that  they  began  not  as 
before,  when  fatigued  with  the  toil  and  duty  of  the 
day,  but  burfl  into  this   infurredion  at  noon,  pro- 
voked  by   certain  letters   difperfed   abroad,  which 
Saturninus  was  believed   to  have  writen  to  Vitelli- 
us.     As  amongft  the  foldiers  of  old,  to  furpafs  each 
other m  modefty  and  feats  of  valour  was  their  only 
contention,  they  at  this  time  vied   in  impudence 
and  mutinies:  Hence  they  refolved  that  they  would 
demand  the   execution    of  Aponius    with    no   lefs 
boldnefs  and  violence,  than  they  had  that  of  Flavia- 
nus.     For,  as  the  Mcefian  Legions  urged   that  in 
procuring  vengeance  to  the  Pannonian,  they  them- 
fdveshad   affifted  ;  and,  as  the  Pannonian  Legions 
appeared   to  think  that  by  the  fedition  of   others 
their  own  was  obliterated ;  both  rejoiced  in  repeat- 
ing their  guilt.     To  the  gardens  where  Saturninus 
was  retired,  they  freight  proceed  :  Nor  to  Antonius, 
nor   to    Aponianus  nor   to  MefTalla,  though    they 
ufed  every  effort,  did  he  fo  much  owe  his  delive- 
rance  as  to    a    hiding  place  fm^ularly  obfcure,  by 
having  conveyed  himfelf  into  the  furnaces  of  fome 
baths  by  chance  not  then  ufed.     Anon  having  dif- 
milTed  hisLiaors,  he  retired  to  Padua.     When  the 
Leaders  of  Confular  name  were  withdrawn,  to  An- 
tonius  alone   remained  the  power  and  fway  over 
both  armies,  by  the   conceilion   of  his  equals,  the 
other  Commanders   of  Legions,  and   by  the  bent 
and  partiality  of  the  foldiers.     Neither  were  there 
wanting  thofe  who  believed  both  thefe  feditions  to 
have   been  moved    by  the  intrigues  of  Antonius, 
that  upon  himfelf  alone  might  devolve  the  glory  and 
emoluments  of  the  war. 

Neither  in  the  part  of  Vitellius  were  their  fpirits 

found  more  pacific,  and  compofed  3  nay,  amongfl 
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them  prevailed  convulfions  more  fatal,  as  their  dif- 
orders  arofe  not  from  fufpicions  harboured  by  the 
crowd,  but  from  the  infideHty  of  their  Leaders. 
T'he  Marines  at  Ravenna,  already  wavering  in  their 
inclinations,  as  the  greater  part  were  natives  of 
Dalmatia  and  Pannonia,  (provinces  engaged  to  Vef- 
pafian)  were  gained  over  to  his  party  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Lucilius  Bafllis,  Commander  of  the  Pleet  ; 
at  that  City.  For  the  execution  of  the  treafon  the 
night  was  chofen,  that  the  authors  of  the  revolt 
enly,  might,  unknown  to  the  reft,  aflemble  in  the 
quarter  of  arms.  BafTus,  whether  he  were  afham- 
ed,  or  whether  he  feared  what  the  ifliie  might 
prove,  awaited  the  furcefs  privately  at  home.  The 
Captains  of  the  Gallies  fell  upon  the  Images  of  Vi- 
tellius,  demolifhing  them  with  terrible  uproar,  and 
after  fome  few  who  refifted  were  flaughtered,  the 
reft  of  the  crowd,  from  fondnefs  for  public  changes 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Vefpafian.  Then  went  forth 
Lucilius,  and  publicly  owned  that  from  his  counfels 
and  orders  the  defediion  had  fprung.  The  Fleet 
for  their  Commander  chofe  Cornelius  Fufcus,  who 
made  quick  difpatch  thither.  Baftus,  under  cufto- 
dy,  but  honourably  treated,  was  conveyed  by  fome 
light  veflcls  to  Hadria,  and  by  Mennius  Rufinus, 
who  commanded  a  Squadron  in  garrifon  there, 
thrown  into  bonds,  but  prefently  releafed  upon  the 
arrival  of  Hormus  Freedman  to  Vefpafian  :  For, 
he  too  was  confidered  in  the  rank  of  General  Of- 
ficers. 

Caecina,  when  he  found  that  the  revolt  of  the 
Navy  was  divulged,  aflembled  in  the  quarter  of 
arms  all  the  principal  Centurions  and  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  common  foldiers,  whilft  the  reft  were  dif- 
perfed  upon  the  fevered  duties  of  the  fervicc ;  for, 
he  warily  chofe  the  feafon  of  moft  folitude  in  the 
camp.  He  there  extolled  '  the  magnanimity  of 
*  Vefpafian,  and  the  power  of  his  party.  The  Fleet, 

'  the 
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'  the  magazine  of   provifions,  was  revolted;  both 
**Spains,  and  all   the  Gauls,  were  enemies  declar- 

*  ed  ;  upon  Rome,  where  nothing  was  found,  there 
<,  could  be  no  reliance  :'  with  the  like  reprefentations" 
concerning  Vitcllius,  all  in  the  worft  colours.  He 
then  forthwith  gave  them  the  oath  to  Vefpafian, 
and  they  who  were  his  accomplices  fetting  an  ex- 
ample, the  reft,  aftonifhed  and  difconcerted  by  an 
event  fo  fudden  and  ftrange,  took  it  after  them.  At 
the  fame  inftant  the  Images  of  Vitellius  were  pulled 
down  and  defaced,  and  meflengers  dlfpatched  to  ac- 
quaint Antonius  with  the  whole.  But  as  foon  as 
through  the  whole  camp  news  of  the  defeat  were 
fpread,  the  foldiers  flocked  to  the  quarter  of  arms  ; 
and,  as  they  beheld  the  name  of  Vefpafian  fet  up, 
the  effigies  of  Vitellius  flung  down,  the  firft  cffedl 
of  their  furprize  was  a  fdence  altogether  profound 
and  univerfal;  then,  in  a  moment,  there  burft  out, 
as  from  one  mouth,  a  torrent  of  refentment  and 
expoftulations.     '  Was   the   glory  of  the  German 

*  Army  fallen  thus   low,  that  without   fighting  a 

*  battle,  without  receiving  a  wound,  they  fhowld 

*  yield  their  hands  to  be  bound,  like  men  vanquifh- 
'  ed,  or  furrender  their  arms  like  captives  ?  For  in 

*  truth,  what  Legions  had  they  to  dread  ?  were  they 

*  not  the  Legions  already  routed  ?  and  even  from 
'  thefe  were  wanting  the  firft  and  the  fourteenth, 
'  who  conftituted  the  only  firength  of  Otho's  ar- 
'  my,  yet  whom,  in  the  fame  field,  they  had  rout- 
<  ed  and  overthrown  :  that  thence  they  themfelves, 
*^  yea,  fo  many  thoufand  men  fo  brave  and  armed, 

*  might  now  be  prefented  to  Antonius  a  fugitive 

*  and  exile,  like  a  drove  of  flaves  expofed  to  fale  in 

*  a  market :  As  if  eight  Legions  were  to  accrue  as 

*  fuccours,  to  a  fingle  Fleet.  Such  was  the  good 
'  pleafure  of  Bafius,  fuch  that  of  Caecina;  that 
•^  after  they  had  diverted  the  Emperor  of  his  houfes, 

*  of  his  gardens,  of  his  treafures,  they  would  alfo  di-r 
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*  veil  him  of  his  foldiers,    though   in    their   forcp 

*  not  impared,  in  their  perfons   i.o  wife  maimed, 

*  but    in    full    vigour ;  thus   to  be  rendered  d^fpi- 

*  cable  even  in  the  eyes  of  Vefpafian's  party.     To 

*  fuch   as  fhould   thereafter  afk  them  either   con- 

*  cerning  their  exploits  and  fuccefs,  or  their  lofles 

*  and  difafters,  what  anfwers  fhould  they  be  able 

*  to  make  ? '  Thefe  were  the  cries  of  each,  thefe 
the  cries  of  the  whole,  all  fiercely  uttered,  fuit- 
^bly  to  the  indignation  felt  by  each  particular : 
And  with  the  fifth  Legion  who  began,  the  reft  rea- 
dily concurred,  in  replacing  the  images  of  Vitel- 
Jius,  and  putting  Caecina  in  irons.  For  their  Lea- 
ders they  chofe  Fabius  Fabuilus,  Commander  of 
the  fifth  Legion,  and  Caffius  Longus,  Camp  Mar- 
fhal.  Certain  Marines  belonging  to  the  three  light 
Gallies,  they  butchered ;  men  unapprized  of  what 
3)ad  pafled,  free  from  guilt  or  defign,  and  only 
through  hazard  falling  in  their  way.  They  relin- 
tjuifiied  their  camp,  and  breaking  the  bridge,  march- 
ed back  again  to  Hoftilia,  from  thence  to  Cremo- 
na, there  to  rejoin  the  firft  Legion  named  Italica^ 
and  the  one  and  twentieth  firnamed  Ropax^  which 
Caecina  had  fent  forward  with  part  of  the  cavalry  to 
take  polleffion  of  Cremona. 

When  thefe  tranfaftions  were  known  to  Anto- 
nius,  he  refolved  forthwith  to  attack  the  enemy 
thus  raging  with  animofities,  and  divided  in  their 
forces,  ere  the  Leaders  had  recovered  authority,  the 
foldiers  their  difcipline  and  difobedience,  or  the 
Legions  fpirit  and  boldnefs  by  uniting.  For  he 
imagined  that  Fabius  Valens  muft  ere  now  have  left 
Rome,  and  would  upon  learning  the  defertion  of 
Caecina,  travel  with  great  celerity.  Moreover  Fa- 
bius bore  firm  faith  to  Vitellius,  and  was  no  novice 
in  war.  Befides,  it  was  feared  that  a  huge  hoft  of 
Germans  were  advancing  through  Rhaetia ;  and 
Vitellius  had  ordered  fuccours  to  repair  out  of  Bri-' 

tain. 
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t'lin,  and  Gaul,  and  Spain  ;  the  whole  a  fource  of 
war  terrible  and  confuming,  had  not  Antonius,  in 
dread  of  this  very  thing,  by  haftening' to  engage, 
anticipated  tlie  vicSlory.  With  his  whole  army  he 
marchc^d  from  Verona,  and  the  next  evening  en- 
camped at  Bedriacum.  The  day  following,  he 
fent  abroad  his  auxiliary  Cohorts  into  the  territo- 
ries of  Cremona,  that  under  colour  of  fupplying 
the  army  with  provifions,  they  might  become  har- 
dened in  the  pradlice  of  civil  plunder.  The  Legi- 
ons were  detained  the  while,  to  fortify  the  camp. 
He  himfelt  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe,  tra- 
velled eight  miles  from  Bedriacum,  thence  to  afford 
the  Cohorts  greater  fecurity  and  latitude  in  their 
ravages.  The  fcouts,  according  to  cuftcm,  were 
at  a  greater  diftance,  intent  upon  difcoveries. 

It  was  now  about  the  fifth  hour  of  the  day,  when 
there  arrived  one  upon  a  ileet  horfe,  with  tidings, 
'  that   the  enemy   approached  j  before   the   reft    a 

*  fmall  band   advanced ;    and,  on   every  fide  was 

*  heard  the  agitation  and  tumult  of  their  march/ 
Whilft  Antonius  was  concerting  what  meafures 
to  take,  Arrius  Varus  forv/ard  to  acquit  himfelf  a 
notable  champion,  rufhed  out  with  a  party  of  the 
refolute  horfe,  and  routed  the  front  of  the  enemy, 
yet  with  fmall  flaughter  j  fince,  as  there  flew  many 
to  fupport  their  fellows,  the  fortune  of  the  encoun- 
ter changed,  and  whoever  had  been  keeneft  in  pur- 
fuing,  proved  only  the  laft  in  flying.  Nor  indeed 
was  this  hafty  flep  taken  by  the  approbation  of 
Antonius,  who  judged  that  the  ifliie  would  be  fuch 
^s  it  happened.  He  now  exhorted  thofe  about  him, 
to  prepare  with  undaunted  fpirit,  for  battle,  and 
polling  his  troops  upon  each  hand,  left  a  pafTage 
between  for  the  reception  of  Varus  and  his  horfe- 
men.  To  the  Legions  orders  were  difpatched  to 
arm  :  Over  the  country  notice  to  the  Cohorts  was 
every  were  given,  to  quit  their  plUagej  and  haflen 
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the  feveral  neareft  ways  to  the  combat.  Varus  In 
the  mean  tjme,  in  terrible  affright,  had  conveyed 
himfelf  into  the  thickeft  of  his  band,  and  upon 
them  brought  general  dread.  Thus  they  who  were 
routed,  not  the  wounded  only  but  fuch  as  had  re- 
ceived no  hurt,  were  all  miferably  ftruggling  under 
their  own  fears,  and  with  ways  ftrait  and  obftrufted. 

No  part  belonging  to  the  duty  of  an  undaunted 
commander  or  to  that  of  a  moft  courageous  foldier, 
did  Antonius  omit  during  this  confternation.  Such 
as  were  difmayed  he  animated,  fuch  as  had  recoiled 
he  ftayed.  Where-ever  the  greatefl:  efforts  were 
required,  where-ever  any  hope  was  prefented,  he  rea- 
dily ailifted,  here  with  counfel  and  orders,  there 
with  his  fword ;  to  the  enemy  remarkable  by  his 
voice,  to  his  own  foldiers  manifefl  in  perfon.  At 
Jaft  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fervour  he  was  tranfported, 
that  with  his  javelin  he  transfixed  a  ftandard-bearer 
who  was  flying,  and  feizing  the  ftandard,  with  it 
inflantly  confronted  the  foe.  An  hundred,  and  no 
more,  ftruck  with  fhame  to  defert  their  General, 
returned  to  the  fight.  From  the  place  where  they 
fought  they  drew  their  advantage  and  relief^  for 
the  way  v/as  but  narrow,  and  the  river  too  running 
behind  (now  that  the  bridge  was  broken)  by  its 
high  banks  and  uncertain  depth,  interrupted  the 
fiight.  This  recefHty,  or  perhaps  fortune,  reftored 
the  forces  of  Vefpafian  juft  fmking  under  a  defeat. 
Firmly  compacted  together,  they  iuftained,  with 
ranks  clofe  and  impenetrable,  -the  aflaults  of  Vitel- 
iius  his  men,  v/ho  pouring  in,  like  a  rafh  and  dif- 
orderly  multitude,  were  inftantly  repulfed  and  dif- 
mayed. Antonius  urged  their  diforder,  purfued  the 
difcomfited,  broke  and  overthrew  fuch  as  flood. 
The  reft,  the  while,  betook  themfelves  to  plunder, 
to  make  captives,  or  to  feize  horfes  and  arms, 
jufl  as  their  feveral  inciinatic»ns  prompted  them. 
Such  too  were  the  ihouts  of  joy  as  to  reach  thofe 

whoiii 


Book  III.         OF    TACITUS.  201 

whom  fear  and  flight  had  juft  before  fcattered  over 
the  country ;  and  they  now  returned  to  fhare  in  the 
vicftory. 

Four  miles'  from  Cremona  were  defcried  the  re- 
fulgent Eagles  of  two  Legions,  Rapax^  and  Italica, 
Thus  far  they  had  come,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs 
of  their  cavalry,  who,  in  the  firft  encounter,  had 
proved  victorious.  But  when  fortune  changed, 
they  would  not  open  their  ranks,  would  not  aftord 
reception  to  their  unfortunate  friends,  beaten,  and 
flying  ;  would  not  advance  towards  the  enemy,  nor 
take  the  opportunity  of  falling  upon  forces  fpent 
with  fighting  and  long  purfuit  ;  an  opportunity 
whichi^robably  might  have  rendered  them  vidorious. 
In  truth,  djring  profperity  they  perceived  not  fo 
fenfibly  the  ufe  of  a  General,  as  in  adverfity  that 
they  wanted  him.  Upon  this  body  already  fluctu- 
ating and  irrefolute,  the  conquering  cavalry  made 
an  onfet,  fL.pported  by  Vipftanus  Meflalla  with  the 
Auxiliaries  from  Moefia,  who,  however  fuddenly 
they  had  been  levied,  v»'ere  in  feats  of  war  deemed 
equal  to  the  foldiers  of  the  Legions.  Moreover 
the  neighbouring  walls  of  Cremona,  the  furer  hopes 
of  refuge  they  yielded  them,  left  them  fomuch  the  lefs 
fpirit  to  maintain  the  conflict. 

Neither  did  Antonius  further  urge  his  victory: 
He  was  mindful  of  the  condition  of  his  men  and 
horfes,  wafted  with  heavy  fatigue,  and  afflicted  with 
many  wounds,  in  a  battle  which,  however  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  Ifliie,  had  proved  fo  doubtful  and  peril- 
lous.  In  the  clofe  of  the  evening  arrived  the  whole 
power  of  Vefpafian's  army.  As  they  marched  over 
hills  of  flain,  and  through  the  monuments  and  tra- 
ces of  a  carnage  fo  recent,  they  concluded  the  war 
to  be  completely  finiflied,  ;-nd  infiiled  to  be  led  di- 
recftly  to  Cremona,  either  to  bring  thefe  vanquifhed 
forces  to  furrender,  or  to  force  the  place.  This 
1  K   5  was 
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was  the  plaufible  language  which  they  ufed  openly  : 
But  privately  every  particular  reafoned  with  hini- 
felf  in  the  terms  follou^ing ;  '  That  the   City,  as 

*  it  was  fituated  in   a  plain,  might   be  taken   by 

*  ftorm.     In  forcing  an  entrance  in  the  dark,  they 

*  ftiould  be  prompted  with  the  fame  refolution,  and 

*  have   greater  latitude  for  fpoiiing.     Now  if  they 

*  awaited  the  return  of  day,  prefently  fupplications 

*  would  be  offered,  prefently  peace  would  be   ac- 

*  cepted  ;  and  for  their  toils  and  wounds  they  fhould 

*  only   reap  renown  and  the  prai'e   of  clemency, 

*  barren    gratifications ;  but    to    the    Commanders 

*  ef  Legions  and  principal  Officers  would   accrue 

*  the   wealth    of  Cremona :  Since   to  the   foldiers 

*  belonged  the   plunder  of  a  town    taken    by   the 

*  fword,  as  to   the   Leaders,  when  gained  by  fur- 

*  render.'  The  authority  of  their  Tribunes  and 
Centurions  they  utterly  flighted  ;  and  to  drown 
the  voice  of  any  one  who  offered  to  reafon  with 
them,  they  thundered  with  tlieir  arms,  ready  to  re- 
nounce all  command  unlefs  they  were  forthwith 
led  on. 

Antonlus  having  now  conveyed  himfelf  into  the 
crowd,  after  he  had  by  his  prefence  and  authority 
procured  filence,  declared.  That  qf  no  part  of  their 

*  glory,  of  no  part  of  their  recompence  fought  he 

*  to   deprive  men   fo  well  deferving  :  but  between 

*  an  army  and  its  Leaders  the  duties  were  fhared 

*  and  diftin^l.     To  the  foldiers  it    appertained  to 

*  dare  danger,  to  long  for  the  combat.  Ti  e  Ge* 
'  nerals  fhewed  their  excellence  in  providing  againft 
'  exigencies,  in  concerting  judicious  meafures ;  nay, 

*  oftener  by  patience   and  procraflination,  than  by 

*  hafte  and  hazard,  their  fuccefs  was  obtained.     As 

*  he  had,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  and  by  the  dint  of 

*  his  fword,  promoted  the  late  vicStory  with  all  his 

*  might,  he  was  ready   to  contribute  the  afliftance 

'  of 


Book  III.         OF    TACiTUS.         ^     203 

'  of  his  counfds  end   opinion ;  parts  eflentlal  to  a 
'  General.      In    truth,  the  difficulties   to  be   en- 
'  countered,  admitted  no  queftion  or  doubt ;  name- 
,  Iv,  the  nisht,  the  unknown  fituation  of  the  city, 
»  the  enemy  mafters  of  it,  on  all  hands  opportum- 
<  ties  for  circumvention  and  ambufh.     Knter,  in 
'  truth,  they  ought  not,  even  though  the  gates  were 
'  thrown  open,  even  though   it  were  full  day,  tiJl 
«  after  fure  fearch   and  intelligence.     Would  they 
'  indeed  begin  the  afTault,  while  yet  bereft  of  hght 
'  to  difcover  where   lay  the  moft  eafy  and  accefli- 
«  ble  places,  or  what  was  the  height  of  the  walls  ? 
«  Or    before  it  was   determined  whether  the  city 
'  were  to  be  attacked  by  miffive  engines  and  flights 
'  of  darts,  or  by  works  and  machines  for  battery  ? 
Then   turning   round   to    particulars,  he   enquired 
of  each,  '  If  with  him  he  had  brought  a  hatchet, 
«  a  pick-ax,  and  other  utenfils  for  befieiing  towns  j 
As    they     owned    that  they  had  not;    he   cried, 
'  With  fwords  and  fpears  alone  can  any_^hands  poi- 
'  fibly  break  through   and  overthrow  City  walls  t 
^  ShfTuld  we  beconftrained  to  throw  up  a  rampart^, 

*  Oiould  it  prove  neceffary  to  (helter  ourfelves  un- 
'  der  pent-houfes  of  boards,  and  {heds  of  hurdles: 

*  muft  v/e  not,  in  fuch  diftrefs.  remain  like  the 
«  vulgar  herd,  ever  thoughtlefs  and  improvident, 
'  impotently  flaring  at  the  lofty  towers  and  ftrong 
«  bulwarks  of  our  enemies  ?  Better  it  is  to  delay 

*  for  one  night ;  and  when  our  warlike  engines  and 

*  machines  are  brought,  carry  with  us  power  and 

*  viftory.' 

At  the  fame  inftant  he  difpatched  to  Bedriacum 
the  atttendants  and  followers  of  the  camp,  accom- 
panied by  the  freflieft  of  the  cavalry,  to  bring  a 
fupply  of  provifions,  with  whatever  el fe  the  prefcnt 
exigency  required.  As  the  foldiers  could  not  bear 
this  but  v/ith  impatience  and  regret,  an  infurreaion 
was  iuft  beginning,  when  fome  borfemen,  who 
^  K  6  li.^^ 
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had  advanced  clofe  to  the  walls  of  Cremona,  feized 
certain  ftragglers  rrom  thence.  By  them  a  difco ve- 
ry v^^as  made,  '  That  fix  Legions  belonging  to  Vi- 
'  tellius,  and  the  whole  hoft  which  had  quartered  at 
'  Hoftilia,  having  learnt  the  defeat  of  their  fellows, 
*  had  that  fame  day  marched  thirty  miles,  and  were 
'  juft  approaching  arrayed  for  battle.'  The  minds 
of  the  men,  otherwife  ftubborn  and  ungovernable, 
upon  this  terrible  alarm,  became  pliant  and  open  to 
thecounfel  of  their  Commander.  The  third  Legi- 
on he  ordered  to  poft  themfelves  upon  thePoflhu- 
mian  highv/ay.  Adjoining  to  it,  upon  the  left, 
flood  the  feventh,  called  Galbmna^  in  the  plain ; 
next  to  this  the  feventh,  named  Claudlana^  to  which 
a  common  ditch,  fuch  as  the  country  prefented, 
ferved  for  an  entrenchment.  L^pon  the  right  was 
placed  the  eighth ^  in  fields  open  to  the  great  road  ; 
then  the  thirteenth,  interfperfed  in  a  clofe  copfe. 
Such  was  the  difpofitior.  of  the  feveral  Eagles  and 
Enfigns  of  the  Legions.  The  foldiers  were  inter- 
mixed in  the  dark,  at  the  allotment  of  chance. 
Next  to  the  third  Legion  flood  the  banner  of  the 
Praetorians  j  the  auxiliary  Cohorts  upon  the  wings  j 
and  the  Cavalry  covered  the  flanks  and  the  rear. 
Sido  and  Italicus  from  Suevia,  at  the  head  of  a 
choice  band  of  their  nation,  ferved  in  the  foremoft 
ranks. 

Now  the  army  of  Vitellius,  who  in  all  dlfcretion 
ought  to  have  refted  at  Cremona,  and,  having  by- 
meat  and  fleep  recovered  their  vigour,  befet  the 
enemy  next  day,  and  pujfhed  them  to  an  overthrow, 
while  fpent  and  difabled  with  cold  and  fading  ;  yet, 
wanting  a  ruler,  and  deftitute  of  counfel,  about 
the  third  hour  of  the  night,  rufh  precipitately  upon 
the  forces  of  Vefpafian  already  prepared  and  even 
embattled.  Under  what  form  they  came  on  to  the 
aflault,  I  dare  not  undertake  to  explain,  difordered 
as  it  was  by  darknefs  and  their  own  rage  \  though 

others 
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others  have  recounted,  that  the  fourth  Legion, 
mmed  Maiedo:iica,  occupied  the  right  wing;  that 
the  fifth  and  fifteenth,  ftrengthened  with  the  Vex- 
illaries  of  the  ninth,  the  fccond,  and  twentieth, 
fall  three  Britifh  Legionsj  conffituted  the  main 
battle,  and,  that  the  fixteenth,  the  two  and  twen- 
tieth, and  the  firft,  furniflied  the  left  wing.  The 
foldiers  of  thofe  called  Rapax  and  lialica,  had 
mingled  thcmfelves  throughout  all  the  companies. 
The  cavalry  and  auxiliary  bands  chofe  their  own 
ftation.  During  the  whole  night  the  combat  held 
uncertain,  fhifting,  and  tragical;  now  deftrudive 
to  thefe,  anon  to  thofe.  Nothing  availed  bravery, 
nothing  ftrength,  nor,  in  truth,  the  eyes,  now  de- 
prived" of  difcernment.  In  both  hofts  the  arms 
were  alike,  and  the  v/atch  word  of  each,  by  being 
frequently  aflced  and  repeated,  became  known  to 
the  other.  Intermingled  without  diftin6tion  were 
the  ftandards,  juft  as  oppofite  parties  could  feize 
them  from  their  enemies,  and  pull  ,  them  hither 
and  thither.  Moft  forely  befet  was  the  feventh 
Legion,  one  lately  enrolled  by  Galba.  Out  of  it 
fix  Centurions  of  principal  rank  were  flain,  and 
fome  of  the  enfigns  were  taken.  The  Eagle  itfelf 
Atilius  Verus  had  preferved  ;  he  was  chief  Centa- 
rion,  who  in  its  defence  flew  heaps  of  the  enemy, 
and  at  laft  perifhed  himfelf. 

1^0  his  finking  battalions  Antonius  adminiftred 
fupport,  by  calhng  to  their  affiftance  the  body  of 
PrjEtorians.  They  at  the  firft  encounter  repulfed 
the  foe,  and  anon  fuiTered  a  repulfe.  For,  the  fol- 
diers of  Vitellius  had  now  removed  their  miflive 
engines,  and  planted  them  upon  the  ridge  of  the 
Pofthumian  way,  that  thence  with  more  room  and 
over  tl-ie  clear  fields  they  might  difcharge  their  dead- 
ly contents,  which  before  flew  at  random,  and, 
without  annoying  the  foe,  fmote  the  bufhes  One 
of  amazing  bulk,  of  the  fort  called  Bali/a,  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  the  fifteenth  Legion,  overthrew  the  ene- 
my's ranks,  by  pouring  upon  them  mafly  ftones  j 
and  deftru6lion  more  extenfive  had  followed,  but 
for  two  common  foldiers,  who  adventured  upon 
an  exploit  of  fignal  renown.  From  amongft  the 
flain  they  furnifhed  themfelves  with  fhieJds,  and 
paiTing  undifcovered,  cut  the  hgatures  and  fprings 
of  the  engines.  They  were  indeed  prefently  flaugh- 
tered,  and  thence  their  names  have  perifhcd :  Of 
the  acSlion  itfelf,  no  doubt  is  made.  To  neither 
fide  was  fortune  yet  leaning,  when  the  night  being 
well  nigh  fpent,  the  moon  rifmg  prefented  the  con- 
tending armies  to  fight,  but  deceived  the  eye.  More 
favourable  however  {he  proved  to  that  of  Vefpafian, 
as  {he  fhone  upon  their  backs;  for,  againl'^  the 
ihadows  of  the  men  and  hoifes,  thus  magnified, 
as  againft  their  real  bodies,  the  darts  and  arrows  of 
the  enemy  were  deceitfully  dire6^ed,  and  fell  ere 
they  reached  their  aim.  The  bands  of  Vitellius, 
who  from  the  refle6iion  in  front  {lood  clear  in  view, 
were  expofed,  quite  defencelels  and  furprlzed  to  be 
galled  by  men  who  thus  annoyed  them  as  it  were- 
from  a  hiding  place. 

Antonius,  therefore,  now  that  he  could  diflln- 
gui{h  his  own  men,  and  be  by  them  didinguilhed,. 
fet  himfelf  to  animate  them  feverally  by  different  in- 
iligations,  fome  by  fhame  and  reproof,  many  by  ap- 
plaufe  and  exhortation,  all  by  hopes  and  promifes. 
The  Legions  from  Pannonia  he  afked,  '  From  what 

*  motive  they  had  again  betaken  themfelves  to 
*■  arms  ?  This   was   the  field  in  which  they  might 

*  obliterate  the  flain  of  their  former  difgrace  ;  here 

*  the\'  might  recover  their  glory.'  1  hen  turning 
to  thofe  from  Moefia,  he  roufed  them,  '  As  the  men 

*  who   began  the  revolt,  and  were  the   fir{l  movers 

*  of  the  war.     In  vain  they  had  defied  the  powers 

*  of  Vitellius  with  big  words  and  menaces,  if  they 

*  could  not  bear  their  looks  and  blows/    In  this 

manner 
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manner  he  rcafoned  with  fuch  as  he  happened  to  ac- 
eoft  To  the  third  Legion  he  dtfcourfed  more  co- 
pioufly,  and  to  their  memory  recalled  their  feats  of 
renown  ancient  and  late;  *  How  under  Anthony 
'  they  had  overthrown   the  Parthians,  under  Cor- 

<  bulo  the  Armenians  ;  and  not  long  fmce  difcom- 
'  fitcd  the  Sarmatians/  He  next  applied,  with 
great  wrath,  to  the  Praetorians.  '  For  you  ;  faid 
^  he,  if  you  conquer  not  now,  what  other  Gene- 
^  ral  will  ever  receive  you,  what  other  camp  will 

<  admit  you,  who  are  no  longer  foldlers,  but  de- 
if  graded  ?  Yonder  amongft  the  foes  are  your  ban- 

*  ners  and  your  arms,  and  yonder,   if  you  arevan- 

*  quifhed,  death  abides   ycu  ;  for,  of  your   fhame 

*  you  have  already  feen  the  end  *  There  enfued 
from  every  quarter  cries  and  fhoutings  ;  and  juft 
then  the  third  Legion,  according  to  the  Cuftom  in 
Syria,  paid  their  adoration  to  the  rifing  fun. 

From  this  incident  a  rumour  flew,  whether  for- 
tuitous or  contrived  by  the  General,  '  That  Muci- 
'  anus  was  arrived,  and  between  the  armies  mutual 

*  falutations  had  pafTed.'  Inffantly  they  prefTed  to 
a  clofer  charge,  as  if  really  reinforced  by  frefli  fuc- 
cours.  In  truth,  Vitellius  his  hoft  were  already 
become  loofer  and  disjoined ;  as  men  who  without 
a  Leader  to  controul  them,  clofed  or  opened  jufl:  as 
particulars  were  moved  by  the  impulfe  of  their  own 
fury  or  fear.  When  Antonius  perceived  them  dif- 
ordered  and  plying,  he  puflied  them  vehemently 
with  a  ftrong  and  condenfed  band  ;  and  their  ranks 
yielding,  were  utterly  broken :  nor  was  it  poilible 
to  reftore  them,  as  they  were  embarraiTed  and 
obftrucled  by  their  own  carriages  and  engines.  The. 
conquerors  too,  eager  to  purfue,  covered  in  parties 
the  whole  way.  The  more  fignal  Vv^as  this  /laugh- 
ter, for  that  in  it  a  fon  flew  his  father.  I  fhall  here 
recount  the  fadl  and  the  names  of  the  men,  as  the 
fame  are  recorded  by  Vipftanus  MeflaJIa,    Julius 

Man- 
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Manfuetus,  a  native  of  Spain,  lifting  in  the  Legion 
called  Rapax,  left  behind  him  at  home  a  fon,  then 
a  boy,  who  afterwards  growing  up,  and  having 
been  under  Galba  enrolled  in  the  feventh  Legion, 
happened  here  to  confront  his  father,  and  wounded 
him  fo  that  he  fell.     Whilfl  he  rifled  this  his  parent 
juft  expiring,  he  was   by  him  known,  and   knew 
him  again.     He  then  embraced  his  pale  coarfe,  and 
with  a  voice  doleful  and  fad,  fupplicated  the  manes 
of  his  father  '  to  be   atoned,  nor  to  hold  him  in 
*  horrour  as    a   paricide ;    upon   the   public    only 
'  the  crime  was  to  be  charged ;  and   in   a  general 
«  tumult  of  civil  arms  poor  and  (m^W  was  the  part 
'  of  a  finglc  foldier/     He  at   the   fame  time  lifted 
up  the  body,  digged  a  grave,  and  towards  his  pa- 
rent  difcharged    the    iaft   duty.     Such    who    were 
neareft  obferved    what   pafTed,  as   did   then  many 
more.     Hence  through  the  whole  hoft  the  wonder- 
ful accident  flew,  with  many   v/ailings,  and  with 
bitter  execration  upon  a  war    thus   unnatural  and 
barbarous.      Yet   with  never    the    more  reludance 
they  proceeded  firft   to  butcher,  then  to  fpoil  their 
kinfmen,  their  relations,  nay,  their  brethren.  Thev 
tell  what  a  crying  iniquity   has  been  done,  and  do 
it. 

Upon  their  approach  to  Ciemona,  there  pre- 
fented  itfelf  a  tafk  altogether  new  and  immenfe.  In 
the  war  againft  Otho,  the  foldiers  from  Germany 
had  pitched  their  camp  quite  round  the  walls,  and 
quite  round  their  camp  had  drawn  a  great  trench; 
and  to  this  too  had  fmce  added  frefh  bulwarks.  At 
fight  of  all  thefe  the  conquerors  were  checked,  and 
hefitated,  as  in  truth  their  Leaders  were  unrefolved 
what  diredions  to  give.  To  proceed  to  the  aflault 
with  an  army  already  wafted  and  weary  with  the 
continued  toils  of  a  day  and  a  night,  were  an  en- 
terprize  full  of  difficulty  ;  and,  as  no  fuccour  or 
refuge  was  nigh,  it  were  full  of  danger.    Jf  they 

fliould 
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ftiould  return  to  Beclriacum,  intolerable  were  the 
fatigue  from  a  journey  fo  long,  and  vain  and  abor- 
tive u'ould  then  prove  their  victory  gained.  Should 
they  here  flay  and  encamp,  this  too  was  a  courfe 
to  be  dreaded  fo  near  the  enemy  ;  for  that  by  a  fud- 
den  Tally  he  might  attack  and  diftrefs  the  men  when 
difperfed  and  employed  in  their  works.  Above  all 
their  apprehenfions  was  that  adminiftred  by  their 
own  foldiers,  men  apter  to  tempt  perils  than  to  bear 
delays.  To  them  all  meafures  that  were  fafe  were 
diftafteful,  and  in  feats  of  temerity  they  placed 
their  hopes ;  fo  that  for  all  the  flaughter  which 
they  fuffered,  for  all  their  eorings,  and  their  blood 
fpilt,  they  found  full  compenfation  in  the  luft  and 
fruition  of  fpoil. 

To  this  humour  Antonius  yielded,  and  ordered 
the  foldiers,  in  the  form  of  a  ring,  to  inveft  the 
entrenchment  for  an  equal  aflault.  At  firft  the 
confli6t  was  maintained  by  diftant  vollies  of  ftones 
and  arrows ;  whence  the  foreft  havock  fell  upon 
the  forces  of  Vefpafian,  as  againft  them  blows 
were  dealt  with  force  fuperior  from  above.  Anon 
he  afligned  different  flations  to  the  feveral  Legions, 
round  the  ramparts  and  againft  the  feveral  gates ; 
that  by  thus  dividing  the  tafk  into  lots  the  coward 
might  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  brave,  and  a  com- 
petition for  glory  animate  all.  To  the  third  Le- 
gion and  the  feventh  belonged  the  quarter  facing 
the  road  to  Bedriacum ;  as  did  that  upon  the  right 
hand  to  the  eighth  and  the  feventh,  named  ClaU" 
diana.  The  ardour  of  the  thirteenth  Legion  car- 
ried them  diredlly  to  the  Port  towards  Brixia. 
There  enfued  a  fhort  refpite,  till  from  the  neigh- 
bouring fields  were  brought  fpades  add  pickaxes  by 
fome,  by  others  hooks  and  ladders.  Then  raifmg 
their  fliields  over  their  head%  and  thence  forming 
a  continued  fhell,  under  its  fhelter  they  advanced 
to  the  foot  of  the  bulwarks.     On  both  fid.s  was 

pofTcfled 
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poflcfTpd  the  military  prov/efs  of  Romans :  The 
bands  of  Viteiln  s  hurled  down  quantities  of  mio-h- 
ty  Hones ;  and  as  the  fheJI,  thus  battered,  became 
loofeand  tottering,  with  fpears  and  long  poles  they 
pierced  and  rent  it,  till  they  had  thus  -.juite  dif- 
iblved  the  contexture  of  the  fhields  ;  then  beat  to 
the  ground  the  men  beneath,  and  flaughtered  or 
maimed  them  with  i:uge  havock. 
,  The  onfet  began  to  flacken  and  difcontinue,  till 
the  Leaders  v/ho  found  the  foldiers  exhaufted,  and 
unmoved  by  exhortations  barren  of  profit,  pointed 
to  Cremona,  and  offered  it  as  their  fpoil.  Whether 
by  Hormus  this  device  was  ftarted,  as  MefTlla 
recounts,  or  whether  more  credit  be  due  to  the  au- 
thority of  Caius  Plinius,  who  charges  it  upon 
Antonius;  is  a  doubt  which  I  cannot  eafily  clear. 
I  fhall  only  fay  that,  even  in  this  proceeding,  hor- 
rible as  it  v/as,  neither  did  Antonius,  nor  did  Hormas, 
in  the  leafl  vary  from  the  courfe  of  their  paft  lives 
and  infamy.  Thus  encouraged,  nothing  could  fcare 
or  retard  the  men  ;  regardlefs  of  wounds  and  blood, 
they  laboured  to  demolifh  the  rampart,  prefled  and 
battered  the  gates,  flood  upon  the  (boulders  of  one 
another,  climbed  upon  the  fhell  of  (hields  now 
reflored,  and  feized  the  weapons  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  nay,  the  hands  too  which  held  them. 
Together  headlong  tumbled  the  hale  and  the 
maimed,  fuch  as  were  half  dead  with  fuch  as  were 
juft  dying,  and  together  perifhed  under  various 
forms  :  So  that  here  in  all  its  ghaftly  views,  the 
horrors  of  death  were  dlfplayed. 

By  the  feventh  Legion  and  the  third,  the  iierceft 
conflidt  was  maintained.  The  General  too,  An- 
tonius, with  a  fele(St  detachment  of  Auxiliaries,  ex- 
erted himfelf  in  the  fame  quarter.  When  the  party 
of  Vitcllius  v/ere  no  longer  able  to  fuflain  the  fhock 
of  men  all  obftinately  combined  to  fucceed  or  die, 
and  as  their  difcharges  from  above  were  all  diflipated 

by 
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by'  the  fhell  of  fhields  below  ;  they  at  laft  hurled  ' 
down  upon  the  afraliants  the  miiUve  engine  itfelf, 
huge  and  panderous  as  it  was.  As  this  failed  not 
to  crufn  and  overwhelm  thofe  upon  whom  it  fell, 
fo  in  its  own  overthrow  it  involved  that  of  the 
pinnacles  and  ridge  of  the  ramparts.  At  the  fame 
inftant  the  tower  adjoining  yielded  to  the  continual 
vollies  of  ftones,  and  fell.  Whilit  here  the  feventh 
Legion,  formed  into  a  band  fharp  in  front,  ftrove 
to  enter,  the  third  with  their  fwords  and  axes  broke 
the  gate.  That  Calus  Voltifius,  a  foldier  of  the 
third  Legion,  was  the  firft  who  forced  an  entrance, 
is  apparent  from  the  concurrence  of  all  hiftorians. 
He  having  mounted  the  rampart,  pufhed  down  all 
who  refifted,  and  by  his  hand  and  his  voice  mani- 
fefting  himfelf  to  his  fellows,  cried  aloud  that  the 
camp  was  taken.  The  refl:  then  burft  in  :  for  Vi- 
tfellius  his  men,  now  reduced  to  utter  difmay,  were 
already  leaping  with  great  hurry  from  the  battle- 
ments. With  the  bodies  of  the  flain  was  filled  the 
whole  fpace  between  the  camp  and  Cremona. 

Here  again  was  prefented  a  new  fcene  of  diffi- 
culties and  fatigues,  the  walk  of  the  Gity  mighty 
and  high,  ftrong  towers  of  ftone,  the  gate  fecured 
with  vaft  bars  of  iron,  the  foldiers  already  brandifh- 
ing  their  inftruments  of  deftrudion,  the  inhabi- 
tants numerous  and  devoted  to  the  party  of  Vitel- 
lius,  in  the  town  a  great  part  of  Italy  aflembled  at 
the  Fair  now  holden  there  upon  Itated  days :  An 
incident  v/hich  to  thofe  who  defended  it  yielded 
rtiatter  of  fuccour,  becaufe  of  the  multitude;  and, 
to  thofe  who  attacked  it,  matter  of  ftimulation, 
becaufe  of  the  prey.  Antonius  ordered  fire  to  be 
immediately  fettoall  themoftfumptuous  and  beautiful 
buildings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  City ;  if 
peradventure  the  people  of  Cremona  might,  by  fee- 
ing their  pofTeiHons  deftroyed  be  induced  to  change 
their  allegiance.     Into  fuch  houfe&  as  flood  near  the 

walls 
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walls  and    in    height  exceeded  the  battlements,  he 
conveyed  all  his  braveft  men,  enow  to  fill  the  upper 
itories  j    from  whence  with  rafters,  tiles  and  flaminff 
torches,  they  drove  away  all  who  made  oppofition 
^  Already  the  Legions  had  compaaed   and  formed 
themselves   mto    a   fliell,  whilft  others  were    now 
pourmg  volleys  of  ftones  and  darts,  when  the  bra- 
\;ery  of  the  Vitellian  bands  began  by  little  and  lit- 
tle to  droop.     Each,  in  proportion  as  he  excelled 
in  rank,  was  forv/ard  to  yield  to  fortune:  Thew> 
feai^dthat,  were  Cremona  too  once  flormed,  there 
would  be  no  longer  room  for  pardon  left,  and  all 
the  fury  of  the  conquerors  would  recoil,  not  upon 
the  rabble  of  foldiers,  bare  and  indigent,  but  upon 
the  Tribunes  and   Centurions,  men   whofe  blood 
promifed  booty.     Tl^e  common  men,  who  beyond 
the  prefent  think   not,  and  from  the  lownefs  of 
their  lot  derive  the  greater  fafety,  perfifted  in  their 
oppofition.     They   roved    through   the   ftreets,  or 
lay  retired  in  the  houfes^  and   fought  not  peace 
even  at  a  time  when  they  had  dropped  ail  efforts  of 
war.     The  chief  officers  abolifhed  the  name  and 
images  of  Vitellius :    From  Cscina  too  they  re- 
moved  his   bonds  (for   even   then   he  was   under 
them)  and  befought  him  to  plead  in  their  behalf  for 
mercy.     As  he  denied  their  fuit  and  iwelkd  with 
haughtinefs  and  fcorn,  they  per/eve  red  .to.  impor- 
tune him  with  many  tears :  The  iaft  inftance  furely, 
and  the  higheft  of  affliaion  and  abafement,  whenu 
fo  many,  brave  men  were  reduced  to  fupplicate   the 
fuccour  of  a  traitor.     Next  they  hung  Ucm  th^ 
walls  the  facred  hoods  and  veils  from  the  temples ; 
and,  when  Antonius   had  ordered   all  violence    to 
ie  flayed,  they  bore  forth  their  Eagles  and  Bankers. 
After   followed    the   forrowful  hoft   without   their. 
arms,  and 'v/ith  their  eyes  faflened  to  the  ground* 
Around  them  gathered  the  conquerors,  and'^at  firft 
mfultedthem  with  revilings,  nay,were  near  chaftifing 

them 
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them  with  blows :  Yet,  as  it  was  perceived  how 
tamely  the  vanquifhed  prefented  their  perfons  ajid 
faces  to  all  indignities,  how  they  had  relinquifhed 
all  pride  and  fiercenefs,  and  bore  with  fignal  pati- 
ence all  their  calamities,  it  began  to  be  remem- 
bred,  that  thefe  were  the  fame  men,  who  having 
gained  the  late  victory  at  Bedriacum,  had  tempered 
their  fuccefs  with  lenity.  But  as  foon  as  Caecina 
approached,  arrayed  and  attended  with  Liftors  and 
the  Robe  of  State,  and  parted  in  the  pomp  of  Con- 
ful  through  a  lane  purpofdy  made  in  the  throng, 
rage  feized  the  conquering  hoil.  They  bitterly 
upbraided  him  for  his  pride,  and  for  his  cruelty  ; 
nay,  fuch  is  the  abhorrence  naturally  annexed  to 
-deeds  of  villainy,  that  they  even  upbraided  him  for 
bis  revolt.  Antonius  checked  their  violence,  and 
furnifhing  him  with  a  guard,  fent  him  away  to- 
wards Vefpafian. 

The  populace  of  Cremona,  the  while,  were 
forely  opprefled  among  fuch  a  multitude  of  armed 
men.  They  were  in  truth  threatened  with  a  prefent 
maflacre,  till,  by  the  intreaties  of  the  Leaders,  the 
raging  foldiers  became  affwaged.  Antonius  more-^ 
over  calling  an  afiembly,  made  a  fpeech,  full  of 
high  applaufes  upon  the  conquerors,  full  of  gen- 
tlenefs  towards  the  vanquifhed.  To  Cremona  his 
expreffions  boded  neither  mercy  nor  wrath.  The 
army,  befides  their  inherent  luft  of  plunder,  were 
ftimulated  by  an  old  rancour  to  feek  the  overthrow 
of  that  Colony.  The  inhabitants  were  believed, 
even  in  the  war  againft  Otho,  to  have  fupported 
the  caufe  of  Vitellius:  Soon  after  too,  when  the 
thirteenth  Legion  had  been  left  to  rear  an  Amphi- 
theatre there,  as  the  lower  Citizens  every  where 
have  fpirits  pert  and  fcornful,  they  of  Cremona  had 
with  biting  and  petulant  jefts  conllantly  provoked 
and  derided  the  men.  To  heighten  this  ill  humour 
and  defpight  there  concurred  the  late  combat  of 

Gladiators 
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Gladiators  prefented  there  by  Cxcina,  and  that  the 
fame  place  had  been  now  tv^  ice  the  feat  of  the  waf, 
that  it  had  furiiiilied-the  army  of  Vitelii'us  with  pro' 
yifions,  that  eycxi .  fpme  of 'the  women  were  flain 
in  the  fight,  carried  thither  by  their  pa/T.onate  zeal 
for  the  caufe.  Moreover  by  means  of  the  Fair,  the 
City,  though  in  itfelf  very  rich,  was  filled  with  a 
difplay  of  wta'th  flill  more  abundant.  The  other 
Leaders  were  all  eclipfed  by  Antonius.  Upon  him 
his  fignal  fortune  and  fame  drew  all  eyes.  He,  to 
wafh  himfelf  from  the  ftains  of  blood,  had  prefent 
recourfe  to  a  bath,  where  a  word  which  he  hap- 
pened to  drop,  was  quickly  remarked  and  divuKed 
As  he  complained  of  the  imperfea  warmth,  bemad- 
ded, that  ^  jt  would  fuddenly  prove  abundantly  hot  -^ 
A  faymg  which,  though  pieafantly  uttered  to  his 
flaves,  turned  upon  him  the  whole  odium  and  in- 
dignation of  the  Public,  as  if  by  this  he  had  given 
the  watch-word  for  fetting  fire  to  Cremona,  which 
was  already  in  a  blaze. 

Into  it  there  had   rufhed  forty  thoufand  men,  all 
in  their  arms ;  of  the  bafe  retainers   to  the  camp, 
Itili  a  greater  number,  and  more  abandoned  to  feats 
of  licentioufnefs    and   barbarity.     No   fccurity  ac- 
crued from  the  age  of  perfons,  none  from  dignity 
of  place,  and  neither  proved  a  reflraint  from  join- 
ing a6ts  of  conflupration  to  thofe  of  murder,  and 
ads  of   murder  to  thofe  of  conflupration.     Men 
itooping  under  a   load  of  years,  and  matrons  paft 
their  age,  as  they  would  yield  no  price,   were  drag- 
ged along  in  mockery  and  mirth.     When  in  their 
way  there  {e]\  any  virgin  grown,  or  lovely  boy; 
after  all  the  limbs  of  the  tender  prey  were  rent  afun- 
der  by  the  ffruggles  and  competition  o\  thefe  fons 
of  cruelty;    then,  in  the   rage  of  difappointment, 
?xtu  ^/^^^^  ^'^^^^y  iiands  they  butcheied  each  other. 
Whilfl  from  the  feveral  Temples  they  were  carry- 
ing loads  of  treafure,  or  the  facred  gifts  and  orna- 
ments 
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ments  of  mafly  gold,  every  one  under  2  Surden  of 
his  o'/  n,  they  were  themfclvcs  fpoiJcd  ar^a  Haiieh- 
tered  by  others  who  were  ftronger.  Some  defpifing 
the  booty  which  was  prefent  and  obvious,  by  mer- 
cilefs  tortures  and  ftripes  forced  the  proprietors  to 
fearch  out  whatever  they  had  concealed,  to  dig  up 
whatever  they  had  buried.  In  their  hands  they  bore 
flaming  torches  :  Thefe  they  threw,  as  notable  fport, 
into  empty  houfes,  fuch  as  they  had  juft  ftripped, 
and  into  Temples  which  thcv'  had  firft  made  defo- 
late  And,  as  in  an  army  different  in  language  and 
cuftoms,  an  army  varioufly  compofed,  of  Romcin 
Citizens,  of  confederates,  and  of  ftrangers  ;  vari- 
ous too  and  different  were  their  pailions  and  pur- 
fuits  ;  and  to  e\'ery  one  fome  or  other  adt  of  vio- 
lence feemed  right ;  nor  was  any  a6l  whatfoever  for- 
born  as  unjufl.  During  four  whole  days  did  Cre- 
mona bear  depredations  and  the  flames.  When  un- 
der the  fury  of  the  fire  all  things,  whether  facred  or 
profane,  had  fubfided,  the  Temple  of  Mephitis, 
{landing  without  the  walls,  remained  intire,  whe- 
ther, by  its  fituation,  not  expofed,  or  preferved  by 
the  interpofition  of  the  Goddefs. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Cremona,  two  hundred  and 
eighty-fix  years  after  its  rife.  It  was  founded  under 
the  Confulihip  of  Tiberius  Sempronius  and  Publius 
Corneliu-s,  when  Hannibal  was  ready  to  fall  into 
Italy,  as  a  barrier  againit  the  Gauls  on  the  other 
fide  the  Po,  or  any  other  power  meditating  an  ir- 
ruption from  beyond  the  Alps.  Thus  it  grew  and 
flourifhed  in  number  of  people,  convenience  of  ri- 
vers, richnefs  of  territory,  and  affinities  with  other 
nations  of  Italy ;  a  Colony  in  all  our  foreign  wars 
never  hurt,  but  in  our  civil  difTentions  fignally  un- 
happy. Antonius,  flruck  with  fliame  for  the  bar- 
barity committed,  which  upon  him  was  continually 
drawing  frefh  abhorrence,  ifTued  a  public  order, 
*  That  no  one  Ihould  prefume  to  hold  captive  any 

6  '  citizen 
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<  citizen  of  Cremona.'  Vain  too  and  unprofitable 
to  the  foldiers  had  fuch  prey  been  rendered  by  the 
unanimous  combination  of  Italy,  to  refufe  the  pur- 
chafe  of  fuch  for  their  flaves.  Thus  they  who  had 
them  began  to  murder  them.  When  this  inhuma- 
nity became  known,  their  kindred  and  relations 
made  hafte  to  redeem  them.  Shortly  after  the  re- 
mainder of  the  people  returned  to  Cremona,  The 
places  of  public  refort,  and  the  Temples  were  re- 
stored by  the  liberality  and  contribution  of  the  Co- 
lony. They  had  moreover,  to  encourage  them, 
fpecial  countenance  and  exhortation  from  Vefpa- 
fian. 

Now  as  through  putrefaiflion  and  carcafles  the 
ground  was  polluted  and  noifome,  the  vanquilhers 
could  not  long  lodge  upon  the  ruins  in  which  the 
city  was  buried.  They  therefore  retired  three  miles 
from  thence,  and  finding  the  foldiers  of  Vitellius 
fcattered  and  difmayed,  replaced  them  again,  each 
under  his  former  banner.  Over  Illyricum  too  they 
difperfed  the  conquered  Legions;  left,  as  the  civil 
war  ftill  fubfifted,  they  might  form  dangerous  de- 
figns.  They  thereafter  fent  mefiengers  into  Bri- 
tain and  into  both  Spains,  there  to  blazon  their  vic- 
tory ;  as  into  Gaul  they  alfo  difpatched  Julius  Ca- 
lenus  a  Tribune,  and  into  Germany  Alpinus  Mon- 
tanus  Commander  of  a  Cohort,  two  ofiicers  chofen 
for  oflentation  and  parade,  as  the  latter  was  of 
Treves,  the  former  an  Eduan,  both  partizans  of 
Vitellius.  At  the  fame  times,  guards  were  pofted 
upon  the  pafTes  of  the  Alps  from  a  jealoufy  enter- 
tained of  Germany,  as  if  for  the  fuccour  of  Vi- 
tellius that  country  were  arming. 

Now  Vitellius,  when  Cascina  was  departed,  hav- 
ing in  a  few  days  after  caufed  Fabius  Valens  to  take 
the  field,  abandoning  the  fundlions  of  an  Emperor, 
fmothered  all  his  cares  in  voluptuoufnefs  and  excefs, 
made  no  warlike  preparations,  by  no  military  ex- 

ercifcs 
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ercifes  preferved  the  vigour  of  the  foldicrs,  by  no 
pathetic  harangues  inrpired  them  with  coniidence 
and  zeal,  (hewed  himlelf  not  in  public,  nor  court- 
ed the  affection  of  the  people,  but  buried  in  the 
bowers  and  alleys  of  his  gardens,  had  in  oblivion 
equally  drou^ned  all  thoughts  of  things  paft,  pre- 
fent,  and  future  J  li!:e  certain  beads  fo  liftlefs  and 
heavy,  that  if  you  throw  them  but  provender,  lie 
flill  for  ever,  refigned  to  ftupidity  and  flumbering. 
Under  this  courfe  of  floth  and  gluttony,  in  the  grove 
at  Aricinum,  he  v/as  alarmed  with  tidings  of  the 
defertion  of  Lucilius  Ballus,  and  the  uefe£lion  of 
the  Fleet  at  Ravenna.  Soon  after  came  another  me- 
lancholy account,  yet  blended  with  Joy,  that  Cae- 
ciiia  had  revolted,  hut  by  the  army  was  caft  into 
bonds.  In  his  fpirit  undifcerning  and  fliupid,  joy 
overcame  anxiety.  Back  he  returned  to  R-ome 
with  mighty  alacrity  and  exultation,  and  in  a  full 
aflembly  accumulated  many  p^'aiies  upon  the  duty 
arid  devotion  of  the  Ajldic  s.  Upon  Publius  Sabi- 
nus.  Captain  of  the  Pn^etorian  Guards,  becaufe  of 
his  intimacy  with  Caecina,  he  ord  red  chains  to  be 
put,  and  in  his  place  fubftituted  Aiphenus  Varus. 

He  prefently  after  met  the  bienaie  and  to  them 
addrefled  himfelf  in  a  fpeech  purpofely  framed,  with 
ftrainj  very  high  and  boailing.  To  thefe  the  Sena- 
tors replied  in  many  flights  of  elaborate  fiattery. 
The  fill}:  who  propofed  judgment  to  pafs  againTt  Cae- 
cina, a  judgment  deadly  and  terrible,  Vv^as  Lucius 
Vitellius.  Immediately  all  the  red,  in  a  Oilc  of  in- 
dignation well  fludied,  declared  their  abhorrence, 
'  (hat  he  who  v/as  Conful  fhould  thus  betray  the 
'  Commonweal,  he  vvho  was  General,  his  Em.  e  or; 
'  he,  upon  whom  had  been  poured  riches  fo  vaft,  pub- 
'  lie  honours  fo  many,  betray  his  friend  and  benefac- 
'  tor.'  Thus  they  app^rared  to  complain  in  behalf  of 
Vitellius,  but  inreaUty  uttered  their  own  juft  grief  and 
refentment.  In  all  their  fpeeches  not  a  man  drooped 
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the  leaft  invecciveagainft  the  oppofite  Leaders.  They 
only  blamed  '  the  miftakeand  indiicretion  of  the  ar- 
<  mies,'   and  with  great  circumfpcaion  avoided   all 
mention  of  Vefpafian.  One  too  was  found  who  by  fer- 
vilc  court  obtained  the  Confulfhip  for  one  day,  (as  fo 
much  remauied  of  Caecina's  term)  with  infinite  de- 
rifion  upon  him  who  beftowed.   as  well  as  upon  hmi 
Avho  accepted.     Upon  the  laft  day  of  Oaober,  Ro- 
fcius  Regulus  began  this  h  s  Magiflracy,  and  v-  ith 
the  day  his  Magiftracy  ended.     It  was  by  wife  men 
obferved,  that  never  till  then   had  one  Lonful  betn 
fubflituted  to  another,  till  the  office  were  firfr  abro- 
gated, or  a  law  folemnly  publilhed.     For  there  had 
been  before  a  Conful  for  one  day,  Caninius   Rebi- 
lus,  during  the  Diaatorfhip  of  Julius  CaHir,  at  a 
jundure  when  offices  were  fhortened  to  gratify  fuch   , 
as  had  merited  in  the  civil  War. 

During  thcfe  days  was  publicly  known  the  deata 
of  Junius  yisefus,  and  employed  the  tongues  of  all 
men.  Concerning  it  I  have  learnt  the  following 
account.  Vitellius,  whilflhe  laboured  under  a  griev- 
ous malady  in  the  gardens  of  Servilius,  perceived, 
during  the  night,  a  tower  in  the  neighbourhood  il- 
luminated with  a  multitude  of  lights.  As  he  ex- 
prefied  curiofity  to  know  the  occafion,  he  was  m- 
formed,  '  That  C-icina  l^ufcus  celebrated  at  his 

*  houfe  a   great  banquet  for  many  guefts,  but  the 

*  foremoft  in  dignity  was  Junius  Blaefus.'  In  re- 
couming  particulars,  terrible  aagravations  v/cre  made 
and  every  thing  mifreprefented,  '  What  pompous 

<  preparations  and  parade,  to  what  flights  of  gayity 
«  and  mad  revellings  they  had  let  loofe  their  minds.' 
Nor  were  there  wanting  fome  to  arraign  Tufcus 
himfelf  and  others:  But  they  charged  Blaifus  as 
more  criminal  than  all,  '  That  whilft  the  Emperor 

<  languifbed  under  ficknefs,  he  thus  kept  days  of 
«  feftivity  and  rejoicing/     When  to  fuch  as  eagerly 
watch  the  paflions  and  difgufls  of  Princes,  it  ap- 
peared 
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peared  manlfeft  that  the  Emperor  was  cxafperated^ 
and  that  the  doom  of  Blaefus  might  be  accomplifhed, 
upon  Lucius  Viteliius  was  prefently  devolved  the 
tallc  of  maintaining  the  accufation.  He,  from  a 
fpirit  of  maUgaity  aiid  em'y^  bearing  fpecial  enmity 
to  Blaefus,  for  that  in  a  reputation  glorious  and  po- 
pular, he  fo  far  furpalFed  himfelf,  contaminated  with 
every  fort  of  infamy,  went  directly,  and  opening 
the  Emperor's  chamber,  catched  in  his  arms  the 
Emperors  fon,  and  before  him  fell  upon  his  knees. 
'I'o  the  other,  who  inquired  info  the  caufe  of  fuch 
his  confufion,  he  anfwered,  '  That  from  no  dread 
'  of  his  own,  from  no  anxiety  for  himfelf,  he  came 
*■  thus  to  pour  out  his   prayers   and  tears :  No ;  it 

*  v/as  for  his  brother,  it  was  for  the  children  of  his 
'  brother,  that  thefe  prayers  were  uttered  and  thefe 
'  tears  flowed  In  vain  was  Vefpafian  feared,  he 
'  whom  fo  many  German  Legions,  whom  Co  many 

*  Provinces  all  faithful   and   brave,    whom   finally 

*  tracks  fo  immcnfe  of  land  and  fea,  concurred  to 

*  repel  and  confine  to  regions  far  remote.  It  h&^ 
'  hoved  him  rather  to  guard  againft  an  enemy  wltlv 

*  in  the  walls  of  Rome,  nay,  an  enemy  in  his  own 
'  bofom  ;  one  who  for  his  anciTrors  boafted  the  Ji*.- 
'  nian   Houfe,  and    that   of  Mark   Anthony  ;  orm 

*  fprung  from  the  race  of  the  Caefars,  and  oflfici- 
'  oufiy  prefentiag  himfelf  to  the  foiJiers,  to  win 
'  their  aftctStions  by  his  complaifance,  to  raife  their 

*  admiration  of  his  magnificence.     L^pon  this  ol> 

*  -jeci:  centered  the  minds  of  all  men,  \vhilft  Vitel^ 
*-lius,    regardlefs  of  friends  and  enemies,  cherijflied 

*  his   fupplanter,  who  from  amidft  the  frolics  and 

*  wantonnefs  of  banqueting,  beheld  the  pains  and 

*  agonies  of  the  Prince.  Upon  the  Emperor  it  was 
^  incumbent  for  tliis  night's  infolent  and  ill-timed 
'  mirth,  to  repay  him  with  a  night  doleful  and  dead- 

*  ly  ;  whence  he  might  be  convinced  that  Viteliius 
*^  iMU  lived,  that  he  ftill  reigned,  and,  Hiould  fate 
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*  happen  to    remove   him,    had   a   foji    to  fuccced 

*  him.' 

Whilfl  between  the  iniquity  propofed  and  fear 
for  himfelf,  Vitclhus  wavered  under  perplexity  and 
difmay,  led  by  deferring  the  doom  of  Blaefus  he 
fhould  haften  his  own,  and  from  openly  ordering 
t.ie  execution  much  pubHc  hate  and  horror  might 
enfue,  he  found  it  the  beft  expedient  to  difpatch  him 
by  poifon.  To  the  guilt  of  this  black  exploit  he, 
added  credit  and  proof,  by  vifiting  Blaefus  in  his  laft 
moments,  with  glaring  marks  of  joy.  He  was  al- 
(o  heard  to  drop  an  exprefTion  full  of  barbarity,  by 
declaring  (for  I  fhall  repeat  the  very  words)   '  That 

*  he  had  glutted  his  eyes  by  beholding  the  death  of 
'  his  ent my.'  In  Blaefus,  beAdes  the  fi2:nal  fplen- 
dor  of  his  race,  and  the  elegance  of  his  hfe  and  ac-' 
comphfhments,  there  had  been  found  faith  and  al- 
Jegiance  not  to  be  changed.  He  had  been  before 
courted  by  Csecina  and  other  Grandees  of  the  par- 
ty, to  join  v/ith  them  againft  Vitellius,  whom  even 
then  they  were  cafiing  ofF  wliilf!:  his  caufe  yet  prof- 
pered  without  check  ;  but,  with  conflancy  unftjaken, 
he  rejeeted  their  fuit,  and  ever  fhewed  himfelf  a 
man  void  of  all  ftain,  free  from  all  faction,  fond 
of  no  fudden  elevation  whatfoever,  and  fo  much  lefs 
fond  of  fovereignty,  that  he  narrowly  miffed  being 
deemed  w^orthy  of  it. 

Fablus  Valen.s,  in  the  mean  time,  at  the  head  of 
a  huge  and  efFeminate  holt  of  eunuchs  and  hailots, 
advancing  with  a  pace  too  flack  and  indolent  for^ 
one  who  proceeded  to  war,  received  tidings  fent 
exprefs,  that  Lucilius  Bailus  had  betrayed  to  the 
enemy  the  Fleet  at  Ravenna  :  and,  had  he  quicken- 
ed his  march,  he  might  have  prevented  the  defec- 
tion of  Caecina,  then  halting,  or  at  leaft  have  over- 
taken the  Legions  ere  the  battle  had  been  rifqued. 
Nor  were  there  wanting  fome  to  advife  him,  '  That 
'  with  a  few  faithful  attendants,    chufing  private 
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'  ways,  and  avoiding  Ravenna,  he  fhould  travel  di- 
'  rectly  to  Koftilia  or  Cremona.'  To  others  it 
feemed  more  eligible,  '  to  fend  to  Rome  for  the 
'  Pnrtorian  Guards,  and  then  with  a  powerful  band 
'  force  their  way  '  He  himfelf,  •  yielding  to  fruit- 
lef^  procraftinations,  Vv'aded,  in  confulting,  the  op- 
portunities (or  acting.  Anon,  flighting  both  thefe 
counfels,  and  (hewing  neither  fufncient  rcfolution 
nor  (ufRcient  forcfight,  he  chofe  a  part  which  in  de- 
fperate  exigencies  is  ever  ihe  wor(i:,  by  following  a 
middle  courfe  :  He  wrote  to  Vitcllius,  and  defned 
fuccours. 

•  Froin  Vitcllius  came  three  Cohorts  with  the  Squa- 
dron of  horfc  from  Britain  ,  a  number  ill  concerted, 
too  great  to  be  led  by  ftealth,  not  great  enough  to 
break  through  th.e  enemy.  Valens,  even  under  all 
the  diilrefs  ar.d  pe  i:  tliat  cncompaffcd  him,  forbore 
not  to  earn  frefli  infamy,  but  was  branded  for  riot- 
ing in  wicked  and  impure  pleafures,  and  for  defil- 
ing; the  houfes  of  his  fcveral  hofls-  with  feats  of  adul- 
tery  and  conftupration.  He  was  in  veiled  v/ith  pow- 
er, furnifhed  with  treafure,  and  now  exerting  the 
lad:  efforts  of  dzbauchcry  during  the  overthrow  of 
his  fortune.  At  laft,  upon  the  coming  of  the  foot 
and  horfe,  appeared  the  unhappy  abfurdity  of  the 
meafures  taken  ;  fmce  a  band  fo  fmall,  however 
faithful  in  their  adherence  they  had  been,  were  nei-  " 
ther  able  to  march  through  an  enemy's  countrv, 
nor  had  brought  v/ith  them  perfect  fteadinefs  and 
fidelity.  They  were,  however,  checked  by  fhame, 
and  by  reverence  for  the  prefence  of  their  General ; 
reftraints  which  were  not  likely  to  laft  amongft  men 
thirfting  after  dangers,  hardened  againft  all  leni^e  of 
reproach  and  difhonour.  Moved  with  this  appre- 
henfion,  and  retaining  with  himfelf  a  few,  fuch  as 
had  not  changed  their  affections  upon  the  change  of 
fortune,  he  fent  forward  the  Cohorts  to  Ariminum  : 
The  Cavalry  he  ordered  to  guard  their  rear.  He 
L  3  him- 


.22^  THE    !n  S  T  O  R  y       Book  III. 

himfeir  turnii)g  afiJe,  bent  his  ccurfe  to  Umbria, 
and  from  thence  to  Etrui  ia.  Having  here  le  rnt  the 
iflue  of  the  battle  at  Cremona,  he  conceived  a  de- 
sign no  wife  daftardly,  which,  had  it  been  accom"- 
plill.eJ,  would  have  produced  very  terrible  events  : 
He  propofed  to  embark  for  Narbon  Gaul,  and  land- 
ing upon  any  part  of  that  coafi:,  to  roufe  all  the 
Provinces  oi'  Ciaul,  and  all  the  Roman  forces  there, 
as  alfo  the  I'everal  Jiatlons  of  Germany,  and  thenc* 
a  new  war, 

Againrt  theganlfonof  Ariminum,  difmayed  up- 
on the  departure  of  Valens,  Cornelius  Fufcus  ad- 
vanced with  an  army,  and  fending  fmall  galiies 
round  the  neighbouring  fhore,  befet  them  by  land 
and  fea.  He  alfo  pofTelTed  himfeif  of  the  plains  of 
Umbria,  and  of  the  territories  of  Picenum  all  along 
the  Adriatic  Gulph.  Thus  between  Vefpafian  and 
Vitellius  all  Italy  vi^as  fhared,  and  the  ridges  of  the 
Apennine  w^erc  the  common  boundary.  Fabius  Va- 
lens having  embarked  in  the  Port  of  Pifa,  vi^as  by  a 
contrary  wind,  or  a  calm,  forced  to  land  at  Mo- 
naco. Not  far  from  thence  abode  Marius  Matu- 
rus,  Procurator  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  a  faithful 
adherent  to  Vitellius,  one  who,  though  all  the  coun- 
try round  efpoufed  the  oppofite  party,  had  never 
fwerVed  from  his  allegiance.  From  him  Valens 
found  a  kind  reception,  but  was  deterred  by  him 
from  venturing  raflily  into  Narbon  Gaul.  His  fol- 
lowers at  the  fame  time  began  to  warp,  their  faith 
yielding  to  the  force  of  fear.  Por  into  the  oath  to 
Vefpafian,  Valerius  Paulinus  the  Procurator  had 
drawn  ail  the  States  round  about ;  an  Officer  of 
known  bravery,  and  Vefpafian's  friend  before  his 
elevation.  In  the  Colony  of  Forojulium  too,  as  a 
city  which  commanded  all  accefs  from  the  fea,  he 
held  a  garrifon,  confiding  of  men  difchargcd  by 
Vitellius,  now  again  all  invited  to  takp  arms,  and 
all  frankly  refuming  them.     So  much  the  greater 
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alfo  was  his  fvvay,  for  that  Forojulium  was  his  na- 
tive city  ;  and  amongft  the  Prsetorians  he  pofiefled 
much  perfonal  reverence,  as  having  been  once  their 
Tribune.  Moreover  the  inhabitants,  through  par- 
tiality to  their  fellow-citizen,  and  in  profpedt  of 
aggrandizing  thenifelves,  exerted  all  their  might  to 
fupport  the  party.  When  all  thefe  terrible  difpo- 
fitions  with  fuch  care  fettled,  and  by  the  voice  of 
rumour  amply  heightened,  were  currently  related 
amongfl:  the  adherents  of  V^itelliu^,  already  anxious 
and  perplexed,  Fabius  Valens  returned  direcftly  to 
his  vefTels  with  four  of  the  Emperor's  body-guardj 
three  friends,  and  as  many  Centurions.  To  Ma- 
turus  and  tliC  reft,  if  they  lifted  to  ftay,  and  fvvear 
to  Vefpafian,  full  liberty  was  left.  For  what  re- 
mains ;  to  Valens  the  fea  doubtlefs  yielded  greater 
fecurity  than  any  abode  in  cities  or  upon  the  ihore  ; 
but,  whilft  he  remained  under  painful  doubt  about 
his  future  fortune,  and  rather  certain  what  to  avoid 
than  upon  what  to  rely,  he  was  by  the  violence  of 
contrary  winds  driven  upon  the  Stechades,  Iflands 
near  Marfeilles.  There  fome  gallies,  purpofely  fent 
by  Paulinus,  took  him  prifoner. 

When  Valens  was  taken,  all  places  followed  the 
fortune  of  the  conqueror;  as  in  Spain  the  example 
began  from  the  firft  Legion  named  Jdjutrixy  which, 
in  tendernefs  to  the  memory  of  Otho,  bearing  de- 
fpight  to  Vitellius,  drev/  at  this  time  along  with  it 
the  tenth  alfo  and  tlie  fixth.  Nor,  in  the  Provinces 
of  Gaul,  was  there  any  hefitation.  And,  as  in  Bri- 
tain fignal  was  the  afFecftion  found  for  Vefpafian, 
who  had,  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  commanded  the 
fecond  Legion  there,  and  acquitted  himfelf  with 
great  glory,  and  martial  prowefs ;  that  country  too 
acceded  to  his  party  ;  yet  not  without  flruggle  and 
oppofition  from  the  other  Legions,  in  which  many- 
Centurions  and  many  fcldiers  had  been  promoted  by 
L  4  Vitel- 
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Vitellius,  and  were  brought  with  regret  to  change 
a  prince  v/noni  they  had  already  experienced. 

From  this  animority  and  conteft  in  the  army,  and 
from  the  rumours  of  our  intefline  v/ar,  continually 
flying,  the  Eri'ons  refumed  their  ancient  defiance 
and  hoftilitics,  led  by  the  fvvay  of  Vcnufius,  v^ho, 
befides  his  inherent  ferocity,  and  .fettled  hate  to  the 
Roman  name,  was  inflanied  by  perfonal  enmity  and 
rage  towards  Queen  Cartifmandua.  This  Lady 
ruled  over  the  Brigantes,  mighty  in  the  luftre  of  her 
race,  rier  puifiance  too  had  been  largely  augment- 
ed, unce  her  taking  of  King  Cara6^acus,  whom  by 
guile  fiie  had  feized,  and  delivering  him  to  the  Ro- 
mans had  thence  the  merit  of  having  embellifhed 
the  triumph  of  the  Emperor  Claudius.  Hence  her 
great  opulence,  and  hence  the  wild  riot  following 
profperity.  Rejecting  Venufius,  who  was  her  hus- 
band, fheefpoLifed  Vellocatus  his  armour-bearer,  and 
upon  him  with  her  perfon  conferred  her  crown.  By 
this  a(fl  of  reproach  fhe  wrought  the  prefent  difTo- 
lution  of  her  houfe  With  her  hufband  remained 
the  zeal  and  inclinations  of  the  State  ;  for  the  adul- 
terer was  engaged  t'iC  lewdnefs  of  the  Queen,  and 
all  her  cruelty  exerted.  Venufius  having  called  ia 
fuccours,  and  gained  the  Brigantes  themfelves  to  re- 
volt, reduced  Cartifmandua  to  extreme  peril  and 
diftrefs.  From  the  Romans  flie  then  implored  a 
reinforcement  ;  and  indeed  our  Cohorts  and  Squa- 
drons of  horfe,  after  feveral  encou:  ters  with  vari- 
able fuccefs,  refcued  the  Q^ieen  herfelf  from  im-  • 
pending  peril.  The  Kingdom  continued  to  Veiiu- 
ilus,  and  upon  us  the  war. 

During  the  fame  conjuncture,  commotions  pre- 
vailed in  Germany,  as  well  through  the  fpiritlefs 
conduct  of  our  Generals,  as  through  the  turbulent 
behaviour  of  the  Legions.  Jnfomuch  that  by  af- 
■fauks  from  foreign  nations,   and  by  the  perfidiouf- 
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nefs  and  defeftion  of  nations  allied,  the  Roman  in* 
tereft  there  had    well   nigh   been  abolirned,      I  friall 
hereafter   recount   the    ftory   of  this  v/ar,  with   its 
caufes   and   events  ;    for   it   continued  long.     The 
people  of  Dacia  too  v/ere  up  in  arms,  a  nation  ne- 
ver well   afieited,  and  then  by  no  awe  reftrainedj, 
fince  the  army  was  withdrawn  out  of  Moefia.      1  he 
firil:   movements   of  affairs   they  had  watched  witb 
attention,  but  in  quiet :  Anon,   when  they  had  learnt 
*:'  ci..  all  Italy  was   in   a  blaze   of  war,  and  on  both 
ndes  hoftile  minds  and  hoifile  .doings,  they  ftormed 
the  winter  locio;ments  of  the  auxiliary   Cohorts  and 
Cavalry,  and  became  mafiers  of  both  banks  of  the 
Danube.      They   were  already  proceeding  to  demo- 
liih  the  entrenchmeiits  of  the  Legions,  had  not  Ma- 
cianus  fent  the  fixth  Legion  to  oppofe   them  :  For 
he  was  apprized   of  the   vi(5iory  at  Cremona,  and 
apprehended  what  a  terrible  ftorm  of  foreign  violence 
mulf   from  each  quarter  enfue,  iliould  the  Dacians 
and  Germans  once  break  in  through  different  limitSr 
Prefent   and   aiiifting,  as   often  elfe,  fo  then  furely 
was  the  good  fortune  of  the  Ionian  People,  which 
thither  jufi:  at  that  inftant  drew  Alucianus,  and  the 
iorces  of  the  Kail ;  befides  that,  ere  he  came,  we 
had    finifned    the   contefl    at    Cremona.     Fcnteius- 
Agrippa,  juil:  arrived  from  AHa,  where  he  liad  go- 
verned for  a  year  with  Proconfular  authority,  was- 
appointed  Governor  of  Mcefia,  with  a  fupply   of 
forces  taken  out  of  the  late  army  of  V'itelLus  ;  fince,. 
to.  difperfe  them  through  the   Provinces,  and  hold 
them  entangled  in  a  war  againfl:  foreigners,  was  a 
meafure  concerted  to  preferve  domeftic  peace. 

Nor  in  other  nations  was  there  compofure  found- 
Throughout  Pontus,  one  who  v/as-  a  barbarian  and 
a  flave,  and  once  Commander  of  the  navy  royal 
there,  bad  with  notable  fuddenneft  excited  an  up- 
roar of  arms.  It  w^s  Anicetus,  Freedman  to  King 
Polcmon;  and  under  him  in  times  pad:  mighty  in 
L  5.  power^ 
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power,  now  full  of  bittemefs  and  regret,  ever  fmce 
the  Kingdom  had  been  changed  into  a  Roman 
Province.  Arraying  therefore,  in  the  name  of 
Viteilius,  the  feveral  nations  that  dwell  in  Pontus, 
and,  with  the  profpedl  of  fpoil,  feducing  all  fuch 
as  were  extremely  indigent,  he  faw  himfelf  Leader 
of  no  inconfiderable  band,  and  with  great  rapi- 
dity afiailed  and  entered  Trapefund,  a  City  of 
Afia  exceeding  ancient,  founded  by  the  Grecians 
upon  the  utmoft  confines  of  Pontus.  There  a  Co- 
hort was  Haughtered,  the  fame  formerly  retained  in 
the  fervice  of  the  King :  They  had  thereafter  been 
prefented  with  the  privilege  of  Roman  Citizens, 
and  thence  in  their  arms  and  banners  adhered  to 
the  ufage  of  the  Romans,  yet  ftill  followed  the  idle 
life  and  licentious  fpirit  of  Greeks.  He  likev/ife 
burned  the  Fleet,  and  with  fcorn  and  infults  fcoured 
the  fea  then  unguarded,  as  from  thence  Mucianus 
had  called  the  choice  Gallies  and  all  the  Marines  to 
Byzantium.  Nay,  the  neighbouring  Barbarians, 
cafting  off  all  reverence  and  fear,  roved  about  for 
fpoil  in  veflels  haftily  built,  fuch  as  they  call  (hcdsy 
fhallow  in  the  fides,  wide  at  bottom,  and  framed 
without  bandage  of  iron  or  1  rafs.  When  the  fea 
rages,  in  proportion  to  the  fwelling  of  the  waves 
they  heighten  the  fhell  of  their  boats  with  additio- 
nal planks,  till  by  degrees  they  clofe  above  like  a 
roof.  Thus  they  roll  amongfl:  the  furges,  with  both 
ends  fliarp,  and  formed  to  row  indifferently  hither 
or  thither,  with  eafe  and  fafety. 

This  affair  merited  the  attention  of  Vefpafian, 
who,  to  en<l  it,  chofe  out  a  body  of  Vtxillaries 
from  the  Legions,  and  for  their  Leader,  Verdius 
Geminus,  all  Officer  diftinguifhed  in  war.  He, 
aflaiJing  the  enemy  whilft  they  were  difconcerted, 
and  roam.ing  afunder  in  purfuit  of  prey,  drove 
them  into  their  vefTels ;  then  in  fome  gallies  made 
with  difpatch,  chafed  Anicetus  into  the  mouth  of 
Ihe  rivei  Chobus  s  where  he  relied  for  fafety  upon 
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the  proteaion  of  Sedochus  King  of  the  Lazians,  an 
ally  whom  he  had  purchafed  by  money  and  prcfents. 
And  at  firll  the  King,  in  defence  of  his  fupplicant, 
betook  himfdf  to  menaces  and  arms  ;  but,  as  foon 
as  a  recompence  for  his  treachery  was  propofed,  and 
a  war  threatened,  if  he  reHifed,  his  fidelity  vaniOied 
like  that  of  other  Barbarians:  He  ftruck  a  bargain 
for  the  life  of  Anicctus,  and  furrendered  all  the  fu- 
gitives. Thus  ended  that  fervile  war.  Whilft  Vef- 
pafian  was  yet  rejoicing  over  this  vidory,  to  fee 
that  upon  all  his  meafures  there  attended  a  torrent  of 
fuccefs  furpaffinghis  own  wifbes,  tidings  of  the  battle 
at  Cremona  overtook  him  in  Egypt.  Hence  he 
fpeeded  the  fafter  to  Alexandria,  that,  fmce  the  ar^ 
mv  of  Vitellius  was  utterly  broken,  he  might  now 
alfo  diflrefs  Rome  itfelf  byVamine.  a  City  ever  need- 
ing fupplies  from  abroad.  For  he  was  moreover 
preparing  to  invade  Africa  by  land  and  fea,  a  coun- 
try fituated  upon  the  fame  coaft,  and  by  intercept- 
ing the  fourccs  of  bread,  to  bring  upon  the  enemy 
tlie  calamity  of  hunger,  and  with  it  that  of  diilen- 
Tion. 

Whilft  by  fuch  changes  as  thefe  over  the  face  ot 
the  v/hole  earth,  the  fortune  of  the  Empire  was 
palling  from  one  head  to  another,  Antonius  Primus 
proceeded  by  no  means  in  the  fame  meafure  of  in- 
nocence after  his  fuccefs  at  Cremona;  as  he  judged 
that  what  war  cou'd  do  he  had  amply  done,  and 
whatever  was  to  follow  would  be  eafily  accomplifll- 
ed;  or  whether  it  v/ere,  that,  in  a  fpirit  like  his,  a 
flow  of  felicity  only  laid  open  the  avarice^  prjde, 
and  other  vices  hitherto  fmothered  and  lurking  in 
it  He  opprefled  Italy  as  a  country  l>y  conqueft 
doomed  to  fpoil ;  he  foothed  and  courted  the  Le- 
gions as  his  own  ;  in  all  his  facings,  in  all  his  do- 
ings, he  fought  to  fortify  himfelf,  fought  to  lay  a 
mfghty  foundation  of  power  -,  and  that  he  might 
inure  the  foldiers  to  wantonnefs,  and  wild  freedom, 
L  6  h© 
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he  frankly  committed  to  the  dircretion  of  the  Le- 
gioiiS  the  choice  of  Centurions  in  the  room  of  fuch 
as  were  flain.  By  thcfe  p()pu]ar  fuffragcs-,  every  the 
mod  factic'us  and  tinbulent  fpirit  came  to  be  cho- 
fen  ;  nor  were  the  foidicrs  any  longer  under  the  con- 
troulment  of  their  Leaders,  but  the  Leaders  forced 
headlong  by  the  fury  of  the  foldiers  :  Proceedings  ap- 
pirently  feuitious,  and  contrived  to  debauch  the  ar- 
my. Anon  he  betook  himfelf  to  feats  of  rapine, 
without  the  leaft  awe  of  Mucianus  who  was  ap- 
proaching ;  a  negledt  of  more  terrible  confequcnce 
than  if  he  had  corjtemned  V'^efpafian  in  perfon. 

Now,  as  winter  advanced,  and  the  plains  were 
flooded  by  the  over£ov>^ing  of  the  Po,  the  army 
marched  forward,  lightly  equipped,  free  from  in- 
cumbrance'and  baggage.  At  Verona  were  left  the 
Banners  and  Eagles  of  the  vicloricus  Legions,  with 
all  that  were  aged,  and  all  that  were  maimed,  as 
alfo  many  who  were  hale  and  unhurt.  As  the  rage 
of  the  v/ar  v/as  already  extinguifhed,  it  feen^ed  fuf- 
ficient  to  lead  on  the  auxiliary  Coh(.rts  and  Cavalry, 
with  a  chofen  band  from  the  Legions.  The  ele- 
venth Legion  joined  the  hoil:  ;  a  Legion  v,  hich  at 
firft  had  halted,  but  now,  feeing  the  ifTue  profper- 
ous,  grieved  that  in  it  they  had  no  (hare.  There 
accompanied  thefe,  fix  thouf-;nd  Dalmatians  lately 
levied.  Of  all  thefe  additional  forces  Poppaeus  Sil- 
vanus,  a  man  of  Confular  qualky,  was  Leader ; 
but  in  Annius  BafTus,  Commander  of  that  Legion, 
the  v/hole  controul  and  management  lay.  He,  un- 
der the  guife  of  fubmitting  and  obeying,  ruled  Sil- 
vanus,  as  one  of  himfelf  impotent  in  war,  and  ever 
wafting  in  talk  the  feafons  of  acStion  :  nor  did  An- 
nius fail  to  afiift  at  whatever  required  difpatch,  with 
condant  induflry  void  of  offentation.  To  thefe 
forces  v/ere  added  all  the  feledt  Marines  from  Ra- 
venna, men  who  made  fuit  to  be  employed  in  the 
Lrgions.     Their  places  in  the  fleet  were  fupplied 

by 
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hv  the  Dalmatians.  The  army  and  its  Leaders 
halted  at  the  IVinple  of  Fortune,  under  doubt  and 
hefitation  about  the  purfuit  of  their  main  defign  ; 
for  they  had  heard  that  the  Praetorian  Cohorts  were 
led  out  of  Rome,  'f  hey  judged  too  that  upon  the 
Apennine  they  fhould  find  guards  pofted  to  oppofe 
their  paiTage.  Befides,  they  were  terrified  with 
want,  in  a  country  utterly  defolated  by  war,  ter- 
rified with  the  feditious  clamours  of  the  foldiers  now 
importunate  for  the  donative  which  they  call  Ciava- 
r'lum.  In  truth,  neitlierof  money  nor  of  grain  had 
they  made  any  provifion.  What  difconcerted  them, 
and  prevented  it,  w.':s  the  temper  of  the  foldiers, 
fo  rapacious  and  eager,  fince  what  they  fhould  have 
received  as  allowance,  they  ravifhed  away  and  waft- 
ed as  prey. 

By  writers  greatly  celebrated  I  find  it  recorded, 
that  amongft  the  conquering  ar  y  fuch  barbarous 
indifference  was  found  to  all  feats  whatfoever,  na- 
tural or  againfl:  nature,  that  a  common  foluier  in 
the  Caval  y  having  averred,  that  in  the  late  combat 
he  had  killed  his  brother,  demanded  a  recompence 
from  the  Commanders  for  the  exploit  Nor  were 
they  at  liberty,  either  by  the  laws  of  humanity,  to 
difiinguifli  fuch  murder  with  an  honourable  reward, 
or,  by  the  policy  of  the  war  to  punifh  it.  They 
poftponed  the  man,  as  if  to  his  fervice  and  merit 
higher  obligations  were  due  than  could  prefently  be 
difcharged.  Any  further  account  about  it  I  find 
not  in  the  hiftorians.  Yet  in  our  ci.vil  v/ars  paft 
there  hcippened  the  like  unnatural  flroke ;  for,  in 
the  conf]i(fl  againft  Cinna  at  Janiculum,  a  foldier 
of  Pompey's  flew  his  brother,  and  anon  himfelf, 
upon  difcovering  his  fad  mifhap,  as  the  fiory  is  re- 
lated by  Sifenna.  So  much  more  prompt  in  the 
days  of  our  anceftors,  as  v/as  glory  to  crown  ads 
of  virtue,  fo  was  remorfe  to  follow  evil  deeds.  Such 
incidents   as  thefe,  revived  from  ancient  ilory,  jt 

will 
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will  not  prove  foreign  to  recount,  whenever  the 
paflage  or  place  requires  the  fame,  either  as  ex- 
amples of  worthy  actions,  or  folacements  for  thofe 
which  are  wicked. 

By  Antonius,  and  the  other  Leaders  of  the  par- 
ty, it  was  after  deliberation  agreed,  to  fend  for- 
ward the  horfe,  in  order  to  make  fpecial  fearch 
through  all  Umbria  for  a  tolerable  pailage  over  the 
ridges  of  the  Apennine,  to  bring  up  the  Banners  and 
Eagles,  and  all  the  foldiers  left  at  Verona,  and  by 
fea  and  the  Po  to  have  abundant  provifions  brought. 
Some  amongft  the  Leaders  there  were,  who  ftudied 
to  frame  obftacles  and  delays  :  For  Antonius  was  al- 
ready grown  too  mighty  and  afTuming,  and  from 
Mucianus  they  hoped  a  treatment  more  equal  and 
friendly-  The  truth  is,  Mucianus  fretted  at  fo  quick 
a  vidlory,  and  judged  that  were  he  not  prefent  at 
the  entry  into  Rome,  he  (hould  be  deprived  of  all 
fhare  in  the  war,  and  in  the  glory  of  the  war. 
Hence  to  Primus  and  Varus  he  fent  frequent  letters, 
full  of  doublings  and  uncertainty,  now  urging^them 
to  purfue  their  defigns  with  vigour,  anon  recom- 
mending the  advantages  of  procraflination  and  cool- 
nefs,  in  a  flyle  fo  contrived,  that  conformably  to 
the  ilTue,  whatever  it  were,  he  might  eafily  difown 
^11  mifcarriages,  or  eafily  challenge  all  fuccefs.  With 
much  more  opennefs  did  he  tranfmit  his  meaning 
and  aims  to  Plotius  Griphus,  one  lately  dignified 
by  Vefpafian  with  the  rank  of  Senator,  and  Com- 
mander of  a  Legion,  and  to  other  officers  fuch  as 
he  trufled.  They  too  all  returned  anfwers  fuch  as 
cenfured  the  overhafty  motions  of  Primus  and  Va- 
rus, and  fuch  as  complimented  Mucianu,  v/ho,  by 
conveying  thefe  letters  to  Vefpafian,  had  efFedlually 
caufed  all  the  proceedings  and  counfels  of  Antonius 
to  be  prized  far  beneath  his  hopes.  This  was  what 
Antoni.  s  could  brook  v/ith  no  patience,  and  upon 
Mucianus  he  cail  all  the  blame,  as  one  by  whofc 
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calumnies  all  his  own  exploits  and  perils  were  ren- 
dered of  no  eftimation.  Nor  fpared  he  bitter  words» 
in  his  fpeech  ever  violent,  and  a  ftranger  to  fub- 
miiiion.  To  Vefpafian  he  wrote  letters,  in  drains 
more  pompous  and  ailuming  than  towards  an  Em- 
peror are  allowed,  and  not  without  fevere  reproaches 
tacitly  aimed  at  Mucianus.  He  faid,  '  It  was  he 
'  himfelf  who  had  urged  the  Pannonian  Legions  to 
'  a6tion  and  arms  ;  b^'  his  inftigation  and  addrefs 
'  the  Leaders  in  Moefia  had  been  influenced  and 
'  roufed  ;  by  his  vigour  and  perfeverance  the  mighty 
'  Alps  had  been  attempted  and  pafTed,  Italy  pof- 
'  fefled,  all  fuccours  from  RhTtia  and  Germany 
'  precluded.  That  the  Legions  of  Vitellius,  v/hen 
'  found  to  be  at  variance  and  even  disjoined,  had 
'  been  broken  by  a  furious  onfet  from  the  horfe, 
'  then  utterly  difcomfitcd  by  the  infantry  continuing 
'  the  conflicSt  and   flaughter   for   a  whole  day  and 

*  night,  was  an  a6lion  of  confummate  luftre,  and  ^ 
'  by  himfelf  accompli(hed.     To  the  fortune  of  war 

'  only   muft  be   afcribed  the  f^dl  of  Cremona  :  in 

*  truth,  with  public  damage  much  greater,  nav,  to 
'  the  deftru6tion  of  many  noble  Cities,  had  our 
<  civil  dillcntions  of  old  been  carried  on.  Hs  was 
'  not  one  who  fought  for  his  Emperor  with  letters 

*  and  mefiengers,  but  for   him  expofed   his  perfon, 

*  and  wielded  his  arms.  Yet  he  meant  not  to  leiTen 
'  the  glory  of  fuch  as  had  attended  the  while  to- the 

*  eflablifhment  of  Afia.  The  tranquillity  of  Moefia 
'  had  been  their  ftudy;  it  had  been  his  to  preferve 
'  and  fecure  Italy.  By  his  perfuafions  and  autho- 
'  r  ty  had  the  Provinces  of  Gaul  and  Spain,  the 

*  moil  powerful  quarters  of  the  Roman  world,  been 

*  brought  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Vefpafian.  But 
'  vainly  beftowed  had  been  all   his  efforts  and  fa- 

*  tigues,   if  the  recompences  of  fo  many  perils  were 

*  to  be  reaped  by  fuch  only  as  had  rifqued  none.' 
Neither  did  thefe  things  efcape  the  knowledge  of 

Mucia- 
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Mucianus.  Hence  between  them  enfued  deadlv  en- 
mities, in  the  exercife  of  which  Anton i us  a-  ^ed 
with  an  opennefs  unguarded,  ^4ucIaIlus  with  clofL-- 
nefs  and  craft,  and  thence  with  rancour  more  im- 
placable. 

For   Vitellius  ;  as,  after  the  fore  reverfe   of  his 
fortune  at  Cremona,  he  fmothered  the  news  of  t'-e 
calamity,  by  fuch  ilupid  diiiimulation  he  poUpoi-erl 
not  his  diftrelfes  themfeJves,   but  the  remedies  of 
his  diftrelTes.      '  or,  had  he  declared  the  difalter,  a";i 
had  recourfe  to  advice,  a  refource  would  have  bt  ^ 
found  ftiil  remaip.ing  of  hopes  and  of  forces.  Wh»:.'-, 
on  the  contrary,  he  feigned  that  all  hi'j  pro"ceedi]i2;s 
profpered,   he  by   fuch   falfe  reprefentarions  left  liis 
condition  defperate.     About   his   own   perfon   v/as 
obferved   a  wonderful   filence  concerning  the  war; 
through  the   City  all   difcourfcs   about  it  were  pro-- 
hibited,  and  for  this  very  caufe  the  difcourfcs  grew 
more  common.     Nay,  iuch  as,  had   they  been  left 
to  their  liberty,  would  have  recounted  events  truly, 
finding  themfelves  reftrained,  publifhed  them  now  ^ 
with  tragical  aggravations      Nor  were  the  Leaders 
of  the  enemy's  holf  wanting  to  blazon  the  fame  of 
their  victory  :  With   this  view   whatever   fpies   of 
Vitellius  they  fei^ed  they  carried  all  over  the  camp, 
that  they  might  behold  the  mighty  force  of  the  con- 
quering army,  and  then  fent   them  back  to  Rome. 
All  thefe  Vitellius,  when  he  had  fecretly  examined 
them,  caufed  to  be  murdered.     Signrd  was  the  firm- 
nefs  of  fpirit  at  this  time  manifeired  by  Julius  Agref*- 
tis  the   Centurion  ;    who,  after    many  conferences 
with  Vitellius,  in  which  he  had   in   vain  laboured 
to  awaken  him   to   magnanimity   and  manhood,  at 
laft  prevailed   with  him,  tJiat  he  himfelf  might  be 
fent  to  furvey  the  forces  of  the  foe,  and  to  learn 
the  late  tranfadions  at  Cremona.     Neither  attempt- 
ed he  to  afilime  the  lujking behaviour  of  a  fpy,  and 
efcape  the  notice  of  Antonius,  but  declaring  to  him 
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the  inriiuciions  from  the  Empcrer  and  his  own  de- 
fign,  demanded  to  view  the  whole  in  perfon.  With 
him  certain  perfons  were  readily  fent,  who  fliewed 
him  all  the  Icene  of  the  fight,  the  defolation  and 
remains  of  Cremona,  and  the  Legions  taken  pri- 
foners.  Agreflis  returned  to  VitelJius,  and  finding 
him  to  rejecSl  as  fo  many  falfifications  all  the  ac- 
,  counts  which  he  brought,  nay,  hearing  himfelf  ac- 
cufed  of  corruption  and  infidelity;  '  Since  then, 
'  faid  he,  fome  remarkable  confirmation  is  necef- 

*  fary,  and  fince  neither  my  life  nor  mv  death  can 
'  henceforth  avail  thee,  I  will  furnifh  thee  with  an 

*  evidence  which  thou  mayft  credit.'  Having  fo 
fuiJ,  he  left  his  prefence,  and  with  a  voluntary 
death  confirmed  to   be  true  what  he  had  declared. 

I  Some  authors  relate  that  by  orders  from  Vitellius  he 
I  was  murdered,  but  of  his  faith  and  fortitude  give 
the  fame  teftimony. 

Vitellius,  as  it  were,  roufed  out  of  a  deep  fleep, 
i  ordered  Julius  Prifcus,  and  Alphenus  Varus,  with 
fourteen  Prretorian  Cohorts  and  all  the  fcveral  Squa- 
drons of  horfe  to  befet  the  pafTes  of  the  Apennine. 
After  them  marched  a  Le2;ion  drawn  from  the  Ma- 
rines. So  many  thoufand  forces,  cnmpofed  of  fe- 
le6l  men  and  fele6t  horfes,  had  a  different  General 
com.manded  them,  were  abundantly  able  to  have 
made  even  an  offenfive  war.  The  other  compa- 
nies of  the  guards  he  committed  to  Lucius  Vitel- 
lius his  brot'ier,  for  the  defence  of  the  City.  For 
himfelf;  without  departing  in  the  lead  from  his 
wonted  ccurfe  of  debauchery,  and  full  of  impa- 
tience becaufe  full  of  diflrufl,  he  accelerated  the 
elesSlion  of  magiflrates,  and  then  fettled  a  futxreflion 
of  Confuls  for  many  vears.  Our  confederates  he 
complimented  with  new  leagues  and  conceflions, 
foreigners  with  the  privileges  of  Latium.  Some 
nations  he  difchirged  from  all  tribute,  upon  others 
conferred  frefh  advantages  and  immunities ;  and  in 
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fum,  without  all  regard  to  futurity,  rent  and  ex- 
haufted  the  Empire.  But  the  common  herd  w^r^ 
llruck  with  thefe  his  a<Si:s  of  benevolence,  fo  con- 
fpicuous  and  mighty  :  Such  as  were  extremely  foolilh 
procured  them  at  a  price  :  With  men  of  fenfe 
they  pafTed  for  void,  like  ail  bounties  which  can 
neither  be  granted  nor  accepted  without  impairing 
the  Public.  At  length,  moved  by  the  incefTant 
fuit  of  the  army,  which  now  lay  at  Mevania,  and 
accompanied  by  a  mighty  band  of  Senators,  feve- 
ral  following  to  make  their  court,  many  more  to 
comply  with  his  defire  and  fears,  he  arrived  in  the 
camp,  in  himfeif  undetermined,  and  open  to  any 
tralterous  counfel. 

V-/hilil  he  was  difcourfing  to  an  alTembly  of  the 
foldiers,  over  his  head  there  flew  (a  thing  prodigi* 
ous  to  be  told)  a  flock  of  ravenous  birds,  fo  nu- 
merous, that,  like  a  black  cloud,  they  darkened  the 
day.  With  this  concurred  an  omen  of  direful  por- 
tent ;  a  bull  efcaped  from  the  Altar,  and  overturn- 
ing all  the  equipage  of  the  Sacrifice,  was  at  laft 
flain  at  a  diftance  from  thence,  not  in  the  place 
where  it  is  cuftomary  to  fell  the  vi6llms.  But  the 
chief  prodigy  was,  Vitellius  himfeif,  an  Imperial 
Com.mander  unacquainted  with  warfare,  a  head 
void  of  counfel  and  forefight.  To  others  he  was 
continually  applying  for  information,  how  to  put 
the  army  in  array,  what  forefight  was  required  in 
gaining  intelligence,  and  by  what  meafures  was  the 
war  to  be  puOied  or  prolonged  ?  Nay,  upon  what- 
ever tidings  arrived,  he  was  fure  to  betray  much 
dread  and  trembling,  even  in  his  countenance  and 
gait  :  Then  he  never  failed  to  be  drunk.  In  the 
end,  furfeited  with  the  camp,  and  learning  the  re- 
volt of  the  Fleet  at  Mifenum,  he  returned  to  Rome, 
ft  ill  moft  terrified  with  the  ftroke  that  fell  lateft, 
and  not  attending  to  the  ultimate  danger  and  con- 
tcft.     For  when  an  occafion  was  prefented  fo  open 
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and  inviting  for  pafTing  the  Apennine  with  an  ar- 
my in  prime  vigour,  and  falling  upon  an  enemy 
pinched  v/ith  want  and  t^e  rigour  of  winter,  he, 
by  difperfrng  his  forces,  refigncd  to  certain  {laugh- 
ter and  captivity  a  body  of  men  fo  undaunted,  fuch 
as,  rather  than  abandon  him,  were  determined  to 
perifii  for  him  :  A  proceeding  diredtly  againft  the 
judgment  of  all  the  ableft  Centurions,  who,  had 
their  advice  been  required,  would  have  advifed  what 
was  righteous  and  true.  Far  from  Vitellius  his  mi- 
nions kept  fuch  men,  and  fo  difpofed  and  trained 
were  the  Emperor's  ears,  that  whatever  was  whol- 
fom  he  found  to  be  harfh,  nor  would  admit  other 
counfels  than  fuch  as  proved  pleaftng  and  perni- 
cious. 

The  Fleet  at  Mifenum  Claudius  Faventinus  drew 
to  revolt,  by  forging  letters  from  Vefpafian,  and  in 
his  name  tempting  them  with  offers  of  reward  for 
this  their  difloyalty.  Of  fuch  prevalence  during 
civil  didentions  is  any  impudent  attempt  even  of 
individuals ;  fince  this  Faventinus  was  no  other  tharl 
a  Centurion  v/ho  had  been  by  Galba  degraded  with 
marks  of  ignominy.  Over  the  Fleet  there  com- 
manded Claudius  Apollinaris,  who  proved  neither 
firm  to  his  faith,  nor  refolute  in  his  inhdelity :  So 
that  Apinius  Tiro,  once  I'roetor,  and  then  acci- 
dentally at  Minturnae,  prefented  himfelf  as  a  Lea- 
der to  the  revolters.  By  thefe  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  and  municipal  Cities  were  vehemently 
preiled  to  concur;  and,  as  the  people  of  Puteoli 
v/ere  efpecially  zealous  for  Vefpafian,  whereas  they 
of  Capua  adhered  faithfully  to  Viteilius,  with  the 
rage  of  the  civil  War  they  blended  the  ancient 
competition  of  jealous  and  angry  neighbours.  To 
foften  and  reclaim  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  Vi- 
tedius  made  choice  of  Julianus,  who  had  lately 
ruled  the  fleet  at  Mifenum  w^ith  a  very  gentle  hand  : 
For  fuccours  he  had  allotted  him  one  of  the  City 
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Cohorts  awd  the  band  of  Gladiators  which  were 
already  under  his  authority.  When  this  body  and 
that  of  the  revolters  came  to  encamp  near  each  other, 
Juhanus  without  paufmg  Ions;,  went  over  to  the 
party  of  Vefpafian.  and  together  they  maftered  Tar- 
racina,  a  City  deriving  its  fecurity  rather  from  the 
lituation  and  walls,  than  from  theVpirit  and  fleadi- 
nefs  of  the  inhabitants. 

When  to  Vitellius  thefe  tranfadions  were  known, 
he  caufed   part  of  his   forces  to  remain  at  Narnia 
under  the  Captains  of  the  Pn^torian  Guards,  and 
fenthis  brother  Lucius  with   fix  Cohorts  and  five 
hundred  horfe,  to  make  head   againft  the  infurrec- 
tions  begun  in  Campania.     He  himfdf,  under  great 
anguifh  of  fpirit,  was  yet  revived  by  the  tedimonie* 
of  afteaion   from  the  foldiers,  and  by  the  cries  of 
the  populace,  requiring  to  be  put  under  arms  5   and 
thus  deluded  by  empty  Ihew,  to  the  impotent  crowd,, 
ever  daftardly,  and  in   words  only  daring,  he  gave 
the  awful  names  of  Legions  and  Army.     In  pur- 
l^ance  of  the  advice  urged   by  his  Freed  men  (for 
as  to  his  friends,  the  higher  their  rank  the  more 
faithlefs  the  men)  he  ordered  the   people  to   be  af- 
fembled  by  their  Tribes,  and  to  all  fuch  as  gave  in 
their  names  the  oath  of  fidelity  was  adminiftered. 
As  the  multitude  of  Volunteers  was  over-abundant, 
between  the  two  Confuls  he  parted  the  care  of  con- 
tmuing  the  Jew.     Upon  the  Senators  he  laid  an  in  - 
junaion  to  furnifli  a  certain  number  of  flaves,  and 
a   certain   weight  of  filver.     The  Roman  Knights 
proffered  their   money  and  their  perf  )ns  :  nay,  the 
defccndents  of  Freedmen,  of  their  own   frank  mo- 
tion»  prefied  for  leave  to  contribute  the  like  afiift- 
ance  :    Offers  which   though   at   firft   hollow,  and 
infpired  only  by  officious  fear,  came  at  laft  to  be 
fmcerely  intended,  and  the  effed  of  pure  good-will. 
In  truth,  the  major  part  were  touched    with  pity, 
liot  fo  much  for  Vitellius,  as  for  the  melancholy 

fate 
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fate  and  fituation  of  the  Sovereiiiity.  Yet  neither 
did  he  himfelf  fail  to  move  conimif^ration  by  his 
fad  countenance,  his  doleful  expreflions,  and  many 
tears,  in  his  promifes  very  liberal,  nay,  extrava- 
gant, fuitably  to  the  nature  of  men  under  the  ago- 
nies of  fear.  Now  too  he  wou  d  needs  afliime  the 
title  of  Cafar^  a  title  vi'hich  till  then  he  had  reject- 
ed :  but  at  this  junflure  he  Vv'as  llruck  v^ith  the  fu- 
perftitious  efficacy  of  the  name ;  befidcs  that  under 
the  operations  of  difmay,  equal  attention  is  j^iven 
to  the  bablings  of  the  crov/d  as  to  the  counfeis  of 
the  wife  For  the  reft  ;  as  all  meafures  rihng  from 
fits  of  ardour  fudden  and  unadvifed,  are  in  their 
firft  motions  vehement,  but  by  fpace  and  continu- 
ance wax  faint,  the  Senators  by  degrees  dropped 
av/ay,  as  did  alfo  the  Roman  Knights,  at  firft  in- 
deed leifurely  and  with  caution,  and  where  he  was 
not  prefent  to  fee  them.  Anon  they  avowed  theif 
contempt,  and  retired  without  diftincSiion  or  re- 
ferve  :  So  that  Vitellius,  afhamed  of  an  attempt 
thus  baffied  and  abortive,  remitted  all  fuch  ccncef- 
fions  as  he  found  Vv^ere  not  to  be  granted. 

As  upon  Italy  it  brought  great  terror,  to  fee  Me- 
vania  occupied  by  an  army,  and  thence  a  frefli  war 
2s  it  were  reviving  in  full  vigour;  fo  doubtlefs  to 
the  intereft  of  Vefpafian  an  increafe  of  public  zeal 
and  partiality  accrued  from  the  departure  of  Vi- 
tellius, who  in  it  betrayed  fuch  huge  aftright.  Al- 
ready prompt  and  even  elated  v/ere  the  Samnites, 
and  the  Pelignians,  and  the  Marfians  :  Nay,  in 
competition  and  jealoufy  towards  the  people  of 
Campania,  who  had  the  merit  of  an  earlier  de- 
fertion,  they  were  indefatigable  in  all  the  toils  and 
exii^encies  of  war  j  as  it  is  ufual  in  a  caufe  new-y 
efpoufed  to  be  very  officious  and  forward.  But  fo 
turbulent  and  fevere  was  the  winter,  that,  in  pafs- 
ing  over  the  Apennine,  the  army  was  forely  an- 
noyed ;  and  as  they  were  thus  ftruggling  with  dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty  out  of  the  deep  fnows>  even  when  no  ene- 
my difturbed  their  march,  it  was  abundantly  ma- 
nifeft  what  terribJe  peril  they  muft  have  undergone^ 
had  not  Fortune  difpofed  Vitellius  to  return  back, 
that  Fortune  from  which  Vefpafian's  Leaders  de- 
rived afi] (lance  and  relief,  at  leaft  as  often  as  from 
their  own  dexterity  and  counfel.  In  the  mountaing 
they  were  met  by  Petilius  Cerialis,  who,  under  the 
habit  of  a  poor  peafant,  and  through  his  fkiil  in 
the  fituation,  had  efcaped  the  guards  belonging  to 
Vitellius.  With  V'efpafian,  Cerialis  was  nearly 
allied,  in  himfelf  too  no  mean  warriour,  and  hence 
taken  into  equal  command  with  the  other  Chiefs. 
That  to  Flavins  Sabinusalfo  and  to  Domitian  there 
was  room  to  have  efcaped,  many  writers  agree.  In 
truth  feveral  m.efTengers  had  by  various  wiles  and 
difguifes  made  fliift  to  reach  them  from  Antonius, 
and  (hewed  them  from  what  place  they  might  fly, 
and  upon  what  guard  and  fecurity  depend.  Sabinus 
pleaded  his  infirmities,  unable  to  bear  fatigue,  un- 
£t  for  daring  exploits.  In  Domitian  was  found  no 
want  of  fpirit  or  willj  but,  of  the  guards  placed 
about  him  by  Vitellius,  though  they  ofFered  them- 
felves  for  companions  of  his  flight,  he  entertained 
apprehenfions,  left  thence  they  meant  againfl  him 
fome  pernicious  fnare.  Moreover  Vitellius,  him- 
fejf,  in  tendernefs  to  his  own  family  and  kindred, 
meditated  nothing  barbarous  againft  Domitian. 

When  the  Generals  were  arrived  at  Carfulae, 
there,  for  repofe,  they  fpent  a  few  days,  till  the 
Eagles  and  Banners  of  the  Legions  had  overtaken 
them.  The  place  too  where  they  encamped  plcafed 
them,  affording  a  profpe6t  extenfive  and  noble, 
with  fecure  conveyance  for  all  provifiuns,  as  behind 
them  lay  fo  many  large  Cities  full  of  opulence. 
They  had  likewife  a  view  to  draw  the  forces  of 
Vitellius,  only  ten  miles  diftant,  into  fome  inter- 
courfe,  and   thence   into  infidelity  and  defertion  : 
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A  projc£l  bitterly  refented  by  the  foldlers :  What 
they  fought  was  conqueft  rather  than  pacification. 
They  were  indeed  againll  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
their  own  Legions,  whom  they  more  apprehended 
as  fharers  in  the  prey,  than  confidered  as  partakers 
in  the  peril.  Antonius  addreiTing  himfelf  10  them 
for  this  purpofe  afiembled,  informed  them,  '  That 
'  Vitellius  was  If  ill  mafter  of  forces,  fuch  as  would 
'  faulter,  were  they  let  al  ne  to  deliberate,  but 
'  roufe  all  their  vigour  if  once  made  defperate.  To 
'  the  direction  of  Fortune  weretobeJeft  the  firfi  m.o- 
'  tionsof  acivilwar,  but  the  work  of  completing  the 
'  conqueft   muftbe  conducted  by  counfel  and   pru- 

*  dence.  Already  hadt^ie  Fleet  at  Mifenum  re- 
'  volted,  witiiall  the  rich  and  charming  region  of 

*  Campania  i    nor    of   the  whole   globe    remained 

*  there  more  to  Vitellius  than  what  lay  between 
'  Tarracina  and  Narnia.     Abundant  glory  had  been 

*  acquired  by  the  battle   of  Cremona,  and  by  the 

*  deftruition  of  that  City,  abhorrence  overmuch^ 
'  Far  be  it  from  them  to  covet  the  taking  of  Rome 

*  like  enemies,  rather  than  to  preferve  it  like  Citizens, 
'  Much  higher  rewards  would  they  reap,  and  ho- 
'  nour  in  moft  .ample  meafure,  if  to  the  Senate  and 
'  People  of  Rome  they  procured  fecurity  and  pro- 

*  tedtion    without  the  effufion  of  blood.' 

Bythefe  and  the  like  reafonings  their  fpirits  were 
calmed,  nor  was  it  long  ere  the  Legions  arrived. 
From  the  fame  and  dread  of  the  army  thus  aug- 
mented, the  V^itellian  Cohorts  began  to  fluctuate  ; 
fmce  none  appeared  to  encourage  them  to  oppofi- 
tion  and  war,  as  did  many  to  defert  and  furrender  : 
Nay,  they  were  ftriving  to  outgo  one  another  in 
delivering  over  their  feveral  companies  of  foot  and 
troops  of  horfe,  each  intending  it  as  a  prefent  gra- 
tification to  the  conqueror,  and  a  ground  of  future 
favour  to  himfelf.  From  thefe  men  it  was  learnt, 
that  four  hundred  horfe  kept  garrifon  at  Interamna, 

a  place 
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a  place  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thither  Varus  v/as 
forthwith  difpatched  with  alight  band:  The  few 
who  refifted  he  put  to  the  fword  ;  the  major  part 
threw  down  their  arms  and  craved  me  cy.  Some 
efcaped,  and  flying  quite  back  to  the  Camp  at  Nar- 
nia,  filled  it  with  univerfal  affright,  as  they  magni- 
fied above  meafure  the  forces  and  bravery  of  the 
enemy,  thence  to  lefien  their  own  infamy  in  lofing 
their  garrifon  Neither  amongfl  the  forces  of  Vi- 
tellius  was  there  any  punifhment  inflicled  for  any 
crime  ;  whilft  from  the  other  party  fure  rewards 
attended  their  defertion.  Nor  henceforth  was  any 
other  ftruggle  feen  fave  for  precedence  in  perfidi- 
oufnefs  and  treafon,  and  inceiTantly  weie  the  Tri- 
bunes and  Centurions  flying  over  to  the  ftronger. 
For  the  common  foldiers  perfifted  inflexibly  in  their 
adherence  to  Vitellius,  till  Prifcus  and  Alphenus  hav- 
ing abandoned  the  Camp  and  returned  to  Vitellius, 
had  left  them  all  free  and  amply  abfolved  from  any 
flain  of  infidelity  in  fliifting  thenceforth  for  them- 
felves. 

Durinn;  thofe  days  Fabius  Valens  was  flain  in 
prifon  at  Urbin,  a-nd  to  the  viev/  of  the  Vitellian 
Cohorts  his  head  difplayed,  to  prevent  their  cherifh- 
ing  any  farther  hopes  :  P^jr,  they  believed  he  had 
efcaped  into  Germany,  and  was  there  afTembling 
a  mighty  army  of  old  forces  and  new.  Perceiving 
that  he  was  flain,  they  funk  into  utter  defpair.  The 
army  of  Vefpafian  alfo  inferred  immenfe  effe6^s 
from  the  doom  of  Valens,  no  lefs  than  the  oid  of 
the  war.  Valens  was  born  at  An^gnia,  of  an 
Equeftrian  houfe,  in  his  morals  a  libertine,  who  by 
licentious  gayeties  aimed  at  the  character  of  condef- 
c^nfion  and  pleafantry,  neither  wanted  he  fuitablc 
quicknefs  of  parts,  in  the  Interludes  called  Juvenalia 
exhibited  by  Nero,  he  ufually  a6ied  a  pantomime,  a 
part  to  which  he  at  firll:  would  feem  to  be  forced, 
but  anon,  made  it  his  choice,  and  acquitted  him- 
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felf  with  more  art  than  modefl-y  and  honour.  Bear- 
ing the  command  of  a  Legion  in  the  army  of  Ver- 
ginius,  he  prompted  that  General  to  alTume  the 
Empire,  and  then  blackened  and  defamed  him  as 
aiming  at  it.  Fonteius  Capito  he  afiaflinated,  hav- 
ing firft  corrupted  his  loyalty,  or  becaufe  he  found 
it  incorruptible.  To  Galba  he  proved  a  traitor, 
faithful  to  Vitellius,  and  from  the  prevailing  per- 
.frdioufners  of  others  his  fidelity  received  its  lulfre. 

The  foldiers  of  Vitellius,  now  utterly  bereft  of 
hope  on  every  fide,  proceeded  to  pafs  over  to  the 
party  of  Vefpafian,  and  in  this  ftep  too  a6led  with 
no  fmall  ignominy,  as,  under  their  banners  and 
enfigns  all  difplaycd,  they  defcended  into  the  plaia 
below  Narnia,  there  to  furrender.  Upon  the  fide 
of  the  highway  was  ranged  the  army  of  Vefpafian 
in  clofe  files,  arrayed  as  if  for  battle  and  juft  ready 
to  engage.  Into  their  centre  they  received  the  Vi- 
tellians,  and  having  encompaffed  them  round,  An- 
tonius  Primus  fpoke  to  them  in  a  flile  of  much 
meeknefs  and  humanity,  ordering  part  of  them  to 
remain  at  Narnia,  part  at  Interamna.  With  them 
he  alfo  left  fome  of  the  vi6torIous  Legions,  fuch  as, 
if  they  were  peaceable,  would  not;  annoy  them,  yet 
if  they  proved  turbulent  were  able  to  mailer  them. 
During  all  this  time  Antonius  and  Varus  neglected 
not,  by  repeated  mefiages,  to  make  offers  toVitellius^ 
of  fafety  to  his  perfon,  of  revenues,  aiid  of  any  private 
retirement  in  Campania,  if,  laying  arms  afide,  he 
would  fubmit  himfelf  and  his  children  to  Vefpafian. 
Mucianus  likewife  fent  him  letters  in  the  fame  ten- 
dency and  ftrain.  Nay,  in  thefe  offers  Vitellius 
for  the  mofl  part  repofed  trufl  and  reliance,  and 
was  wont  to  difcourfe  what  number  of  domeflicks 
he  was  to  retain,  and  what  pleafant  recefs  near  the 
fea  he  mufl  chufe.  Such  abfolute  flupidity  had 
feized  his  fpirit,  that  if  others  would  not  remember 
he  had  been  Emperor,  he  himfelf  was  ready  to  for- 
get, and  venture  to  live  a  private  man. 

Vol.  hi.  M  Now 
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Now  the  Grandees  of  Rome  were  by  fecret  dif- 
courfes  roufing  Fiavius  Sabinus  Governor  of  t^fe 
City,  '  to  think  of  winning  a  (hare  in  vi6tory  and 

*  in  fame.     Upon  him  immediately   depended  the 

*  foldiers   of  the   Cohorts   there,   nor   would   thofe 

*  of  the  night- v/atch  fail  to  efpoiife  him,  their  own 

*  flaves  fhould  form  bands  and  join  him,  the  fuc- 

*  cefsful  fortune  of  the  party   was  with   him,   and 

*  all  things  difpofed  to  ferve  a  conquering  caufe. 

*  Nor   ought  he  thus  lazily   to  leave  ta  Antonius 

*  and  Varus  precedence  in  glory.  Few  were  the 
'  Cohorts  remaining  with   Vitellius,  thefe  few  by 

*  difmal   tidings  from  all  quarters  quite  difmayed.- 

*  Fleeting  and  unliable  was  the  fpirit  of  the  popu- • 

*  lace,  and  from  them,  if  he  once  prefented  him- 

*  felf  as  their  head,  he  would  find  the  fame  torrent 
^  of  flattery  and  zeal  turned  inftantly  upon  Vefpa- 
■*  fian.  For  the  perfon  of  Vitellius ;  he  was  un- 
^  equal  to  fupport  even  a  courfe  of  profperity,  and 

*  now  utterly  llunned   and   heart-broken  by  a  ter- . 

*  rible  train  of  calamities.     Upon  him  who  made 

*  himfelf  mafter  of  Rome,  whoever  he  were,  would 

*  devolve   the  praife  and   acknowledgment  of  hav- 

*  ing  finifhed  the  war.     In  Sabinus  it  was  becom- 

*  ing  to  fecure  and   referve  the  Sovereignty  for  his 

*  brother,  in  Vefpafian  to  poflpone  all  men  to  Sa- 
'  binus.' 

With  no  warmth  or  alacrity  were  tnefe  reafon- 
ings  received  by  a  man  through  years  difabled  in  his 
perfon  and  his  parts.  Some  there  were  who  har- 
boured againft  him  private  fufpicions  and  cenfure, 
as  if  through  malignity  and  emulation  he  fludied  to 
mar  the  grandeur  of  his  brother's  fortune.  For 
jFlavius  Sabinus,  befides  his  feniority,  whilfl  they 
were  both  private  men,  greatly  furpafled  Vefpafian 
in  wealth  and  eftimation.  He  Vv^as  even  believed  to 
have  propped  his  brother's  credit,  otherwife  fink- 
ing, and  for  the  money  lent  to  have  received  in 

pledge 
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pledge  his  houfe  and  pcfTeilions.  Hence,  though 
between  them  a  face  of  unanimity  fubfifted,  dark 
grudges  and  heart-burnings  were  apprehended  to 
remain.  T'he  juder  conitru£lion  .  is,  '  That  the 
'  man,  naturally  merciful  and  gentle,  had  in  ab- 
'  •  horrence  all  {laughter  and  the  fpilling  of  blood, 
'  and  therefore  frequently  conferred  with  Vitellius 
'  about  the  means  of  reftoring  public  peace,  and 
'  laying  down  arm^s  by  mutual  conceflions  and  trea- 
<  ty.'  iVian\'  meetings  they  had  at  home  j  at  lad 
in  the  Temple  of  Apollo,  as  fame  reported,  they 
ratified  the  pacification.  To  their  words  and  mu- 
tual declarations  they  had  two  witncfles,  Cluvius 
Rufus  and  Silius  italicus.  Their  countenances  were 
carefully  obferved  by  thofe  at  a  diftance,  that  of 
Vitellius  unmanly  and  abject,  whllfc  Sabinus,  far 
from  infulting,  looked  rather  like  a  man  filled  with 
compailion. 

The  truth  is,  if  Vitellius  could  have  brought  the 
minds  of  his  followers  to  have  been  as  eafy  in  com- 
ply iiig  as  he  had  been  in  yielding,  the  army  of 
V efpafian  had  entered  Rome  without  blood.  But 
every  one  of  thoie,  in  proportion  to  his  fidelity  to 
V^itellius,  rejeded  peace  and  the  terms  of  peace. 
They  reprefented,  ^  How  infecure,  how  ignomini- 
'  ous  they  were,  and  that  only  upon  the  wanton 
'  humour  of  the  conqueror  the  faith  of  performing 
'  them  reded.  Nor  would  Vefpafian  manifeft  fuch 
'  high  contempt  for  Vitellius  as  to  fufFer  him  to 
'  live  even  a  private  man  :  Neither  indeed  would 
'  the  party  vanquiflied  ever  bear  it.  So  that  from 
'  this  commiferation  of  theirs  would  arife  his  cer- 
'  tain  danger.  He  himfelf,  in  truth,  was  an  an- 
'  cient  man,  and  already  fatiated  with  the  various 
'  courfes.of  fortune,  both  pleafing  and  difaftrous*: 
'  But  to  Germanicus  his  fon,  what  name  and  cha- 
'  radier,  what  place  and  fituation  would  remain  ? 
'  At  prefent  he  had  large  promifes  of  treafure,  of 
M  2  '  dome- 
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domeftics,  and  of  feats  upon  the  delightful  coafts 
and  bays  of  Campania.     But  from  the  moment 
Vefpafian  had   maftered  the  State,   nor  he,  nor 
his  friends,  nor  even  his  armies,  would  find  them- 
felves  in  perfe6l  fecurity  till  v/ith  the  life  of  the 
competitor   all   competition    were    extinguiflied. 
Even  Fabius  Valcns,  though  their  captive,  nay, 
though  referved  for  ufe  againft  a  day  of  of  exi- 
gency, proved  too  alarming  and  grievous  to  thefe 
men  to  be  any  longer  borne.     Far  lefs  did  Anto- 
nius  and  Fufciis,  far  lefs  did  the  luminary  of  the 
party,  Mucianus,  intend  any  terms  for  Vitellius 
fave  that  of  killing  him.     Nor  by  Caefar  was  the 
enjoyment  of  life  left  to  Pompey,  nor  by  Auguf- 
tus  to  Anthony :  Unlefs  Vefpafian   peradventure 
pofTefled   fuperior  greatnefs  of  foul,  he  who  was 
no  more  than   a  creature  of  Vitellius,  when  Vi- 
tellius was  Collegue  in   the  Confulfhip  with  the 
Emperor  Claudius.     A  nobler  choice  Vitellius  ftill 
had,    to  be  roufed  even  by  defpair  to  fome  at- 
tempt daring  and  brave,  fuch  as  became  the  high 
honours  fuftained  by  his  father,  even  that  of  Cen- 
for,  and  of  three  Confulfhips,    fuch  as  became 
the  luflre  of  his   venerable  houfe,    diftinguifhed 
with  fo  many  grand   dignities  in  the  State.     The 
foldiers  perfevered  in£exibly  In  their  allegiance  ; 
in  the  people  the  fame  zeal  ftill  remained.     At 
worft,   nothing  'more  tragical  could  enfue,  than 
what   they   were  already   rufhing   wilfully  Into. 
They  muft  die  if  they  fought  and  were  vanquifli- 
ed,  they  m.uft  die  if  they  fubmitted  and  furren- 
dered.     This  only  confideration  imported  them, 
whether  to  refign  their  fpirits  tamely  under  fcorn 
and  reproach,  or  bravely,  like  men   worthy  to 
live.' 

Deaf  and  impenetrable  to  all  magnanimous  coun- 
fels  were  the  ears  of  Vitellius.  His  foul  was  over- 
whelmed with  tpndernefs  and  anxiety,  left,  by  per- 

liftiiig 
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fifting  In  oppofition  and  arms,  he  fliould  render  the 
conqueror  lefs  relenting  towards  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. He  had  alfo  lately  a  mother,  a  lady  fpent 
with  age,  and  fortunate  enough,  by  dying  oppor- 
tunely a  few  days  before,  to  efcape  beholding  the 
cruel  downfall  of  her  houfe  ;  nor  by  her  fon's  ad- 
vancement to  the  Empire  obtained  Ihe  aught  fave 
forrow,  and  an  excellent  name.  On  the  eighteenth 
of  December  having  learnt  the  defection  of  the  Le- 
gion and  Cohorts  which  had  fubmitted  to  the  ene- 
my at  Narnia.  he  went  forth  from  the  palace,  in 
mourning  apparel,  amidfl.  his  domeftics  all  wailing 
and  fad.  With  them  v/as  carried  his  little  fon,  a 
helplefs  Infant,  in  a  fmall  litter,  as  it  were  in  a  fu- 
neral folemnlty  accompanying  him  to  his  grave. 
The  people  attended  with  loud  fhouts,  very  com* 
plaifant  and  very  prepofterous.  The  foldiers  with 
dreadful  looks  lowred  in  nience. 

Nor  was  any  one  frupid  now  fo  unthoughtful  of 
the  variable  lot  of  all  things  human,  as  not  to  be 
fennbly  aiTecied  with  this  doleful  (cQne  ;  the  Em- 
peror of  the  Romans,  lately  Lord  of  human  kind, 
relinquifhlng  the  feat  of  Imperial  Fortune,  and, 
throL  rh  the  midft  of  the  people,  through  the  ftreets 
of  the  City,  parting  from  the  Empire  !  no  fuch 
fight  had  they  ever  fcen,  no  fuch  event  had  they 
ever  heard.  By  an  inflant  ftroke  of  violence  Cae- 
far  the  Diciator  fell,  Caligula  by  fecret  combina^- 
tion,  .Under  the  fliades  of  night,  and  in  a  coun- 
try place  fo'itary  and  unknown,  the  flight  of  Nero 
was  hid,  Galba  and  Pifo  periflied  as  it  were  irr 
battle.  V'itellius  in  the  face  of  the  people,  upon- 
his  own  account  afTembled,  encompalTed  by  his  own 
foldiers,  nay,  under  the  eyes  even  of  the  women 
beholding  him  from  their  houfes,  declared  his  own 
fall  in  few  words,  fuch  as  fuited  his  forrowful  fitua- 
tion,  '  That  he  voluntarily  withdrew  for  the  fake 
'  of  public  peace  and  of  the  Commonweal.  Of 
M.  2  <  them 
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*  them  he  afked  no  more  than  only  to  be  hoideji 

*  in  remembrance   by  them,  and  that  to  his   bro- 

*  ther,  to  his  wife,  and  to  his  tender  and  innoccn!: 
'  children,  they  would  Oiew  companion  and  mercy/ 
At  the  fame  time  extending  his  arms  with  his  little 
ion  in  them,  he  commended  him  now  to  one,  now 
to  another,  then  to  all.     At  laif,  his  fpeech  beina 
interrupted  through   abundant  weeping,  he  un^irl 
ijis  fword  from  his  fide,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Con- 
iul  (this  was  Csecilius  Simplex,  who  ftood  juft  by 
him)  as  thus  refigning  up  the  authority  of  lite  and 
death  over  the  citizens.     As  the  Confui  rcfufed  to 
receive  it,  and  the  aiTembly  with  clamours  oppofed 
It,  he  departed  v/ith  intention  to  divefl  himfelf  of 
all  the  garniture  of  Sovereignty  in  the  Temple  of 
Concord,  and  thence  to  feek  a  private  retirement  in 
his  brother's   houfe.     Hence  enfued  clamours  yet 
itiore  vehement,  all  declaring  againft  his  withdraw- 
ing to  a  private  dwelling,  all  calling  him  back  to 
the  Palace,     They  even  Ihut  up  every  other  way, 
and  only   left  open   that  which  leads  through   the 
itreet  called  Sacred.     He   then,    unfurnifhed  with 
counfel  or  refource,  returned  to  the  Palace.     Al- 
ready had  the  rumour  flown  that  he  had  abdicated 
the  Empire,  and  already  Flavius  Sabinus  had  writ- 
ten to  the  Tribunes   of  the  Praetorian  Guards,  to 
keep  the  foldiers  under  obedience  and  rcftraint. 

Thus,  as  if  the  Commonwealth  were  falling  in- 
tlre  into  the  hands  of  Vefpafian,  all  the  principal 
Senators,  numbers  of  jhe  Equeftrian  Order,  with 
the  whole  City-foldicry,  and'thofe  of  the  NiQ;ht- 
watch,  crowded  to  the  houfe  of  Flavius  Sabinus. 
Thither  was  brought  them  an  account  of  the  ardent 
zeal  found  in  the  populace  for  Vitellius,  and  of  ihe 
terrible  menaces  from  the  bands  of  Germans.  Sa- 
binus had  now  advanced  further  than  confiiled  with 
a  pofTibility  of  retreating.  Befides  every  particular 
there  confujtjng  his  owri  perfonal  peril,  'and  all  ap- 
prehend- 
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preheiiding  led,  whilft  they  were    feparatcd,    and 
thence  uiicqual    to   ftand   an  attack,  the   Vitelliaa 
Cohorts  fliould  bcfet   them,    they   excited  him^  to 
take  arms,  of  himlelf  hefitating  and  backward.    But, 
as  in  exigencies  Hke  thefe  it  happens,  the  counfcl 
Vv^as  given  by  all,  but  to  face  the  danger  few  would 
adventure.     About  the  Fundane  Lake  fome  of  the 
boldcft  of  Vitellius's  men  afiailed  thofe  who   were 
come  forth  in  arms  with  Sabinus.     As  the  encoun- 
!     ter  there  was  fudden  and  tumultuous,  the  fKirmiHi 
:      was  fhort,  but  the  fuccefs  remained  v/ith  the  Vi- 
tellians.     Sabinus,  under  this  diflrefs   and  affright, 
recurred  to  the  fecureft  expedient  that  offered,  and 
fhut  himfelf  up   in    the  Fort   of  the  Capitol  with 
his  mifcellaneous  foldiery,  as  alfo  with  certam  Se- 
nators and  Roman  Knights  5  men  whofe  names  ic 
were  not  eafy  to  recount,  for  that  when  Vefpafian  had 
conquered  all  oppofition,  many  there  were  who  pre- 
tended to  this  proof  of  their  merit  towards  his  par- 
ty.    Even  women   chofe  to  enter  and  abide  the 
fiege  :  Amongft  thefe  the  mod  fignal  of  all  was  Ve- 
rufana  Gracilia,  a  Lady  who  followed  thither  nei- 
ther her   children,  nor  kindred,  nor  relations,  but 
only  followed  the  war.     The  foldiers  of  Vitellius 
inverted  the  Capitol,  but  with  ftations   altogether 
loofe  and   ill  guarded  ;    infomuch  that  during  the 
dead  of  the  night  Sabinus  caufcd  to  be  brought  to 
him  thither  his  own  children,  and  Domitian  his  bro- 
ther's Ton.      Moreover,  after  he   had  by  means  of 
places  not  fecured,  fent  an  exprefs  to  Vefpafian's 
Generals  to  acquaint  him  that  himfelf  and  his  friends 
were   befieged,    and,  unlefs   relieved,  could   hardly 
efcape,   he  paffed  the  night  (o  free  from  any  annoy- 
ance or  alarm,  that  it  was  apparent  he   might  have 
departed  away   without  any  hazard  incurred.     For 
the  foldiers  of  Viteliius,  who  in  facing  dangers  were 
III  fo  fierce  and  brave,  fhewed  fmall  lift  or  application 
^  to   continued   toils,    and   the   fatigues   of  conftant 

M  4  watch- 
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watchlngs.  Befide-^,  a  fudden  ftorm  of  rain,  keen 
and  vehement  fuitably  to  the  winter  feafon,  bereft 
them  of  fight  and  hearing. 

As  foon  as  day  dawned,  before  reciprocal  hofti- 
lities  began,  he  font  Cornelius  Martialis,  a  Centu- 
rion of  principal  rank,  to  Vitellius  with  inlfruc- 
tions  and   expostulations,  '  about  his  violating  fo- 

*  lemn  ftipulaiions.     That  his  offer  to  abdicate  the 

*  Empire  had  been  a  pure  device  and  phantafy,  con- 

*  trived  to  'delude  fo  many  illuflrious  men.     Why 

*  elfe,  upon  retiring  from  the  aflembly,  did  he  ra- 
'  ther  chufe  his  brother's  houfe,  overlooking  the 
'  great  Forum,  and  fitly  placed  to  attra£t  the  eyes 

*  of  all  men,  than  Mount  Aventine,  and  his  wife's 

*  houfe  there  ?  This  was  a  recefs  which  would  have 
'become  him,  had  he  fought  a  ftation  truly  pri- 

*  Vate,  and  ftudied  to  f^ty  all  fhew  and  difplay  of 

*  Sovereignty.  Quite  contrary  had  been  the  con- 
'  Cv£t  of  Vitellius  ;  he  had  again  betaken  himfelf 
'  to  the  Palace,  betaken  himfelf  to  the  very  centre 

*  and  citadel  of  the  Empire.     Thence  by  his  order 

*  an  armed  hoft  had  fallled,  fcattering  deftrudion. 

*  Strewed  and  defiled  with  the  blood  and  carcafTes 
'  of  innocents  was  the  noblefl:  part  of  the  city. 
'  Even  the  Capitol  was  not  exempt  from  profaning 
'  violence.  For  himfelf;  like  other  Senators,  he 
'  only  wore  the  pacific  robe,  whilft  between  Vef- 
^  pafian  and  Vitellius  the  conteft  for  Empire  was 
'  deciding  by  combating  Legions,  by  the  capture 
'  of  Cities,  and  by  the  defertion  and  furrender  of 
'  Cohorts.     Already  to  Vefpafian  had  revolted  both 

'  Spains,  Germany  the  higher  and  tlie  lower,  and 
'  ail  Britain  ;  yet  (Hll  he,  the  brother  of  Vefpafian, 
perfifted  in  faith  and  duty  to  Vitellius,  till  even 
by  Vitellius  he  was  invited  to  treat  of  an  accom- 
modation. In  concord  and  peace  the  vanquifhed 
found  felf-prefervation,  the  conquerors  only  mat- 
ter of  glory.     If  he  were  forry  for   the  treaty 

<  made. 
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*  made,  let  him  not  draw  his-fword  agalnft  Sabi- 
'  nus,  the  man  whom  he  had  perfidioufly  circum- 
'  vented,  nor  againft  the  fon  of  Vefpafian,  one  not 
'  arrived  at  manhood.     From  the  blood  of  a  fingle 

*  old  man,  from  that  of  a  fingle  youth,  what  migh- 

*  ty  advantage  would  be  gained  .?  No,  let  him  go^ 

*  forth  and  confront  the  Legions,  and  there  bravely 
'  contend  for  the  enjoyment  of  pov/er  fupreme*' 
In  anfwer  to  all  this,  Vitellius,  under  great  agonies 
and  affright,  offered  a  few  words  to  clear  his  in- 
nocence, throwing  the  whole  fault  upon  '  the  fol- 
'  diers  ;  fince  their  impetuofity  was  beyond  boundsg^ 

*  fuch  as  his  gentle  rule  was  unable  to  retrain/  He 
even  warned  Martialis,  '  to  retire  fecretly  through 
'  an  obfcure  part  of  the  houfe,  that  he  might  not 
'  be  affaffinated  by  the  foldiers  ;  as  the  mediator  cf 

*  a  peace,  which  was  what  they  abhorred.'  To 
himfeif  no  power  remained  either  to  command  or 
to  prohibit,  nor  was  he  any  longer  Emperor,,  but 
only  the  caufe  of  war. 

Hardly  had  Martialis  returned  to  the  Capitol  ere 
the  foldiers  approached,  full  of  fury,  under  no  lea- 
der, every  man  his  own  mafter.  The  rapid  hoft 
pafling  by  the  Forum,  and  the  Temples  which  over- 
look the  Forum,  mounted  the.  oppofite  afcent  in 
battle  array,  and  advanced  even  to  the  outermoft 
gates  of  the  Fort  in  the  Capitol.  Of  old,  upon; 
the  fide  of  the  declivity,  to  the  right-hand  as  you 
afcend,  there  ftood  certain  portico's  :  from  the  roofs 
of  thefe  the  befieged  calling  llones  and  tiles,  over- 
whelmed the  alTailants  ;  nor  had  the  latter  other 
weapons  to  wield  than  their  fwords  only  ;  and  as 
too  tedious  It  feemed  to  have  their  engines  drawn  up^ 
with  materials  for  throwing,  into  that  portico  which 
hung  juft  over  them,  they  hurled  rlaming  torchs,  and. 
purfued  their  attack  by  fire.  The  gates  of  the  Capi- 
tol were  already  on  a  flame,  and  the  enemy  muft 
hav#  entered,  had  not  Sabinus  pulled  down  the 
M  5  Statues 
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Statues  on  all  hands,  and  with  thcfe  the  glorious 
monuments  of  our  forefathers,  raifcd  in  the  very 
entrance  a  new  wall.  They  then  flrove  to  force 
a  pafTage  from  the  oppofite  avenues  of  the  Capitol, 
that  by  the  grove  of  the  Sandluary,  and  that  where 
the  Tarpeian  Rock  is  afcendcd  by  a  hundred  flairs. 
Both  aflauhs  were  alarming  and  unforefeen  ;  but 
clofer  and  fiercer  v/as  that  at  the  grove.  Nor  was 
it  pofTible  to  flay  their  progrefs,  as  they  clmibed 
over  the  contiguous  buildings,  which,  in  a  long 
courfe  cf  domcftic  peace,  had  been  fuffered  to  be 
raifcd  upon  the  fide  of  the  hill,  fo  high  that  they 
reached  the  foundation  of  the  Capitol.  It  here 
remains  undecided,  whether  to  the  adjoining  rooi^ 
fire  was  fet  by  the  afTailants,  or,  which  is  more 
currently  reported,  by  the  befieged,  whilfl  they 
iirove  to  repulfe  ([iCh  as  v/ere  yet  mounting  up, 
and  fuch  as  had  already  gained  ground.  From 
thence  the  fire  fpread  to  the  portico's  of  the  Ca- 
pitol adjoining  to  the  houfes,  and  the  eagles  which 
Supported  the  roof,  as  the  timber  was  very  old,  in- 
ftantly  catched  the  flames,  and  nourilhed  them. 
Thus  burned  the  Capitol,  and  burned  to  aflies, 
with  its  gates  fhut,  without  being  defended,  and 
without  being  forced  or  plundered. 

This  outrage  was  the  mofb  deplorable  that  had 
happened  fince  the  founding-  of  the  City,  and  to 
the  Roman  Commonweal  the  moft  horrid  and  re- 
proachful. At  a  time  when  no  foreign  enemy  an- 
noyed us,  Vv'hilft  towards  us  the  Gods,  as  far  as 
our  evil  demeanour  would  fufFer  them,  were  (hew- 
ing themfelves  propitious,  the  refidence  of  Jove 
all-good,  all-great,  by  our  anc^flors  reared  with 
folemn  benedidions  and  aufpices,  as  the  pledge 
and  centre  of  future  Empire,  that  facred  Seat 
which  had  efcaped  profanation  even  from  Porfena, 
upon  the  fiirrender  of  Rome  to  him,  efcaped  it 
even  from  the  G^uls,  when  they  had  taken  the  City, 

fufFercd, 
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lu^ercd  defolation  from  the  rage  of  our  own  Prin- 
ces, who  acconiplifned  a  calamity  which  our  pub- 
lic enemies  could  never  accomplifli  !  Once  before 
too  the  Capitol  was  deftroyed  by  fire  during  a 
civil  war,  but  then  through  private  malignity.  It 
was  now  publicly  befieged,  publicly  burned,  alas, 
from  what  caufes  of  mutual  arms  ?  What  prize  to 
compenfate  a  deftruc1:ion  fo  mighty  ?  Did  we  thus 
fight  for  our  Country  ?  The  elder  Tarquin  during 
his  war  with  the  Sabines  made  a  vow  to  build  it, 
and  even  laid  the  foundations,  fuch  as  rather  cor- 
refponded  with  his  own  hopes  of  its  rifmg  to  gran- 
deur in  times  to  come,  than  fuited  to  the  then  low 
condition  of  the  Rom.an  people.  Thereafter  Ser- 
vius  Tuliius  carried  it  on  v.'ith  the  friendly  con- 
currence of  our  confederates  J  and  to  finifh  it, 
Tarquin  the  proud,  having  taken  Suefla  Pometia, 
applied  all  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy.  But  to  thg 
times  and  eftabliftiment  of  public  liberty,  the  glory 
of  the  work  was  referved.  Upon  the  expulfion  of 
the  Kings,  Horatius  Pulvillus  in  his  fecond  Con- 
fulfhip  dedicated  it,  having  im.proved  and  increafed 
it  to  fuch  fignal  grandeur,  that  all  the  enfuing 
wealth  of  the  Romans,  however  immenfe,  though 
it  might  ferve  to  give  new  embellifhments,  could 
add  no  new  magnificence.  Upon  the  fame  foun- 
dation it  rofe  again,  when  burnt  ;  after  an  in- 
terval of  four  hundred  and  tv/enly  five  years,  in 
the  Confulfhip  of  Lucius  Scipio  and  Caius  Nor- 
banus.  The  care  of  rebuilding  it  then  Sylla 
undertook,  having  now  maftered  all  oppofition; 
yet  he  dedicated  it  not:  This  was  the^  only  thing 
withholden  from  him  to  complete  his  felicity.  Up- 
on it  the  name  of  Catulus,  amongft  fo  many  great 
works  and  monuments  of  the  Emperors  remained 
all  along  till  the  days  of  Vitellius  :  Then  was  this 
edifice  laid  in  afhes. 

But  from  the   fire  much  more  dread  accrued  to 

the  befieged  than  to  the  afiailants :  For  the  foldiers 

M  (>  uf 
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of  VltelHus,  in  doubtful  emergencies,   wanted  no 
addrefs   or  refolution.     On  the   oppofite  fide,  the 
men  were  difmayed,  and  fpiritlefs  the  Leader;  nay, 
as    if  bereft  of  his  faculties,  he  exercifed  not   the 
natural   offices    of  fpeech,  or   of  hearing,  neither 
fwayed  by  the  counfds  of  others,  nor  furnifhed  with 
any    of  his    own,  but    by  the   feveral  cries  of  the 
enemies  driven  headlong  hither  and  thither.     What 
he  had  commanded  he  again  forbad,  what   he  had 
forbidden  he  again  commanded.    Anon,  what  ufual- 
\y  happens   in  forlorn  cirrumftances,  all  direded, 
none  obeyed.     At  length,  calling  away  their  arms, 
they    only  meditated  how  to  lurk  or  where  to  fly. 
Then    burft  in  the  bands  of  Vitellius,  and  with 
fire,  and  fvvord,  and  carnage,  made  univerfal  ha- 
vock.     A  few   military  men  who   ventured  to  en- 
counter them,  were  flaughtered  :  Of  thefe  the  mofl 
fignal  were  Cornelius  IvJartialis,  ^milius  Pacenfis, 
Cafperius   Niger,  and   Didius   Scseva.      They   en- 
compalTed  Flavius  Sabinu::,  deflitute  of  arms,  nor 
offering  to  fly  ;  as  they  did   Qiiinaius  Atticus  the 
Conful,  a  man  fufFiciently  ^remarkable  by  the  orna- 
ments  of  his    office,   as    well   as  for  his  own  vain- 
glorious   condua,    as   he  had    wantonly    addrelfed 
to  the  people  certain  edids  very   pompous  in  behalf 
of  Vefpafian,  very   bitter  and  opprobrious  towards 
Vitellius.     The  red,  through  divers  chances  and 
ftratagems,  efcaped,  feme  difguifed  under  the  habit  of 
Haves,  others  concealed   by  their  trufty   adherents, 
and   even   buried   amongft  bundles.     There  were 
feveral    who   having  learnt  the  word  whence  the 
Vitellians  were  diftingulfhed   by   one  another,  and 
venturing  to  ufe  it,  by  afking  it  boldly  and  anfwer- 
ing  readily,  from  fuch  confidence  drev/ the  fame  fe- 
curity  as  from  a  Inding-place 

Upon  the  fir  ft  irruption  of  the  foe,  Domitian 
was  by  the  device  of  his  fVeedman  conveyed  fecret- 
\y  into  the  houfe  of  the  Warden,  and  '  under  the 

difguifc 
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difguife  of  a  linnen  robe,  thruft  amongft  the  Tribe 
of  Sacrificers,  where  pafTing  undifcovered,  he  con- 
tinued lurking  at  the  houfe  of  Cornelius  Primus, 
a  dependent  of  his  father's,  near  the  place  called 
Velahriim.  He  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  his  fa- 
ther, having  demolifhed  the  Warden's  apartment, 
reared  upon  the  place  a  fmall  Chapel  dedicated  to 
Jove  the  Protecl.r^  with  an  Altar,  and  the  ftory  of 
this  adventure  graved  upon  marble.  Not  long 
thence,  when  he  arrived  at  the  Sovereignty,  he 
created  a  vaft  Temple  facred  to  Jove  the  Guardian^ 
with  himfelf  held  in  the  arms  of  the  God.  Sabi- 
rus  and  Atticus,  loaded  with  irons,  and  carried  to 
Vitellius,  were  by  him  received  with  no  bitter 
words,  with  no  hoftile  countenance.  Hence  the 
rage  of  thofe  who  claimed  privilege  to  butcher  them, 
as  aifo  high  rewards  for  the  late  exploit  by  them 
(kerned  a  decifive  victory.  Thus  clamours  enfued, 
which  being  firft  begun  by  fuch  as  Hood  neareft, 
the  vile  and  debauched  fort  of  the  populace  called 
aloud  for  the  prefent  execution  of  Sabinus,  and  with 
this  their  demand  intermixt  many  threatenings  a« 
well  as  much  flattery.  Nay,  they  forced  Vitellius 
to  fcrbear  interpofmg,  as  he  flood  upon  the  flairs 
of  tiic  Palace  preparing  to  foften  them  by  intreaties. 
Inftantly  they  thruft  Sabinus  through,  and  mangled 
him,  then  cutting  ofF  his  head,  dragged  his  trunk 
to  the  charnel  of  malefactors. 

This  was  the  fate  of  a  man  by  no  means  to  be 
contemned.  Five  and  thirty  years  had  he  carried 
arms  for  the  Commonweal,  and,  both  in  peace  and 
war,  bore  a  very  fignal  reputation.  As  to  the  in- 
nocence of  hifi  life,  and  juRice  of  his  anions,  he 
was  unfpotted  :  In  his  difcourfe  he  was  over-copi- 
ous  :  This  was  the  only  failing  vi^hich  even  bufy 
rumour  could  object  to  him  during  all  the  {tv^rv 
years  that  he  ruled  Mcelia,  during  all  the  twelve 
that  he  was  Governor  of  Rome.     In  the  end  of 

his 


254  THE    HISTORY       Book  IH. 

his  life  he  was  by  fome  judged  to  have  been  flow 
and  fph-Itlefs,  by  many  to  have  been  prudent  and 
moderate,  and  defirous  to  fpare  the  blcou  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  In  one  thing  all  men  confent,  that 
before  Vcfpafian  became  Emperor,  the  dignity  of 
the  family  centered  in  the  perfon  of  Sabinus.  I 
have  been  informed,  that  his  fall  was  well  pleafing 
to  Mucianus.  Indeed  moft  men  alledged,  that  by 
it  peace  and  unanimity  in  the  State  were  fecured  ; 
as  all  emulation  was  now  for  ever  removed  between 
thefe  tv70,  who  would  always  have  been  confider- 
ing  themfelves,  the  one  as  the  Emperor's  brother, 
the  other  as  his  companion  in  power.  But  when 
the  people  required  the  doom  of  the  Conful,  Vi- 
tellius  perfevered  in  oppofmg  them,  being  himfelf. 
now  pacified,  and  as  it  were  repaying  him  a  cour- 
tefy  ;  fmce  to  fuch  as  had  afked  him  who  it  was 
that  fet  fire  to  the  Capitol,  he  made  free  confeilion 
of  being  the  perfon  guilty.  By  this  acknowledg- 
ment, or  be  it  a  fiction  only  framed  to  temporize, 
in  afluming  the  crime,  and  the  odium  of  the  crime, 
he  feemed  to  have  acquitted  as  innocent  the  party 
of  Vitellius. 

During  thefe  days,  Ljuclus  Vitellius  having  en- 
camped at  Feronia,  threatened  to  ilorm  and  fack 
Terracina.  Within  it  were  fhut  up  the  Gladiators 
and  Marines,  a  garrifon  who  dared  not  venture 
without  their  walls,  nor  face  the  enemy  in  the  field; 
Over  the  Gladiators  (as  above  I  have  recounted) 
there  commanded  Julianus,  over  the  Marines  Apol^ 
linaris,  two  men  in  flothfulnefs  and  debaucljery  re- 
fcmbling  rather  common  Gladiators  than  principal 
Commanders.  No  watch  they  kept ;  none  of  the 
weak  parts  of  the  walls  did  they  ftrengthen  or  fe- 
cure ;  by  night  and  by  day  they  wallowed  in  vo- 
luptuoufnefs,  and  with  their  gay  revellings  upon 
thofc  delicious  fhores,  the  whole  coaft  refounded. 
Their  foldiers  were  difperfed  abroad  to  procure  fup- 

plies 
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plies  for  their  luxury  ;  and  only  whilfl:  ihey  were 
feafting,  did  they  talk  of  war.     Apinius  Tiro  was 
gone  from  thence  a  few  days  before,  and,  by  ex- 
-  a6ling  from  the  municipal  Cities  money  and  pre- 
'  fents  with  notable  rigour,   gained  to  the  party  much 
more  malevolence  than  flrength.     In  the  mean  time 
^a  flave  of  Virgilius  Capito  fled  over  to  Lucius  Vi- 
tellius,  and    undertook,   if  he   were   furnifhed  with 
■  a  band   of  men,  to  deliver  up    the   caftle   fecretly, 
deftitute  as  it  was  of  guards.     Thus  in  the  dead  of 
night,  he  lodged  fome  Cohorts  lightly  armed  upon 
the  ridge  of  the  hills  juft  over  the  head  of  the  ene- 
my.    From   thence  the  foldiers  rufhed  down,  in- 
deed rather  to  a  malTacre  than  an  encounter.     Some 
void  of  arms,  others  endeavouring  to  arm,  feveral 
juft  frighted  out  of  their  fleep,  were  all  eafily  van- 
quifhed  and  overthrown,  as«with  the  profound  dark- 
nefs,  with   the  fudden  alarm  and  difmay,   trumpets 
founding,  and  enemies  fhouting,  they  were  all  dif- 
concerted   and  aftonifhed.     A  few   of  the  Gladia^- 
tors  refifted  ftoutly,  nor  died  without  firft  revenging 
their  deaths.     The  reft  fled  with  all  their   fpeed  to 
the  (hips,  where  all  were  equally  embarafted  by  the 
fame  diftrefs  and  affright ;  for  witli  the  foldiers  were 
intermixt  the  inhabitants  of  Terracina,  and  thefe 
two  the  Vitellians  flaughtered,  without  making  any 
diftindion.     Six  fmall  gallies,   juft  as  the  uproar 
and  confternation  began,  efcaped  away,  and  in  one 
of  them  Apollinaris  Commander  of  the  Fleet.     All 
the  other  veflels  were  feized  by  the  fhore,  or,  fur- 
charged  by  the  thronging  crowd,  funk  to  the  bot- 
tom.    Julianus  was  haled  away  to  Lucius  Vitcllius, 
and  being   firft  fcourged,    till  he  was    all  covered 
with  gore,  executed  in  his  fight.     There  were  fome 
who  charged  Triaria  the  wife  of  Lucius,  as  if  with 
a  military  fabre  girt  to  her  fide,  fhe  had  manifefted 
drea  Iful  infolence  and  barbarity  of  fpirir,  even  amidii: 
the  doleful  wailings,  and  fad  defolation  of  Terra- 
cing 
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cina  under  the  calamitous  lot  of  fpoil  and  maiTacre. 
He  himfelf,  as  an  indication  of  his  profperous  at- 
chievement,  font  to  his  brother  a  crown  of  laurel, 
and  defired  his  orders  Vv^hether  to  return  forthwith 
to  Rome,  or  to  perfifl  in  the  redudion  of  Cam- 
pania. This  paufe  was  of  falutary  confequence  not 
to  Vefpafian's  part  only,  but  to  the  whole  Com- 
monwealth. In  truth,  had  the  foldiers,  naturally 
headllrong,  nov/  elated  with  fuccefs,  proceeded  to 
Romejuft  hot  from  their  vidory,  a  ftruggle  not  a 
little  terrible  muft  have  enfued,'  nor  could  it  have 
been  decided  without  the  deftruaion  of  the  City. 
For  in  Lucius  Vitellius,  however  infamous  he  were, 
Jio  want  of  vigour  was  found  >  not  that  from  any 
virtue  he  derived  his  importance  and  power,  as  all 
worthy  men  do  theirs,  but,  like  tvcry  other  wicked 
man,  from  his  villainy  and  vices. 

Whilil  by  the  party  of  Viteilius  thefe  things  were 
tranfaaed,  Vefpafian's  army,  having  departed  from 
Narnia,  diverted  themfelves  at  Ocriculum  in  ce- 
lebrating the  annuid  Feaft  of  Saturn,  a  feftival  of 
many  days  -,  as  if  no  other  employment  had  awaited 
them.  The  caufe  of  a  delay  fo  prepofterous  was, 
to  ftay  for  the  coming  of  Mucianus.  Nor  were 
there  wanting  fome  who  entertained  fufpicions  of 
Antonius,  and  charged  him,  '  As  if  through  trea- 

*  chery  he  thus  lingered,  in  confequence  of  the  let- 

*  ters  fecrcily  fent  "him  from  Viteilius,  with  ofFers 

*  of  the  Conffcjifliip,  and  of  his  daughter  then  mar- 

*  riageable,  and^   with  her  a  mighty  fortune,  as  the 

<  rewards  of  revolting  from  Vefpafian.'  Others  al- 
ledged,^  '  That  all   this   charge  was  no  more  than 

*  a  fiaion,  framed  purely  in  court  to  Mucianus.* 
Several  argued,   <  That  it  was  a  reft^lution  concert- 

*  ed  amonglt  all  the  Leaders,  rather  to  prefent  the 
'  city  with  a  terrible  difplay  of  war,  than  to  carry 
'  the  war  thither  j  fmce  the  chief  ftrength  of  the 

<  Prartorian  Bands  had  already  defcrted  Viteilius, 

'  who 
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'  who  was  likewife  precluded  from  any  reinforce- 

*  ment  on  every  hand  :  So  that  it  was  prelumed  he 

<  would  quietly  yield  up  the  Empire  5  but  that  all 

<  was  marred  and  dil'concerteJ,  firft  by  the  rafiincfs, 

*  then  by  the  pufillanimity  of  Sabinus,  who  having 
'  inconfiderately  taken  up  arms,  had  not  been  able 

*  to   maintain   the  invincibie    Fort  of  the   Capitol 

*  againfl  three  Cohorts,  a  place  flrong  enough  to 

*  defy  the  ailaults  of  mighty  armies.'  The  truth 
is,  one  cannot  eafily  upbraid  any  particular  Com- 
mander with  a  fault  committed  by  all.  For  befides 
that  Mucianus,  by  his  dark  and  equivocal  letters, 
retarded  the  motion  of  the  conquering  army,  An- 
tonius  too  incurred  great  guilt  by  his  6verlate  and 
pernicious  compliiifance,  though  perhaps  he  thence 
ftudied  to  transfer  upon  the  other  all  public  refent- 
ment  and  hate.  For  the  reft  of  the  Chiefs ;  by 
judging  the  war  to  be  completed,  they  rendered  the 
end  of  it  the  more  fignal  and  glaring.  Nor  indeed 
had  Petilius  Cerialis  made  fufficient  difpatch,  he 
who  was  purpofely  fent  forward  with  a  thoufand 
horfe,  by  an  indirect  march  over  the  Sabine  terri- 
tories, to  enter  Rome  through  the  Salarian  high- 
way. At  laft,  the  news  that  the  Capitol  was  be- 
fieged,  roufed  them  all. 

Antonius  advanced  along  the  great  Flaminian 
road,  and  far  in  the  night  arrived  at  the  red  rocks  : 
But  the  aid  which  he  intended  came  too  late.  He 
there  met  many  tidings  all  very  mournful,  '  Sabi- 
'  nus  murdered,  the  Capitol  reduced  to  aihes,  the 
'  City  under  dreadful  confternation,  nay,  the  po- 
'  pulace  and  flaves  all  under  arms  for  Vitellius.' 
Petilius  Cerialis  alfo  was  unfortunate  in  the  com- 
bat attempted  by  his  horfe,  who,  rufiiing  incau- 
tioufly  upon  the  foe,  as  upon  men  already  defeated, 
were  received  by  the  Vitellians  fleadily,  vv^ith  their 
foot  interlined  amongfl  their  horfe.  Not  far  from 
the  City  the  conflict  happened,  amongu  buildings 

arid 
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-and  gardens,  and  windings-lanes  -,  a  fituation  fami- 
liiu"  to  the  Viteilians,  but  ftrange  to  their  enemies, 
and  thence  the  caufe  of  their  perplexity  and  fear. 
Neither  was  the  body  of  horfe  unanimoully  afftdleii, 
as  amongft  t!  em  were  incorporated  feme  who  had' 
lately  furrendered  at  Narnia,  and  now  warily  watch- 
ed for  what  fide  fortune  would  ultimately  declare. 
Tullius  Flavianus  Commander  of  a  Squadron  was 
taken.  The  reft  fufiered  a  fcandalous  rout,  flying 
in  unmanly  difmay.  The  vanquifners  purfued  not 
beyond  Fidenas. 

By  this  fuccefs  the  former  zeal  and  partiality  of 
tlie  people  became  heightened.  The  commonalty 
of  Rom.e  betook  themfelves  to  arms  ;  fome  few  were 
furniflied  with  regular  fliields,  but  tlie  moft  part 
fnatched  up  and  turned  into  weapons  whatever  fell 
firft  in  their  way,  and  then  craved  the  fignal  for 
battle.  Vitellius  prefented  them  his  thanks,  and 
ordered  them,  to  fally  forth  and  deti^nd  the  City  from 
infults  and  attacks.  Anon  the  Senate  was  alTembled, 
and  Ambafiadors  nominated  for  repairing  to  the 
armies,  fuch  as  under  the  ftile  and  guife.  of  the 
Commonweal,  were  to  exhort  them  to  peace  and 
union.  Very  different  proved  the  lot  and  reception 
of  the  Ambaffadors  :  They  who  went  to  Petilius 
Cerialis  encountered  perils  almoft  fatal,  as  the  fol- 
diers  fternly  rejected  all  terms  of  peace.  Nay,  the 
Praetor  Arulenus  Rufticus  was  wounded  ;  a  barba- 
rity which,  befide  the  violation  of  a  character  al- 
together facrcd,  that  of  an  Amballador  and  of  a 
Praetor,  derived  frefh  abhorrence  from  the  dignity 
and  eftimation  of  the  man.  His  followers  difperfed 
and  fled  :  His  principal  Lidor  was  flain  for  daring 
to  open  a  pafllige  through  the  crowd  :  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  protection  of  a  guard  appointed  by 
the  chief  officer,  fuch  was  the  brutal  rage  infpirtd 
by  our  civil  diffentions,  that  the  Law  and  Privilege 
of  Ambaffadors,  efteemed  inviolable  even  amongit 

foreign 
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foreign  and  barbarous  Nations,  had  been  profaned? 
even  to  the  maflacring  of  their  perfons,  In  the  midft 
of  th-ir  native  country  and  under  the  very  walls  of 
Rome.  With  more  temper  v/ere  they  received  who 
had  gone  to  Antonius  :  Not  that  the  foldiers  had 
greater  moderation,   but  the  General  greater  autho' 

With  the  Ambafladors  had  joined  himfelf,  Mu- 
fonius  Rufus,  by  rank  a  Roman  Knight,  one  wha 
attended  to  the  ftudy  of  Philofophy  and  adhered  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  Stoics.  He  mingling  amongft 
the  bands,  and  reafoning  about  tlie  bleifings  of  peace 
and  the  dangers  attending  v/ar,  laboured  thus  to  tu- 
tor men  in  arms.  To  many  this  was  matter  of  de- 
rifion ;  to  more  it  proved  annoying  and  tirefome  : 
Nor  were  there  wanting  fome  to  thruft  him  thence 
violently  ana  to  pufh  him  with  their  hands  and  feet, 
till  through  the  perfuafions  of  all  the  more  m  :>de- 
rate,  and  the  menaces  of  others,  he  forbore  his  lef- 
fons  of  wifdom  fo  ill-timed.  Thither  too  had  re- 
paired the  Veftal  Virgins  with  letters  from  Vitellius 
to  Antonius  :  In  thefe  he  defired,  '  That  the  battle, 
'  which  was  to  be  the  laft,  might  be  fufpended  for 

*  one  day;  during  that  interval,  all  things  would 
'  be  more  eafily  accommodated.'  The  Virgins  were 
difmifled  with  all  demonilrations  of  honour.  To 
Vitellius  an  anfwer  was  returned,  '  That  by  the 
'  murder  of  Sabinus,  and   the  burning  of  the  Ca- 

*  pitol,  all  means  of  ending  the  war  by  treaty  were 
'  cut  ofr.' 

Antonius,  however,  by  a  fpeech  to  the  Legions 
purpofely  aflembled,  tried  to  reconcile  them  to  a 
temper,  that  '  of  encamping  by  the  Milvian  bridge, 
'  and  of  entring  the  City  not  before  next  day.' 
His  motive  for  fuch  procraftination  was,  left  the 
foldiery  juft  after  the  heat  of  a  battle,  might  be  fo 
tranfported  as  to  (liew  no  mercy  either  to  People, 
or  Senate,  or  even  to  the  Temples  and  Domes  of 

the 
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the  Deities.  But  they  dreaded  all  delay,  as  the 
means  to  bereave  them  of  vicflory.  At  the  fame 
time  fome  Standards  feen  fhining  upon  the  hills, 
though  only  followed  by  the  Vv'eak  aVid  unwarlike 
populace,  exhibited  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's 
army.  Prefently  they  advanced  to  Rom.e,  divided 
into  a  triple  hoft  :  one  paifed  along  where  it  already 
was,  upon  the  great  Flamlnian  road  ;  another  coaft- 
cd  the  Tiber ;  the  third  through  the  Salarian  way 
moved  towards  the  gate  Collina.  The  multitude 
of  Plebeians  was  forthwith  routed  by  an  onfet  of 
the  horfe.  The  foldiers  of  Vitellius  moved  to  the 
attack,  formed  likewife  into  a  threefold  band.  Ma- 
Jiy  were  the  conflias  before  the  City,  various  the 
fuccefs,  but  to  Vefpafian's  men  chiefly  favourable, 
as  fuperiour  in  the  abilities  of  their  Leaders.  Sore- 
ly harrafied  were  they  only  who  had  wheeled  to  the 
left  hand  tov/ards  the  Salluftian  gardens,  throuy;h 
lanes  very  narrow  and  llippery,  where  over  them 
ftood  the  Vitellians  upon  the  walls  of  the  gardens, 
and  a%  they  ftrove  to  climb,  beat  them  down  with 
ftones  and  fpears,  almoft  to  the  clofe  of  the  day, 
till  by  the  horfe  who  had  burft  in  at  the  gate  Col- 
lina, they  were  themfelves  befet  in  the  rear.  In 
the  field  of  Mars  too  the  parties  joined  in  fierce 
encounters.  For  that  of  Vefpafian  appeared  the 
concurrence  of  fortune,  and  of  victory  fo  often 
gained.  The  Vitellians  were  fired  and  driven  head- 
Jong  by  pure  defpair,  and  though  vanquifhed  and 
routed,  aflembled  again  wthin  the  City  and  re- 
newed the  battle. 

About  the  combatants  the  people  were  gathered 
as  fpec^ators;  and,  as  if  they  had  been  only  at- 
tending the  reprefentation  of  a  fight  exhibited  for 
public  amufement  and  fport,  they  favoured  and 
efpoufed  now  thefe,  anon  thofe,  with  theatrical 
(houts  and  clappings  :  Nay,  as  often  as  either  fide 
recoiled,  and  particulars  had  fled   into  houfcs,  or 

lay 
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lay   hid    in  fhops,    they   infifted  upon  their  being 
dragged  out  and  flain,  and  thus  came  to  enjoy  them- 
(elves  the  largeft  part  of  the  prey.     For,  whilll  the 
foldiers  were  only  purfuing  blood  and  daughter,  the 
fpoil  fell  to  the  pofleflion  of  the  commonalty.     Tra- 
gical and  gh»aftly  was   the  face  of  the  whole  City  ; 
in  one  place  deadly  conflids,  and  bleeding  wounds  ; 
in  another  luxurious  bathings  and   feats  of  riot  j 
every  where  blood  in  ftrcams,  and  carcaiTes  in  piles, 
and  juft  at  hand  wanton  harlots,    or  fuch  as  rc- 
fembied  harlots  ;  a6ls  of  debauchery  and   voluptu- 
oufncfs,  :is  extravagant  as  ever  were  praftifed  dur- 
ing a  feafon  of  luxury  and  repofe,  with  all  the  bar- 
barities attending  the  moft  mercilefs  captivity.     In- 
fomuch,    that  you   would  have  thought  the  fame 
City  at  once  tranfported   with  brutal  outrage,  and 
abandoned  to  fenfual  revellings.     Rome  had  before 
feen  contending  armies  in  her  flreets,  where  Sylla 
twice  remained  conqueror,  and  once  Cinna ;  nor 
was  there  then   lefs  cruelty  exercifed.     But  now, 
amongft  men  there  prevailed  an  unconcern  and  fe- 
curity  perfe6lly  inhuman,  nor  for  a  fingle  moment 
were  their  purfuits  of  pleafure  poflponed.     Nay,  as 
if  this  confufion  and  carnage  had  feafonably  inter- 
vened to  heighten  the  gayety  of  their  feftival  days, 
they  exulted,  they  pampered  and  indulged,  to  both 
parties  indifferent,  and  triumphing  in  public  mi- 
feries. 

In  ftorming  the  intrenchments  of  the  Camp  the 
hardeft  tafk  was  found,  as  they  were  defended  by 
all  the  moft  determined  amongft  the  enemy,  fuch 
who  confidered  the  fame  as  their  laft  hope  and  re- 
fource.  Hence  the  more  ardour  manifefted  by  the 
conquerors,  as  amongft  them  foremoft  in  zeal  were 
the  old  Praetorian  Cohorts.  All  the  inventions 
ufed  in  attacking  the  ftrongeft  Cities,  they  now  ap- 
plied, the  military  Shell,  miflive  Engines,  Mounds 
and  flaming  Torches.    *  In  this  fmgle  undertaking 

'  they 
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'  they  all  cried,  would  be  completed  whatever 
'  hardiliips,  whatever  perils  they  had  in  (o  many 
'  battles  undergone.  To  the  Senate  and  People  of 
'  Rome  their  City  was  refiored,  to  the  Deities 
'  their  Temples,  it  was  in  the  camp  that  the  pe- 
'  culiar  lot  and  glory  of  the  foldiery  refided  :  1  his 
'  was  their  Country,  here  was  their  houdiold  and 
'  their  houfhold  Gods.  Thefe  they  were  now  in- 
'  ftantly  to  regain,  or  to  pafs  the  night  underarms.' 
The  Vitellians,  on  the  contrary^  though  in  num- 
ber  inferior,  though  unequal  in  their  defliny,  per- 
plexed the  vidory,  and  retarded  the  pacification. 
With  blood  they  contaminated  the  houfes,  Vvith 
blood  they  profaned  the  altars,  purfuing  fuch  ft.  s 
as  pi-ove  the  lall  folacements  to  men  defperate  ai:d 
vanquiflied.  Upon  the  turrets  and  bulwarks  m^i.v 
]ay  breathing  their  laft,  many  already  breathleh. 
They  who  remained,  when  their  gates  werebuiil 
open,  uniting  together,  prefented  themfelves  con.- 
fidently  to  the  fwords  of  the  vanquiihers.  In  trutii 
they  all  fell  facing  the  enemy,  and  wounded  only 
before.  Such,  even  in  dying,  was  their  concern 
to  die  honourably. 

Vitellius,  feeing  the  City  taken,  was  carried 
in  a  chair  through  the  back  part  of  the  palace  to 
his  wife's  houfe  upon  Mount  Aventine,  with  a 
purpofe  if  he  could  by  lurking  there  efcape  difco- 
very  during  the  day,  to  fly  by  night  to  his  brother's 
Cohorts  at  Tarracina.  But  from  unlleadinefs  of 
fpirit,  fuch  too  being  the  nature  of  dread,  that  to 
one  who  fears  all  things,  prefent  things  are  ever 
moft  irkfome,  he  came  back  to  the  palace  nov/  defo- 
late  and  wild  :  For  all  his  flaves,  even  the  lowefl,  had 
flipped  away,  or  el fe  carefully  avoided  to  meet  him. 
Terrifying  to  him  proved  the  difmal  folitude,  and 
every  part  flill  and  filent :  He  tried  apartments 
that  were  fhut  :  He  fhrunk  with  horror  to  behold 
all  void  and  defart.     Weary  at  laft  with  fuch  mi- 

2  ferable 
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ferable  and  folitary  v/andering  to  and  fro,  he  thruft 
himfelf  into  a  hiding  place  fordid  and  difgraceful, 
and   by  JuHus    Placidus,  Tribune    of  a  Praetorian 
Band,  was  dragged  from  it.     Behind  him  forthwith 
his  hands  were  tied  :   Thus  with  his  apparel  all  rent, 
he  was  haled  along,  a  fpedacle  foul  and  fad,  many- 
reviling  him,  no    one  bewailing  him.     Indeed  fuch 
was  the  abafement   and  indecency  of  his   end,  as  to 
have  hanifhed  all  pity.     There  met  hjm  one  of  the 
German  foldiers,  and   with  his   fword  drawn  made 
a  violent  blow,  whether  out  of  fury  and  vengeance, 
or  the  fooner  to  releafe  him  from  infults  and  derifion, 
or  whether   aiming  at   the  life  of  the   Tribune,  is 
matter  of  uncertainty.     The  Tribune's  ear  he  ac- 
tually cut  ofF,  and  was  himfelf  inftantlv  flain.     Vi- 
tellius    they   forced,  with    their    fwords  pointed  at  • 
his  throat,  now   to   hold  up  his  head,  and  prefent 
his    face  to  a  deluge  of  indignities,  anon   to  behold 
his  own  Statues  tumbled  down,  and  particularly  to 
view  the  place  of  aflemblies,  and  that  where  Galba 
fuffered  his  bloody    doom.     In   this  manner   they 
pufhed  him  forward,  and  at  laft  into  the  charnel  of 
Malefadors,  where  the  corps  of  Flavius   Sabinus 
had   lain   expofed.     One  faying    there  was   which 
fell  from  him,  favouring  of  no  bafenefs  of  fpirit  j 
when  to  the  Tribune  treating  him  Vv'ith  roughnefs 
and   infults,  he  anfwered,  '  That  neverthclefs  he 
'  had    been   his   Emperor.'      Then,    under  many 
Vv'ounds  given  him,  he  fell  and  expired.     The  com- 
mon herd  inveighed  againft  him,  after  he  was  (lain, 
with  the  fame  depravity  of  heart  with  which  they 
had  carefied  him  while  he  yet  lived. 

His  father  was  Lucius  V^itellius,  his  age  that  of 
(even  and  fifty  years  complete.  He  had  acquired 
the  Confulftiip,  acquired  Pontifical  dignities,  with 
a  name  and  rank  amongfl  the  Grandees  of  the  State, 
by  no  parts  or  vigour  of  his,  but  all  through  the 
luflre  and  elevation  of  his  father.     The  gift  of 

Empire 
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Empire  he  received  from  fuch  as  never  knew  the 
man.  In  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  rarely  had  any 
man  ever  obtained  fuch  intcreft  by  worthy  methods, 
as  he  by  impotence  and  fioth.  In  him  however  was 
inherent  a  fimplicity  of  fpirit  and  liberahty;  qua-' 
lities  which,  unlefs  kept  under  reflridion,  grow  in- 
evitably pernicious.  His  friends  he  thought  to  fe- 
cure,  not  by  a  condu6l  fteady  and  unblameable, 
but  only  by  mighty  bounty,  and  thence  rather  de- 
ferved  fuch,  than  had  them.  For  the  intereft  of 
the  Commonwealth  vi'ithout  doubt  it  was  that  Vi- 
tellius  was  vanquifhed  and  fallen  :  Yet  they  who 
betrayed  to  Vefpafian  the  power  and  caufe  of  Vi- 
tellius,  can  from  their  perfidioufnefs  claim  no  pub- 
lic merit,  fince  they  had  before  revolted  from  GzU 
ba.  The  day  now  haflening  to  clofe,  the  Senate 
could  not  be  aflembled  ;  for  fuch  was  the  affright 
of  the  Magiftrates  and  Senators,  that  they  had  pri- 
vately dropped  away  from  the  City,  o^  concealed 
themfelves  here  and  there  in  the  houfes  of  their  fol- 
lowers. Domitian,  after  all  apprehenfions  of  ho-. 
ftility  had  ceafed,  proceeded  to  the  Leaders  of  the 
party,  where  the  foldiers  thronging  about  him  fa- 
iuted  him  Caefar,  and  all  in  arms  condu6led  him  t# 
his  father's  houfe. 
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The  calamitous  jCQndition  of  Rome,     Lucius  Vitellius 

furreiiders  hi  s  per  [on  and  hh  hands  ^  yet  is  Jlain.    The 

S^vereipity  of  Vefpafian  confimed  by  the   Senate n 

The  fine  chara6ler  and  accomr'-i/hrnents  of  Helvi- 

dius  Prifcus.      His  contejis  tvith  Eprius  Marcellus, 

Mucianus  enters  Ro?ne.     By  hirn  Calpurnius  Pifo 

is  ordered  to  be  Jlain,     The  caufes  and  jmtions  of 

the  war  in  Germany^  firji  begun  by  the  Batavians 

under  the  leading  ^f  Civ  ills      Next  the  Caninefates 

^  Jake  arms.     They  dernjJiJh  the  Fortreffes  of  the  Ro' 

mans^  cut  off  the  Garrifons,  overthrow  Aquiiius^ 

principal  Centurion^  and  afterwards  Lupercus  Mum- 

mius   Commander  of  a  Legion,     The  Veteran  Co^ 

.   horts  of  Batavians  in  the  fervice  of  the  Romans^ 

-  go  over  to  Civilis,  androut  Herennius  Gallus  Jlriv- 

^  ing  tj  oppofe  thmu     The  ancient  Camp  hefteged  hf 

Vol.  III.  N  Civilly, 
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CivlHs.     The  Roman  foldlers  mutiny  againjl  Hor- 
deonius  :   the  condu5i  of  the  war  committed  to  Vo- 
cula.     He  advances  againJl  Civilis,  is  at  firji  van- 
qu'Jhed^  yet  by  an  accident  gains  the  Fi^ory.    jigain 
the  foldiers  mutiny  againji  Hordeonius  ;  nay^  mur^ 
der  him.     T^ranfa^ions  at  Rome^  and  in  the  Senate  : 
Contejis :  Accufatiom.     ThefcldierscfWidWuspa' 
cified  by   Mucianus.     The  ajfajfmation  of  Lucius 
Pifo  in  Africa,     The  Capitol  reflored.     The  Tre- 
verians  and  Lingones  revolt  from  the  Romans :  The 
sther  Gauls  too  waver :  Small  fidelity  even  in  the 
Legions  and  Roman  Coh:rts,    all  corrupted  by  the 
Gauls.     V ocu\2i  JIain.     The  Roman  foldiers  fwear 
allegiance  to  the  Empire  of  the  Gauls.     The  fame 
do  the  Legions^  after  a  long  fjege  fjicined  in  the  old 
camp.     TJ?e  people  of  Col  gn  not  flow  to  efpoufe  the 
conquering  caufe.     The  Lingones  the  while  routed  by 
the  Sequanians.     At  Rome  the  Empire  judged  in 
danger  :  Domitian  the   Emperor^ s  fon  prepares  to 
fuftain  the  war  in  pe'fon^  ^ff\ft^d  by  Mucianus, 
four  Legions  forthwith  fent  forward.     The  Gauls 
affemhle  in  council :  The  wifr  fort  declare  for  peace 
however  chgged  with   bondage.      Petilius  Cerialis 
vanquijhes  the  Treverians  in  a  great  battle.     Many 
who  had  revolted  return  to  the  fervice  and  flandards 
of  the  Ro?nans.     Cerialis  foon  after  engaged  in  a 
ftyarp  confix  with  Civilis  and  ClafTicus  j  the  be- 
ginning of  the  combat  d-jubtful^  the  ifj'ue  juccefsful 
to  the  Romans.     What  happened  to  Vefpafian  /;/ 
Egypt,  his  priracles  there  :  His  Sovereignty  fignified 
by  oracles  and  prefiges. 

Thefe  the  proceedings  partly  of  the  fame  y ear ^  part- 
ly  of  the  next. 

UPON  the  flaying  of  Vitelllus,  war  was  ra- 
ther {qqw  to  ceafe  than  peace  to  commence. 
The  vanquifhers  continuing  in  arms,  hunt- 
«d  all  over  the  City  after  the  vanquilhed  with  eager- 

nefs 
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nefs  and  implacable  hate.  Filled  with  carnage  and 
mangled  coarfes  were  the  ftreets  ;  dyed  and  ftream- 
ing  with  blood  were  the  Temples  and  places  of  pub- 
lic refort,  as  in  them  were  butchered  all  whom 
chance  prefented  to  the  deftroying  fword.  Nay, 
anon,  this  lawlefs  violence  increafing,  they  fearched 
private  houfes,  and  dragged  forth  fuch  as  lay  hid. 
\V here  they  beheld  any  one  remarkably  tall  and  in 
the  prime  of  years,  him  they  murdered  without  ex- 
ception, whether  he  were  foldier  or  citizen.  This 
cruelty,  which,  during  the  frefti  impulfe  of  animo- 
fity  and  rancour,  glutted  itfelf  with  blood  and  kill- 
ing, was  afterwards  transformed  into  rapacioufnefs. 
No  place  would  they  fuffer  to  remain  private,  no 
part  fliut  up,  pretending  that  there  fome  Vitellians 
were  concealed.  The  beginning  this  of  forcing 
open  houfes,  or  a  fure  ground  for  committing  mur- 
der where-ever  oppofition  was  made.  Nor  did  the 
indigent  part  of  the  populace  fail  to  aflift  in  the  ge- 
neral violence,  and  fpoil.  The  moft  villainous 
amongft  the  flaves  were  even  forward  to  betray  their 
wealthy  Lords  j  others  were  expofed  by  their  par- 
ticular friends.  On  all  hands  were  uttered  bitter 
wailings  and  the  univerfal  voice  of  anguifh,  on  all 
hands  fcen  no  other  than  the  miferable  lot  of  a  City 
ftormed  and  facked  :  Infomuch  that  the  foldiers  of 
Otho  and  thofe  of  Vitellius,  however  imperious 
and  infulting,  and  however  once  hated,  were  now 
mifled  and  regretted.  The  Generals  of  the  party, 
men  fo  puifTant  and  vigorous  in  kindling  the  Civil 
War,  were  found  infufficient  to  controul  the  fpirit 
of  victory.  For,  in  exciting  public  tumults  and 
convulfions,  every  the  worft  man  has  the  ftrongeft 
fway :  To  uphold  tranquillity  and  peace,  righteous 
Jefigns  are  required  and  virtuous  management. 

The  name   and   refidence  of   Csefar,  Domitian 

enjoyed,  but  to  the  cares  of  government  gave  yet 

no  attention  j  and  only  in  feats  of  adultery  and  con- 

a,  2  ftupration 
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ftupratlon  acquitted  himfelf  as  the  fon  of  an  Em- 
peror. With  the  command  of  the  Praetorian  Guards 
Arrius  Varus  was  invefted.  The  Tup:  erne  exercife 
and  fprings  of  authority  refted  in  Antonius  Primus. 
From  the  Prince's  houfe  he  was  continually  plun- 
dering treafure,  moveables,  and  domeftic  flaves,  as 
if  he  were  ftill  feizing  the  fpoil  of  Cremona.  The 
reft,  whether  checked  by  their  modefty  or  their 
meannefs,  as  they  had  merited  no  diftind^ion  in  the 
war,  were  likewifeundiftinguifhed  by  rewards.  The 
City  under  great  awe  and  terror,  and  quietly  dlf- 
pofed  to  fervitude,  prefTed  '  to  have  Lucius  Vitel- 
'  lius  feized  with  his  Cohorts  upon  their  march  from 

*  Terracina,  and  the  remains  of  the  war  extin- 

*  guifhed.'  Hence  the  cavalry  were  fent  forward 
to  Aricia :  The  body  of  the  Legions  refted  at  thef 
Town  of  Bovillas.  Nor  did  Vitellius  paufe  a  mo- 
ment, but  to  the  pleafure  of  the  conqueror  delivered 
up  himfelf  and  his  bands.  His  men  too  caft  away 
their  unfortunate  arms,  moved  as  much  by  indig- 
nation as  by  fear.  Through  the  City  pafted  the 
long  train  of  captives  guarded  on  each  fide  by  files 
of  armed  men :  Not  one  betrayed  a  relenting  or 
fupplicant  look.  Grieved  and  vengeful  they  ap- 
peared, and  to  all  the  boifterous  infults  and  dcrifion 
of  the  mocking  and  petulant  vulgar,  fhewed  them- 
felves  fcornful  and  unmoved.  The  few  who  broke 
forth  upon  the  rabble,  were  opprefTed  by  the  guards, 
the  reft  imprifoned.  From  none  of  them  fell  a 
mean  or  degenerate  expreflion  ;  and  though  envi- 
roned with  wretchednefs  and  diftrefs,  they  main- 
tained the  renown  of  their  conftancy  and  courage, 
vinftained.  Next  was  put  to  death  Lucius  Vitel- 
lius, one  in  vices  equal  to  his  brother';  in  his  bro- 
ther's reign  the  more  vigilant  of  the  two,  nor  fo 
much  a  companion  in  the  funfhine  of  his  fortune, 
as  fwallowed  headlong  in  his  tragical  fate. 

During 
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During  the  fame  time  Lucilius  Baflus  was  dif- 
patched  with  a  band  of  horfe  lightly  equipped,  to 
eflablifh  the  tranquillity  of  Campania,  as  amongft 
the  municipal  Cities  prevailed  a  fpirit  of  animofity 
and  contention,  more  in  truth  upon  mutual  difgulh 
than  through  any  difaffec^tion  and  contumacy  to- 
wards the  Emperor.  Upon  fight  of  the  foldiers, 
prefent  compofure  enfucd ;  nor  upon  the  fmaller 
Colonies  for  their  late  oppofition  was  any  punifh- 
ment  infli(£l:ed.  Capua  was  affigned  to  the  third 
Legion  for  winter-quarters,  and  thence  grievoufly 
cpprefled  were  the  illuftrious  families  there.  Yet 
to  the  people  of  Terracina  fo  lately  facked  by  the 
Vitellians,  no  help  was  adminiflered  or  relief.  So 
much  flronger  is  the  bent  of  men  to  revenge  an 
injury  than  to  repay  a  benefit,  becaufe  obligations 
are  burdenfome  and  painful  ;  but  vengeance  taken 
feems  to  be  fomething  gained.  Some  confolation 
it  proved,  that  the  flave  of  Virgilius  Capito,  he 
whom  I  have  mentioned  to  have  betrayed  their  city 
to  the  enemy,  was  now  faftened  to  a  gibbet,  dref- 
fed  in  the  fame  rings  which  as  a  recompence  from 
Vitellius  he  always  wore.  Now  at  Rome,  the 
JSenate  decreed  to  Vefpafian  all  the  titles  and  pre- 
rogatives ever  invefted  in  former  Princes,  with 
great  alacrity  and  hopes  alTured.  For,  as  the  civil 
arms  were  firft  wielded  in  the  Regions  of  Gaul  and 
Spain  ;  as  Germany  too  engaged  in  the  war,  and 
anon  Illyricum  ;  as  the  fame  civil  arms  had  after- 
wards vifited  i^gypt,  Judaea,  and  Syria,  nay,  all 
the  Provinces  and  all  the  Armies  j  it  feemed  to  the 
Fathers  that,  the  whole  world  having  thus  under* 
gone  expiation,  all  difientions  were  brought  to  a 
natural  clofe.  To  heighten  their  joy  they  had  let- 
ters from  Vefpafian,  fo  conceived  as  if  the  war 
had  yet  fubfifted.  This  was  the  conftru(Stion  which 
at  firft  view  they  feemed  to  bear  :  Yet  in  them  he 
ufed  the  ftile  of  an  Emperor,  but  chofe  expreffions 
N  3  full 
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full  of  courtefy  when  he  mentioned  himfelf,  full  of 
dignity  when  he  mentioned  the  Commonwealth. 
Nor  was  the  Senate  wanting  in  a<S^s  of  duty  and  ob- 
fequioufnefs.  To  himfelf  with  his  fon  Titus  for 
Collegue  the  Confulfhip  was  forthwith  decreed  ;  to 
Domitian  the  Prsetorfhip  and  Confular  authority. 

To  the  Senate  Mucianus  too  had  fent  letters,  and 
thence  furnifhed  ground  for  obfervation  and  dif- 
courfe.  '  If  he  were  indeed  a  private  man,  why 
'  did  he  aflume  the  part  of  a  public  charader  in 

*  addreiling  himfelf  to  the  Senate  ?  In  a  few  days 

*  he  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  propofing  the 
'  fame  tilings  from  his  place  amongft  the  Senators.' 
Even  his  invedlives  againft  Vitellius  were  judged 
over-late,  and  unworthy  of  paffing  for  bold  and 
free.  But  big  with  haughtinefs  towards  the  Com* 
monwealth,  big  with  contumely  towards  the  Em- 
peror, v/as  what  he  boafted,  '  That  in  his  own 

*  hands  he  had  had  the  Empire,  and  freely  beftowed 
*■  it  upon  Vefpafian.'  But  in  privacy  they  fmo- 
thered  this  their  indignation  and  hate,  whilft  to  the 
man  their  fycophancy  was  public  and  glaring.  With 
many  (trains  of  eloquence  very  lofty  and  very  ho- 
nourable, they  affigned  him  the  decorations  of  tri- 
umph, in  reality  for  his  conduct  in  the  civil  Wars  ; 
but  his  expedition  againft  the  Sarmatians  ferved  for 
the  pretence.  There  followed  more  grants  of  ho- 
nours, the  Confular  ornaments  prefented  to  Primus 
Antonius,  and  to  Cornelius  Fufcus  and  Arrius  Va- 
rus thofe  of  the  Praetorfhip.  Thereafter  thev  turned 
their  deliberations  towards  the  Deities ;  hence  was 
determined  the  rebuilding  of  the  Capitol.  And  all 
thefe  decrees  arofe  from  the  proportions  and  rea- 
foning  of  Valerius  Afiaticus  Conful  elevSt.  The  reft 
aflented  by  motions  of  their  head  and  hand  ;  as  did 
feme  few  fignal  in  place,  or  of  parts  well  trained 
in  flights  of  flattery,  by  elaborate  fpeeches  purpofe- 
ly  framed.    When  to  Helvidius  Prifcus,  Praetor  eledi, 

it 
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it  came  to  fpeak  his  fentiments,  he  propofed  fuch 
as  upon  a  good  Prince  refleded  much  reverence  and 
honour,  fuch  too  as  were  void  of  all  falfe  court  and 
infmcerity  ;  and  by  the  Senate  he  u^as  extolled  with 
affbdlionate  praifes.  Indeed  this  proved  a  very  fig- 
nal  day  to  him,  the  beginning  of  mighty  offence 
given,  and  of  mighty  glory  earned. 

Since  I  am  here  again  led  to  name  a  man  whom 
henceforward  I  muft  frequently  mention,  it  feems 
incumbent  upon  me  fhortly  to  recount  his  courfc 
of  life  and  purfuits,  and  what  fortune  befel  him. 
Helvidius  Prifcus  was  born  in  the  municipal  City 
of  Terracina  within  the  firft  precin£l  of  Italy,  the 
fon  of  Cluvius  who  had  fuftained  the  rank  of  a 
principal  Centurion.  His  bright  and  fignal  parts 
he  wholly  applied,  whilfl  yet  very  young,  to  ftudies 
of  the  more  noble  kind ;  not  as  many  do,  to  dif- 
guife  fpiritlefs  indolence  under  a  pompous  name, 
but,  in  order  to  engage  in  the  public  adminiftration 
with  a  mind  thoroughly  fortified  againft  all  con- 
tingencies and  difafters.  He  adhered  to  fuch  Phi- 
lofophers  as  maintain  that  only  things  juft  are  good, 
that  nought  is  evil  fave  what  is  difhoneft,  and  in 
the  rank  of  things  neither  evil  nor  good,  place  no- 
bility, power,  and  all  other  acquirements  which 
depend  not  upon  the  foul.  Ere  he  had  rifen  higher 
than  the  Quaeftorfhip,  he  was  by  Thrafea  Paetus 
chofen  for  a  hufband  to  his  daughter :  Nor  from  the 
character  of  his  wife's  father  did  he  copy  aught  fo 
ftudioufly  as  his  undaunted  exercife  of  liberty.  As 
Citizen,  as  Senator,  Hufband,  Son-in-law,  and 
Friend,  in  all  the  offices  of  life,  fignal  was  his  up- 
rightnefs  and  equanimity,  ever  contemning  wealth, 
ever  unmoveable  from  righteous  judgment,  never 
to  be  fhaken  by  fear.  There  were  fome  to  whom 
he  feemed  over  follicitous  for  fame  ;  though  the  thiril 
of  glory  be  fuch  a  paffion  as  even  wife  men  refign 
laft.  Upon  the  deadly  doom  of  his  father-in-law, 
N  4  h". 
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he  was  driven  into  exile,  and  returning  in  the  reign 
of  Galba,  fet  himfelf  to  implead  Eprius  Marcellus, 
the  accufer  of  7  hrafea.  The  purfitlt  of  this  ven- 
geance, though  It  is  uncertain  whether  it  were  more 
daring  or  more  juft,  rent  the  Senate  into  heats  and 
contefis.  For,  were  Marcellus  fufFered  to  fall,  the 
band  of  accufers  were  at  once  overwhelmed.  At 
firft:  the  ftruggle  between  them  proceeded  with  not- 
able vehemence,  and  was  by  both  fignalized  with 
excellent  f.  eeches.  Anon  as  the  inclinations  of 
Galba  were  in  fufpence,  and  upon  the  interpofitlon 
of  many  Senators  with  entreaties,  Prifcus  dropped 
the  procefs,  Whence  enfued  various  cenfures  and 
diicourfe,  according  to  the  different  humours  of  men, 
fome  m;i^nifying  his  moderation,  fome  charging 
him  with  want  of  vigour  and  firmnefs.  But,  upon 
the  day  w^hen  the  Senate  had  under  confideration 
the  Sovereignty  of  Vefpafian,  as  it  was  agreed  to 
knd  AmbalTadors  to  the  Prince ;  upon  this  fubjedl 
between  Helvid'us  and  Eprius,  a  bitter  rebate  arofe. 
Prifcus  infified  that  they  {hould  be  nominated  by 
the  Magiilrates,  firft  folemnly  fworn ;  Marcellus j 
that  they  fhould  be  drawn  by  lot,  the  method  al- 
ready propofed  by  the  Conful  ele6l.  But  what  in 
reality  prompted  Marcellus  to  fuch  follicitude,  was 
the  apprehenilon  of  difgrace  to  himfelf,  left,  were 
others  nominated,  he  fhould  be  thought  flighted  and 
poftponed.  By  degrees,  from  interchanging  (harp 
words,  they  were  carried  into  continued  fpeeches 
full  of  afperity. 

Helvidius  defired  to  know,  '  Why  Marcellus  fo 

*  much  dreaded  the  judgment  of  the  Magiftrates  ? 

*  He  was  mafter  of  wealth  and  of  eloquence,  nay, 
'  in  the  meafure  of  both   furpaiTed  many  others  : 

*  unlefs  he  were  perhaps  urged   and  daunted  by  the 

*  memory  and  blacknefs  of  his  crimes.  By  the  ufe 
'  of  blind  lots  and  the  urn  no  diftin6^ion  could  be 

*  made  between  the  manners  and  chara<5ters  of  men. 

The 
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*  The  way  of  fuffrages  and  of  confulting  the  kn- 

*  timents  of  the  Senate,  was  purpofcly  devifed  for 

*  fearching  the  life  and  re:^utation  of  particulars. 

*  To  the  intereft  and  well-being  of  the  Common- 
'  wealth  it  appertained,  it  appertained  to  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  Vefpafian,  that  to  compliment  him  there 

*  fhould  be  fent  men  of  the  cleared  innocence  in 

*  the  Senate,  fuch  as  with  virtuous  reafoning  and 

*  difcourfe  might  feafon  the  Prince's  ears.     With 

*  Thrafea,  with  Soranus  and  Sentius,  Vefpafian  had 
'  entertained  perfonal  intimacy  and  friendfhip  :  And 
'  their  accufers,  though  it  feemed  they  muft  not  be 
'  punifhed,  yet  ought  not  to  be  prefented  under  the 
'  pomp  of  a  public  chara6ler.  By  the  judgment 
'  of  the  Senate  thus  manifefted  the  Prince  would 
'  be  as  it  were  advifed  and  warned,  whom  to  fear 
'  and  fhun,  whom  to  countenance  and  approve, 
'  No  greater  fupport  was  there  of  a  righteous  reign 
'  than  righteous  friends  about  the  perfon  reigning. 
'  It  ought  to  fuffice  Marcellus  that  he  had  inftigated 
'  Nero  to  murder  fo  many  innocents.  Let  him 
'  even  enjoy  the  rewards  of  his  fervices,  and  his 
'  exemption  from  punifhment :  Only  let  him  leave 

*  Vefpafian  to  more  worthy  advifers.* 

Marcellus  alledged,  '  That  it  was  no  propofitlor^ 

*  of  his  which   was  thus  warmly  combated,   bm 

*  what  had  been  propofed  by  the  Conful  ele£^,  ii^ 
'  purfuance  of  ancient  precedents,  which  had  left 
'  the  election  of  AmbafTadors  to  the  decifion  oC 
'  lots ;  fo  as  for  caballing  and  the  efforts  of  per- 

*  fonal  enmities,  no  place  might  remain.     No  new. 

*  caufe  had  occurred,  why  inftitutions  framed  of 

*  old  fhould  be  abandoned  to  difufe,  nor  why  the 

*  honour  intended  for  the  Prince  fhould  be  turnea 

*  to  any  man's  contumely  and  difgrace.     For  pay- 

*  ing  the  homage  defigned,  every  man  there  was 
'  qualified.     What  they  ought  to  be  more  follicit- 

*  ous  to  avoid,  vras  left  through  the  unrelenting 

N  5  *  fliff. 
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ftiffnefs  of  fome  certain  particulars,  his  fpirit  might 
be  incenfed,  whilft  in  his  new  Sovereignty  he  was 
yet  pofTefled  with  doubts  and  apprehenfions,  and 
warily  watching  even  the  expreffions  and  looks  of 
all  men.  For  himfelf ;  he  confidered  the  temper 
of  the  times  in  which  he  was  born,  as  alfo  the 
frame  of  adminiftration  inftituted  by  our  fathers 
and  grandfathers.  The  primitive  infl:itution  he 
admired  i  to  the  prefent  fettlement  he  adhered. 
For  the  bleffing  of  good  princes  he  beftowed 
wifhes  and  vows ;  to  princes  good  or  bad  he  fub- 
mitted.  It  was  not  more  through  any  pleading 
of  his  that  Thrafea  fuffered,  than  through  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  pafled  upon  him.  With 
fuch  mock  difplays  of  law  was  the  cruelty  of  Ne- 
ro wont  to  fport  itfelf.  Nor  fmaller  anguifh  had 
he  himfelf  undergone  from  a  friendfhip  fo  dan- 
gerous, than  had  others  from  a  ftate  of  exile. 
To  conclude,  he  confented  that  flelvidius  fhould 
be  equalled  even  to  the  Cato's  and  Brutus's,  ia 
confiancy  invincible,  in  courage  not  to  be  daunted. 
He  himfelf  afTumed  to  be  no  more  than  one  of 
that  Senate  who  had  all  as  well  as  he  yielded  hum- 
ble obedience  to  lordly  power.  He  would  even 
perfuade  Prifcus,  that  he  would  not  be  towering 
above  the  Emperor,  would  not  drive  by  his  pre- 
cepts and  documents  to  reflrain  Vefpafian,  an  an- 
cient man,  long  fince  difiinguifhed  with  trium- 
phal honours,  and  the  father  of  fons  already  men. 
As  the  worft  princes  fought  might  without  limits 
or  law ;  to  the  other  fort  too,  however  excellent 
they  proved,  a  meafure  and  limitation  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  liberty  was  always  well  pleafmg.'  Thefe 
feafonings,  defended  and  oppofed  with  mighty  ar- 
dour and  earneftnefs  on  both  fides,  were  heard  by 
the  Fathers  with  inclinations  divided.  Prevalent 
however^  proved  the  party  who  preferred  the  me- 
thod of  lots,  Unce  even  iuch  Senators  as  had  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved  a  neutrality,  contended  for  retaining  the  an- 
cient ufage.  Moreover  every  particular  Grandee, 
fienal  in  figure  and  elevation,  leaned  to  the  fame 
courfe,  from  dread  of  envy  fliould  they  themfelves 
be  chofen  by  the  other. 

There  enfued  another  conteft.  The  Praetors  of 
the  Treafury  (for  then  the  Treafury  was  admini- 
ftered  by  Praetors)  complaining  of  the  Poverty  of 
the  St?te,  demanded  that  a  retrenchment  might  be 
made  in  the  public  expences.  The  conful  elc^ 
propofed  to  have  the  regulation  of  this  referved  for 
the  Emperor ;  fo  mighty  he  thought  the  talk,  fo 
difficult  the  remedies.  Helvidlus  declared  for  hav- 
ing it  tranfaded  by  the  option  and  controulment  of 
the  Senate.  Already  the  Confuls  were  gathering 
the  opinions  of  the  Senators,  when  Vulcatius  Ter- 
tullinus  Tribune  of  the  people,  interpofed  his  au- 
thority, '  againft  making  any  ordinance  about  a 
'  matter  fo  momentous  in  the  abfence  of  the  Prince.* 
rielvidius  had  moved  that  the  Capitol  fhould  be  re- 
built by  the  Roman  State,  with  the  affiftance  of 
Vefpafian  ;  a  motion  which  all  the  moft  modeft  Se- 
nators pafled  then  over  in  filence,  and  afterwards 
forgot.  There  were  fome  too  who  carefully  re- 
membered it. 

Then  fell  Mufonius  Rufus  upon  Publius  Celer, 
with  a  violent  charge,  accufmg  him  '  of  having  by 
*  falfe  teftimony  procured  the  doom  of  Barea  So- 
<  ranus.'  The  Senate  thought  that  by  this  procefs 
would  be  revived  the  hate  and  rancour  attending  the 
profecution  of  the  accufers  :  Yet  fo  guilty  and  vile 
was  the  perfon  accufed,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
idve  him.  For  dear  and  adored  was  the  memory 
of  Soranus ;  and  Celer  was  known  to  have  made 
profeflion  of  Philofophy  and  v/ifdom,  then  to  have 
become  witnefs  againft  Barea,  a  traitor  to  his  friend, 
an  inftrument  to  deftroy  one  whom  he  pretended  to 
iiiftru(a.  For  the  trial  was  appointed  the  next  day 
N  6  that 
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that  the  Senate  met.     Nor  was  it  now  (o  much 
Mufonius  or  Pubhus  that  created  expeaation  and 
impatience,  as  Prifcus  and  Marcdius  and  the  reft  • 
urrued""^  ^^^^  ^^^  "^^"^s  of  men  to  fee  vengeance 

Such  was  the  rituation  of  things;  amongft  the 
Fathers  fadions  and  firife,  the  party  vanquifhed  full 
of  rage,  the  vanquifliers  void  of  all  authority,  the 
City  bereft  of  ]aw«,  bereft  of  the  Emperor's  pre- 
fence,  when  Mucianus  arrived  in  Rome,  and  in  a 
moment  drew  to  himfelf  the  univerfal  fway.  Qiilte 
iunk  was  the  power  of  Antonlus  and  of  ArriusVaTus : 
for  but  ,ll-d.f]emb!ed  was  his  animofity  towards 
them    though  by  his  looks  he  ftudied   to  hide  it 

w'  A^r  a^'.^^TT  ^^  "^^'^^^  ^^g^^^^y  'n  ^living 
nto  difgufts,  had  already  turned  her  back  upon  her 
late  favourites,  and  devoted  herfelf  to  the  new 
minion.  To  him  alone  court  was  paid  ;  only  to 
him  all  fu.t  was  made.  Neither  was  he  wanting 
to  his  own  grandeur:  In  great  ftate  he  removed 
from  feat  to  feat,  and  fhifted  from  one  pleafantgar- 
cen  to  another,  always  encompaiTed  with  an  armed 
holt,     buch   was   his   magnificence   and   equipage, 

Ind  f    ^r"'^  "f^  ^i'^^'^'^y  ^^  ^'''  port  abroad 
and  fuch  the  guards  at  his  gate,  that  he  grafped  all 

heeflenceandterroursof  Sovereignty:  The  name 
he  forbore.     Mighty   and   general    was  the  dread 
which  accompanied  the  bloody  doom  inflidcd  upon 
Calpurmus  Galerianus.     He  was  the  fon  of  Caius 
^^ilo,  and  had  never    ciFered  to  difturb  the  State 
hut  from  his  name  and  race  fo  illuftrious  and  an- 
cient, and  from  hisiownperfon  graceful  and  youn^, 
in  the  pratmgs  of  the  commonalty  he  had  Lined 
a  reputation  very  popular  and  admired.     Moreover 
»s  the  Cty  continued  ftill  agitated  and  unquiet,  and 
xhence  pleafcd  with  all  new  rumours,  the  e'were 
feme  who  in  abfurd  conjeaures  were  inveftin^Im 
.vuh  the  Imperial  Diadem.     By  order  of  Mucianus 
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he  was  committed  to  the  cuflody  of  a  band  of  fol- 
diers  ;  and  left  his  death  (hould  minifter  more  ob- 
fervation,  were  he  executed  in  the  eye  of  the  City, 
he  was  fent  forty  miles  thence,  along  the  great 
Appian  Road,  and,  upon  cutting  his  veins,  perifli- 
ed  by  an  efFufion  of  blood.  Julius  Prifcus,  Captain 
of  the  Praetorian  Guards  under  Vitellius,  flew  him- 
felf,  prefTed  to  it  rather  by  (hame  than  any  neceffity. 
Alphenus  Varus,  however  guilty  of  daftardly  con- 
d\i£\y  and  branded  with  infamy,  continued  to  fur- 
vive.  Afiaticus  too  the  Frecdman  by  fufFcring  the 
death  of  a  flave,  atoned  for  his  late  wicked  fway. 

During  the  fame  conjuncture,  the  report  of  our 
defeat  in  Germay  filled  the  City,  yet  afflided  it  in 
no  degree.  '  Of  our  armies  fiaughtered  ;  of  the 
'  winter  encampments  of  the  Legions,  taken  and 
*  poflefled  by  the  enemy  ;  of  the  revolt  of  all  the 
•^nations  of  Gaul;*  people  difcourfed  as  matter  of 
news  only,  not  as  calamities.  From  what  fource 
and  motives  that  war  proceeded,  with  what  mighty 
combuftion  it  raged  amongft  ftrange  nations  and 
thofe  of  our  allies,  I  (hall  here  deduce  and  explain. 
1  he  Batavians,  whilft  the.  dwelt  be\  ond  the  Rhine, 
were  a  part  of  the  Cattians,  and,  when  driven 
thence  by  a  domeftic  infurrec9:ion,  fat  down  upon 
the  extreme  borders  of  Gaul,  fuch  as  they  found 
deftitute  of  inhabitants,  as  alfo  upon  an  iiland  fituat- 
ed  between  the  mouths  of  the  Rhine,  waflied  be- 
fore by  the  Ocean,  behind  and  on  either  fide  by 
the  River.  Neither,  in  leaguing  with  the  Romans, 
did  they  find  themfelves  opprefled  or  exhaufted  by 
^hofe  their  allies  however  more  potent,  nor  ferved 
they  the  Empire  in  aught  fave  men  and  arms  ;  and 
they  were  long  occupied  in  the  wars  of  Germany, 
Soon  after  their  military  renov/n  became  augmented 
in  Britain,  wf  ither  were  tranfported  fome  of  their 
bands  of  infantry,  condu61:ed,  according  to  old  and 
ceuftant  ufage,  by  men  of  the  firfl  rank  amongft 

them. 
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them.  At  home  too  they  retained  a  body  of  felect 
horfe,  fignal  for  their  exercife  and  dexterity  in  fwim- 
ing,  fo  as  to  crofs  the  Rhine  in  troops  complete, 
armed  and  mounted  in  the  ftream. 

Julius  Paulus  and  Claudius  Civilis,  men  of  royal 
defcent,  greatly  furpafTed  the  reft  in  credit  and  qua- 
lity. Paulus  was  (lain  by  Fonteius  Capito,  who 
falfly  charged  him  with  rebellion.  Upon  Civilis 
irons  were  put,  and  he  fent  to  Nero  ;  by  Galba  he 
was  declared  innocent  and  releafed ;  again  under 
Vitellius  he  incurred  capital  danger,  for  that  the 
army  importunately  craved  his  execution.  Hence 
the  rife  of  his  anger  and  vengeance  ;  and  hence  his 
hopes,  founded  upon  our  misfortunes.  But  Civilis, 
who  had  a  fpirit  more  able  and  politic  than  ufual 
to  Barbarians,  aflumed  to  be  another  Sertorius  or 
Hannibal,  bearing  in  his  vifage  a  mark  of  defor- 
mity like  theirs  ;  and,  left  our  arms  might  be  turned 
againft  him  as  a  public  enemy,  fhould  he  once  ap- 
pear to  have  revolted  from  the  Roman  people,  he 
pretended  an  attachment  to  Vefpafian,  and  toefpoufe 
his  caufe  with  zeal.  It  is  certain,  that  by  letters 
fent  him   from  Antonius  Primus,  he  was  ordered 

*  to  ftop  and  drive  back  the  forces  fummoned  to 

*  fuccour  Vitellius;  and   under  colour  of  the   in- 

*  furre(5tion  iii  Germany,  to  withhold  the  Legions 

*  from  removing.'  The  fame  caution  and  direc- 
tions had  Hordeonius  Flaccus  given  in  perfon  to 
Civilis,  from  a  mind  well  difpoTed  towards  Vefpa- 
fian, and  in  tendernefs  to  the  Commonweal,  upon 
which  prefent  deftru£^ion  was  furely  falling,  were 
the  war  renewed,  and  fo  many  thoufand  armed  men 
poured  into  Italy. 

Civilis  therefore  utterly  bent  to  rebel,  yet  mean- 
ing to  fmother  f6r  the  prefent  his  main  drift,  and 
in  the  mean  while  \o  adjuft  all  his  meafures  by  the 
courfe  of  events,  began  on  this  wife  to  introduce 
the  public  change  intended.  By  the  orders  of  Vi- 
tellius, 
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telllus,  the  flower  of  the  Batavian  youth  were  called 
together  to  be  lifted  foldiers ;  a  thing  in  its  own 
natural  tendency  very  grievous,  yet  aggravated  and 
imbittered  by  the  behaviour  of  the  agents  employed, 
men  abandoned  to  rapine  and  debauchery.  For  the 
mufter  they  Tingled  out  the  ancient  and  infirm,  pur- 
pofely  to  have  a  reward  for  difchargingthem :  Again, 
fuch  as  were  of  unripe  years,  but  in  their  pcrfons 
lovely  (and,  in  truth,  moft  of  their  young  men  are 
goodly  and  tall)  they  haled  away  to  fuffer  pollution 
repugnant  to  nature.  Hence  cnfued  mnch  bitter- 
nefs  and  hate:  The  minifiers  alfo  of  fedition,  men 
purpofely  tutored  and  prepared,  urged  the  people  to 
refufe  being  enrolled.  Civilis,  pretending  only  to 
celebrate  a  banquet,  aflembled  the  chiefs  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  moft  daring  amongft  the  populace,  in 
a  facred  grove ;  where,  when  they  had  rejoiced  and 
caroufed  till  far  in  the  night,  and  he  perceived  them 
now  warm  and  bold,  he  began  an  harangue,  firft 
difplaying  the  praifes  and  renown  of  their  nation ; 
then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  infuits,  the  a£ts 
cf  oppreffion  and  violence,  and  all  the  miferies  at- 
tending upon  a  Itate  of  fervitude.  '  For  that  in 
'  truth  they  were  no  longer  held  as  confederates, 

*  but  treated  like  bond-flaves.     The  coming  of  an 

*  Imperial  Lieutenant,  however  oppreilive  and  bur- 

*  denfome  his  retinue,  however  terrible  and  impe- 
'  rious  his  authority,   was   but  a  light  grievance. 

*  The  Batavians  were  furrendered  to  the  rule  and 

*  luft  of  fmall  officers.  Captains  and   Centurions. 

*  Nay,  thefe  as  foon   as  glutted  with  their  blood 

*  and  fpoils,  were  changed  ;  other  devourers  with 

*  empty  bowels  fearched  out,  and  new  tides  for 
'  plundering  were  devifed,  various  and  many.  Over 

*  their  heads  at  prefent  hung  the  injunction  to  fur- 
'  nifh  fvildiers  ;  whence  children  would  be  rent  from 

*  their  parents,  brothers  from  brothers,  as  it  were 

*  by  a  laft  parting  for  ever.    At  no  time  had  the 

*  Roman 
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<  Roman  State  been  more  (haken  and  dljflrefTed,  nor 
'  in  their  winter  entrenchments  was  aught  elfe  to 

*  be  found  but  ftore  of  fpoil  laid  up,   and  men 

*  feeble  and  old.     They  fhould  only  lift  up  their 
«  eyes,  nor  dread  the  empty  names  and  fhadows  of 

*  Legions.  They  themfelves  were  mafters  of  power^ 

*  ful  forces,  foot  and  horfe  ;    the  Germans  were 
'  their  kinfmen  ;  the  Gauls  had  the  fame  wifhes 

*  and  aim.     Nor  even  to  the  Romans  would  this 

<  war  prove  difpleafmg ;  and  whatever  crofs  events 

<  it  produced,  the  Batavians  would  of  courfe  put 

<  to  account  of  Vefpafian.     Jf  it  fucceeded,  of  vic- 

*  tory  no  account  was  ever  to  be  rendered/ 

As  with  mighty  concurrence  he  v;as  heard,  he 
bound  them  all  in  a  combination,  folemnized  with 
barbarous  ufages,  with  malediftions  and  impreca- 
tions peculiar  to  the  country.  To  the  people  Ca- 
ninefates  emifTaries  were  fent,  to  engage  them  in 
the  fam.e  caufe  and  afibciation.  This  nation  enjoys 
part  of  the  ifland,  in  their  original  and  language 
the  fame  with  the  Batavians,  equal  too  in  bravery, 
in  number  fewer.  Anon,  by  fecret  inter-agents  he 
fuborned  the  Batavian  Cohorts,  once  Auxiliaries  in 
Britain,  then  fent  into  Germany,  as  above  I  have 
recounted,  and  now  abiding  at  Magontiacum. 
Amongft  the  Canincfates,  fignal  for  brutal  bravery 
was  Brinno,  in  his  defcent  fplendid  and  illuftrious. 
His  fatlier,  after  many  hollilities  and  exploits  againft 
the  Romans,  contemned  with  impunity  the  ridicu- 
lous expeditions  undertaken  by  Caligula  to  fupprefs 
him.  So  that  the  very  name  and  merit  of  a  family 
fo  rebellious  recommended  the  fon,  who  being  placed 
upon  a  fhield,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  na- 
tion, and  elevated  in  proceflion  upon  the  Ihoulders 
of  men,  was  chofen  their  Leader.  He  forthwith, 
joined  by  the  Frifians,  a  people  beyond  the  Rhine 
now  called  in  to  fuccour  him,  pafiing  by  fea  forced 
the  winter  encampment  of  two  Cohorts,  an  acqui- 

fition 
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fition  which  lay  neareft  to  be  made.  Neither  did 
our  foldiers  forefee  the  fudden  aflault,  nor  if  they 
had  foreCcQii  it,  were  they  of  force  fufficient  to  have 
repelled  it.  The  Camp  therefore  was  taken  and 
plundered.  The  foe  next  difcharged  their  rage  up- 
on the  vi6luallcrs  and  Roman  traders,  men,  as  fe- 
cure  of  peace,  confidently  rambling  abroad  They 
were  alfo  ready  to  have  llormed  and  facked  the  ftrong 
holds,  which,  fince  they  could  not  be  defended, 
were  by  the  Captains  of  the  Cohorts  burnt  down. 
Into  the  upper  part  of  the  ifland  were  drawn  toge- 
ther the  Enfigns  and  Banners,  and  remnant  of  men, 
under  the  command  of  Aquilius  a  principal  Cen- 
turion, and  furnifhed  the  name  of  an  army  much 
rather  than  the  flrength.  For,  Vitellius  having 
withdrawn  from  the  Cohorts  their  prime  force,  had, 
to  recruit  them,  encumbered  with  a  burden  of  arms 
a  fpiritlefs  crowd  drawn  from  the  next  villages  of 
the  Nervians  and  Germans. 

Civilis,  who  thought  it  behoved  him  to  cover  all 
his  meafures  with  profound  guile,  even  upbraided 
the  Captains,  '  for  having  abandoned  their  Forts. 

*  He  himfelf,  he  faid,  would  foon  fupprefs  the  in- 

*  furredtion  of  the  Caninefates,  with  no  other  power 

*  than  the  Cohort  which  he  commanded.     They, 

*  the  reft  of  the  Officers,  ought  again  to  repair 
<  inftantly  to  their  feveral  quarters.*  That  under 
this  counfel  fraud  lurked,  fince  the  Cohorts,  were 
they  feparated,  would  be  the  eafier  overwhelmed,  and 
that  this  war  was  headed  not  by  Brinno  but  Civilis, 
v/as  apparent,  as  from  the  Germans  difcoveries  were 
by  little  and  little  breaking  out,  fuch  as  that  people, 
ever  delighted  with  war,  could  not  long  fmother. 
When  from  thefe  his  wiles  no  fuccefs  enfued,  he 
had  recourfe  to  open  violence;  and,  of  the  Cani- 
nefates, the  Frizians,  and  the  Batavians,  compofed 
three  diftind  hofts,  each  formed  (harp  in  the  front. 
The  oppofite  army  was  embattled  not  far  from  the 

Rhine, 
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Rhine,  and  againft  the  enemy  too  were  ranged  the 
{hips,  which,  having  fired  their  forts,  they  had  con- 
duced thither.  Nor  had  the  encounter  held  long 
ere  a  band  of  Tungrians  went  over  with  Enfigns 
difplayed  to  Civilis.  The  foldiers,  quite  aftonied 
with  a  revolt  fo  furprizing,  were  flaughtered  at  once 
by  their  enemies  and  their  companions.  In  the 
fhips  the  fame  perfidioufnefs  was  found.  Part  of 
the  rowers  were  natives  of  Batavia :  Thefe  feign- 
ing themfelves  unfkilled  in  that  exercife,  wilfully 
obflru^ted  the  mariners  and  combatants  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  office,  and  fruflrated  all  their  ef- 
forts. Anon  defying  all  orders,  they  rowed  away 
dire<5lly  towards  the  enemy's  fhore.  At  lafl,  what- 
ever Mafters  and  Centurions  jQiewed  not  the  fame 
inclination,  they  butchered.  Thus  the  Fleet  in- 
tire,  confifting  of  four  and  twenty  fliips,  deferted 
to  the  enemy,  or  was  taken  by  him. 

Signal  was  the  credit  which  immediately  accom- 
panied this  victory  ;  fignal  afterwards  the  advantage : 
By  it  the  vicS^ors  gained  what  they  wanted,  fhips 
and  arms,  befides  that  through  Germany  and  Gaul 
they  reaped  high  renown,  and  were  celebrated  with 
applaufe  as  the  authors  of  national  liberty  reflored. 
Both  Germanics  prefently  fent  them  AmbafTadors 
with  offers  of  fuccours.  The  alliance  of  the  Gauls 
Civilis  courted  by  prefents  and  addrefs.  Such  Cap- 
tains of  Cohorts  as  he  had  taken  of  that  nation,  he 
reflored  every  one  to  his  native  refidence.  To  th« 
frank  option  of  the  Cohorts  themfelves  he  left  it, 
to  depart  home,  or  to  remain  with  him,  as  they 
lifled.  Thofe  who  would  flay  he  propofed  to  di- 
flinguifh  honourably  in  the  fervice.  With  fpoils 
taken  from  the  Romans  he  prefented  all  who  went 
away.  He  at  the  fame  time  reafoned  with  them  fe- 
crctly,  and  exhorted  them  to  take  warning  from 
'  the  feries  of  calamities  which  in  fo  long  a  courfe 
*  of  years  they  had  fuffered,  whilfl  to  a  miferable 

*  ftate 
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ftate  of  bondage  they  falfly  gave  the  name  of  peace. 
The  Batavians,  though  exempt  from  tribute  and 
payments,  had  yet  taken  up  arms  againft  the  com- 
mon oppreiTors  of  Nations  :  nay,  in  the  firft  en- 
gagement, the  Romans  were  routed  and  vanquifli- 
ed.  What  muft  be  the  confequence,  were  the 
Gauls  too  to  throw  off  the  yoke  ?  What  ftrength 
afterwards  would  be  found  to  remain  in  Italy  ? 
With  the  blood  of  the  Provinces  the  Provinces 
were  fubdued.  Upon  the  difaftrous  arms  of  Vin- 
dex  they  muft  not  reflect  :  It  was  in  truth  by  the 
Batavian  Cavalry  that  his  followers  the  Eduans 
and  Avernians  were  difcomfited.  The  Auxilia- 
ries too,  led  by  Verginius  againft  him,  were  part- 
ly compofed  of  Belgic  Gauls ;  and,  in  ftricl  rea- 
foning,  only  under  its  own  native  forces  had 
Gaul  funk  and  fallen.  At  prefent  they  had  all  but 
one  common  purfuit,  with  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  having  in  the  Camps  of  the  Romans  ac- 
quired whatever  found  difcipline  was  pradifed 
there.  With  him  already  concurred  the  Veteran 
Cohorts,  they  before  whom  the  Legions  of  Otho 
fell.  Bonds  might  ftill  be  the  portion  of  Syria 
and  Afia,  and  of  the  Eaft,  Countries  inured  to 
the  tyranny  of  Kings.  In  Gaul  there  were  yet 
alive  many  men  born  ere  Tributes  were  known. 
What  Germany  had  lately  effedled,  was  mani- 
feft  ;  even  the  extirpation  of  bondage  by  the 
flaughter  of  Quintilius  Varus.  Neither  was  it 
fuch  an  Emperor  as  Vitellius,  but  Auguftus  Cae- 
far  himfelf,  that  this  brave  people  thus  defied  to 
war.  Liberty  was  a  blefling  beftowed  by  the 
bounty  of  nature,  even  upon  dumb  beafts  :  for- 
titude and  prowefs  was  a  felicity  peculiar  to  man, 
to  the  moft  intrepid  and  brave  the  Gods  were  al- 
ways fure  to  be  aiding.  Hence  they  ought,  they 
who  were  unimployed,  to  afTail  an  enemy  on 
every  fide  engaged  j  they  who  were  in  prime  vi- 

'  gour. 
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*  gour,  to  fall  upon  men  fatigued  and  exhaufted. 

*  Whilft  fome  of  them  efpoufed  Vefpanan,  feme 
'  Vitellius,  by  fuch  divifion  fcope  was  left  to  ail- 

*  noy  both.' 

Thus  intent  was  CIvilis  upon  drawing  over  the 
Provinces  of  Germany  and  Gaul,  meditating  if  his 
fcheme  fhould  fucceed,  to  eftablifh  a  Kingdom  of 
Nations  fo  extremely  powerful  and  fo  extremely 
rich.  Now  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  by  a  courfe  of 
diiiimulation,  fomented  the  firil:  eirVrts  of  Civilis. 
But  when  mefTengers  arrived  full  of  affright,  with 
tidings,  '  That  the  Roman  entrenchments  were 
'  ftormed,  the  Cohorts  overwhelmed,  and  from  the 

*  Ifle  of  Batavia  the  Roman  name  extirpated/  he 
ordered  Lupercus  Mummius,  Colonel  of  a  Legion 
(who,  as  the  oldeft  Colonel,  had  the  Command  in 
the  winter-quarters  of  two  Legions)  to  march  out 
againft  the  enemy.  Lupercus  forming  an  hoft  of 
the  Legionary  foldiers  encamped  with  him,  of  the 
Ubians  drawn  from  the  neighbourhood,  and  of  the 
Treverian  horfe  not  far  diftant,  led  them  along  with 
rapidity,  reinforced  by  a  Squadron  of  Batavian  Ca- 
valry, men  long  fmce  debauched  in  their  allegi^ 
ance,  but  feigning  great  fidelity,  purpofely  to  be- 
tray the  Romans  in  the  very  heat  of  the  battle,  and 
then  to  fly  away  with  the  higher  profpe(5t  of  reward. 
Around  him  Civilis  ranged  the  Enfigns  and  Banners 
of  the  vanquiflied  and  captive  Cohorts,  to  fpirit  his 
own  foldiers  with  thefe  monuments  of  their  recent 
glory  difplayed  to  fight,  and  to  daunt  and  terrify 
his  foes  by  thus  recalling  the  remembrance  of  their 
fad  defeat.  In  the  rear  of  his  army  he  directed  his 
mother  and  his  fifters  to  abide,  as  alfo  the  wives  of 
his  men,  and  even  their  little  infants  ;  as  fo  many 
incitements  to  vicflory,  at  leaft  to  fill  tliem  with 
fhame  fhould  they  yield.  Now  when  with  the  hi- 
deous chanting  of  the  men,  and  the  bowlings  of 
the  women,  the  whole  hoft  refounded,  by  no  means 

equal 
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equal  were  the  fhouts  returned  hy  the  Legions  and 
auxiliary  Cohorts.  Nay,  naked  and  unguarded  was 
our  left  wing  rendered  by  the  Batavian  Squadron, 
who  immediately  deferted  to  the  enemy,  then  in- 
ftantly,  like  enemies,  turned  upon  us.  Yet  the  Le- 
gionary foldiers,  though  on  every  fide  they  faw  con- 
iternation  and  diforder,  ftill  preferved  their  ranks 
and  their  arms.  The  auxiliary  Ubians  and  Tre-, 
verians  betook  themfelves  to  fcandalous  flight,  fhift- 
ing  and  difperfrng  all  over  the  fields  :  Againft  them 
the  Germans  bent  their  fury  and  purfuit ;  and  thus 
to  the  Legions  an  opportunity  was  miniftered  of 
efcaping  fafely  into  that  called  the  ancient  Camp. 
Claudius  Labeo,  Commander  of  the  Batavian  Squa- 
dron, as  a  man  engaged  againft  Civils  in  domeftic 
competition,  was  by  him  removed  to  the  Country 
of  Frifia;  left,  had  he  llain  him,  he  fhould  have 
drawn  upon  himfelf  national  antipathy  and  hate, 
or,  were  he  fuffered  at  home,  he  might  kindle  in- 
teftine  divifion  and  quarrels. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  agent  by  Civllis  fent  to 
the  Cohorts  of  the  Batavians  and  Caninefates,  ar- 
rived amongft  them,  as,  in  obedience  to  the  orders' 
of  Vitellius,  they  were  upon  their  march  to  Rome. 
In  a  mom.ent  they  took  fire,  and  fvvslling  with  pride 
and  contumacy,  demanded,  '  as  gratifications  for 
'  their  march,  a  Donative,  double  pay,  and  an  aug- 
*  mentation  of  their  Cavalry  ;'  all  in  truth  pro- 
mifed  them  by  Vitellius,  yet  now  claimed  with  no 
view  of  fucceeding,  but  only  to  feek  caufe  of  in- 
furre6lion.  Flaccus  too  by  ma-king  them  many  con- 
ceflions,  effected  no  more  than  to  fet  them  upon 
requiring  with  greater  imperioufnefs  fuch  terms  as 
they  knew  he  would  refufe.  So  that  fcorning  Flac-* 
cus,  they  took  their  rout  towards  lower  Germany, 
there  to  join  Givilis.  Hordeonius,  in  a.  Council  of 
Tribunes  arid'Ceiyturions,  deliberated,  whether  he 
(hould  by-ftrong  hand  reprefs  thefe  men  who  thus 

renounced 
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renounced  their  obedience :  Anon  he  concluded  to 
retain  his  foldiers  within  the  trenches  ;  a  purpofe 
proceeding  from  impotence  of  fpirit  natural  to  him, 
and  from  the  difmay  of  the  Officers  who  were  fore- 
]y  perplexed  with  diftruft  and  concern,  for  that  the 
inclinations  of  the  auxiliary  troops  wavered,  and 
by  precipitate  levies  the  Legions  had  been  recruited. 
Prefently  after  finding  himfelf  feized  with  regret,, 
and  cenfured  even  by  thofe  whofe  advice  he  had* 
followed  ;  as  if  he  were  now  jufl  ready  for  the  pur- 
fuit,  he  wrote  to  Herennius  Gallus,  who  command- 
ed the  firfl  Legion,  and  then  governed  Bonn,  '  to 

•  oppofe  the  pafTage  of  the  Batavians,  and  that  he 
'  himfelf  with  his  whole  army  would  be  fure  to 
•:  follow  clofe  upon  their  rear.*  Without  doubt, 
they  might  have  been  totally  overwhelmed,  had 
Hordeonius  from  that  quarter,  Gallus  from  this, 
poured  in  their  forces  at  the  fame  time,  and  ailailed 
them  on  each  hand  thus  befet.  Flaccus  quite  dropped 
the  attempt,  and,  in  other  letters  to  Gallus,  direct- 
ed him,  not  to  obfl:ru(Sl:  them  from  pafling  on. 
Hence  the  fufpicion,  that  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  chief  commanders  the  war  was  kindled,  and 
hence  all  the  many  evils  produced  by  it  or  appre- 
hended from  it,  v/ere  conflrued  to  arife  from  no 
want  of  bravery  in  the  foldiers,  from  no  fuperior 
power  in  the  enemy,  but  purely  from  the  guile  and- 
bafenefs  of  the  Leaders. 

The  Batavians,  as  foon  as  they  approached  Bonn, 
fent  forward  certain  perfons  to  lay  before  Gallus 
the  inftru6lions  with  which  they  were  charged  by 
the  Cohorts ;  '  That  againft  the  Romans,  for  whom 

*  they  had  fo  often  made  war,  they  meditated  none. 

*  As  they  were  weary  and  wafted  with  a  courfe  of 

*  warfare  fo  tedious  and  fo  unprofitable,  they  only 

♦  longed  for  their  native  homes  and  recefs  from  la- 
<  hour.     If  no  one  withftood  them  their  march 

♦  ihould  be  inofFenfive ;  but  if  they  had  arms  to 

*  en- 
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«  encounter,  they  would  find  a  pafiage  by  the  help 
'  of  their  fwords.'  The  Roman  Commander  of 
himfelf  in  fufpenfe,  was  puftied  by  the  foldiers  to 
hazard  a  combat.  Three  thoufand  Legionary  fol-' 
diers  there  were,  with  fome  Cohorts  haftily  levied 
in  Belgia,  as  alfo  a  band  of  boors  and  of  retainers 
to  the  camp,  a  heartlefs  and  daftardly  band,  but 
full  of  pertnefs  and  defiance  ere  danger  came.  At 
all  the  gates  the  whole  hoft  fallied,  with  a  purpofe 
to  furround  the  Batavians,  in  number  unequal. 
They,  like  men  old  and  experienced  in  the  arts  of 
war,  drew  up  in  triangular  bodies,  clofe  on  every 
fide,  with  their  front,  rear,  and  flanks  all  impe- 
netrable and  fecure.  In  this  form  they  pierced  quite 
through  our  ranks  thin  and  weak.  The  Belgians 
recoiling,  the  foldiers  of  the  Legion  were  repulfed, 
and  in  great  difmay  fled  to  their  gates  and  ramparts. 
Here  the  greateft  flaughter  was  made.  With  car- 
cafTes  in  heaps  the  trenches  were  choked  and  filled. 
Nor  was  it  wounds  only  and  the  hoftile  fword  which 
proved  deftru£live  j  many  perifhed  in  the  difafters 
attending  the  tumult,  many  by  their  own  weapons. 
The  vanquiftiers  avoiding  Cologn,  purfued  their 
march,  and  during  all  the  reft  of  it,  attempted  no 
iO:  of  hoftility.  To  vindicate  themfelves  from  blame 
for  the  fight  at  Bonn,  they  alledged,  that  they  had 
firft  fought  peace,  and  had  recourfe  to  felf-defence 
whence  peace  was  refufed. 

By  the  acceflion  of  the  Veteran  Cohorts,  Civilis 
was  become  General  of  a  regular  and  intire  army  ; 
yet  wavering  in  his  purpofes,  and  eftimating  the 
formidable  might  of  the  Romans,  he  obliged  all 
that  were  with  him  to  fwear  allegiance  to  Vefpa- 
iian.  To  the  two  Legions  alfo,  which  upon  their 
defeat  in  the  former  engagement,  had  retreated  to 
that  called  the  old  Camp,  he  fent  AmbgiTadors,  to 
induce  them  to  take  the  fame  oath.  The  anfwer 
returned  was,  <  That  they  profelTed,  not  to  follow 

«  the 
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<  the  counfels  of  a  known  Traitor,  nor  thofe  of 

*  public  enemies.     As  their  Emperor  they  acknow- 

*  ledged  none  but  VitelJius,  for  him  they  would 

*  perfevere  in  fidelity  and  arms  to  the  final  moment 

<  of  their  lives.     Hence,  a  fugitive  Batavian  muft 

*  not  aflume  the  controulment  of  the  Roman  State, 

<  but  prepare  to  meet  the  deadly  doom  due  to  his 

*  enormous  crimes.'  When  to  Civilis  this  reply 
was  recited,  in  a  violent  tranfport  of  fury  and  ven- 
geance he  excited  the  intire  Batavian  Nation  to  take 
arms.  With  them  the  Bruderians  and  Tenfte- 
rians  immediately  joined  :  Germany  was  roufed  by 
agents  purpofely  fent,  and  all  were  intent  upon  the 
perquifites  of  plunder  and  renov/n. 

To  refift  the  Efforts  of  a  war  fo  threatning,  and 
fo  many  hoftile  combinations,  the  Commanders  of 
the  Legions,  Mummius  Lupercus  and  Numifius 
Rufus  fortified  their  bulwarks  and  entrenchments. 
The  buildings  which,  during  a  long  peace,  liad  been 
raifed  near  the  camp,  in  fuch  number  and  extent 
that  they  refembled  a  large  town,  were  all  demo- 
liftied  j  left  they  might  prove  of  fervice  to  the  ene- 
my. But,  little  availed  this  their  precaution,  un- 
lefs  they  had  firft  conveyed  into  the  Camp  the  pro- 
vifions  there  contained :  Thefe  they  permitted  the 
men  to  fnatch  away.  Thus  in  a  few  days  was  difli- 
pated,  wantonly,  a  quantity  of  ftores  which  for 
fupplying  their  neceflities  would  have  fuiHiced  a  long 
while.  Civilis  leading  forth  his  hoft,  commanded 
the  Centre  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  the  felecl  for- 
ces of  Batavia  ;  and,  to  render  his  power  the  more 
dreadful  to  behold,  with  huge  bands  of  Germans 
he  covered  both  banks  of  the  Rhine,  whilft  all  over 
the  fields  the  horfemen  were  terribly  bounding  :  At 
the  fame  time  too  the  fhips  were  drawn  up  the  ri- 
ver. Here  the  ftandards  of  the  Veteran  Cohorts 
%vere  prefented  to  view;  there  the  frightful  images 
of  wild  beafts,  brought  out  of  their  forefts  and 

facred 
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facred  groves,  fuitably  to  the  different  ufage  of  di- 
{tin£t  nations  in  proceeding  to  battle.     Hence  upon 
our  forces,  now  befieged,  dreadful  confternation  fell, 
from  the  fight  of  an  hoftile  army  fo  diverfified  as 
to   reprefent  at  once  the  terrors  of  an  intefHne  and 
of  a  foreign  war.     Befidcs,  the  hopes  of  the  aflail- 
ants  were  raifed  and  enlivened  by  the  large  circum- 
ference of  the  entrenchments,  drawn  at  firft  of  ex- 
tent fufHcient  to  lodge  two  Legions,  and  now  guard- 
ed by  fcarce  five  thoufand  men.     With  thefe  in 
truth  there  v/ere  a  multitude  of   retainers  to  the 
camp,  fuch  as  upon  the  infraction  of  the   public 
peace,  had  flocked  thither,  and  were  employed  in 
the  fervices  of  war.     One  part  of  the  camp  ftood 
upon  the  fide  of  a  hill  riling  with  a  gentle  afcent, 
another  upon  the  plain.     For,  by  this  winter  en- 
campment, Auguftus  judged  that  both  Germanics 
would  be  kept  beleaguered  and  utterly  feftrained, 
nor  once  forefaw  a  time  fo  difaftrous  to  the  Ro- 
jnans,  when  they  would  even  bid  defiance  and  come 
to  inveft  our  Legions.     Hence  neither  upon  the 
fituation,  nor  upon  the  ramparts  was  any  uncom- 
mon labour  beftowed  :  Courage  and  arms  feemed 
abundant  bulwarks.     The  Batavians  and  they  from 
beyond  the  Rhine,  that  the  valour  of  each  nation 
might  glare  more  fignally  when  apart,  chofediflincffc 
pofts,  and  began  the  aflault  by  lancing  their  darts 
at  a  diftance.     Prefently  after,  as  moft  of  thefe  their 
weapons  miflive  fell  without  any  execution,    and 
bung  impotently  in   the  turrets  and   pinnacles  of 
the  walls ;  nay,  as  they  themfelves  were  annoyed 
and  wounded  by  vollies  of  flones  poured  from  above  ; 
with  violent  impetuofity  and  fhouting  they  rufhed 
lo  florm  the  ramparts,  the  moft  part  mounting  up- 
on fcaling  ladders,  others  upon  the  military  fhell 
formed  by  their  companions.     Already  in  truth  fome 
had  reached  the  battlements,  from  whence  they  were 
hurled  headlong  by  blov/s  of  fabres  and  (hocks  of 
Vol.  III.  O  bucklers, 
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bucklers,  and  then  flaughtered  with  flakes  and  dartsi 
thrown  after  them,  as  men  naturally  vehement  and 
precipitate  in  the  firft  onfet,  naturally  overmuch 
elated  with  fuccefs ;  and  at  this  time  fo  inflamed 
with  third  of  prey,  that  they  fubmitted  even  to 
bear  calamities  and  fore  diftrefs.  Nay,  they  even 
attempted  an  expedient  utterly  new  to  them,  the 
trial  of  battering  engines  ;  and,  as  in  thefe  they 
were  deftitute  of  all  fkill,  they  had  deferters  and 
captives  who  inftru£ted  them  to  rear  a  frame  of 
timber  in  fafhion  of  a  bridge,  and,  by  the  afliftancc 
of  wheels  underneath,  to  roll  it  forward  againft  the 
fortifications  :  fo  as  fome  being  ported  upon  the 
arch,  might  from  thence  fight  as  from  a  mound, 
whilft  others  enclofed  within  it  were  employed  un- 
feen  in  demolifhing  the  walls.  But  mighty  ftones 
caft  from  the  miffive  machines  quite  overthrew  and 
levelled  with  the  ground  the  unweildy  and  ill-com- 
pa6led  fabric.  Then,  while  they  were  preparing 
ihelters  of  hurdles  and  moving  penthoufes,  upon 
them  were  difcharged  from  the  engines  fliowers  of 
flaming  javelins.  Thus  even  they  who  made  the 
attack,  were  themfelves  afiaulted  by  terrible  wea- 
pons of  fire.  At  length  defpairing  of  fuccefs  from 
the  method  of  force  and  ftorming,  they  changed 
their  meafures,  and  had  recourfe  to  time  and  leifure: 
For  they  were  aware  that  within  the  camp  there  were 
provifions  but  for  a  few  days,  and  a  multitude  large 
and  unwarlike  to  maintain.  They  alfo  hoped  that 
from  penury  fome  treafon  wou'd  accrue,  that  loofe 
and  fickle  would  prove  the  fidelity  of  fo  many  flaves, 
and  that  by  the  fortuitous  events  of  war  advantages 
would  arife. 

Flaccus,  the  while,  having  learnt  the  fiege  of  the 
camp,  and  fent  agents  into  the  territories  of  Gaul 
to  procur<j.iit:d  accelerate  fuctours,  to  Dillius  Vo- 
cula.  Commander  of  the  eighteenth  Legion,  de- 
livered a  chofcn  detatchment  from   the  Legions, 

with 
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with  orders  that  by  as  large  marches  as  poflible  he 
(hould  fpeed  away  along   the  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
He  himfelf,  as  he  was  impotent  and  infirm,  linger- 
ed behind,  in  his  fpirit  quite  benummed,  by  his  Ibl- 
diers  abhorred.     They  indeed  raged  againft  him, 
in  a  flile  no  wife  difguifed  or  obfcure,  '  That  he 
had  even  confented  to  the   departure  of  the  Ba- 
tavian  Cohorts  for  Magontiacum  ;  he  had  falfly 
feigned  ignorance  of  the  machinations  of  Civil  s; 
he  had  fufFered  the  Germans  to  aflbciate  in  the 
revolt.     Nor  had  the  co-operation  and  acfive  aid 
of  Antonius  Primus,  nor  that  of  Mucianus,  moie 
notably  ripened  and  enlarged  the  intereft  of  Vef- 
pafian.     ProfefTed  hate  and  hoftility  avowed  were 
obvious  to  be  known,  and  openly  to  be  reprefTed  : 
fraud  and  the  efforts  of  guile  lurked  under  dark- 
nefs,  and  thence  could  not  be  efcaped.     Civil  is 
was  an  enemy  declared ;  he  advanced  to  the  en- 
counter, he  embattled  his  men  :  Hordeonius,  out 
of  his  chamber,  and  from  his  couch,  ifiued  what- 
ever orders  he  knew  falutary  to  the  foe.     Yes  j 
fo  many  bands  of  men  completely  armed  and  of 
hearts  undaunted,  were  controuled  by  one  man 
enfeebled   through  age  and  ficknefs.     More  ad- 
vifeable  it  were  by  (hedding  the  blood  of  the  trai- 
tor, to  refcue  their  injured  fortune  and  bravery 
from  an  inaufpicious  Gtsneral  doomed  to  evil  fate.* 
While  yet   warm  with  fuch  difcourfes  conflantly 
paffing  amongft  themfelves,  they  were  fet  on  a  flame 
by  the  letters  brought  from  Vefpafian.     Thefe,  be- 
caufe  they  could  not  be  fupprefled,  Flaccus  publicly 
recited  to  the  foldiers  purpofely  aflembled,  and  fent. 
fuch  as  had  brought  them,  in  bonds  to  Vitellius. 

The  fpirits  of  the  men  being  thus  mollified,  they 
arrived  at  Bonn,  the  winter  encampment  of  the  firft 
Legion.  The  foldiers  there  were  yet  more  angry 
and  incenfed,  fince  upon  Flaccus  they  charged  all 
the  blame  (fi  their  defeat ;  '  for  that  by  orders  from 
.       -  O  z  *  him^ 
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*  him,  they  had  marched  out  to  encounter  the  Ba- 
«  tavians,  trufting  to  his  engagement,  that  the  Le- 

*  gions  from  Magontiacum  fhould  at  the  fame  time 

*  prefs  them  in  the  rear :  Thus  by  his  treachery 
^  their  lives  had  been  betrayed  and  facrificed  to  the 

*  fwords  of  their  enemies,  as  to  fave  them  no  fuc- 

*  cours  were  fent.     To  all  the  other  armies  thefe 

*  tranfadions  were  utterly  unknown,  nor  were  they 

*  even  tranfmitted  to  their  common  Emperor,  when 

*  it  would  have  been  eafy  by  the  array  and  concur- 

*  rence  of  fo  many  Provinces,  to  have  fupprefled 

*  a  traiterous  defedion  juft  begun.*  Hordeonius, 
for  his  defence,  in  the  hearing  of  the  whole  army, 
recited  the  copies  of  all  the  letters  which  he  had 
fent  into  the  Provinces  of  Gaul,  into  both  Spains, 
and  into  Britain,  to  prefs  and  follicit  them  for  fuc- 
cours  ;  and  introduced  a  very  mifchievous  prece- 
dent, by  appointing  that  what  public  letters  came, 
Ihould  be  delivered  firft  to  the  Eagle-bearers  of  the 
Xegions,  to  be  by  them  read  to  the  foldiers  before 
they  were  prefented  to  the  General.  He  then  or- 
dered one  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  fedition  to  be 
committed  to  bonds,  rather  indeed  to  aflert  his  own 
authority,  than  that  there  were  no  criminals  but 
one.  And  the  army  moving  from  Bonn,  proceed- 
ed to  Cologn,  whither  flocked  many  fuccours  from 
amongft  the  Gauls  ;  a  People  who  at  firft  vi- 
goroully  fupported  thecaufeof  the  Romans :  Anon 
many  of  their  Cities,  encouraged  by  the  revolt  in 
Germany  daily  gathering  ftrength,  took  up  arms 
againft  us,  in  hopes  of  recovering  their  liberty,  as 
alfo  thirfting  to  bear  rule  over  others,  were  they 
once  redeemed  from  fervitude  themfelves.  Now 
f!ill  higher  waxed  the  wrath  of  the  Legions,  nor 
tipon  them  had  the  example  of  one  man  committed 
to  chains,  brought  any  awe  or  terror :  Nay,  that 
One  brought  a  charge  too   againft  the  General, 

*  ©f  being  an  accomplice  with  the  reb'cls,  and  of 

*  op- 
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*  oppreiling  him  with  a^forged  crime,  to  prevent 

*  his  witneffing  the  truth,  as  between  Civil  is  and 

*  Flaccus  he  had  been  an  inter-agent.'  Inftantly 
Vocula  mounted  the  Tribunal  with  amazing  cou- 
rage, ordered  this  foldier  to  be  feized,  and,  for  all 
his  exclaiming,  doomed  him  to  be  led  to  prcfent 
execution.  Thus,  whilfl  the  guilty  and  ill-difpoled 
were  ftruck  with  dread,  all  the  innocent  and  well- 
meaning  paid  ready  obedience  to  his  order.  7  hen, 
as  with  one  accord,  they  craved  Vocula  for  their 
General,  upon  him  Fiaccus  devolved  the  -whole 
command. 

Their  fpirits,  already  turbulent,  many  circun>- 
fiances  concurred  to  render  quite  outrageous  :  They 
wanted  their  pay;  they  wanted  grain.  The  Gauls, 
too,  haughtily  refufed  to  pay  tribute,  and  denied  to 
furnifh  le.  ies  The  Rhine,  through  droii;3:ht  ne- 
ver before  knov/n  in  that  climate,  was  fcarce  deep 
enough  for  the  bearing  of  vefiels:  Victuals  were 
fcarce  :  All  along  the  banks  guards  Were  pofted  to 
repulfe  the  Germans  from  paffing  :  Hence  lefs  grain 
was  fupplied,  and  more  mouths  to  confume  it. 
With  the  vulgar  it  pafled  for  a  prodigy,  that  the 
waters  had  funk  fo  low ;  as  if  the  rivers  alfo,  and 
the  ancient  bulwarks  and  boundaries  of  the  Em- 
pire, had  forfaken  us  :  An  event  which  during  peace 
would  have  been  only  called  an  accident^  or,  at  moft, 
the  cQurfe  of  nature,  was  at  this  jun<?ture  ftiled  the 
decree  of  fate,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Deity.  Up- 
on their  entrance  into  Novefium,  the  thirteenth 
Legion  joined  them.  Herennius  Gallus,  Comman- 
der of  a  Legion,  was  taken  into  fhare  of  the  di- 
redlion  with  Vocula ;  and,  as  they  durffc  not  ad- 
vance againft  the  foe,  they  encamped  at  a  place 
called  Gelduba.  Here  they  hardened  and  exercifed 
the  men,  by  arraying  them  frequently  in  order  of 
battle,  by  digging  trenches,  raifmg  ramparts  and 
other  devices  and  eflays  in  war.  Moreover,  to 
O  3  kindle 
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kindle  them  into  valour  and  enterprize  by  the  fweets 
and  incitement  of  plunder,  moft  of  the  army  was 
by  Vocula  condu(fted  againft  the  adjacent  territories 
cf  the  Gugcrnians,  a  people  who  had  confederated 
with  Civilis.  Part  of  the  forces  remained  in  th$ 
camp  with  Galliis. 

It  happened  that,  in  the  river  not  far  from  the 
cnmp,  a  vefiel  laden  with  grain  flruck  in  the  (hal- 
lows j  and,  as  the  Germans  were  pulling  it  to  their 
ihore,  Gallus,  who  tould  not  brook  the  indignity, 
difpatched  a  band  of  five  hundred  men  to  fave  and 
recover  it.  The  Germans  at  the  fame  time  had 
their  number  augmented  ;  and  fuccours  on  both 
fides  by  degrees  flocking  in,  a  general  conflict  en- 
fu^d.  The  Germans  carried  off  the  veflel,  with 
huge  havoc  of  our  forces.  The  vanquiflied,  act 
cording  to  the  cuftom  and  mode  for  fome  time  efta- 
blifhed,  cenfured  not  their  own  fpiritlefs  behaviour, 
but  Gallus  as  a  traitor.  Out  of  his  tent  they  dragg- 
ed h'lir,^  rent  off  his  apparel,  covered  his  perfon 
with  ftripes,  and  imperioufly  commanded  him  to 
declare,  '  for  how  much  reward  he  had  betrayed 
*  the  army,  and  who  were  his  accomplices.'  Up- 
on Plordeonius  their  fpight  and  the  common  abhor- 
rence recoiled  :  Him  they  ftile  the  devifer  of  the  vil- 
tainy^  the  other  his  agent.  At  length,  terrified  with 
their  inceffant  menaces  of  prefent  death,  even  he 
alfo  charged  Hordeonius  with  treafon.  Thus  he 
was  bound  in  chains  ;  then,  upon  the  arrival  of  Vo- 
cula, releafed.  The  latter  on  the  day  following 
doomed  the  authors  of  the  mutiny  to  capital  punifh- 
ment.  Such  was  the  ftrange  contrariety  of  temper 
in  that  army  \  fo  prone  to  outrages,  fo  tame  under 
chaflifement  !  Without  queftion,  the  common  fol- 
diers  adhered  fmcerely  to  Vitellius  :  All  the  men  of 
diitind^ion  were  devoted  to  Vcfpafian.  Hence  the 
frequent  viciilitudes  of  enormities  and  punifhments, 
and  inftances  of  obfcquioufnefs  joined  to  acSls  of 

fury. 
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•fury.  So  that  fuch  as  would  fufFcr  no  nile  or 
reilraint,  could  fubmit  to  bear  feverity  and  cor- 
re(511on. 

Now  Civllls,  through  the  univerf:d  concurrence 
of  Germany,  and  by  the  arrival  of  infinite  fuccours 
from  thence,  was  raifed  to  mighty  power.  For  that 
people,  to  bind  their  alliance  with  him,  had  de- 
livered as  hoftages  the  principal  Lords  amongft  them. 
To  thefe  his  confederates  he  ifTued  orders,  that  they 
fhould  feveraliy,  according  to  their  proximity  and 
fituation,  lay  wafte  the  territories  of  the  Ubians 
and  Treverians ;  and  that  another  band  fliould  pafs 
the  river  Meufe,  to  harafs  the  country,  and  fhake 
the  faith  of  the  Menapians,  the  Morinians,  and  the 
frontier  regions  of  Gaul.  In  both  quarters  fpoil 
and  ravages  were  committed  ;  but  amongft  the 
Ubians  more  implacably  than  elfewhere,  for  that 
they,  who  were  by  extraction  Germans,  having  caft 
off  and  difowned  their  native  country,  alTumed  a 
Roman  name,  that  of  Jgrippinlans.  In  the  Town 
of  Marcodurum  their  Cohorts  were  cut  in  pieces, 
wliiU-t  they  lay  heedleily  and  unguarded,  in  their 
own  opinion  fecure  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the 
Rhine.  Neither  did  the  Ubians  acquiefce  in  the 
lofs,  but  reftlefly  infefled  Germany,  and  carried  ofF 
plunder,  at  firft  with  impunity  ;  but  afterwards  they 
were  intercepted  and  flaughtered.  In  truth,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  that  war,  they  behaved  with 
more  fidelity  to  us  than  fuccefs  to  themfelves.  When 
the  Ubians  were  crufhed,  Civilis,  become  thence 
more  k^tn  and  implacable,  and  upon  the  fortunate 
ilTue  of  his  efforts  more  elated  and  haughty,  prefTed 
forward  with  vigour  the  fiege  of  the  Legions.  To 
prevent  any  fecret  mtflenger  from  entring  with  tid- 
ings of  approaching  fuccour,  he  carefully  pofted 
guards.  Upon  the  Batavians  he  transferred  the  di- 
redion  of  the  machines,  and  the  taflc  of  carrving 
©n  the  wofki.  To  thofe  from  beyond  the  Rhine, 
O  4.  ursine: 
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urging  to  be  Jed  to  the  onfet,  he  gave  orders  to  le- 
vel the  entrenchments,  nay,  to  renew  the  attack 
after  they  had  been  repulfed  :  For  his  hoft  wzs  over- 
jiumerous,  and  the  lofs  of  men  eafy  to  be  borne. 

Nor  did  the  fall  of  night  put  a  period  to  this 
their  toil  and  purfuit.  Bringing  together  great  quan- 
tities of  wood,  they  fet  it  on  fire  quite  round  the 
Leaguer,  and  betook  themfelves  to  banquetting  and 
good  fellowfhip  :  Then,  as  faft  as  they  were  feve- 
raliy  inflamed  with  wine,  they  flew  to  the  attack 
with  precipitation  altogether  fruitlefs  and  fool-hardy. 
For  their  own  darts,  thrown  at  random  in  the  dark^ 
fd\  without  execution ;  whilft  to  the  aim  of  the 
Romans  the  hoft  of  Barbarians  were  prefented  con  - 
fpicuous  by  their  own  lights ;  and  every  particular, 
fignal  for  boldnefs,  or  the  fplendor  of  his  armour, 
proved  a  fure  mark.  Of  this  Civilis  was  apprized : 
He  therefore  ordered  '  the  fires  to  be  extinguifhed, 

*  and  the  whole  to  be  committed  to  the  blind  con- 

*  fufion  of  arms   and  darknefs.'     Hence  inftantly 
began  an  uproar  various  and  confufed,   cafualties 
and  encounters  unaccountable.     Where-ever  noife 
or  tumult  happened  to  be  heard,  thither  they  faced 
about,  thither  bent  their  blows  :  Of  no  availment 
proved  bravery  or  manhood  :  By  the  mere  anarchy 
of  chance  all  things  were  wildly  jumbled,  all  things 
difconcerted  j  and  by  the  weapons  of  cowards  the 
bravefl  men  often  h\l.     The  Germans  were  ac- 
tuated by  fury  void  of  forecaft :  The  Roman  fol- 
diers,  like  men  inured  to  perilous  adventures,  lanced 
poles  pointed  with  iron,  and  ftones  huge  and  mafly, 
nor  lanced  at  random.     As  often  as  the  noife  of  the 
efforts  againft  the  pallifade,  or  fcah'ng  ladders  there 
planted,  had  drawn  them  upon  the  enemy,  down 
they  hurled  them  with  the  navels  of  their  bucklers, 
and  after  them  darted  javelins :  As  many  too  had 
mounted  the  battlements,  thefe  they  flaughtcred  with 
their  fwords. 

When 
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When  the  night  had  been  in  this  manner  fpcnt, 
the  fucceeding  day  prefented  a  new  method  of  at- 
tack. The  Batavians  had  drawn  out  a  Tower 
ready  made,  confiding  of  two  floors,  and  were  mov- 
ing it  towards  the  Praetorian  gate,  as  thither  the 
ground  was  moft  level.  Againft  this  ftru6ture  ftrong 
booms  were  pointed  and  rammed,  and  mighty  raf- 
ters heaved  ;  whence  it  was  crufhed  to  pieces,  with 
mighty  havoc  of  fuch  as  were  polled  upon  its  flories. 
Upon  the  foe  thus  baffled  and  difmayed  an  onfet 
was  made  by  a  fudden  and  fuccefsful  fally.  The 
Legionary  foldiers,  the  while,  men  pradifed  and 
dexterous  in  mechanical  device?  for  war,  framed 
feveral  machines :  Signal  beyond  that  of  all  the  refl-, 
was  the  terror  caufed  by  one  which  was  hoifted  up 
and  waved  over-head  :  This,fuddenly  ftooping  down, 
pulled  the  enemy  aloft,  fometimes  one,  fometimes 
feveral,  juft  in  the  face  of  their  fellows,  and  then, 
upon  turning  the  weight,  flung  them  into  our  camp. 
Civilis,  having  now  dropped  all  hopes  of  fucceed- 
ing by  ftorm,  had  again  recourfe  to  an  madive 
fiege,  and  only  employed  agents  and  great  offers  to 
(hake  the  faith  of  the  Legions. 

Such  were  the  tranfa6lions  in  Germany  before 
the  battle  of  Cremona  ;  the  ifTue  of  which  was 
communicated  by  letters  from  Antonius  Primus, 
who  with  them  alfo  fent  the  edi6l  of  Csecina,  the 
Conful.  In  truth,  the  Captain  of  a  Cohort  amongft 
the  vanquifhed,  Alpinus  Montanus,  in  perfon  ac- 
knowledged the  fad  fate  of  the  party.  Hence  amongfl 
them  enfued  emotions  of  fpirit  very  different  and 
oppofite.  The  Auxiliaries  from  Gaul,  men  who 
towards  neither  of  the  contending  parties  felt  either 
fondnefs  or  averfion,  men  who  bore  arms  without 
attachment  or  affe<Slion  for  any  caufe,  inftantly  re- 
volted from  Vitellius  upon  the  perfuafion  of  their 
Officers.  The  Veteran  foldiers  hefitated ;  but  when 
Hoideonius  propofcd  the  oath,  and  the  Tribunes 
O  5  urged 
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urged  them  to  take  it,  they  indeed  fwore,  but  with- 
out yielding  any  aiTurance  of  their  convidion  either 
in  their  countenance  or  their  temper.  Nay,  when 
they  repeated  the  reft  of  the  form  diftindly,  they 
paufed  at  the  name  of  Vefpafian,  and  either  mut- 
tered it  haftily,  or,  which  was  the  pradice  of  the 
majority,  paiTed  it  over  in  utter  filence. 

After  this,  to  the  foldiers  purpofely  aflembled 
were  read  the  letters  from  Antonius  to  Civilis,  and 
further  provoked  the  jealoufy  of  the  men,  as  con- 
ceived in  language  proper  for  an  aflbciate  in  the 
fame  caufe,  and  mentioning  the  German  army  un- 
der the  ftyle  of  enemies.  Anon  the  tidings  were 
carried  to  the  Camp  at  Gelduba,  and  there,  again, 
the  fame  things  fpoken  and  a£led.  Montanus  was 
moreover  fent  to  Civilis  with  inftrudions,  to  will 
him  '  to  forbear  war;  to  ceafe  difguifrng  hoflile 
'  arms  with  falfe  names  and  pretences.     If  to  Vef- 

*  pafian  he  meant  to   minifter  aid,  his  purfuit  was 

*  abundantly  fulfilled.'  To  all  this  Civilis,  at  firft, 
made  an  artful  and  crafty  reply  ;  afterward?,  when 
he  obferved  Montanus  to  be  of  a  fpirit  very  violent 
and  fierce,  and  prone  to  embark  in  public  innova- 
tions-, he  began  to  complain,  and  to  urge  the  perils 
"which,  without  meafure,  he  had  undergone  during 
a  courfe  of  five  and  twenty  years  in  the  Camp  and 
fervice  of  the  Romans.     He  then  added  ^  '  a  glo- 

*  rious  recompence  of  my  labours  have  I  received, 

*  even  the  untimely  death  of  my  brother,  even  my 
'  own  chains  and  imprifonment,  even  the  cruel  and 

*  implacable  clamours  of  this  army ;  and  as  by  them 

*  my  blocd  was  demanded,  by  the  law  of  nations 
.*  I  claim  vengeance,  and  purfue  it.  For  you,  Tre- 
'  verian?,  and  all  the  reft  ©f  mankind  who  have 
'  fouls  fold  to  bondage,  what  price  hope  ye  for 
.*  your  blood  fo  often  fpilt,  other  than  waifare  void 

*  of  profit,  everlafting  tribute,  rigorous  rods  and 
'  axes,  and  the  fpirit  of  lawlefs  Lords  domineering 

*  ovejT 
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'  over  the  helplefs  flaves  ?  Behold  me,  behold  the 

*  Caninefates  and  Batavians,  me  no  more  than  the 

*  Captain  of  a  (ingle  Cohort,  them  only  a  handful, 

*  a  fmall  portion  of  Gaul  :  Yet  they  and  I  have 
'  demoliflied  their  encampments  fo  fpacious  and  fo 
'  unavailing ;  at  leaft  we  befet  them  on  every  fide, 

*  and  urge  them  whh  famine  and  the  fword".     To 

*  add  no  more  ;  by  adventuring  vi^e  fhall  either  re- 

*  cover  public  liberty,  or,  if  we  be  vanquifhed, 
'  fuffer  but  the  fame  flavery.'  He  then  difmiffed 
Montanus  thus  roufed  and  enraged,  but  with  di- 
re6lions  to  reprefent  in  a  gentler  flrain  whatever  had 
parted  between  them.  He,  upon  his  return,  owned 
his  embafTy  to  have  been  fruitlefs,  but  under  difli- 
mulation  hid  all  the  refl,  which  anoa  broke  forth 
glaringly. 

Civilis,  retaining  with  himfelF  part"  of  his  forces, 
againft  Vocula  and  his  army  difpatched  the  Veteran 
Cohorts  with  whatever  Germans  he  had  remarkably 
brave,  afligning  them  for  Leaders  Julius  Maximus, 
and  Claudius  Victor,  huiband  to  his  fifter.  In  their 
rout  they  ravaged  the  winter  encampment  of  a  fqua- 
dron  of  horfe,  fituated  at  Afciburgium,  and  with 
rapidity  fo  unforefeen  ruflied  upon  Vocula's  en- 
trenchments, that  he  wanted  time  to  fpeak  to  his 
men,  time  to  array  them  in  order  of  battle.  Whac 
only  he  could  do  in  the  confufion  of  an  uproar,  was"^ 
to  advife,  '  That  with  Legionary  {bldiei-s  the  cen- 

*  tre  fhould  be  filled  and  fortified/'  Round  about 
thefe  the  auxiliary  troops  were  ranged.  Prefently^ 
our  cavalry  advanced'  to  the  onfet,  and  being  by 
the  enemy  received  with  ranks  fteady  and  firm,- 
turned  round,  and  retired  flying  to  their  own  hofV,. 
What  followed'  was  downright  flaugHter,.  and  not 
a  battle.  IVToreover  the  Nervian  Cohorts,  moved' 
through  perfidioufnefs  or  terror,  leaving  their  ffa— 
tion,  left  our  men  naked  on  the  flanks.  So  that  the: 
attack  was  pufned  on  quite  to  the  Legions,  nay  the. 

O  6»  Legions,, 
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Legions,  having  already  loft  their  Banners,  were 
fufFering  carnage  and  difcomfiture  within  their  ram- 
parts, when,  on  a  fudden,  by  the  arrival  of  frefh 
fuccours,  the  fortune  of  the  combat  was  changed. 
The  Gafcon  bands,  lately  levied  by  Galba,  and 
at  this  juncSture  called  in  to  aflift  their  friends,  as 
they  approached  the  Camp,  hearing  the  fhouts  of 
the  combatants,  fell  upon  the  enemy  in  the  rear 
whilft  earneftly  purfuing  the  defeat,  and  filled  them 
with  difmay  much  heavier  than  needed  from  a  num- 
ber no  greater,  for  that  amongit  the  foes  many  be- 
lieved that  fupplies  were  come  from  Novefium  ;  as 
did  others,  that  they  were  the  forces  intire  from 
Magontiacum.  This  miftake  infpired  the  Romans 
with  magnanimity;  and  in  afllirance  of  the  help 
miniftered  by  the  vigour  of  others,  they  exerted 
their  own.  Of  the  Batavians  all  the  braveft  men 
throughout  their  infantry  were  cut  ofF.  The  horfe 
efcaped  with  the  ftandards  and  captives  taken  from 
us  in  the  beginning  of  the  encounter.  There  fell 
on  our  fide,  that  day,  the  larger  number,  but  of 
men  the  leaft  valiant.  Out  of  the  German  hoft 
periftied  the  very  ftrength  and  prime. 

The  Commanders  on  either  fide  were  equally  to 
blame,  and,  having  both  merited  evil  fuccefs,  were 
both  wanting  to  improve  their  good  fortune.  For, 
had  Civilis  fent  out  a  more  numerous  army,  it  could 
never  have  been  inclofed  in  the  rear  by  a  few  Co- 
horts, and  having  already  broken  into  the  entrench- 
ments, would  have  likewife  demolifhed  them.  Vo- 
cula,  who  had  not  fo  much  as  fent  to  fpy  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy,  was  not  aware  of  their  ap- 
proach :  Hence,  as  foon  as  he  marched  forth  againfl 
them,  he  was  vanquifhed  by  them.  Next,  when 
he  had  even  obtained  the  victory,  prefuming  little 
upon  it,  he  wafted  feveral  days  to  no  purpofe,  ere 
he  moved  towards  the  enemy.  Whereas,  had  he 
haftcd  to  prefs  them,  and  to  follow  the  courfe  of 

events, 


BooklV.       OF   TACITUS.  301 

events,  he  might,  with  the  fame  effort  continued, 
have  releafed  the  Legions  from  the  fiege.  Civilis 
the  w^hile  had  tampered  with  the  befieged,  and  tried 
to  win  them  to  fubmit,  by  reprefenting,  that  upon 
the  Romans  deftrudlion  was  brought,  and  utter  de- 
fpair,  and  that  over  them  his  forces  had  gained  the 
viOiory.  The  Enfigns  and  Banners  juft  taken  were 
carried  about,  and  pompoufly  difplayed  ;  nay,  in 
oftentation  the  Captives  were  all  prefented  to  view. 
Glorious  was  the  refolution  with  which  one  of 
thefe  at  this  time  acquitted  himfelf :  With  a  voice 
confident  and  loud  he  explaii^ed  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  and  was  butcliered  upon  the  fpot  by  the  Ger- 
mans. Hence  the  greater  credit  to  his  difcovery. 
Moreover,  by  the  facking  and  burning  of  the  vil- 
lages it  was  perceived  that  the  conquering  army  ap- 
proached. Vocula  ordered,  '  That  in  full  fight  of 
'  the  Camp  the  Standards  fhould  be  ereci:ed,  and 

*  round   about  a  trench  and  pallifade  to  be  made, 

*  that  there  lodging  their  baggage  and  burdens,  they 

*  might  engage  without  any  encumbrance.*  Hence 
the  foldiers,  craving  to  be  led  inftantly  to  the  af- 
fault,  clamoured  againft  the  General  ;  nay,  they 
had  even  grown  to  a  habit  of  threatening  their 
Commanders.  In  truth,  without  ftaying  to  be  rang- 
ed in  order  of  battle,  ftill  weary,  and  their  ranks 
diforderly,  they  wilfully  proceeded  to  the  encounter. 
For  Civilis  had  already  drawn  up  to  receive  them  ; 
nor  placed  he  lefs  aflurance  in  the  faults  and  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  his  enemies,  than  in  the  valour  and 
manhood  of  his  own  men.  In  the  engagement,  the 
fate  and  efforts  of  the  Romans  greatly  varied,  and 
ail  the  moft  fignal  for  fedition,  appeared  fpiritlefs 
cowards.  Some,  animated  by  the  memory  of  their 
late  victory,  maintained  their  ground,  gored  the 
foe,  roufed  their  own  vigour,  roufed  that  of  their 
companions.    Moreover,  when  they  had  thus  re- 

ftored 
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flored  their  yielding  battle,  they  held  up  their  hands, 
and  beckoned  to  the  befieged,  that  they  would  not 
fail  to  improve  the  occafion.  Thefe,  v/ho  from 
their  battlements  beheld  the  whole,  faliied  inftantly 
at  all  the  gates.  It  happened  too  that  Civilis,  be- 
ing thrown  by  the  fall  of  his  horfe,  was  through 
both  armies  reported  and  believed  to  have  been  ter- 
ribly wounded,  or  quite  flain ;  tidings  which  upon 
his  own  men  brought  difmay  incredible,  and  upon 
his  enemies  incredible  fpirit  and  joy. 

But  after  the  flying  foe  Vocula  made  no  purfuit. 
He  only  applied  himfelf  to  enlarge  the  towers  and 
ramparts  ©f  the  befieged  Camp,  as  if  again  the 
fiege  were  at  hand.  Hence,  having  fo  often  mif- 
ufed  victory,  he  was  fufpe£^ed,  not  unjuftly,  of 
ftudying  to  prolong  the  war.  To  our  army  no- 
thing proved  fo  annoying  and  fevere  as  fcarcity  of 
provifions.  So  that  the  baggage  and  carriages  of 
the  Legions,  and  with  thefe  the  unwarlike  crowd, 
were  fent  away  from  the  Camp  to  Novefium,  that 
from  thence  ihey  might  bring  back  fupplies  of  grain 
by  land  carriage  ;  for  of  the  river  the  enemy  held 
pofleiTion.  The  firft  train  paffed  in  pcrfed  fecu- 
rity ;  for  as  yet  Civilis  had  not  fufficiently  recover- 
ed his  Strength.     As  foon  as  he  had  learnt,  '  that 

*  a  party  was  again  fent  to  Novefium  for  corn,  that 
«  for  their  convoy  feme  Cohorts  had  been  affigned 

*  them,  and  that  they  journeyed  in  a  negligent 
<  manner,  as  if  full  peace  had  been  eftablifhed  j' 
he  advanced  againfl  the  loofe  band,  the  men  thin 
about  their  Enfigns,  their  arms  carried  in  the  wag^ 
gons,  all  Itraggling  without  order  or  reftraint,  each 
as  he  lifted ;  and,  with  his  troops  regularly  embat* 
tied,  fell  upon  them  under  this  diforder  ;  having 
firft  fent  forward  fome  forces  to  poft  themfelves  up*- 
on  the  bridges,  and  in  the  pafles.  For  a  long  way 
the  combat  continued,  and  with  dubious  fuccef?, 
till  wght  parted  the  fray.     The  Cohorts  reached  to 

GeldubSj 
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Gelduba,  and  found  the  Camp  there  In  the  fame 
flate,  ftill  fecured   by  the  garrifon  lately  left  in  it. 
It  remained  no  doubt  what  threatening  danger  muft 
be  incurred  in  the  return,  v/hilft  they  who  carried 
the  grain  were  loaded,  and  indeed  already  difmayed. 
Hence  Vocula,  in  order  to  prote6l  them,  joined  to 
his  own  army   a  thoufand  chofen  men,    detached 
from  the  fifth  Legion  and  the  fifteenth,  the  Legions 
befieged  in  the  old  encampment ;  men  very  fierce 
and  unmanageable,  and  againft   their  Leaders  full 
of  rancour.     With  thofe  who  were  ordered  to  go 
more  went  without  orders,  and  upon  their  march 
flormed  openly  and  aloud,  '  That  they  would  no 
'  longer  endure  famine,  no  longer  endure  the  frauds 
'  and  wicked  machinations  of  their  Commanders/ 
l^ay,  they  too  who  remained  behind,  made  heavy 
complaints,  '  That  by  thus  drawing  away  one  part, 
*  the  reft  were  left  deiperate  and  forlorn,'     Hence  a 
twofold  fedition,  whilft  fome  urged  to  have  Vocula 
called  back  again  to  the  Camp,  and  others  refufed 
to  return  thither. 

In  the  mean  time  Civilis  laid  fiege  to  the  old  en- 
campment. Vocula  proceeded  to  Gelduba,  thence 
to  Novefium.  Civilis  then  feized  Gelduba.  Anon, 
not  far  from  Novefium,  our  cavalry  engaged  the 
foe,  and  gained  the  vidory.  But  whether  after 
victory  or  defeat,  ftill  equally  incenfed  and  outra- 
geous were  the  foldlers  to  thirft  after  the  blood  of 
their  Leaders.  Befides,  as  the  Legions  were  aug- 
mented by  the  acceftion  of  a  detachment  from  the 
fifth  and  fifteenth,  they  confidently  claimed  prefent 
payment  of  their  donative  ;  for  they  had  learnt  that 
the  money  was  already  fent  thither  by  Vitellius. 
Neither  did  Hordeonius  paufe  long,  but  diftributed 
it  in  the  name  of  Vefpafran..  This  very  thing  was  the 
chitf  fpur  and  fuel  to  their  diforder  and  infurreclion. 
They  inftantly  abandoned  themfelves,  without  all 
meafure,  to  a  courfe  of  debauchery,  and  good  chear, 

to 
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to  no£lurnal  revellings  and  cabals,  and  thus  renew- 
ed their  ancient  fpite  and  fury  againft  Hordeonius. 
And  as  none  of  the  General  Officers  or  Tribunes 
dared  to  check  or  oppofe  them,  (fo  much  had  the 
fhades  of  night  conduced  to  banifh  all  fhame)  they 
dragged  him  out  of  his  bedchamber,  and  then 
butchered  him.  Againft  Vocula  the  fame  bloody 
violence  was  prepared,  had  he  not  difguifed  him- 
felf  in  the  habit  of  a  flave,  and  efcaped  undifco- 
vered  in  the  dark.  The  moment  their  rage  became 
appeafed,  dread  and  confcioufnefs  took  place  :  Thus 
they  fent  Centurions  with  letters  to  the  cities  of 
Gaul  to  entreat  fuccours  and  money.  They  them- 
fclves,  upon  the  approach  of  Civilis,  adted  like 
every  crowd  without  a  ruler,  always  precipitate, 
always  timorous  and  lifelefs.  At  firft  they  flew  head- 
long to  arms,  the  next  minute  dropped  them,  and 
took  to  immediate  flight.  Their  diftrefs  begot  dif- 
fentions  amongft  them  :  They  from  the  higher  ar- 
my withdrew  from  the  reft,  and  held  an  intereft 
apart.  Through  the  Camp,  however,  and  in  the 
Belgic  Cities  adjoining,  the  images  of  Vitellius 
were  reftored,  when  Vitellius  in  perfon  was  already 
fallen.  In  fhort  time,  remorfe  feized  and  reclaim- 
ed thofe  of  the  firft,  of  the  fourteenth  and  of  the 
eighteenth  Legions,  and  they  followed  the  command 
of  Vocula.  Of  him  they  again  took  the  oath  to  Vef- 
pafian,  and  were  then  led  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Ma- 
gontiacum  (a).  The  befiegers  were  indeed  now 
withdrawn,  amotlyarmyof  Cattians,  Ufipians  and 
Mattiacians,  all  aflTociated  for  plunder,  nor  had  they 
forborne  feats  of  cruelty  and  blood.  Upon  them 
as  they  pafl^ed  carelefly  on  in  their  way,  difperfed 
and  apprized  of  no  danger,  our  foldiers  fell  fword 
in  hand.  The  Treverians  too  had  all  along  their 
own  frontiers  reared  a  wall  and  defence  ',  nay>  war- 

(a)  The  City  of  Mcntz. 

ed 
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ed  againft  the  Germans,  with  mighty  flaughter  given 
and  received.  At  laft,  by  a  revolt  they  ftained  all 
their  glorious  fervices  done  to  the  Roman  people. 

During  thefe  tranfa6lions  Vefpafian  and  Titus 
commenced  Confuls,  the  former  nov/  the  fecond 
time,  and  both  abfent,  whilft  in  Rome  great  me- 
lancholy prevailed,  and  the  City  was  racked  with 
manifold  fears.  The  inhabitants,  befides  the  cala- 
mities which  prefently  prelTed  them,  had  entertain- 
ed imaginary  terrors,  '  as  if  Africa  had  rebelled, 

*  and  Lucius  Pifo  were  there  concerting  a  public 

*  change.'  It  was  he  who  ruled  that  Province ;  a 
man  who  poflefTed  a  fpirit  far  from  turbulent  :  But 
becaufe  through  the  roughnefs  of  the  feas  in  the 
winter  feafon,  fhips  were  detained  from  returning 
thence  to  Rome,  the  common  herd,  who  were  wont 
every  day  to  purchafe  fuftenance  only  for  the  day, 
they  who  of  all  public  concerns  are  folicitous  for 
none  but  the  fupply  of  public  provifions,  dreaded 
that  the  coaft  there  was  now  guarded,  that  the 
tranfportation  of  grain  was  prohibited ;  and  from 
dreading  it,  they  believed  it.  The  Vitellians  too 
heightened  the  rumour ;  for  they  had  not  yet  re- 
linquifhed  the  fpirit  of  party.  In  truth,  fuch  news 
were  no-wife  offenfive  to  the  conquerors,  men  whofe 
rapacious  pallions  no  foreign  conqueft  and  fpoil  could 
ever  fatiate,  much  lefs  any  civil  acquifition  or  vic- 
tory ever  fatisfy. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  the  Senate,  afiembled 
by  Julius  Frontinus  City-Praetor,  awarded,  by  a 
folemn  decree,  the  thanks  and  commendations  of 
the  public  to  the  General  Officers,  to  the  Armies, 
and  to  our  confederate  Kings.  Moreover,  from 
Tertius  Julianus,  for  having  forfaken  his  Legion 
when  it  was  about  to  efpouJe  the  caufe  of  Vefpa- 
fian,  the  Praetorfhip  was  taken  away,  and  trans- 
ferred to  Plotius  Griphus  Upon  Hormus  the  Eque- 
ftrian  dignity  was  conferred.  Soon  after,  Fronti- 
nus 
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nus  refigning  the  Praetor's  Office,  the  fame  was  af- 
fumed  by  Domitian  now  intitled  Ccefar,  To  all 
letters  and  all  edi<5l3  his  name  was  prefixed  ;  but  in 
Mucianus  remained  the  controul  and  fway  ;  only 
that  Domitian,  following  the  inftlgation  of  his  in- 
timates, or  his  own  licentious  will,  boldly  exerted 
many  a6^s  of  power.  But  to  Mucianus  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  or  dread  accrued  from  Antonius  Primus 
and  Arrius  Varus,  men  covered  with  frefh  laurels, 
fignal  for  fame  in  war,  followed  by  the  zeal  and 
affections  of  the  foldiery,  nay,  beloved  even  by  the 
populace,  for  that  no  man's  blood  had  they  fhed 
fave  in  the  heat  of  battle.  Antonius  was  befides 
reported  to  have  perfuaded  Scribonianus  Craflus  to 
affume  the  Sovereignty,  as  he  was  defcended  from 
anceftors  very  glorious  in  the  State,  and  fhone  him- 
felf  with  the  luftre  derived  from  his  brother  ;  nei- 
ther could  he  fail  of  a  band  of  aflbciates  combined 
to  efpoufe  him  ;  but  that  Scribonianus  rcfufed  to 
comply,  as  he  was  by  no  means  eafy  to  be  feduced, 
even  though  all  meafures  had  been  already  afccr- 
tained ;  fo  very  fearful  was  he  of  engaging  upon 
uncertainties.  Mucianus,  therefore,  feeing  he  could 
not  openly  crufh  Antonius,  after  he  had  heaped 
upon  him  publicly  in  the  Senate,  praifes  mighty 
and  many,  loaded  him  in  private  with  large  pro- 
mifes,  and  particularly  flattered  him  with  '  the  go- 
'  vernment  of  the  nethermoft  Spain,  deflitute  of  a 
*  rulerby  the  departure  of  Cluvius  Rufus.'  Upon 
the  friends  of  Antonius  he,  at  the  fame  time,  ac- 
cumulated military  promotions  ;  preferred  many  to 
Governments,  many  to  the  dignity  of  Tribunes. 
^1^en,  when  he  had  with  falfe  hopes  and  ambition 
puffed  up  his  vain  fpirit,  he  quite  broke  and  diffi- 
pated  his  power,  having  for  this  purpofe  difmifled 
the  feventh  Legion  to  their  winter  encampment,  a 
Legion  known  to  be  tranfported  with  a  very  flam- 
ing affection  for  Antooius.     L'lto  Syria  too  was  fent 

back 
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back  the  third  Legion,  a  body  of  men  naturally 
attached  to  Arrius  Varus.  Some  part  of  the  army- 
was  condu(5led  into  Germany.  Thus,  by  remov- 
ing all  the  inftruments  of  tumult  and  diforder,  to 
the  City  returned  her  own  pacific  form,  the  Laws 
refumed  their  old  courfe,  the  Magiftrates  their 
wonted  fundions. 

Domitian  on  the  day  of  his  going  to  the  Senate, 
difcourfed  concerning  the  abfence  of  his  father,  and 
that  of  his  brother,  as  alfo  concerning  his  own 
youth  and  infufficiency,  in  very  i'QW  words,  and 
very  modeift  j  graceful  as  he  was  in  his  afpe6t  and 
demeanour.  Befides,  as  his  bent  and  habits  were 
yet  unknown,  his  frequent  blufhes,  and  marks  of 
confufion,  pafled  for  the  effects  of  modefty  and 
fhynefs.  When  Domitian  propofed  that  all  the 
abrogated  honours  of  Galba  fiiouid  be  reftored,  Cur- 
tius  Montanus  offered  it  as  his  fentiments,  that  to 
the  memorv  of  Pifo  alfo  fome  public  folemnity 
fhould  be  paid.  The  Fathers  ordained  both  :  But 
of  what  regarded  Pifo  nothing  was  executed.  There- 
after were  drawn  by  lot  a  number  of  Commiifion- 
ers,  '  fuch  as  were  to  adjudge  reflitution  of  what- 

•  ever  had   been  ufurped  by  violence  during  the 

•  war  :  Such  too  as  were  to  Infpe£t  the  Tables  of 

*  brafs  upon  which  the  Laws  were  engraven,  and 

*  where  by  age  they  were  decayed,  to  hang  them 
'  up  anew  :  Such  alfo  as  were  to   purify  the  public 

•  records  from  the  vile  infertions,  with  which, 
'  through  the  fycophancy  of  the  Times,  they  were 

*  contaminated,  and  to  reftrain  the  public  expence.' 
To  Julianus,  as  foon  as  he  was  known  to  have  fled 
to  Vefpafian,  the  office  of  Praetor  was  reftored ; 
yet  with  Griphus  the  dignity  rem.ained.  It  was 
next  agreed  to  refume  the  procefs  between  Mufo- 
nius  Rufus  and  Publius  Celer.  PubJius  was  con- 
victed and  fentenced,  and  to  the  manes  of  Soranus 
atonement  thus  made.     Signal  was  this  day,  as  for 

fuch 
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fuch  an  inftance  of  public  vengeance,  fo  for  matter 
©f  private  merit  and  praife ;  fmce  Mufonius  was 
efteemed  to  have  procured,  by  his  pleading,  a  juft 
and  fatisfadlory  judgment.  A  Charader  very  op- 
pofite  clave  to  Demetrius,  one  who  adhered  to  the 
iecft  of  the  Cynics,  for  labouring  with  views  more 
ambitious  than  virtuous,  to  defend  fo  notorious  a 
criminal.  Celer  himfelf  was  utterly  unfurnifhed 
cither  with  courage  under  diftrefs,  or  of  fpeech  to 
plead.  Upon  this  fignal  given  for  purfuing  revenge 
againft  the  accufers,  Junius  Mauricus  made  fuit  to 
Domitian,  ^  That  to  the  Senate  he  would  impart 

*  the  regifters  of  the  late  Emperors ;  whence  they 

*  might  difcover  who  they  were  that  folicited  to  be 

*  admitted  accufers,  and  againft  whom/  He  re- 
plied, *  That  in  an  affair  of  this  fort,  the  fenti- 

*  ments  of  the  Emperor  muft  be  learnt.' 

The  Senate  upon  this  occafion  devifed  an  oath, 
by  which  they  feverally  appealed  to  the  Deities, 

*  That  by  no  artifice  or  co-operation  of  theirs  had 

*  aught  been  ever  done  to  hurt  the  life  of  any  par- 

*  ticular  whatfoever,    nor  from  the  calamities  of 

*  their  fellow-citizens  had  they  ever  reaped  honour 

*  or  price  :'  A  precedent  which  the  chief  Lords  of 
the  Senate  began;  the  Magiftrates  followed  them 
with  zeal,  and  even  competition ;  as  did  all  the 
reft  as  faft  as  their  voices  were  afked  ;  to  the  great 
confternation  of  fuch  as  were  confcious  of  their 
own  guilt,  and  thence,  by  divers  fhifts  and  eva- 
fions,  varied  the  words  of  the  oath.  The  Fathers 
declared  their  approbation  of  the  confcientious 
fwearing :  Againft  the  turning  it  into  perjury  they 
expreffed  their  indignation.  Infomuch  that,  upon 
Sariolenus  Vocula,  upon  Nonius  Acftianus,  and  up- 
on Ceftius  Severus,  all  notorious  for  the  incelTant 
trade  of  accufmg  under  Nero,  fuch  a  declaration 
of  the  Senate  fell  very  forely,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
judgment  pafTed  in  form  againft  them.  Nay,  Sa- 
riolenus 
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riolenus  was  likewife  prefled  by  a  charge  of  iniquity 
juft  recent,  for  that  he  had  laboured  with  VitelHus 
to  introduce  the  fame  pra6tices.  The  Fathers  even 
threatened  him  with  uplifted  hands,  nor  forbore  tili 
he  quitted  the  affembly.  Then  all  turning  upoa 
Padtius  Africanus,  they  fet  themfelves  to  drive  him 
too  from  amongft  them,  as  it  was  he  who  had 
marked  out  for  vi6lims  to  Nero  the  two  brothers 
of  the  Scribonian  houfe  and  name,  both  fignal  for 
wealth,  both  confpicuous  for  fraternal  unity  and 
tendernefs,  and  purfued  them  to  deftru6tioii.  Afri- 
canus dared  not  confefs  the  charge,  nor  could  he 
deny  it.  He  therefore  confronts  Vibius  Crifpus,  by 
whom  particularly  he  was  worried  with  queftions, 
andagainft  him  urges  the  fame  dealings :  and,  driv- 
ing to  combine  charges,  which  fmgle  or  mixed  he 
could  not  defend,  he  fought  to  evade  the  abhor- 
rence of  his  guilt  by  (hewing  others  as  guilty. 

Mighty  was  the  name  and  applaufe  which,  for 
natural  afFedlion  and  eloquence,  Vipftanus  MelTalla 
that  day  acquired,  by  venturing,  though  not  yet 
arrived  at  the  age  of  a  Senator,  to  plead  for  favour 
to  Aquilius  Regulus  his  brother.  To  infinite  pub- 
lic abhorrence  Regulus  flood  expofed,  as  the  man 
who  had  deftroyed  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  the  an- 
cient Crafli,  and  that  of  Orphitus.  Of  his  own 
mere  will  and  motion  it  appeared  that  he  had 
aflumed  to  himfelf  the  accufation  of  thefe  noble 
Romans,  whilft  yet  in  his  early  youth,  through 
no  neceflity  of  averting  danger  from  himfelf,  but 
with  a  view  to  favour  and  power.  Moreover,  at 
this  juncture,  Sulpicia  Pretextata,  the  widow  of 
CrafTus,  and  her  four  fatherlefs  children,  attended 
ready  to  purfue  their  juft  vengeance,  were  the  Se- 
nate difpofed  to  proceed  to  cognizance.  Meflalla, 
therefore,  attempted  not  to  vindicate  the  charge, 
nor  the  perfon  charged ;  but,  interpofmg  between 
his  brother  and  the  danger  that  threatened  him, 

had 
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had  foftened  fome  of  the  Senators.  To  defeat  this 
his  interceflion,  Curtius  Montanus  intervened  with 
a  fpeech  vehement  and  ftern,  and  in  it  carried  his 
charge  (o  high,  as  to  alledge,  '  That  after  the 
murder  of  Galba,  Regulus  had  made  a  prefent  of 
money  to  the  ruffian  who  aflaflinated  Pifo  ;  nay, 
that  he  had  greedily  bitten  the  head  of  Pifo,  when 
feparated  from  his  body.  To  this,  faid  he,  fure- 
\y  Nero  never  compelled  thee  ;  nor  didft  thou 
by  fuch  inhuman  barbarity  redeem  thy  dignity 
or  life.  From  them  who  judged  it  more  advife- 
able  to  bring  deftrudion  upon  others  than  danger 
upon  themfelves,  we  may  in  truth  bear  this  as 
their  defence.  Thou  didft  live  in  full  fecurity, 
derived  to  thee  from  the  banilhment  of  thy  fa- 
ther, from  the  diftribution  of  his  fortune  amongft 
his  creditors,  from  thy  young  years  not  yet  qua- 
lified for  preferment  in  the  State.  Thou  hadft 
nothing  that  Nero  could  covet  from  thee,  nothing 
that  he  could  fear.  Lufting  after  blood,  and  ra- 
vening for  rewards  and  gain,  thou  didft  with 
noble  murders  feafon  thy  genius,  ere  it  was  yet 
known,  even  before  thou  hadft  proved  it  by  ap- 
pearing an  advocate  for  any  man  ;  when  hav- 
ing brought  the  Commonwealth  to  her  fune- 
ral and  doom,  thou  didft,  for  fuch  fervice,  fnatch 
the  Confular  Honours  as  her  fpoils  and  remains  ; 
when  gorged  with  a  recompence  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns,  when  refulgent  with  the 
fplendor  of  the  Pontifical  Office,  thou  hurriedft 
to  perdition  innocent  Children,  ancient  and  il- 
luftrious  Men,  Ladies  fignal  in  rank,  involving 
all  in  one  common  ruin  ;  when  thou  chiddeft 
the  courfe  of  Nero*s  cruelty  as  tod  flow,  for  that 
by  gradually  overthrowing  family  after  family, 
he  did  but  fatigue  himfelf  and  all  the  accufers, 
when  it  was  in  his  power  to  crufli  the  whole 
body  of  the  Senate  witli  a  fiiigle  breath, 

<  Retaia 
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*■  Retain  amongft  /ou,  Confcript  Fathers,  and 
to  further  ufe  referve  a  man  capable  of  giving 
counfel  fo  decifive,  counfel  fo  fucJdenly  to  be 
executed;  that  with  fuch  an  in  ft  ruclor  every  ge- 
neration may  be  fupphed  ;  and  as  our  ancient 
men  imitate  Crifpus  and  Marcellus,  fo  our  young 
may  Regulus  :  Even  in  wickednefs  which  proves 
unfuccefsful,  men  find  followers  and  rivals  :  What 
muft  be  the  confequence,  where  it  exalts  its  head 
and  profpers  ?  Nay,  if  we  dare  not  offend  a  man 
whilft  yet  only  Quaeftor,  fhall  wc  willingly  fee 
him  rife  to  be  Prsetor,  rife  to  be  Gonful  f  Do 
you  in  truth  conceive  Nero  to  have  been  the  laft, 
the  concluding  Tyrant  ?  So  believed  they  who 
had  furvived  Tiberius  ;  fo  thought  they  that  had 
outlived  Caligula ;  when  in  the  mean  time  there 
arofe  one  ftill  more  deteftable,  ftill  more  brutal 
and  fanguinary.  Of  Vefpafian  we  entertain  no 
dread  ;  fuch  is  the  maturity  of  that  Prince's  age, 
fuch  the  moderation  of  his  fpirit.  But  more 
iafting  are  the  examples  of  juftice  and  fevcrity, 
than  is  the  good,  but  perifhing  life  of  any  mortal 
man.  We  grow  faint,  and  our  fpirit  droops, 
Confcript  Fathers  ;  nor  are  we  any  longer  that 
Senate  which,  when  Nero  was  flain,  boldly  claim- 
ed to  have  the  tribe  of  accufers,  and  all  the  tools 
of  tyranny,  doomed  to  execution  according  to  the 
rigorous  method  of  antiquity.  After  the  reign 
of  a  wicked  Prince,  the  firft  day  is  furely  the 
beft.' 

With  fuch  fignal  concurrence  and  unanimity  of 
the  Senate  was  Montanus  heard,  that  Helvidius  ga- 
thered hopes  of  being  able  to  abafe  Marcellus.  He 
therefore  began  ;  introducing  firft  the  praifes  of 
Cluvius  Rufus,  one  who  though  equally  wealthy, 
though  equally  applauded  for  eloquence,  had  in  no 
inftance,  during  all  the  Empire  of  Nero,  wrought 
danger  to  the  life  and  fortune  of  any  man.  Then, 
3  apply. 
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applying  to  Marcellus,  he  urged  him  at  once  with 
his  own  crying  crimes,  and  with  this  worthy  ex- 
ample. The  minds  too  of  the  Fathers  were  on  fire 
for  the  profecution.  This  Marcellus  no  fooner  per- 
ceived, than  making  as  if  he  were  taking  his  fare- 
wel,  and  withdrawing  from  the  aflembly;  '  I  am 

*  departing,   faid  he,    and  leave  thee,  Prifcus,  to 

*  controul   a  Senate  which  is  thine.     Go  on,  and 

*  reign  even  in  the  face  of  the  Emperor's  fon.' 
There  followed  him  Vibius  Crifpus  ;  both  enraged, 
but  bearing  different  countenances,  Marcellus  with 
eyes  full  of  vengeance,  Crifpus  fhewmg  a  fcornful 
fmile.  As  they  were  going,  their  friends  flocking 
to  ftop  them,  haled  them  back  again.  As  the  con- 
teft  waxed  more  and  more  vehement,  here  main- 
tained by  the  upright  Many,  there  by  the  power- 
ful Few,  on  both  fides  with  much  bitternefs  and 
rancour,  in  the  ftrife  of  words  the  whole  day  was 
wafted. 

The  next  aflembly  of  the  Senate,  when  Domi- 
tlan  had  begun  with  a  motion  for  '  obliterating  the 

*  impreflions  of  all  refentment  and  anguifh,  and  of 

*  every  grievance  arifing  from  the  neceflity  of  the 

*  late  times  ;'  Mucianus  proceeding  to  oflfer  his  fen- 
timents,  harangued  at  large  in  behalf  of  the  ac- 
cufers.  To  fuch  withal  as  having  begun,  but  after- 
wards dropped  any  procefs,  and  now  offered  to  re- 
vive it,  he  applied  with  gentle  diflTuafions  and  ad- 
drefs,  and  in  the  fl:ile  of  requeft.  The  fathers, 
thus  thwarted  in  their  efforts  to  affert  their  liberty, 
ceafed  the  purfuit.  Mucianus,  who  feared  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  might  thus  feem  to  be  fet 
at  nought,  and  an  indemnity  to  be  declared  for  all 
the  iniquities  committed  under  Nero,  remanded 
OiSlavius  Sagitta  and  Antiftius  Sofianus,  both  in  the 
rank  of  Senators,  back  to  the  iflands,  whither  they 
had  been  formerly  banifhed,  and  from  whence  they 
had  lately  returned.     OiSavius,  having  lived   in 

adulte* 
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adulterous  commerce  with  Pontia  Poftumia,  in  a 
tninfport  of  love,  for  that  fhe  refufed  to  marry  him, 
had  flain  her.  Sofianus,  by  a  courfe  of  life  alto- 
gether malignant  and  depraved,  had  brought  deadly 
del^ru61ion  upon  many.  Both  indeed  had  been  con- 
demned to  exile  by  a  fevere  decree  of  the  Senate, 
and,  though  to  others  leave  was  granted  to  return, 
both  continued  under  fentence  to  the  fame  punifh- 
ment  ftill.  Nor  even  thus  did  Mucianus  mollify 
the  defpight  conceived  againfl:  him.  For  Sofianus 
and  Sagitta  were  accounted  perfons  impotent  and 
contemptible,  had  they  been  even  permitted  to  re- 
turn. But  from  the  fpirit  of  the  accufers  many  ap- 
prehenfions  arofe,  many  from  th.ir  great  wealth, 
many  from  their  great  fway,  which  in  mifchievous 
devices  o  ~Jy  they  had  ever  employed.  What  con- 
ciliated in  fome  fmall  meafurethe  difcontented  minds 
of  the  Fathers,  v/as,  that  in  the  Senate  cognizance 
was  taken  of  a  caafe  conformably  to  the  primitive 
ufage.  One  of  their  own  Order,  Ma:nlius  Patrui- 
tus  prefented  a  complaint,  '  That  in  the  Colony  of 
'  Sienna  he  had  bcgn  infulted  and  bcTaten  by  the 
'  crowd,  e\'en  by  order  of  their  xMagiftrates.  Nor 
••  thus  had  the  outrage  ended  ;  They  had  even  con- 

*  ilraincd  him  to  bear  the  mummery  of  his  own 
'  funeral,  with  many  mock  lamentations,  and  all 
'  the  grimace  of  mourning,    as  alfo  a  torrent  of 

*  taunts  and  contumelies  uttered  againft  the  Senate 
'•  in  a  body.'  The  perfons  accufed  were  fummoned, 
and  upon  conviction  fuffered  capital  puniiliment. 
The  fentence  was  followed  by  a  decree  of  Senate 
v/arning  the  populace  of  Sienna  to  learn  a  more 
refpedtful  and  modeft  behaviour.  About  the  fame 
time  Antonius  Flamma,  profecutcd  by  the  people 
of  Cyrene,  was  condemned  for  extortion,  and  doom- 
ed to  exile  for  his  a6ts  of  barbarity. 

Vol.  III.  P  Daring 
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Ducing  thele  triinra<Siions,  the  diicontents  of  the 
foldiery  were  near  flaming  out  into  a  fedition.  They 
•of  the  Praitorian  Guards,  who  had  been  difmifled 
l)y  Vltellius,  and  again  incorporated  for  the  intereli 
of  Vefpafian^  now  claimed  .heir  former  ftation. 
1  he  foldiers  who,  upon  hopes  given  them  of  the 
like  diftinction,  had  been  drawn  from  the  Legions, 
infifted  upoti  the  promife  of  the  like  preferment 
and  pay,  -  Nor  m  truth  was  it  pofiible,  without 
great  Daughter,  to  have  difcarded  the  bands  which 
;had  continued  wi^h  Vitellius.  Mucianus,  therefore, 
proceecing  to  the  Camp,  dire<^led  the  vanquifliing 
.army  to  be  ranged  along,  with  fmall  intervals  be- 
tVi/een  the  diftincl  band-,  and  all  uni'er  their  parti- 
cular banners  and  arms,  thence  with  more  certainty 
to  difcern  during  what  term  of  years  they  had  fe- 
■verally  ferved.  Then  the  troops  of  Vitellius,  fuch 
as  I  have  recounted  to  have  furrendered  at  Bovillap, 
with  the  reft  who  had  been  dlicovered  and  picked 
-up  in  Rome,  and  in  the  neighbouihood  of  Rome, 
iv€r€  produced,  almoft  dellitute  of  arms.  Thefe 
he  ordered  to  be  parted  ;  ordered  the  foldiers  from 
Germany,  the  foldiers  from  Britain,  and  whatever 
men  elfe  there  were  from  any  other  army,  to  ftand 
by  themfelves  apart :  A  fcene  which  at  firil:  view 
flruck  them  with  fuJden  confternation,  whilfl:  op- 
pofitc  they  beheld,  as  it  were,  an  army  arrayed  for 
battle,  terribly  armed  and  dlfplaying  their  weapons, 
and  faw  themfelves  furrounded,  defencelefs,  in  their 
plight  defpicable  and  fordid.  But  when  they  came 
to  be  divided,  and  haled  hither  and  thither,  terror 
fpread  over  all.  Signal  particularly  was  the  difmay 
of  the  German  foldiers,  as  if  fuch  fcparation  im- 
ported that  they  were  deftined  to  prcfent  maflacre. 
Hence  they  embrace  their  comrades,  hang  upon 
their  necks,  defire  a  laft  and  parting  falute ;  im- 
plore *  that  they  might  not  be  deferted  and  left 

*  alone 
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*  alone  ;  that  where  the  caufe  was  common  and 
'  equal,  they  might  not  fuffer  a  lot  fo  particular 
'  and  unequal.'  1  his  moment  they  prefFed  and 
conjured  Mucianus.  the  next  they  befought  Domi- 
tian,  though  not  there  :  Anon  they  invoked  Hea- 
ven, and  all  the  Gods.  Mucianus  at  lail  ftayed 
their  groundlefs  tear,  by  telling  them,  '  1  hat  they 
'  were  all  fworn  to  the  fame  allegiance,  all  foldiers 
'  of  the  fame  Prince.'  The  truth  is,  that  to  thefe 
their  tears  and  wailings  even  the  vanquifhing  army 
joined  fympathifing  cries.  Such  was  the  iiTue  that 
day.  A  few  days  after,  as  Domitian  harangued 
them,  they  heard  him  with  minds  now  re- ell  a  bTi  fil- 
ed and  emboldened.  His  offer  of  lands,  and  a  fct- 
tlement,  they  confidently  rejected  ;  their  former 
ftations  in  the  army,  and  their  pay  due,  was  what 
they  prayed  :  A  prayer  indeed  it  was,  but  a  prayer 
which  admitted  no  denial.  They  were  therefore 
received  into  the  Pr^tcrian  Guards.  Thereafter, 
fuch  as  were  aged,  with  fuch  who  had  fejved  their 
juft  number  of  years,  were  honourably  difmifled. 
Others  were  difcharged  for  their  mifdemeanours, 
but  difcharged  by  intervals,  and  culled  out  fingly 
here  and  there  ;  as  the  fecureft  courfe  to  w^caken 
the  combination  of  a  multitude. 

For  the  reft ;  it  was  moved  in  the  Senate,  *  to 

*  borrow  from  particulars  the  fum  of  about  fifteen 

*  hundred  thcufand  crowns  j*  whether  from  the  real 
poverty  of  the  State,  or  to  have  fuch  poverty  be- 
lieved: And  to  Poppasus  Silvanus  the  care  of  pro- 
curing it  was  afligned.  Yet  foon  after,  fuch  pub- 
lic neceflity  difappeared ;  at  leaft  the  pretence  was 
dropped.  Next  there  pafTed  a  law  propofed  by  Do- 
mitian, for  abrogating  the  fucceflion  of  Confullliips 
beftowed  by  Vitellius.  To  FJavius  Sabinus  al/b 
funeral  honours  were  folemnized,  with  the  fame 
fplendor  and  flate  as  if  he  had  borne  the  great  of- 
fice of  Cenfor:  Glaring  monuments  of  the  ficriial 
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iriftability  of  Foru  nc.  delighting  thus  to  iliift  the 
Jot  of  men,  zud  xo  iiitermix  the  higheft  pomp  and 
the  loweft  mikry  i 

About  the  fame  time  was  flair.  Lucius  Pifo,  tlie 
Proconful.  This  murder  is  what  I  fhall  very  truly 
recount,  by  beginning  furtl^er  back,  and  deducing 
a  few  particulars  pertinent  to  exhibit  the  introduc- 
tion and  caufes  of  fuch  feats  of  iniquity.  During 
the  reign  of  the  deified  Auguffus,  and  that  of  Ti- 
berius, the  forces  maintained  in  Africa  for  defend- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  Empire  there,  namely  the 
Legion  and  Auxiliaries,  were  fubje6l  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Proconful.  Thereafter  Caligula,  a  Prince 
of  a  wild  and  difordered  fpirit,  and  entertaining  be- 
fide  apprehenfions  of  Marcus  Silanus,  who  held  the 
government  of  Africa,  deprived  the  Proconful  of 
the  command  of  the  Legion,  and  conferred  it  upon 
an  Imperial  Lieutenant  purpofely  fcnt  over,  l^hus 
between  two  the  m^eafure  of  power  was  indepen- 
dently fhared,  and  thence,  as  their  orders  came  to 
clafh  and  interfere,  the  dengned  diilenfion  beg^n, 
and  was  daily  heightened  by  an  obftinate  and  ani^ry 
rixuggle  of  each  to  fupport  his  owii.  In- truth,  tl^e 
authority  of  the  Imperial  Lieutenants  gained  the 
predominance,  either  through  their  long  continu- 
ance in  office  ;  or  probably  becaufe  men  in  lower 
i(lations  are  more  bufy  and  folicitous  to  emulate 
thofe  above  them  ;  whilll  all  the  Proconfuls  moft 
Cgnal  for  eminence  and  quality,  confulted  their  own 
fecurity  and  felf-prefervation  much  more  carefully 
than  the  maintenance  of  their  JLuifdicI ion. 

At  the  prefent  juniSture  the  Legion  in  Africa  was 
commanded  by  Valerius  Fed  us,  a  young  man  mag- 
jjificent  and  profufe,  one  who  entertained  very  af- 
piring  defigns,  and  indeed  laboured  under-  great 
anxiety  becaufe -of  his  near  affinity  to .  Vitellius. 
Whether  in  the  frequent  converfations  which  he 
had  with  Pifo,  he  tempted  him  to  public  innova- 
2  tions. 
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tions,  or  rejected  fuch  temptation  from  Plfo,  is  a 
matter  of  uncertainty ;  fince  at  thefe  their  private 
interviews  no  man  was  prefent,  and  after  the  aflaf- 
fination  of  Pifo,  the  mod  part  inclined  to  judge 
favourably  of  the  man  who  had  flain  him.  Doubted 
it  is  not,  that  the  temper  of  the  Province,  and  of 
the  foldiery  in  it,  was  averfe  to  Vefpafian.  More- 
over certain  of  Vitelliur/s  party,  having  efcaped  from 
Rome,  ftrongly  reprefented  to  Pifo,  '  That  all  the 

*  Provinces  of  Gaul  were  fluduating  and  difafFevfl:- 

*  ed ;  Germany  was  prepared   and  bent  to  efpoufe 

*  him ;  his  own    peril?  were  evident   and  urging  ; 

*  and,   in    a  dubious   and  fufpe^^ed  peace,  fafer  it 

*  was  to  have  recourfe  to  war.'  During  thefe  tran- 
fa61ions,  Claudius  Sagitta,  Commander  of  the  Squa- 
dron of  horfe  entituled  Petrina,  embarking  for 
Africa,  and  forwarded  by  a  quick  pafTage,  arrived 
there  before  Papirius  the  Centurion,  one  difpatched 
thither  by   Mucianus.     Sagitta  averred,  *  That  to 

*  the  Centurion  a  warrant  was  given  for  putting 

*  Pifo  to  death  ;  that  already  Galerianus,  his  near 

*  kinfman  and  daughter's  hufband,  had  fufFered  his 
«  laft  doom  ;  and  only  by  adventuring  upon  fome 
«  bold  effort  could  he  hope  to  fave  his  own  life. 
'  To  purfue  fuch  an  adventure  two  courfes  were 

*  offered  to  his  choice,  either  inftantly  to  afTume 

*  arms,  or  to  take  {hipping  for  Gaul,  and  there 

*  prefent  himfelf  as  a  leader  to  the  armies  of  Vi- 
<  tellius.'  Whilfl:  to  all  thefe  reafonings  Pifo  con- 
tinued perfectly  deaf  and  inflexible,  the  Centuriont 
fent  from  Mucianus  arrived  ;  nor  had  he  fooner 
reached  the  port  of  Carthage  but  with  a  mighty 
voice  he  proclaimed  how  all  things  continued  pro- 
pitious to  Pifo,  and  even  that  he  was  raifed  to  the 
Empire.  Nay,  whomfoever  he  met,  all  afronifhed 
at  a  revolution  fo  fudden  and  wonderful,  he  preffed 
to  utter  in  loyal  fhouts  the  fame  glad  tidings  and 
congratulations..    Forthwidi  into  the  place  of  pub- 
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lie  riiTemblies  rufhed  the  populace,  ever  ill-judging 
a'pn]  credulous,  and  required  that  they  might  fee 
r'iio.  With  rejoicing  and  acclamations  every  place 
If  refunded  ;  To  little  curious  were  they  to  learn  the 
truth,  and  fuch  was  their  abandoned  appetite  to  flat- 
ter. Pifo,  either  influenced  by  the  intelligence  from 
Suj^itta,  or  reftrained  by  his  natural  modefly,  went 
not  forth  to  appear  in  public,  nor  fufFered  himfelf 
to  be  accolied  with  the  greetings  and  acclamations 
jof  the  crowd  Having  bcfides  fifted  the  Centurion, 
2s  foon  as  he  difco\ered,  that  the  whole  was  a  plot  for 
drawing  him  into  treafon,  and  that  his  murder  was 
intended,  he  commanded  him  to  be  executed.  Nor 
to  this  was  he  (o  much  prompted  by  any  hopes  of 
thence  faving  his  own  life,  as  by  his  abhorrence  of 
the  ?J].iiiin  j  for  that  this  very  man,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  murderers  of  Clodius  Macer,  brought 
thf  fane  hands  yet  dyed  in  the  blood  of  a  Gene- 
ral, to  dip  them  again  in  that  of  a  Proconful.  Hav- 
ing then  by  an  edi<^,  conceived  in  a  ftile  of  much 
gFief,  reprimanded  the  people  of  Carthage,  he  for- 
bore even  the  ordinary  fun(iVions  of  his  office,  con- 
tinuing diut  up  at  home,  to  avoid  all  occafion,  how- 
ever fortuitous,  of  ralfing  any  frefh  infurredion. 

But,  as  foon  as  Feftus  was  apprized  of  the  dif- 
jyiay  amongfl:  the  populace,  of  the  execution  of  the 
Centurion,  with  other  tranfa6^ions,  fome  true,  fome 
falfc,  all  heightened  according  to  the  ufual  amplifica- 
tions of  common  fan^e,  he  forth  with  difpatched  a  party 
cf  horfe  to  flay  Pifo.  Thefe  flew  with  rapidity, 
and  before  the  morning  had  quit^  dawned,  forced 
the  houfe  of  the  Proconful  with  fwords  drawn. 
Nay  the  major  part  were  fl:rangers  to  the  perfon 
of  Pifo  ;  fince,  for  perpe'.rating  this  murder,  P>ftui 
had  chofen  certain  Punic  Auxiliaries  and  Moors. 
Not  far  from  his  chamber  they  h  ppened  to  meet 
one  of  his  flaves,  and  afking  him  who  he  was,  de- 
fircd  him  withal  to  fliew  them  where  to  find  Pifo. 

The 
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The  flave  anfwering  with  a  glorious  falQiood,  de-r- 
chred  himfelf  to  be  Hifo,  and  was  inftantly  butcher- 
ed. Prefentty  after  they  afTaiTmated  Pifo  ;  for 
amongft  them  was  a  man  who  knew  him,  even- 
Bebius  Mafia,  one  of  the  Imperial  Procurators  in- 
Africa,  he  who  was  already  a  bufy  inftrument  to 
deftroy  every  excellent  perfon,  and  will  frequently 
recur  to  be  mentioned  amongft  the  caufes  of  the 
calamities  which  we  afterwards  endured.  Feftus 
now  removing  from  Adrumetum,  where  he  ha«l' 
refted  to  learn  the  ifiue,  proceeded  to  the  Legion, 
and  gave  orders  for  commrtting  to  bonds  the  Camp 
Marfhal,  Cetronius  Pifanus,  purely  to  avenge  a 
perfonal  enmity  -,  but  openly  charged  him  as  a' 
minifter  and  confederate  of  Pifo.  Upon  certain 
foldiers  too,  and  particular  Centurions,  he  beftow- 
ed  chaftifemcnts  ;  to  others  of  them  he  miniftered 
rewards;  proceeding  in  both  from  no  regard  to 
juflice  or  defert,  but  only  like  one  who  would 
daim  the  praife  of  having  fupprefTed  a  war.  There- 
after he  extinguifhed  the  difienfions  between  the 
CEenfians  and  Leptitanians,  fuch  as  at  firft  were 
•  occafioned  by  the  pillaging  of  grain  and  cattle  from' 
the  peafants,  and  from  beginnings  (o  fmall,  rofe  to 
public  armaments  and  combats.  For  the  CEenfians, 
who  were  fewer  and  inferior,  had  roufed  the  Ga- 
ramantes  to  their  fuccour,  a  nation  fierce  and  wild, 
and,  amongft  the  circumiacent  people,  famous  for 
continual  rooberics.  Hence  the  Leptitanians  be- 
came furcly  prefled  ;  iiifomuch  that  their  territories 
being  on  every  fide  laid  v/afle,  they  were  confined 
within  their  walled  Towns,  and  even  there  urged 
with  fear  and  diftrefs,  till  by  the  opportune  arrival 
of  our  bands  of  foot  an;i  horfe,  the  Garamantes 
were  put  to  flight,  and  all  the  fpoil  recovered,  ex- 
cept what  feme  of  the  plunderers  draggling  from 
the  main  body  had  carried  away  to  their  huts 
P  4  amonglt 
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amongfl;  the  inacceffible  defarts,  and  fold  to  fuch  as 
lived  in  places  far  remote. 

Now  Vefpafian  when  he  had  already  received 
news  of  the  vi6^ory  at  Cremona,  already  joyful  ti- 
ings  from  all  quarters,  found  many  of  all  ranks 
and  degrees  daily  arriving  from  Italy  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  fate  and  fall  of  Vitellius.  For,  with 
equal  boldnefs  and  good  fortune,  they  had  adven- 
tured to  pafs  the  fea  amidfl:  the  dangers  and  horrors 
of  winter.  Upon  him  there  alfo  attended  Ambaf- 
fadors  from  Vologefus  King  of  Parthia,  with  of- 
fers to  aflift  him  with  forty  thoufand  Parthian  horfe. 
A  matter  of  great  glory,  and  great  pleafure  to  be 
courted  to  accept  fuccours  fo  mighty  from  thefe  al- 
lies, and  not  to  want  them.  To  Vologefus  thanks 
were  returned,  with  diredions,  that  he  fhould  fend 
AmbafTadors  to  the  Senate,  and  be  made  acquainted 
that  the  Commonwealth  v/as  re-eftablifhed  in  peace. 
Vefpafian,  whilft  he  was  bending  all  his  thoughts 
towards  Italy,  and  the  affairs  of  Rome,  heard  evil 
and  unpleafmg  reports  concerning  Domitian,  '  That 

*  he  afTumed  more  than  became  the  green nefs  of 

*  his  years,  and  exceeded  the  bounds  and  character 

*  fuitable  to  a  fon  only.'  He  therefore  committed 
to  Titus  the  principal  forces  of  this  army,  in  -order 
to  finifh  what  remained  of  the  war  againft  the  Jews-. 
Of  I'itus  it  was  faid,  that  ere  he  departed  from  his 
father,  he  pleaded   with  him  in   a   long  difcourfe, 

*  to  beware  of  being  rafhly  incenfed  by  intelligence 

*  from    fuch   as    brought   criminal    reprefentations. 

*  Towards  his  own  fon  it  were  but  juft  to  bear  a 

*  fpirit  of  gentlenefii,  free  from  all  prejudice.      Nor 

*  from  Fleets,  nor  from  Legions  were  fuch  power- 
'  ful   bulwarks   and   certain  fecurity   found  for  the 

*  fupportof  Imperial  Dignity.^  as  from  a  numerous 
'  iffue   \n   the  imperial   Houfi^     Our  friends  grew 

*  diniini/hed  Vrith  time  ;  they   often  deferted   us  to 

follow 
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'  follow  Fortune,  fometimes  renounced  us  through 
'  defires  which  we  could  not  gratify,,  or  through 
'  fuch  millakes  as  we  could  not  forefee  :  But  from. 
'  his  own  blood  no  man  could  be  fevered  ;  Princes 
'  above  all  men,  could  not^  they  who  in  their  good 

*  fortune  had  others  alfo  to  partake  with  them  ; 
'  whilft  to  the  neareft   i-n  kindred    it  immediately 

*  appertained  to   bear  their  adverfities.     In    truth,, 

*  even  between  brothers  concord  and  unanimity 
'  would    not   prove  lailing,  where  their    commort 

*  parent  fet  them  not  firft  an  example.'  Vefpafian^ 
who  by  this  reafoning  was  not  fo  much  reconciled 
to  Domitian,  as  charmed  with  the  tender  afFe6i:ion 
of  Titus,  willed  him  '  to    be   of  good   chear^  and 

*  to  ftudy  aggrandizing  the  Commonweal  by  war> 
'  and  the  exercife  of  arms  :  It  fliould  be  his  owq 
'  tafiC  to  enfure   public    peace,  and  that   of  hisfa- 

*  mily.'  He  then  put  under  fail  all  his  nimbleit 
veflels  laden  with  grain,  though  the  fea  continued 
ftill  boifterous  and  high.  For  fuch  was  the  mighty 
danger  and  extremity  which  then  threatened  and 
alarmed  Rome,  that  in  all  the  public  ftores  there 
remained  not  above  ten  days  provifion  of  corn,,  when 
the  fupply  miniilered  by  Vefpafian  arrived. 

The  care  and  office  of  reftoring  the  Capitol  he 
beftowed  upon  Lucius  Veftinus,  one  in  rank  no 
higher  than  that  of  the  Equeftrian  Order,  but  in 
public  credit  and  eltimation  held  amongft  the  firft- 
Lords  of  Rome.  By  him  were  aiTembled  the  Sooth- 
fayers,  who  diredled,  '  That  the  remains  of  the 
'  former  Temple  (hou Id  be  removed  from  thence 
'  into  the  marfhes  :  Upon  the  fame  foundations  the 

*  new  one  fhould  be  raifed  :  For  its  ancient  form- 
'  was  what  the  Deities  forbad  to  be  varied/  Upc^^ 
the  twenty-firfl  of  June,  a  day  which  proved  bright 
and  fine,  the  whole  fpace  of  groajid  fet  apart  for 
the  Temple  was  inclofed  with  a  cin<5lure  of  facred 
£JJets  and  chaplets.    Into  the  circle  palTed  fuch  fol- 

P  5  ik^s 
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diers  as  were  diftinguifhed  by  names  which  were 
efteemed  aufpicious,  bearing  in  their  hands  boughs  of 
the vitSlorious  laurel.  NexttheVeftal  Virgins,  accom- 
panied by  a  train  of  children  male  and  female,  fuch 
as  had  fathers  and  mothers  yet  living,  befprinkled 
and  purified  the  place  with  water  drawn  from  the 
neighbouring  fprings,  and  running  ftreams.  Then 
Helvidius  Prifcus  the  Praetor,  preceded  by  Plautius 
^lianus  the  Pontif,  fan6iified  the  floor  with  the  fa- 
crifice  of  a  Swine,  a  Sheep,  aad  a  Bull ;  and  la\  - 
ing  the  entrails  upon  a  fod  of  earth,  invoked  '  Ju- 

*  piter,  Juno,   Minerva,  and  all  the  tutelar  Deities 

*  of  the  Empire,  that  they  would  profper  the  un- 
'  dertakingj  that  with   their  might,  and  influence 

*  divine,  they  would  advance  and  crown  thefe  their 

*  own   manfions,  begun  by  the  zeal  and  piety  of 

*  men.'  Having  thus  prayed,  he  reached  his  hands 
to  the  ftrings,  to  which  was  faftened  a  fouruJation- 
ftone  with  the  ropes  to  draw  it  j  and  inftantly  all 
the  other  Magiftrates  and  Pontifs,  the  Senators,  the 
Roman  Knights,  and  great  part  of  the  People,  joint- 
ly pulling,  with  common  zeal  and  univerfal  joy 
haled  the  vaft  ftone  to  its  place  Into  the  founda- 
tions on  all  hands  were  thrown  pieces  of  filver  and 
gold,  and  other  metal,  fuch  as  had  never  endured 
the  fire,    but  juft:   as  tliey   were  generated  in  the 

^fnine.  The  Sooth fayers,  in  truth,  had  given  pre- 
monition, '  That  neither  with  ftone  nor  with  gold 

*  ever  deffuied  to  other  purpofes,  the  work  (hould 

*  be  profaned.*  To  the  Temple  nothing  new  ex- 
cept height  was  added.  This  variation  alone  was 
declared  to  be  conformable  to  the  will  of  the  Deities; 
nay,  tliis  was  judged  wanting  to  the  magnificence 
of  the  former  Temple,  a  public  Stru^lure  intended 
to  contain  fuch  an  immenfe  multitude  of  men. 

The  death  of  Vitellius  the  while,  being  divulged 
tliioughout  Germajiy  and  Gaul,  redoubled  the  firy 

of 
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of  the  war  there.  For,  CIvHis  throwing  ofF  all 
difguifcs,  rufhed  into  avowed  hoftilities  agPvinft  the 
Roman  People.  The  Vitellian  Legions  would  ra- 
ther fubmit  even  to  fervitude  from  ftrangers,  than 
bear  the  Sovereignty  of  Vefpafian.  The  Gauls  be- 
came fpirited  v/ith  mighty  hopes  and  afliirance,  as 
they  imagined  that  in  all  countries  our  armies  were 
yielding  to  the  fame  evil  fortune.  For  a  rumour 
flew,  that  '  by  hods  of  Barbarians  from  Sarmatia 

*  and  Ducia,  our  winter  encampments  in  Mosfia 
•and  Pannonia  were  then  befieged.'  The  fame 
diftrefs  we  were  faid,  without  ground,  to  be  fuffer- 
ing  in  Britain.  But  nothing  fo  ftrongly  moved  them 
to  believe  the  difTolution  of  the  Empire  to  be  at 
hand,  as  the  burning  of  the  Capitol.     '  The  City, 

*  they  faid,  had  of  old  been  taken  by  the  Gauls ; 
'  but  the  manfion  of  Jove  having  efcaped,  the  Em- 
'  pire  had  thence  continued  to  fubfift.'  The  Druids 
too,  acfluated  by  an  impulfe  altogether  fuperfHtlous 
and  idle,  chanted  vain  Oracles,  '  That  to  the  na- 

*  tions  beyond  the  Alps,  the  rule  and  controulment 
'  of  human-kind  were  thus  divinely  portended.'     It 
was  moreover  bruited  abroad  by  flying  fame,  that' 
the  Grandees  of  Gaul,  they  who  were  fent  by  Otho  ■■ 
againft  his  competitor  Vltellius,  had  mutually  com- 
bined  before  their  departure,  '  not  to  far!  of  at- 

*  tempting  the  recovery  of  their  liberty,  if  thieRo- 

*  man  People,  through  fuch  fucceffive  civil  wars,. 

*  and  repeated  calamrties,  came  once  to  be  enfeebled 

*  and  broken.' 

Before  the  murder  of  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  there 
occurred  no  incident  whence  any  confpiracy  might 
be  learnt.  After  his  aflaflination,  conftant  com- 
munication and  interagents  pafled  between  Civilis 
and  Claflicus,  who  commanded  the  Squadron  of 
Treverian  horfe.  In  noblenefs  and  wealth  Claflicus 
furpaffed  all  thofe  of  his  country :  His  defcent  was 
royal,  and  fignal  had  been  the  luflre  of  his  race  29 
P  6  well 
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well  in  peace  as  in  war.  He  himielf  made  his  boafts, 
that  by  his  anceftors  he  was  rather  an  enemy  to  the 
Roman  People,  than  an  affiftant  and  ally.  With 
him  there  aiTociated  Julius  Tutor,  and  Julius  Sa- 
blnus,  this  'one  of  the  Lingones,  the  former  one 
of  the  Treverians.  Tutor  had  been  preferred  by 
Vitellius  to  the  charge  of  guarding  the  Rhine.  Sa- 
binus,  befides  that  he  was  a  man  naturally  vain, 
was  intoxicated  and  inHamed  with  the  imaginary 
glory  of  a  fiditious   defcent,    '  as   if  to  his  great 

*  grandmother,  the  deified  Julius  Ca^far,  then  war- 

'  ingin  Gaul,  had  proved  an  admirer  and  adulterer.' ' 
Thefe  three,  in  conferences  fecretly  held,  founded  the 
minds  of  the  refl".  Then,  having  engaged  as  accom- 
plices fuch  whom  they  judged  proper,  they  afTcmbled 
together  in  a  private  houfe  at  Cologn  ;  for  in  general 
that  City  detefted  fuch  defigns.  Yet  in  the  cabal  were 
prefent  certain  Ubians  and  Tungriai  s.  But  amongft. 
the  Treverians, and  theLingones,  was  found  theprin- 
cjpal  weight  andfway.  Nor  could  they  brook  any  de- 
lay occafioned  by  debating  and  confulting:  With  one 
common  confent  and  emulation  they  proclaimed, 

*  That  the  Romans  were  poiTefled  with  the  mad- 

*  nefs  of  inteftine  rage,  and  deilroying  one  another  j 

*  the  Legions  were  fiaughtered,  Italy  laid  defolate, 

*  nay,  Rome  itfelf  taken  by  violence ;  all  the  Ro*- 

*  man  armies  engaged,    each   in   a  different  war^ 

*  Now,  were  the  Alps  fecured,  and  their  pafles  de- 

*  fended  by  garrifons,  and  public  liberty  once  fully 

*  re-eftablifhed,  the  people  of  Gaul  might  then  de- 
^  liberate  how  far  they  would  chufe  to  pufh  and  ex- 
^  tend  their  own  power.' 

At  once  pronounced  and  approved  were  thefe  al- 
legations. The  only  hefitation  which  occurred, 
Avas  how  to  difpofe  of  the  refidue  of  the  Vitellian 
army.  Many  prppofed  to  mafTacre  all,  as  men  al- 
together turbulent,  altogether  faithlefs,  and  conta- 
Iftinated  wich  the  blgod  of  their  Generals.    But 

more 
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more  prevalent  was  the  confideration  offered  for 
fparing  them,  '  left  upon  feeing  theinfelves  bereft 
'  of  all  hopes  of  mercy,  defpair  fhould  roufe  them 
'  to  vigour   and  vengeance.     They  were  rather  Co 

*  be  gently  ufed,  and  thus  intrced  into  tlie  confede- 
'  racy.  Were  only  the  Commanders  of  the  Lq^ 
'  gions   put  to  the  fvvord,  the  mere  crowd,  then 

*  deftitute  cf  a  head,  confcious  of  their  guilt  and 
'  crimes,  and  hoping  for  impunity,  would  eafily  he 
'  brought  to  join.'  This  was  the  fubftance  of  their 
£rft  confultation  j  and  into  all  the  Regions  of  Gaul 

[incendiaries  were  difpatched  to  roufe  them  to  war. 
To  Vocula  the  while  the  acconnplices  feigned  per- 
fect obfequioufnefs  and  duty,  thence  to  furprize  and 
overwhelm  him  unprepared  Yet  neither  were  there 
wanting  fome  to  apprize  him  of  the  confpiracy. 
But  what  he  wanted  was  force  to  reprefs  the  con- 
fpirators ;  for  thin  of  men  were  his  Legions,  and 
void  of  faith  his  men.  Thus,  between  the  faui- 
tering  faith  of  his  own  foldiers,  and  a  combination 
of  fecret  enemies,  he  deemed  it  the  fureft  expedient 
in  his  prefent  diftrefs,  to  exercife  diffimulation  alfb 
in  his  turn,  and  to  purfue  the  fame  artifices  wirli 
which  he  was  purfued.  With  this  view  he  repaired 
toCologn.  Thither  fled  Claudius  Labeo,  who  hav- 
ing, as  I  have  related,  been  taken  and  fent  under 
ward  to  Frifia,  to  be  there  remote  from  the  con- 
vention holden  in  Batavia,  had  efcaped  by  corrupt- 
ing his  guard.  He  now  offered,  <  were  he  furnifh- 
'  ed  with  a  band  of  men,  to  march  into  the  ter- 

*  ritories  of  the  Batavians,  and  recover  the  princi- 
. '  pal  part  of  their  State  to  the  intereft  and  alliance 

'  of  the  Romans.'  Having  therefore  received  a 
moderate  force  of  cavalry  and  foot,  he  only  induced 
fome  Nervians  and  Betafians  to  take  arms,  and 
againft  the  Batavians  ventured  not  upon  the  leafl 
attempt.    He  likewife  over-ran  the  Caninefates  and 

Marfa- 
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Marfacians,  in  truth  rather  by  furprize,  and  feats 
of  plunder,  than  by  re<;uJar  war. 

Vocula,  incited  and  mifled  by  the  treacherous 
Gauls,  advanced  dired^ly  againft  the  enemy.  He 
was  already  near  the  ancient  encampment,  when 
Claflicus  and  Tutor,  under  colour  of  learning  the 
motions  of  the  eneiny,  marched  forward  before  the 
hoft,  and  at  an  interview  with  the  German  Lead- 
ers, ratified  their  mutual  compad^.  Then  feparat- 
jng  from  the  Legions  for  the  ftrft  time,  they  raifed 
a  trench  apart,  and  encamped  by  themfelves,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  adjurations  of  Vocula,  who  urged 
with  earneftnefs,  '  That  furely  the  Roman  State  was 

*  not  fo  much  rent  and  diftrefied  by  all  her  civil 
rf  Wars,  as  to  become  the  fcorn  of  even  the  Tre- 

*  verians  and  Lingones  To  the  Romans  ftill  re- 
<  mained  rnany  faithful  Provinces,  vidtorious  Ar- 
«  mies,  the  Fortune  of  the  Empire,  and  the  Gods 

*  armed  with  vengeance  in  their  behalf.      Thus-  had 

*  Sacrovir  fallen,  in  times  paft,  together  with  the 

*  revolting  i^duans  ;  thus  more  lately  had  Vindex 

*  and  the  Gauls,  fo  many  foes  in  fo  many  encoun- 

*  ters.     Now  again  muft  they  who  thus  wantorly 

*  violated  the  facred  bonds  of  leagues,  expetSt  the 

*  fame  heavy  doom,  with   the  wrath  of  the  fame 

*  angry  Deities.     Better  than  the  late  Emperors 

*  had  the  deified  Julius,  better  too  had   the  deified 

*  Auguflus  known  their  fpirit.  The  benignity  of 
«  Galba,  and  redu(flion  of  their  tribute,  had  but 

*  infpired  them  with  freOi  malignity,  and  hoftile 
*»  defigns.     Becaufe  they  had  been  holden  in  gentle 

*  fubjedtion,  they  had  now  rccourfe  to  open  en- 

*  mity.     As  foon  as  they  were  routed,  facked,  and 

*  impoveriflied,  they  would  again  be  our  friends.' 
When  with  great  afperity  and  vehemence  he  had 
uttered  thcfe  exprc  flions,  and  afterwards  perceived 
that  ClafTicus  and    Tutor  perfcvered  in  their  defec- 

•  tion  and  treafon,  he  returned  back  again,  and  pro- 
4  ceeded 
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cecded  to  Novefium.  Two  miles  diftant  from  thence 
the  Gauls  pitched  in  the  open  fields.  Thither  in- 
celTantly  refortcd  our  foldiers  and  Centurions,  and 
there  their  venal  fpirits  were  purchafed  at  a  price. 
They  even  bargained  to  perpetrate  an  abomination 
prodigious  and  new,  that  they,  a  Roman  Army, 
fhould  fwear  folemn  fealty  to  Foreigners  ;  nay,  give 
earneft  of  an  iniquity  fo  huge  and  flagrant,  by 
fhedding  the  blood  of  their  General  Officers,  or  by 
delivering  th.m  up  under  chains.  V^ocula,  though 
by  many  perfuaded  to  fly,  judged  it  becoming  him 
to  dare  danger,  and  therefore  allembling  the  fol- 
die'y,  reafoned  on  this  wife : 

'  Upon  no  occafion  have  I  ever  entertained  you 
'  with  any  difcourfe  of  mine,  either  under  higher 
'  anxiety  for  you,  or  greater  calm  and  fecurity  with- 
'  in  myfelf.  For,  that  againil:  me  you  have  con- 
'  certed  a  tragical  doom,  is  v/hat  I  hear  with  chear- 
'  fulnefs,  and  amidfl:  fo  many  calamities  from  our 
'  enemies,  await  death  as  the  welcome  clofe  and 

*  ifllie  of  my  miferies.  But  for  you  I  am  filled 
'  with  (hame,  filled  with  compaflion  ;  you  who  are 
'  now  threatened  by  no  impending  combat,  you 
'  againft  whom  no   hoft  is   now  arrayed.      Since 

*  this,  in  truth,  were   no  more  than  the  ordinafry 

*  lot  of  arms,  no  more  than  the  univerfal  ufage  of 

*  hoftile  armies.     Alas'   with  your  hands  and  fwords 

*  ClaflRcus  hopes  to  n^aintain  a  war  againft  the  Ro- 

*  man  People :  Nay,  he  boafts  a  new  Empire  of 

*  the  Gauls,  and  that  thither  your  allegiance  is 
'  transferred.     Suppofe  Fortune  has  at  prefent  fail- 

*  ed  you,  and  your  bravery  forfaken  you  ;  are  there 
'  not  examples  of  old  to  roufe  you,  how  often  the 

*  Roman  Legions  made  it  their  choice  rather  to 
^  perifh  than  to  be  driven  from  the  poft  which  they 

*  were  to  maintain  ?  Often  have  even  our  confede- 
'  rates  endured,  upon  our  account,  to  have  their 
'  native  cities  facked  and  overthrowAj  endured  to 

•  be 
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'  be  burnt  themfelves,  witli  their  tender  wives  and 
children,    in    one   common    conflagration      Nor 

*  other  confideration  had  they  for  fufFering  a  fate 
fo  tragical,  than  to  preferve  inviolate  their  faith, 
and  their   fame.     Signal  at  this  inftant  is  the  pa- 

'  tience  exercifed  by  our  own  Legions  at  the  an- 
cient encampment :  They  are  prefled  with  fa- 
mine, pre/Ted  with  a  fiege ;  yet  flill  perfift  un- 
fhaken   by  alarming  terrors,  or  by  alluring  pro- 

*  mi'es.     To  us  here,  befides  the  ftrength  of  men, 

*  and  arms,  befides  the  defence  and  noble  bulwarks 
of  our  Camp,  there  remain  (tores  of  grain,  ftores 

*  of  provifion,  fuch  as  would  lail  even  during  a 
long  war.     Treafure  was  lately  found,  abundant 

*  to  difcharge  even  the  public  Donative ;  which,, 
whether  you  chufe  to  conftrue  it  as  prefented  by 

*  Verpafian,  or   by   Vitellius,  is  furely   a  largefs  to 

*  you  from  the  Roman  Emperor.  For  you  who 
have  proved  vidorious  in  fo  many  wars,  for  you 
who  have  fo  often  routed  the  enemy,  at  Gelduba, 

*  at  the  ancient  encampment,  in  fo  many  encoun- 
ters, to  dread  coming  to  a   combat  were  indeed 

*  degenerate  and  unworthy  :  Yet,  if  you  fear  it, 
you  may  avoid  it.     You  have  ramparts  and  wails, 

*  and  there  are  ftratagems  for  gaining  time,  ti-ll 
from  the  adjacent  Provinces  bodies  of  Auxiliaries 

*  and  compleat  Armies  arrive  at  once  to  relieve  us. 
Be  it  fo,  that  in  me  you  find  ground  for  diftafte  : 

*  You  have  ftill  other  General  Oflicers,  you  have 
your  Tribunes  ;    nay,  there  are  Centurions,  or 

*  even  common  Men,  whence  to  make  choice. 
Only  let  not  a  ilory  fo  monftrous  be  divulged  oyer 

*  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  Civilis  and  Clafficus 

*  are  invading  Italy  with  you  for  their  champions 
'  and  fupport.  Were  the  Germans  and  Gauls  to 
«  lead  you  againft   the  walls  of  Rome,  would  you 

*  indeed  like  public  enemies  fight  againft  your  Coun- 

*  try  ?  Horror  feizes  my  foul  whilfl  to  myfelf  I  repre- 

^  fent 
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'  fent  an  abomination  To  euormous  and  fliocking. 
'  For  Tutor,  a  Treverian,  as  for  a  Roman  Gene- 
'  ra),  fliall  nightly  guards  be  pompoufly  pofted  ? 
'  Shall  a  Batavlan  give  the  word  in  the  Camp,  a 
'  Batavian  the  fignal  for  battle  ?  Will  you  fupply, 
'  as  recruits,  the  German  hofts  ?  What  will  prove 
'  the  end  of  fuch  unr.atural  wickednefs  ?  When 
^  againft  you  the  Roman  Legions  fhall  advance  emr 
'  battled,  will  you  then,  from   having  deferted  to 

*  the  enemy,  defert  back  again  ?  Of  old  traitors  to 

*  the  Empire,    will   you  become   new  traitors  to 

*  your  prefent  friends,  and  thus  diftracted  and  in- 

*  tangled  between  old  oaths  and  nev/,  be  miferably 

*  agitated   to  and  fro  by  oppofite  inclinations  and 

*  ties,  purfued  all  the  while  by  the  vengeance  of 

*  the  angry  Deities  ?  Upon  thee,  O  Jupiter^  all 
'  Good,  all  Great,  upon  thee  whofe  glory  during 
'  a  tracSl  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty  years,  we 
'  have  by  the  celebration  of  fo  many  triumphs  pur- 
*■  fued;  as  alfo  upon  thee,  Romulus^  Parent  of  Rome, 
'  I  with  adoration  call,  that  if  it  be  not  your  wiU 
'  that  under  my  command  this  Camp  be  preferved 
'  from  all  profanation  and  ftain,  at  leaft  fufrer  it 

*  not  to  be  vitiated  and  unhallowed  by  Tutor  and 
'  Clafficus.     To  the  Roman  foldiers  grant  hearts 

*  intirely  innocent,  or  timely  and  guiltiefs  remorfe.'  ■ 

Various  was  the  reception  which  this  fpeech  found, 
according  to  the  different  operations  of  hope,  and 
fear  and  fhame  in  the  hearers.  Vocula,  having 
retired,  was  preparing  to  put  a  prefent  period  to 
his  life,  but  by  his  freedmen  and  flaves  reftraiireij 
from  preventing  with  his  ovv^n  hands  an  impending 
death  altogether  ignominious.  Moreover  Clafncus 
haftened  his  murder  by  the  means  of  /Emilius  Lon- 
ginus,  a  deferter  from  the  firft  Legion,  purpofely 
fent.  Upon  Herennius  and  Numifius,  Command- 
ers of  Legion,  he  judged  it  fulHcient  to  inflicfl  no 
more   than  bonds.     After  tliis  he   paiTed   into  the 

Camp, 
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Camp,  invefted  with  the  decorations  of  a  Roman 
Ruler.  But  even  Ciaflicus,  though  hardened  to  all 
feats  of  iniquity,  found  words  arid  elocution  to  fail 
him,  nor  could  he  do  more  than  juft  recite  the  new 
oath.  All  who  were  prefent  fwore  allegiance  to 
the  Ibvereigniy  and  empire  of  the  Gauls.  Upon 
the  murderer  of  Vocula  he  conferred  a  higher  rank 
in  the  fervice,  and  upon  others  proper  rev/ards,  ac- 
cording as  each  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  deeds  of 
infamy.  Between  Tutor  and  Clafficus  was  Hured 
the  charge  of  adminlftring  the  v/ar.  Tutor  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  band  begirt  Cologn,  and  obliged 
the  inhabitants  to  take  the  fame  oath,  as  he  did  all 
the  fold  iers  who  lay  further  up  the  Rhine:  For  at 
Magontiacum  the  Tribunes  and  Camp-Marflial 
having  refufed  it,  the  former  he  flew,  the  ot'.erhe 
drove  from  thence.  Clafficus  culling  out  every 
the  moft  notorious  profligate  from  amongft  thofe 
who  had  gone  over  to  the  enemy,  ordered  them 
to  '  proceed  to  the  ancient  encampment,  and  upon 

*  the  men  befieged  there  to  prefs  the  tempting  offer 

*  of  full  pardon  and  mercy,  if  they  would  comply 

*  with  the  prefent  meafures :  otherwifc,  they  had 

*  no  refource  of  hope.     Devouring  famine,  and  the 

*  raging  fword,  with  the  laft  and  mofl  unrelenting 

*  miferies,  was  what  they  muft  expc6l  and  endure/ 
To  this  mefTage  they  who  were  fent  added  the  argu- 
ment and  influence  of  their  own  example. 

Hither  and  thither  the  befieged  found  thcmfclves 
fwayed  between  honour  and  ignominy,  here  infpir- 
ed  by  fliith  and  duty,  there  urged  by  pinchinj';  want. 
During;  this  their  hefiiation  their  provifions  failed 
them,  not  only  the  ordinary,  but  even  fuch  as  were 
extraordinary.  For,  ha\'ing  quite  confunied -n  food 
their  horfes,  their  beads  of  burden,  and  other  ani- 
mals, which,  however  abominable  and  impure,  ne* 
cefTity  had  converted  into  ufe  and  fuitenance  ;  they 
at  laft  fupported  themlelves  by  plucking  flirubs  and 

plants. 
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plants,  and  picking  the  herbs  which  fprouted 
amongft  the  ftones  of  t"  e  walls  -,  and  indeed  ihcwed 
themfclves  glaring  inftances  of  wretchednefs  and 
patience  ;  till  upon  fo  much  glory  they  brought 
a  foul  (lain  by  an  ifTije  very  infamous,  in  fending 
deputies  to  Civilis  to  implore  their  lives.  Neither 
were  thefe  their  fupplications  received  till  they  had 
firft  fworn  homage  and  fidelity  to  the  Gauls.  He 
flipulated  for  the  plunder  of  the  Camp,  then  af- 
figned  guards  to  detain  and  fecure  the  money,  Haves 
and  baggage,  with  others  for  a  convoy  to  the  men, 
who  were  departing  thus  divefted  of  all.  When 
they  had  travelled  about  five  miles,  the  Germans 
rufhed  upon  them,  and  aflailed  them  in  their  march, 
utterly  unapprized  of  danger.  All  the  remarkably 
brave  fell  fighting  upon  the  fpot ;  many  were  flain 
flying  and  difperfed.  The  remainder  fltd  back  to 
the  Camp.  It  muft  be  ov/ned,  Civilis  made  fore 
complaint,  and  upbraided  the  Germans,  '  That  by 

*  this  cruel  proceeding  th€y  had  violated  their  plight- 

*  ed  faith.'  Whether  fuch  rcfentment  were  feign- 
ed, or  whether  he  really  could  not  contain  thefe 
violent  men  delighting  in  blood,  is  a  doubt  not 
eafily  refolved.  When  they  had  facked  and  pil- 
laged the  Camp,  they  threw  in  fire-brands  and  fet 
it  on  a  blaze  ;  and  fuch  as  by  efcaping  furvived  the 
late  conflict,  were  every  man  now  devoured  by  the 
flames. 

Civilis,  who,  in  purfuance  of  a  barbarous  vow, 
had  fuffered  his  hair  to  grow  ever  fince  he  had  taken 
up  arms  againft  the  Romans,  having  now  accom- 
plifhed  the  flaughter  of  the  Legions,  cut  fhort  his 
long  locks,  lank  and  red.  Nay,  it  was  reported 
that  to  his  fon  yet  very  yo\ing  he  prefented  fome  of 
the  prifoners,  to  be  by  him  pierced  with  arrows 
(hot,  and  javelins  darted,  of  fuch  fize  as  was  fit 
for  the  diverfion  of  a  child.  For  the  reff,  he  nei- 
ther fwore  himfelf,  nor  made  any  Batavian  fwear 

fealty 


332  THE   HISTORY       Book  IV. 

fealty  to  the  Gauls  :  For  he  relied  upon  the  great 
power  of  the  Germans,  and  concluded,  that  (liould 
it  prove  neceflary  to  have  a  ftruggle  with  the  Gauls 
for  the  fupreme  rule,  he  himfelf  excelled  in  war- 
like renown,  and  had  fuperior  claim.  Mummius 
Lupercus,  Commander  of  a  Legion,  was,  with 
many  other  gifts,  fent  av/ay  to  be  prefented  to  Vg- 
leda,  a  virgin,  who  was  a  native  Eru6^erian,  and 
ruled  over  a  territory  of  wide  extent.  Such  is  the 
ancient  ufage  of  the  Germans,  as  they  imagine  that 
in  many  of  their  women  a  fpirit  of  divination 
dwells  ;  and,  as  fuperftition  i3  ever  progreflive  and 
growing,  they  come  to  think  them  Deities.  At 
that  very  jundture,  the  reverence  and  credit  of  Ve- 
leda  were  greatly  advanced ;  for  that,  to  the  Ger- 
mans fhe  had  prophefied  all  fuccefs,  and  to  our 
Legions  utter  deftru(5lion.  In  the  journey  thither 
Lupercus  w^s  flain  :  A  few  Tribunes  and  Centu- 
rions, fuch  as  had  been  born  in  Gaul,  were  faved 
and  referved  as  pledges  of  public  faith  and  alliance. 
The  winter  encampments  of  the  auxiliary  Cohorts, 
thofe  of  the  auxiliary  Horfe,  and  thofe  of  the  Le- 
gions, were  razed  and  burned  :  Indeed  none  were 
left  but  that  at  Magontiacum,  and  that  at  Vindo- 
nilTa. 

To  the  thirteenth  Legion,  as  alfo  to  the  auxiliary 
troops  which  had  with  it  gone  over  to  the  enemy, 
orders  were  given  to  retire  from  Novefium  into  the 
Colony  of  I  he  Treverians,  and  a  particular  day 
was  limited  for  their  leaving  the  Camp.  The  in-r 
terval  they  pafled  under  agitations  and  anxieties  ma- 
ny and  various.  Terrified  w  ere  all  the  moft  da- 
ftardly  by  the  fate  of  thofe  maffacred  at  the  ancient 
encamprnent.  The  more  valuable  part  were  flruck 
with  confufion,  and  a  fenfe  of  infamy,  when  they 
reflected,  '  What  kind  of  march  they  had  to  make, 

*  under  whofe  conduft  they   were  to  be  led  ;  and 

*  that  all  remained  in  the  mere  will  and  option  of 

'  fuch 
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'  fuch  as  they  had  over  themfclves  created  Lords  of 
«  Hfe  and  death.'  Others,  utterly  infc-nfible  of  any 
ftame  or  difgrace,  flowed  about  them  their  money, 
or  whatever  elfe  they  prized  moft.  Some  prepared 
their  arms,  and  accoutred  themfelves,  as  if  they  had 
been  proceeding  to  battle.  Whilil:  in  thefe  thoughts 
their  minds  were  employed,  the  hour  cf  their  de- 
jarture  came,  and  fadder  it  proved  than  their  own 
forrowful  prefages.  For,  within  the  circuit  of  the 
entrenchment  the  deformity  of  their  condition  was 
not  fo  manifeft  and  remarkable.  By  drawing  them 
out  into  the  fields,  under  the  open  day,  their  re- 
proach became  evident  and  notorious.  From  the 
flandards  were  taken  down  the  Images  of  the  Ro- 
man Emperors  :  The  Roman  Enfigns  were  neglect- 
ed and  obfcure,  while  on  every  Tide  were  fcen  re- 
fulgent the  Banners  of  the  Gauls.  In  heavy  fdence 
marched  the  wretched  hoft,  like  a  multitude  folem- 
nizing  a  funeral  in  a  train  long  and  mournful.  For 
their  Head  and  Leader  they  had  Claudius  SanCius, 
one  bereft  of  an  eye,  in  his  countenance  hideous 
and  truculent,  in  his  faculties  flill  more  defective 
and  impot&ftt.  The  ignomdny  became  redoubled 
by  the  acceflion  of  the  other  Legion,  who  had  eva- 
cuated their  Camp  at  Bonn.  Moreover,  as  the  ru- 
mour flew  that  the  Legions  were  led  captive,  all 
they  who  lately  trembled  at  the  bare  name  of  the 
Romans,  ran  impatiently  from  the  fields,  out  of 
their  hc3ures,  and  on  all  hands  flocked  in  crowds  to 
behold  a  fpectacle  thus  furprizing  and  new,  and  in- 
deed fhewed  themfelves  delighted  with  It  beyond 
meafure.  Thefe  rejoicings  and  infults  of  the  pe- 
tulant populace,  were  what  the  Squadron  of  horfq 
entitled  Picentina  could  not  bear :  b-o  that  defpifmg 
the  fair  promifes  of  Sandus,  as  well  as  his  menaces, 
they  went  off  directly  to  Magontlacum.  In  theii; 
way  they  happened  to  meet  Ldnginus,  (him  whq 
butchered  Vocula)  and  covering  the  afTafHn  with 

darts 
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darts  and  wounds,  they  thus  made  a  ftep  towards 
expiating  hereafter  their  own  faults  and  defediion. 
Hie  Legions,  without  offering  in  the  Jeaft  to  change 
their  rout,  proceeded,  and  encamped  under  the  walls 
of  the  Treverians. 

Civil  is  and  ClafTicus,  elated  with  a  torrent  of 
good  fortune,  had  it  under  deliberation,  whether  to 
refign  the  city  of  Cologn  to  he  Tacked  by  their  ar- 
mies. From  the  favagenefs  of  their  fpirit,  and  their 
avidity  of  plunder,  they  were  prompted  to  the  pil- 
lage and  deftru(£tion  of  the  town.  What  withftood 
them,  was  the  policy  of  war,  and  that  they  aimed 
at  the  renown  of  clemency,  fo  ufeful  and  impor- 
tant to  fuch  as  are  erecting  a  new  Empire.  Civilis 
too  was  foftened  by  the  memory  of  a  particular  ob- 
ligation, for  that,  upon  the  firft  rife  of. the  public 
combuftions,  the  people  of  that  Colony  having  feiz- 
ed  his  fon  amongft  them,  had  treated  him  under  his 
confinement  with  great  honour  and  courtefy.  But 
the  nations  beyond  the  Rhine  bore  towards  that 
city  notable  animofity  and  hate,  for  its  fignal  opu- 
lence and  increafe  :  Nor,  in  their  opinion,  could 
the  war  be  otherwife  ended,  than  by  rendering  it  a 
place  of  free  refort  to  all  Germans  in  common,  or 
by  laying  it  quite  waffe,  and  thence  difperfing  the 
whole  clan  of  the  Ubians.  TTie  TencSferians,  there- 
fore, a  people  feparated  from  Cologn  by  the  Rhine, 
fent  Deputies  thither,  with  orders  to  declare  their 
embafly  to  the  common  aiTembly  of  the  city  :  And 
in  the  following  ftrain  the  fterneitof  the  Deputies 
pronounced  it. 

'  For  your  return  into  the  name  and  community 

*  of  the  Germans,  we  prefent  our  thanks  to  our 

*  common  Deities,  and  to  Mars  the  principal  Deity. 

*  To  you  alfo  we  bring  congratulations,   that  at 

*  length  you  will  live  like  freemen  amongft  the  free. 

*  For,  till  now,  the  Romans  had  hemmed  in  lands 

*  and   rivers,  nay,  in  fome  fort,  the  very  air  and 
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'  fky,  purportlv  to  cut  off  all  communication  and 
'  inicrcoiirfe  between  you  and  us,  or  to  fubjcvft  us 
'  to  an  indignity  rcill  more  contumelious  to  men 
^   born  for  war,  that  of  coming  amongfl  you  ftrip- 

*  ed  of  our  arms,  as  it  were  almofi:  naked,  under 
'  a  c;uard,  and  obliged  to  pay  duty.  Now  in  or- 
'  der  to  have  this  our  mutual  friendfhip  fecured  and 
-*-  eftablifhed  for  ever,  we  defne  of  you  to  dcmoliflx 
^  thcfe  bonds  ajid  ramparts  of  your  Servitude,  the 
'  walls  of  your  v.  ity.  Even  bcaffs  that  are  na-. 
'  turallv   favage   and   wild     if  you   hold  them  con- 

*  fined,  are  brought  to  fo  get  their  boldnefs  and 
'  vigour.  We  defire  you  to  maffacre  all  the  Ro- 
'  mans  within  your  territories:  Hard  to  be  recon- 
'  ciled  is  popular  liberty  with  lordly  Maflers.     We 

*  delire  you,  when  you  have  finifhed  the  flauo^hter, 
f  to  apply    all   ihcir   goods   to   the  common  hjt  and 

*  benefit,   nor  to  fuffer  ought  to  be  concealed,  or. 

*  appropriated  by  particulars  to  their  own  feparate 
'  advantage.     We  defire  that  to  us.  as  well  as  to 

*  you,  it  may  be  allowed  to  inhabit  both  fides  of 
^  the  Rhine,  as   of  old   it  was   to  our  forefathers. 

Nature  with  the   fame  equal   hand,  that  upon  all 

*■  men   bellows   the   univerfal   bleffing  of  light  and 

day,  hvis  alfo  given  to  fuch  as  are  brave,  a  right  of 

*  poffefling  all  lands  and  regions  wherefoever  found. 
Refume  the  native  inflitutions  of  your  country, 
refume  the  hereditary  ufages  of  Germans,  by  fhak- 

<  ing  off  all  foreign  luxury   and  voluptuoufnefs,  to 

*  which  the  Romans  owe,  much  more  than  to  their 

*  arms,  the  eftabllfhment  of  their  power  over  fub- 

*  dued  nations.  Then,  like  a  people  in  their  pri- 
'  mitire  purity,  and  prime  vigour,  and  forgetting 

*  all  bondage,  you  will  at  leaft  live  independently 

*  yourfelves,  or  perhaps  bear  rule  over  others.' 

The  inhabitants  of  Cologn,  after  they  had  taken 
time  for  confultatiojij  when  they  found  that  it  was 

neither 
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neither  conHflrent  with  their  dread  of  future  dan- 
gers, to  fubniit  to  fuch  conditions,  nor  with  their 
prefent  fituation  to  rcjc<5l  them  openly,  made  an- 
swer on  this  wife  :  '  Vhe  flrft  occailon  prefented 
«  for  afierting  our  liberty,  we  have  fnatched  with 

*  more  ardour  than  precaution,  on  purpofe  to  be 
<  joined  in  union  with  you  and  the  other  Germans 

*  our  brethren.     To  the  walls  of  our  City,  inftead 

*  of  throwing  them  down,  much  fafer  it  is  to  add 
'  new  ftrength,  whilft  agalnll  us  the  armies  of  the 
«  Romans  are  thus  terribly  aflembling.  If  within 
'  our  trorders  any  foreigners  out  of  Italy  or  the 
'  Provinces  have  at  any  time  been  found ;  fuch  the 

*  war   hath   confumed,   or  they    are  fled   feverally 

*  home.  0(  all  thofe  who  were  tranfplanted  hi- 
'  ther  of  old,  and  are  linked  with  us  by  intermar- 

*  riaacs,  as   alfo   of  their   defcendents,    this   is   the 

*  native  country.  Neither  do  we  efteem  you  f<y 
'  mercilefs  and  unjuft,  as  to  require  Us  to  flay  our 
*•  parents,  our  brothers,  and  our  children.  All  tax'^s, 
'  all  duties  charged  upon  commerce,  we  declare  to 

*  be  cancelled  and  aboliihed.  Communication  and 
'  refort  hither  we  grant  you  free  and  unguarded, 
'  vet  only  during  the  day,  and  all  arms  apart,  till 

*  fuch  time  as  thefe  rules  and  inftitutions,  yet  new 
'  and  tender,    ripen   into  age  by   daily   habit  and 

*  ufage.  For  common  judges  between  us  we  will 
'  have  recourfe  to  Civilis  and  Veleda  :  Before  them 

*  the  compacl:  (liall  be  ratified.'  When  the  Tenc- 
terians  were  thus  mollified,  EmbafTadors  were  Cent^ 
with  prcfents,  to  Civilis  and  Veleda,  and  froiti  them 
obtained  all  thino;s  purfuant  to  the  wifhes  of  the 
people  of  Cologn.  But  to  appear  in  the  prcfonce 
of  Veleda,  or  to  fpeak  to  her,  was  refufed  them. 
T  ley  were  debarred  from  beholding  her,  thence  to 
gain  to  her  perfon  higher  veneration  and  awe.  She 
herfelf  remained  fhut  up  in  a  high  toWcr.     Thither 

one 
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one  purpofely  chofen  from  amongft  her  kindred> 
carried  what  the  confultants  propofed,  and  thence 
brou2:ht  her  anfwers,  like  the  minifter  and  inter- 
preter  of  a  Deity. 

Civilis  feeing  his  power  increafed  by  an  alliance 
wkh  the  people  of  Cologn,  determined  to  gain  the 
neighbouring  Cities,  or  to  make  war  upon  fuch  as 
oppofed  him.  As  he  had  already  won  the  country 
of  the  Sunicians,  and  formed  their  young  men  into 
Cohorts ;  to  prevent  his  further  acquifitions  Clau- 
dius Labeo,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  Betafians, 
Tungrians,  and  Nervians,  fuddenly  raifed,  fet  him- 
felf  to  withftand  him.  Labeo  confided  in  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  poll: ;  for  he  had  before  feized  the  bridge 
upon  the  river  Maes  :  And  as  long  as  the  encounter 
continued  in  the  pafs,  the  ilTue  was  uncertain,  till 
the  Germans  fwimming  acrofs,  afTaiJed  him  in  the 
rear.  Civilis  withal  flung  himfelf  into  the  band 
of  the  Tungrians,  and  whether  through  intrepidity, 
or  by  agreement  and  collufion  he  did  it,  declared 
with  an  extended  voice;  '  We  have  not  therefore 

*  had  recourfe  to  war,  that  the  Batavians  and  Tre- 

*  verians  might  exercife  dominion  over  thefe  na- 
^  tions.     Far  from  us  be  fuch  prefumption.     Re- 

*  ceive  us  only  upon  terms  of  alliance.     To  you 

*  I  commit  myfelf  without  conditions,  whether  you 

*  chufe  me  for  your  Leader,  or  difpofe  of  me  as  a 

*  common  foldier.'  With  this  fpeech  the  crowd 
were  ftruck,  and  all  fheathed  their  fwords,  when 
prefently  Campanus  and  Juvenalis,  two  Chiefs 
amongft  the  Tungrians,  furrendered  him  the  whole 
nation.  Labeo,  ere  he  was  quite  befet,  efcaped. 
To  Civilis  alfo  fubmitted  the  Betafians  and  Ner- 
vians, and  to  his  other  forces  he  joined  them.  He 
was  thus  become  mighty  in  fway,  fince  the  feveral 
States  were  either  awed  by  his  power,  or  willing  to 
follow  his  fortune. 

Vol.  III.  Ct  Julius 
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Julius  Sabinus,  the  while,  having  defpitefully 
pulled  down  and  broken  the  public  Tables  contain- 
ing the  Confederacy  with  Rome,  caufed  himfelf 
to  be  proclaimed  Cafar^  and  leading  a  huge  and  tu- 
multuous hoft  of  his  countrymen,  fuddenly  invaded 
the  Sequanians,  an  adjacent  State  perfevering  in 
its  fidelity  to  us.  Nor  were  the  Sequanians  averfe 
to  fight  him.  To  the  jufter  caufe  fortune  proved 
propitious.  The  Lingones  were  routed,  l^heir 
lycader  Sabinus,  who  with  notable  rafhnefs  had  pro- 
reeded  to  battle,  with  equal  cowardice  and  affright 
iled  from  it  5  nay,  in  order  to  raife  a  report  that 
ihe  had  perifhed,  he  {zt  on  fire  the  country-dwelling 
whither  he  had  fled.  There  he  was  believed  to 
fiave  fuffered  a  voluntary  death.  But  by  what  fm- 
-gular  artifices  he  lurked,  and  thence  faved  his  life 
yet  for  nine  years,  I  fhall  hereafter  recount,  as  alfo 
the  unfhaken  conftancy  of  his  friends,  with  the 
iignal  example  fhewn  by  Epponia  his  wife.  By  the 
viiStory  of  the  Sequanians  the  fury  of  the  war  was 
ilayed.  The  feveral  States  began  by  degrees  to 
recover  coolnefs  and  judgment,  to  confider  mutual 
right  and  the  obligation  of  treaties,  the  reft  follow- 
ing the  example  of  that  of  Rheims  :  This  people 
publifhed  over  all  the  Provinces  of  Gaul  a  propofal 
and  invitation,  '  for  affembling  their  feveral  Depu- 
*  ties,  to  confult,  which  conduced  mofl  to  the 
<  good  of  the  whole.  Liberty  or  Peace.' 

At  Rome  thefe  ta'anfadHons  were  all  reprefented 
worfe  than  they  were,  and  filled  Mucianus  with 
anguifh.  For,  though  he  had  already  chofen  two 
fignal  Commanders,  Gallus  Anniu&,  and  Petilius 
Cerialis,  he  feared  that  they  would  fcarce  be  able  to 
bear  the  weight  of  the  war.  Neither  was  it  fafe  to 
leave  the  City  without  a  ruler.  He  dreaded  the 
fpirit  of  Domitian,  purfuing  his  head-ftrong  lufts. 
JEie  diilrufted  Antonius  Primus  and  Arriws  Varus, 

ad 
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as  above  I  have  related.  Varus,  who  commanded 
the  Priftorian  Guards,  was  thence  vefteJ  with  power 
and  arms.  Him  Mucianus  difplaced,  and,  as  fomc 
folacement  for  his  lofs,  fet  him  over  the  public 
ftores  of  grain.  Moreover,  to  mollify  Domitian, 
who  wanted  not  afFedion  for  Varus,  he  beflowed 
the  Command  of  the  Guards  upon  Arretinus  Cle- 
mens, one  nearly  allied  to  the  houfe  of  Vefpafian, 
and   very  dear   to  Domitian.     He  urged,  '  That 

*  under  the  Emperor  Caligula,  the  father  of  Ar- 

*  retinus  had  glorioufly  difcharged  the  fame  truft  : 

*  It   was   a  name   well-pleafmg   to  the   foldiery  j 

*  and  though  he  were  by  rank  a  Senator,  he  was 
'  equal  to  both  fun(?tions.'  In  the  intended  expedi- 
tion were  employed  all  men  of  eminent  quality  ia 
the  City  ;  as  were  others  through  application  and 
intereft  :  And  now  Domitian  and  Mucianus  equip- 
ped themfelves  for  war,  with  fpirits  very  different ; 
the  former  preffing  and  impatient  from  views  of  his 
own,  and  the  fire  of  youth  ;  the  latter  devifingpro- 
craftinations  and  delays,  thence  to  check  his  ar- 
dour, left,  following  the  impetuofity  of  his  age, 
and  inftigated  by  mifchievous  prompters,  were  he 
once  mafter  of  the  army,  he  might  diiconcert  all 
meafures,  whether  for  peace  or  war.  There  were 
led  over  the  Alps  the  fixth  and  eighth  Legions, 
thefe  who  had  lately  proved  conquerors,  as  alfo 
the  one  and  twentieth  of  the  Vitellian  Legions, 
and  the  fecond  of  the  new  levies,  by  diiFerent  routs, 
feme  over  the  Penine  and  Cottian  mountams,  fome 
over  the  Graian.  From  Britain  v/as  called  away 
the  fourteenth  Legion  ;  as  from  Spain  were  the 
fixth  and  tenth.  The  Cities  therefore  of  the  Gauls, 
quickned  by  the  tidings  which  flew  of  the  advance 
of  the  army,  and  difpofed  of  themfelves  to  gentler 
counfels,  aflembled  at  Rheims.  There  waited  here 
EmbafTadors  from  the  Treverians,  particulary  Tul- 
lius  Valentinus,  an  incendiary  vehemently  exciting 

Q.  Z  wa*. 
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war.  He,  in  an  harangue  purpofely  framed,  vent- 
ed a  torrent  of  all  the  grievances  and  evils  com- 
monly objedled  to  great  empires,  with  many  con- 
tumelies and  odious  imputations  upon  the  Romans  ; 
for  he  had  a  turbulent  fpirit,  fit  to  roufe  infurrec- 
tons,  and  was  favoured  by  many  for  his  intempe- 
rate eloquence. 

But  Julius  Aufpex,  one  of  the  Chiefs  in  the  State 
of  Rheims,  difplayed  at  large  the  might  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and   the  blefiings  of  peace,  fhewed,  '  That 

*  war  might  be  undertaken  even  by  the  fpiritlefs  and 

*  cowardly,  but  muft  be  conducfted  at  the  peril  of 

*  all   the  a^live   and  brave,  and  that  already  over 

*  their  heads  hung  the  terrour  and  vengeance  of  the 

*  Legions.'  He  tlius  reftraii  ed  all  who  had  fupe- 
rior  prudence,  by  the  motives  of  reverence  and 
allegiance,  all  the  younger  men  by  thofe  of  dan- 
ger and  fear.  Thus  they  extolled  the  magnanimity 
of  Valentinus,  but  followed  the  counfel  of  Aufpex. 
Towards  the  Treverians  and  Lingones  it  is  certain 
it  proved  matter  of  difguft  and  objection  amongft 
the  Gauls,  that  in  the  infurreclion  of  V index,  they 
had  adhered  toVerginius.  From  purfuing  a  general 
confederacy  many  v/ere  deterred  by  the  mutual  jea- 
loufy  and  competition  of  the  feveral  Provinces.  It 
was  afked,  '  Where  muft  be  the  head  of  the  war  ? 
'  Whither   muft  they  recur  for  fupreme  authority 

*  and  the  diredion  of  the  Aufpices?   and,  fhould 

*  all  their  purfuits  profper,  what  place  would  they 

*  chufe  for  the  feat  of  Empire  .?*  No  vi6lory  had 
they  gained,  yet  already  were  they  jarring.  Some 
boafted  their  alliances,  fome  their  wealth  and  forces, 
others  their  antiquity  ;  and  from  all  thefe  each 
claimed  fjperior  prerogative  and  rule.  From  their 
anxiety  about  future  uncertainties  and  events,  they 
at  laft  agreed  to  acquiefce  in  their  prefent  condition, 
'Jo  the  Treverians  letters  were  written  in  the  name 
cf  rhe  States  of  Gaul,  '  to  lay  down  their  arms 

*  whilft 
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*  whilft  their  pardon  was  yet  to  be  procured,  and 

*  their  friends  ready  to   intercede  for  them,  if  they 

*  manifefted  remorfe.'  7' his  counfel  the  fame  Va- 
lentinus  oppofed  ;  and  againfl  it  fhut  the  ears  of  his 
Nation ;  not  that  he  was  fo  intent  upon  providing 
for  war,  as  afliduous  in  popular  harangues. 

In  truth,  nor  Treverians  nor  Lingones,  nor  others 
of  the  revolted  nations,  a6led  fuitably  to  the  mighty 
peril  and  difficulty  which  they  had  ventured  to  en- 
counter. Even  their  Leaders  united  not  to  pro- 
mote the  common  intereft  :  Civilis  was  tracing  the 
Belgic  defarts,  with  defign  to  take  Claudius  Labeo, 
or  to  drive  him  away.  Clafficus  was  moftly  im- 
merfed  in  floth  and  eafe,  as  if  his  Monarchy  were 
eftablifhed  in  fecurity,  and  he  were  thus  enjoying  it. 
Nor,  indeed,  did  Tutor  haften  to  fortify  with  gar- 
rifons  the  upper  bank  of  the  Rhine,  no  more  than 
the  ridges  and  pafles  of  the  Alps.  During  all  this 
the  twenty-firft  Legion  forced  an  entrance  by  th« 
way  of  Vindonifla,  as  did  Sextilius  Felix  with  the 
auxiliary  Cohorts  through  Rhoetia.  To  thefe  there 
joined  themfelves  the  Squadron  of  horfe  entitled  the 
Singular^  who  had  been  formerly  called  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  Vitellius,  and  then  efpoufed  the  party  of 
Vefpafian.  Over  them  commanded  Julius  Hrigan- 
tlcus,  fifter's  fon  to  Civilis,  hated  by  his  uncle  and 
hating  him  :  Such  ufually  are  the  enmities  of  re- 
lations, of  all  others  the  keeneft.  Tutor  to  his 
Treverian  forces,  already  augmented  by  a  frefh  le- 
vy of  the  Vangiones,  Ceracatians  and  Tribocians, 
added  a  reinforcement  of  Veteran  foot  and  horfe. 
Thefe  legionary  foldiers,  debauched  by  promifes, 
or  vanquifiied  by  fear,  at  firft  flew  a  Cohort  fent 
before  the  reft  by  Sextilius  Felix,  but  anon  feeing  the 
Roman  Leaders  and  Armies  approach,  by  an  honour- 
able defertion  returned  again  to  us.  Their  example 
was  followed  by  the  Tribocians,  the  Vangiones  and 
•Ceracatians.  Tutor  accompanied  by  the  Treve- 
0^3  ^^^"s. 
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rians,  avoiding  Magontiacum,  retired  to  Bingium> 
confiding  in  the  fituation  of  the  place,  for  that  he 
had  broken  the  bridge  upon  the  river  Nava.  But 
by  the  Cohorts  who,  under  the  condud  of  Sexti- 
lius,  purfued  him  and  had  difcovered  a  ford,  he  was 
furprized  and  routed.  By  this  defeat  the  Treveriaiis 
were  thoroughly  ftruck  and  humbled.  1  he  com- 
mon fort  cad  away  their  arms,  and  flraggjed  over 
the  fields.  Some  of  their  Chiefs,  to  appear  the  firft 
who  had  renounced  the  war,  repaired  for  fandfuary 
to  the  cities  which  had  not  relinquifhed  their  alliance 
"with  Rome.  The  Legions,  whom  I  have  above 
related  to  have  been  removed  from  Novefium  and 
Bonn  to  the  State  of  the  Treverians,  renewed  of 
their  own  accord  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Vefpafian. 
Thefe  tranf2(5lions  happened  in  the  abfence  of  Va- 
jentinus.  As  he  hafled  to  return,  full  of  rage,  .and 
.bent  upon  reviving  univerfal  confufion  and  calamity^ 
the  Legions  withdrew  to  the  Medlomatricians,  a 
people  confederate  \/ith  us.  Valentinus  and  Tutor 
urged  the  Treverians  again  to  arms,  and  caufed 
Herenniusand  Numifius,  Commanders  of  Legions, 
to  be  (lain,  thence  to  ftrengthen  the  common  band 
of  iniquity  and  guilt,  by  precluding  all  hopes  of 
pardon. 

Such  was  the  flate  of  the  war,  when  Petiliua 
Cerialis  arrived  at  Magontiacum.  By  his  arrival, 
confident  hopes  were  raifcd.  He  himfelf,  pafTionate 
for  fighting,  and  rather  brave  in  defpifmg  the  enemy 
than  circumfped  to  ward  againft  them,  by  the  bold- 
nefs  and  defiance  of  his  language  fired  the  minds 
of  the  foldiery  :  For  he  refolved,  on  the  firft  oc- 
cafion  of  meeting  the  enemy,  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  battle.  The  levies  made  amongft  the  Gauls 
he  fent  home  again  to  their  refpedive  cities,  with 
orders  to  declare  there,  «  That  for  the  defence  of 
*  the  Roman  Empire  the  Roman  Legions  fufficed. 

'  Our 
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*  Our  allies  might  return  to  the  cafe  and  occupa*- 
'  tions  of  peace,   in  the  fame  fecurity  as  if  the  war 

*  were  ended,  fince  the  Roman  bands  had  now  un- 

*  dertaken  it.'  This  behaviour  augmented  the  duty 
and  fubmiffion  of  the  Gauls.  For,  having  reco- 
vered again  the  youth  of  their  country,  they  bore 
with  the  greater  patience  the  exaction  of  Tribute, 
They  indeed  proved  the  more  obfequious  for  being 
contemned.  But  Civilis  and  Clafficus,  when  they 
learnt,  that  Tutor  was  defeated,  the  Treverians 
flaughtered,  all  things  profperous  to  their  enemies, 
were  under  great  hurry  and  affright,  and  gathering 
together  their  fcattered  forces  warned  Valentinus 
the  while,  by  repeated  meflages,  not  to  risk  the 
whole  caufe  in  a  battle.  Hence  with  the  more  ra- 
pidity Cerialis  moved;  and  having  fent  certain  per- 
fons  into  the  region  of  the  Mediomatricians,  with 
direcSlions  to  lead  the  Legions  there  by  a  {hotter 
way  againft  the  foe,  he  drew  into  one  body  what- 
ever foldiers  he  found  at  Magontiacum,  with  all 
that  he  had  brought  over  the  Alps,  and  in  three 
inarches  reached  Rigodulum  ;  a  place  where  Va* 
lentinus,  with  a  numerous  band  of  Treverians, 
was  ported,  defended  and  enclofed  by  the  moun- 
tains and  the  river  Mofelle.  He  had  befides  added 
deep  trenches,  with  barricades  of  huge  flones.  Thefe 
bulwarks  daunted  not  the  Roman  General,  nor 
ftayed  him  from  ordering  the  foot  to  force  a  paflag^, 
nor  from  leading  the  horfe  in  battle  array  up  the 
hill,  in  contempt  of  the  enemy,  as  men  who  were 

levied  at  random,  and  could  derive  no  fuch  aid 
from  their  fituation,  but  that  his  would  find  ftill 
more  in  their  own  bravery.  In  mounting  the  afcent 
fome  fmall  ftay  was  found,  from  the  great  flight  of 
the  enemies  mifUve  weapons.  The  moment  they 
clofed  hand  to  hand  thef  were  thrown  down,  and 
tumbled  like  the  ruins  of  a  falling  edifice.  More- 
Q.  4  over, 
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over,  part  of  the  cavalry  wheeling  round  the  more 
level  brows  of  the  mountain,  took  the  moft  illu- 
flrious  Belgians,  and  amongfl:  them  Valentinus  th^ 
General. 

Cerialis  on  the  day  following  entered  the  Colony 
of  the  Treverians,  and  the  foidiers  were  paiTionate 
for  deftroying  the    City,    for  that  '  thio   was  the 

*  birth  place  of  LlafTicus,  this  that  of  Tutor ;  men 

*  by  whofe  barbarous  wickednefs  the  Legions  were 

*  befieged  and  flain.  What  guilt  fo  mighty  had 
'  Cremona  incu-^red,  a  City  erafcd   from  the  bo- 

*  fom  of  Italy  only  for  having  poflponed  for  a  fmgle 

*  night  the  glory   of   the  conqiierors  ?    Upon  the 

*  hoftile  borders  of  Germany  ftood  this  Capital  un- 

*  touched,  nay,  triumphing  in  the  fpoils,  triumph- 

*  ing  in  the  flaughter  of   our  armies  and  Com- 

*  manders.  The  plunder  of  the  place  left  the  Ex- 
«  chequer  reap.     To  themfelves,    to  the  foidiers, 

*  the  conflagration   of  the  place  and  utter  ruin  of 

*  a  Colony  fo  rebellious,  would  be  abundant  fa- 
'  tisfa(ftion,  fuch  as  would   compenfate  the  lofs  and 

*  deftrucStion  of  fo  many  Camps.'  Cerialis  dread- 
ing infamy  to  himfelf,  ihould  he  be  thought  to 
inure  the  foldiery  to  licentioufnefs  and  cruelty,  re- 
buked their  rage,  and  they  obeyed  j  for  fmce  the 
divil  wars  had  ceafed,  they  were  more  tra(£labie  and 
obfervant  in  fuch  as  were  foreign.  From  this  bent 
another  objecSl  diverted  their  attention,  even  the 
miferable  afpe<St  of  the  Legions  called  from  the  State 
of  the  Mediomatricians.  Sad  and  dejedled  they 
flood,  filled  with  compundion  for  their  ignominy 
and  crimes,  their  eyes  unmoveably  flxt  upon  the 
ground.  Bttween  the  two  armies,  when  they  joined, 
no  mutual  falutation  enfued.  To  fuch  as  offered 
them  confolation,  to  thofe  who  exhorted  them  to 
be  of  good  chear,  they  made  no  anfwer,  feeking 
to  hide  themfelves  in  their  tents,  and  flying  the  light. 

Nor 
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Nor  (o  much  through  peril  or  apprehenfion  were 
they  thus  confounded,  as  through  fhame  and  dif- 
honour.  Under  confternation  too  remained  the 
other  body,  they  who  had  juft  been  conquerors. 
As  by  arguments  therefore  and  fuppUcations  they 
durft  not  intercede  for  themfelves,  they  implored 
their  pardon  by  filence  and  weeping,  till  Cerialis 
pacified  their  minds.     He  urged,  '  That  whatever 

*  had  happened  through  the  turbulence  of  the  fol- 

*  diers,  thediflention  of  their  Commanders,  or  the 

*  wicked   artifices  of  their  enemies,  had   been  no 

*  other  than  the  inevitable  operations  of  fate.  This 

*  day  they  mufl  confider  as  the  firfl  day  of  their 

*  warfare  and  allegiance.     Their  offences  pafl  nei- 

*  ther  the  Emperor  nor  himfelf  would  remember.' 
They  were  then  received  into  the  fame  Camp,  and 
through  every  company  an  order  was  publffhed, 
that  upon  any  contefl  or  difpute,  no  one  fhould 
prefume  to  reproach  his  fellow-foldiers  with  any 
paft  infurre£^ion  or  defeat.  Anon  having  afTembled 
the  Treverians  and  Lingones,  he  fpoke  to  them  in 
the  following  flrain. 

<  The  faculty  of  eloquence  I  never  cultivated  ; 

*  and  it  is  only  by  arms  that  I   have  afTerted  and 

*  maintained  the  magnanimity  of  the  Romans.  But 

*  fmce  with  you  words  are  found  of  fuch  exceed- 

*  ing  weight;  fmce  good  and  evil  are  not  efl:imated 

*  by  their  qualities  and  nature,  but  by  the  clamours 

*  of  incendiaries  ;  I  determine  to  offer  you  a  fev/ 

*  confiderations,  which,   fmce  the  war  is  difTipated, 

*  may  be  more  advantageous  for  you  to  hear,  than 

*  for  us  to  have  explained.     Into  your  territories 

*  and  thofe  of  the  other  Gauls  the  Roman  Com- 

*  manders  entered  not  from  any  avidity  or  pafiion 

*  of  their  own,   but  at  the  earneft  fuit  of  your  an- 

*  ceflors  then  urged  by  intefline  quarrels  carried  on 

*  even  to  common  ruin  and  defolation.    Nay,  the 

Q.  5  '  Ger- 
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*  Germans,  called  in  for  fuccours,  had  faftened  the 

*  yoke  of  fervitude  upon  friends  and  enemies,  wirh- 

*  out  diftiniSlion.     Abundantly  apparent  it  is  and 

*  glaring,  in  how  many  battles  we  have  encoun- 

*  tered  the  Cimbrians  and  Teutones,  with  what  in- 

*  finite  fatigue  and  diftrefs  to  our  armies,  as  well 

*  as  with  whatfuccefs,  we  ha^e  conducted  fo  many 

*  German  wars.     Nor  do  we  therefore  guard  the 

*  Rhine,  that  by  it  we  may  fecure  Italy ;  but  only 

*  to  prevent  another  Arioviftus  from  gaining  the 

*  Sovereignty    over   the  Gauls.     Do   you  believe 

*  yourfelves  dearer  to   Civilis  and  the  Batavians, 

*  dearer  to   the  nations  beyond  the  Rhine,  than 

*  were  your  fathers  and  grandfathers  to  the  anceftors 

*  of  thefe  ?   For  the  defcent  of  the  Germans  into 
*.  the  Provinces  of  Gaul,  the  fame  motives  will  be 

*  for  ever  fubfifting,  even  the  gratification  of  their 

*  appetites,  their  avarice,  their  fondnefs  of  chang- 

*  ing  feats,  that,  forfaking  their  own  marfhes  and 

*  defarts,  they  may  poiTefs  this  your  fine  and  fertile 

*  foil,   and  you  with  it.     But  they  tempt  you  with 

*  Liberty,  with  fine  pretences  and  fine  names.   Nor 

*  did  ever  man  thirft  for  dominion  to  himfelf  and 

*  to  put  bonds  uporj  others,  without  employing  the 

*  fame  popular  founds.     Tyrants  and  wars  there 

*  ever  were  amongft  the  Gauls,  till  you  fubmitced 

*  to  our  jurifdiclion.     We,  however  frequently  pro- 

*  voked  by  you,  have  never  exercifed  the  right  of 

*  conc^erors  further  over  you,  than  juft  to  enjoin 

*  you  what  we  found  necellary  for  maintaining  pub- 

*  lie  peace.     For,   neither  can  nations  be  main- 

*  tained  in  repofe  without  arms,  nor  arms  without 

*  foldiers  and  pay,  nor  pay  without  tribute.     In  all 

*  other  matters,  your  lot  is  the  fame  with  ours.    It 

*  is  you  that  frequently  command  our  Legions,  it 

*  is  you  that  adminifter   thefe  Provinces  as  well  as 

*  Other  Provinces,    From  you  we  keep  nothing  dif- 
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'  tina,  nothing  wlthholden.  From  the  reign  too 
«  of  princes  popular  and  beloved  you  derive  equal 
'  benefit  v^^lth  us,   however  remote  you  live  j  and 

*  cruel  princes  are  always  ready  to  difcnarge  their 
'  fury  upon  thofe  who  are  neareft.     With  the  fame 

*  patience  that  you  bear  a  barren  feafon  or  tempel- 

<  tuous  rains,  and  other  natural  calamities,  learn 
'  to  bear  the  prodigality  or  avarice  of  your  Sove- 

<  reiens.  Vices  the^re  will  be  as  long  as  there  are 
«  men:  Yet  fuch  misfortunes  are  not  perpetual,  and 

<  by  the  intervention  and  return  of  a  better  lot, 
'  compenfationismade.     Unleis,  perhaps,  you  hope 

<  for  gentler  rule  under  the  reign  of  Tutor  and 

<  Clafficus,  and  that,   with  impohtions  lighter  tnan 

<  the  prefent,  armies  will  be  raifed  and  maintained, 

*  fuch  as  are  able  to  repulfe  the  Britons  and  Ger- 
<-  mans.     For  were  (what  the  Gods  forbid)  the  Ro- 

*  mans  expulfed,  what  elfe  muft  fucceed  but  uni- 
«  verfal  war  of  nation  againft  nation  ?  By  propi- 

*  tious  fortune  and  good  difcipline  for  a  courfs  of 
«  eight  hundred  years,  has  this  frame  of  h,mpire 

*  been  fettled   into  compaanefs  and  ftrength,  noi 

<  can  it  be  rent  afunder  without  bnngin|^deltruc- 
«  tion  upon  fuch  as  rend  it.     But  to  you  GauiS,  or 

*  all  men,  the  greateft  danger  is  threatened,  you 

*  who  poflefs  gold  and   wealth,  things  which  are 

<  the  ftrongeft  temptations  to  war.  Hence  you  ought 
<-  to  love  peace  and  cultivate  it,  to  love  and  reve- 

*  rence  Rome,  a  City  from  which  we  pofTefs  in 

*  common,  the  vanquifned  and  vanquiftiers,.  the 
^  fame  equal  privileges  and  proteaion  I/^ewa^'^- 
'  in?  from  experience,  from  your  trial  of  both  tor- 

*  tunes,  and  yield  not  to  a  fpirit  of  revolt  followed 
'  by  deftruaion,  rather  than  to  the  duty  of  fuh- 

*  miffion  accompanied  with  fecurity  With  this 
-difcourfe  he  calmed  and  encouraged  them  ;  tor  tney 

wue  apprehending  a  chaftifement  very  fevere. 

Q^  6  in* 
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The  conquering  army  were  yet  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  territories   of  the  Treverians,  when  from  Ci- 
viJis  and  ClafTicus  there  came  letters  to  Cerialis, 
andmfubftance  contained,  '  That  Vefpafian  was 
certamly  dead,  though  the  couriers  fupprefTed  the 
tidings  of  his  death.     With   inteftine  war  Italy 
and    Rome   were   utterly   confumed      Mucianus 
and  Domitian  were  only  names,   utterly  vain  and 
defhtute  of  flrength.     Now  were  Cerialis  difpofed 
*  to  afTume   to   himfelf  the  Empire  of  the  Gauls, 
they  declared  themfelves  content  with  the  extent 
and  bounds  of  their  own   State.     But  if  to  fuch 
'  a  propofal  he  preferred  a  battle,  neither  was  that 
what   they   declined.'     To  Civilis   and  ClafTicus 
iie  returned  no  anfwer.     Him' who  brought  the  \^t- 
ters  he  fent  to  Domitian.     From  all   quarters  the 
enemy  advanced   in   parties.      Many  cenfured  Ce- 
rialis  for  fufFmng  them  to  join,  when  he  might 
have  furprized  and  routed   them  piecemeal.     The 
Koman   Army  enclofed  their  Camp  with  a  trench 
and  rampart;  for  at  firft  they  had  encamped  with- 
out any  defence. 

In  the  German  hoft  were  found  oppofite  opinions 
and  debate.  Civilis  judged  '  it  neceflkry  to  await 
the  arriva  of  the  nations  beyond  the  Rhine: 
C  T^]  '^''',^  ""^  '^'^^  ^^^  ^^^"^^"  ^^^ces  would 
.  rv  u"'A  ^l'^'  '^'^'''^y  ""^  ^''^^^^^  ^"der  foot. 
Uf  the  Gauls  what  other  account  could  be  made, 
but  that  they  would  be  the  fure  prey   of  the  con- 

*  querors?  Yet  the  Belgians,  who  are  the  lirength 
of  tne  Gauls,  efpoufe  us  openly,  at  leaft  favour 
us  in  their  hearts.'  Tutor  maintained,  '  That 
by  procraftmation  and  time  the  power  of  the 
Romans  would  increafe,  as  their  armies  were  at 

«  fembl.ng  from  all  parts.     From  Britain  a  Leeion 

•  was  tranfported,  from  Spain  there  were  L^ons 
called ;  out  of  Italy  the  Legions  were  already  ad- 

'  vancingj 
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vancing :  Forces  not  haftlly  levied,  but  old  fol- 
diers  trained  in  war.  The  Germans,  whofe  com- 
ing they  therafelves  hoped,  were  people  fubje(Sl 
to  no  authority,  no  difcipline  or  management; 
but  guided  in  all  things  by  their  own  headftrong 
humour.  Of  money  and  prefents,  by  which  only 
they  were  to  be  corrupted,  the  Romans  had  far 
the  greater  flore ;  nor  was  any  man  fo  addided 
to  arms,  as  not  to  chufe  repofe  rather  than  dan- 
ger, where  the  wages  were  equal.  Now  were  a 
battle  forthwith  to  enfue,  Cerialis  had  no  Le- 
gions to  fupport  him,  fave  fuch  as  remained  of 
the  German  army,  and  had  flood  engaged  in  a 
confederacy  with  the  Gauls.  Even  their  fuccefs 
in  routing,  beyond  their  own  hopes,  the  tumul- 
tuous band  led  by  Valentinus,  was  an  incentive 
to  their  temerity  and  that  of  their  Leader,  Again 
they  would  afTuredly  venture,  and  thus  fail  into 
the  hands,  not  of  a  youth  void  of  experience, 
rather  exercifed  in  words  and  in  animating  po- 
pular aflembiies,  than  in  weapons  and  war,  but 
into  the  hands  of  Civilis,  the  hands  of  Clafficus. 
At  the  fight  of  thefe  Chiefs,  their  former  terrors 
would  rep'^fTefs  tlieir  fouls,  their  former  flight  and 
defeats,  their  former  famine  and  miferies,  with 
the  fad  refleiiion  how  often  they  had  been  taken 
captive,  how  often  holden  their  lives  at  the  merCy 
of  thefe  their  conquerors.  Neither  were  the  Tre- 
verians  or  the  Lingones  {laid  by  choice  or  affec- 
tion to  the  Romans  :  They  were  ready  to  refume 
their  arms  as  foon  as  their  prefcnt  fear  was  re- 
moved/ ClafHcus  ended  the  conteft  by  approv- 
ng  the  counfel  of  Tutor,  and  inftantly  they  pur- 
fued  it. 

In  arraying  their  army,  to  the  Ubians  and  Lin- 
gones the  center  was  ailigned.  Upon  the  right 
wing  were  pofted  the  Batavian  Cohorts  >  upon  the 

left 
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left  the  Bru*3:erians  and  Tencfterians.  To  the  af- 
fault  they  proceeded  with  fuch  fuddennefij  and  ra- 
pidity, part  defcending  from  the  hiiJs,  others  paf- 
fing  between  the  highway  and  the  river  Mofeile, 
that  Cerialis  whilft  yet  in  his  chamber,  nay,  in  his 
bed  (for  he  pafTed  not  the  night  in  the  Camp)  had 
at  the  fame  time  an  account  of  the  encounter, 
and  of  the  defeat  of  his  men.  Whilft  he  con- 
tinued reproaching  the  timidity  of  fuch  as  brought 
it,  the  general  havock  and  rout  appeared  manifeft 
to  his  fight.  The  entrenchments  of  the  Legions 
were  forced,  the  horfe  put  to  ilight,  the  bridge  of 
communication  over  the  Mofeile,  in  the  middle  of 
the  City,  feized  by  the  enemy.  Cerialis,  undaunted 
by  all  this  confufion  and  diftrefs,  with  his  own  hand 
flaying  and  rallying  the  fugitives,  daring  and  a(51;ive, 
though  void  of  armour,  amidft  fwords  and  darts, 
by  a  happy  temerity  and  the  acceffion  of  all  who 
were  remarkably  brave,  recovered  the  bridge  and 
fecured  it  by  a  guard  of  chofen  men.  Anon  re- 
turning to  the  Camp,  flying  and  difperfed  he  found 
the  companies  of  the  Legions  which  had  been  taken 
at  Novefium  and  Bonn,  found  the  foldiers  thin 
about  their  ftandards,  and  the  Eagles  nigh  fur- 
rounded  with  enemies.     Paired  with  wrath,  '  It  is 

*  not  Flaccus,  faid  be,  it  is  not  Vocula   that  you 

*  are  deferting.     Againft  me  you  have  no  treafon  to 

*  charge ;  nor   in  my  conduct  is  there  ought  that 

*  needs  to  be  excufed,  fave  my  credulity  in  trufting 

*  that  you  had  forgot  your  late  alliance  with  the 

*  Gauls,  and  again  recalled  and  held  faft  your  natu- 

*  fal  fealty  to  Rome.     It  will  be  my  lot  to  be  ranked 

*  with  fuch  as  Numifius  and  Herennius  ;  fo  that  of 

*  all  your  Generals  not  one  might  efcape  falling  by 
I  the  hands  of  his  own  foldiers,  or  by  the  hand  of 
k  the  enemy.  Go,  and  acquaint  Vefpafian,  or, 
I  which  is  nearer,  go  and  acquaint  Civilis  and 

*  Ciafficus, 
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*  Claflicus,  that  in  the    field    of  battle  you    relin- 

*  quifhed  your  Leader.  The  Legions  are  coming, 
'  they  who  will  not  fufFer  me  to  perifh  unrevenged, 
'  nor  you  to  go  unpunifhed.' 

Very  true  were  all  thefe  charge?,  and  by  the 
Tribunes  and  Captains  the  like  were  urged  They 
made  head  by  tingle  Cohorts,  and  fmall  companies  j 
for,  they  coald  not  poflibly  extend  their  line,  fince 
the  enemy  every  where  poured  in,  and  as  they 
fought  within  the  trenches,  the  tents  and  baggage 
proved  notable  obftru6tions.  Tutor,  and  Clafficns, 
and  Civilis,  each  in  his  ftation  were  all  bufy  ani- 
mating the  fight.  The  Gauls  they  prompted  by 
the  temptation  of  liberty,  the  Batavians  by  that 
of  glory,  the  Germans  by  the  allurements  of  fpoil. 
In  truth,  to  favour  the  enemy  tvery  thing  ccn- 
fpired,  till  the  one  and  twentieth  Legion,  finding 
a  larger  fpace,  and  embattling  themfelves  in  clofe 
array  ftood  the  Oiock  of  the  foe,  and  anon  repuJfed 
them.  Nor  without  influence  divine  did  it  happen, 
that  they  who  were  conquerors  fo  fuddenly  changed 
tlieir  minds,  loft  their  courage,  and  turned  their 
backs.  They  themfelves  declared,  that  they  were 
difmayed  at  the  fight  of  the  Cohorts,  which  at 
the  firft  onfet  had  been  routed,  but  rejoining  after- 
wards upon  the  tops  of  the  hills,  carried  the  appear- 
ance of  fo  many  frefli  fuccours.  But  v/hat  marred 
their  victory  was  a  wayward  conteft  amongft  them- 
felves about  the  booty,  to  purfue  which  they  quitted 
their  enemies.  As  Cerialis  had  by  his  negligence 
nigh  ruined  thecaufe,  fo  by  his  vigour  and  bravery 
he  reftored  it,  and  purfulng  his  good  fortune,  on 
th::t  very  day  took  the  enemy's  camp  and  razed  it. 

Nor  to  the  foldiers  was  long  fpace  allowed  for 
repofe.  The  people  of  Cologn  befought  aid,  and 
jofFered  to  deliver  up  the  wife  of  Civilis  and  his 
fifter,  with  the  fon  of  Cla/Ticus,  all  pledges  Mt 

with 
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with  them   to   bind  their  mutual   ftipulations.     In 
the  interval  they  flaughtered  all  the  Germans  living 
amongft  them  and  difperfed  in  their  houfes.     Hence 
their  dread   and  juft  petitions  for  protedion,  ere 
the  enemy  had  recruited  their  forces  and  were  pre- 
pared to  engage  in  frefh  defigns,  or  at  leaft  to  exe- 
cute their  vengeance.     For,  Civilis  too  vi'as   bent 
upon  proceeding  thither  furnifhed  with  no  contemp- 
tible force,  as   confiding   in  a   Cohort    which   he 
thought  yet  intire  and  the  moft  refolute  of  all  the 
reft    namely  that  compofed  of  Chaucians  and  Fri- 
fians,  and  quartered  at  Tolbiacum  in  the  territories 
of  Cologn.     But  he  changed  his  purpofe  upon  fad 
tidings,  that  by  the  fraud  of  the  people  of  Cologn 
the  Cohort  was  deftroyed  ;  for   the  former  having 
largely  feafted  the  Germans,  and   when   drunk  and 
afleep,  fhut  them  in,  fet  fire  to  their  dwellings,  and 
burnt  them  alive.     At  the  fame   time  Cerialis,  by  a 
hafty  march,  was  come  to  prote61:  that  State.     Ano- 
ther  terror   too  befet  Civilis,    left  the  fourteenth 
Legion,  in  conjunction  with  the  fleet  from  Britain, 
fhould  diftrefs  the  Batavians,  by  devaftations  upon 
their   fea   coafts.     But  this  Legion  Fabius   Prifcus, 
its  Commander,  led   by  land  into  the  territories  of 
the  Nervians  and  l^ungrians,  and  thefe  two  States 
were  taken  under  the  Roman  prote<5^ion.     Upon 
the   fleet   the  Caninefates,  without  flaying  for    an 
aflault,  made  one  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ftiips 
were  funk  or  feized.     Moreover,  a  large  multitude 
of  the   Nervians,  who    of  their   own  accord    had 
taken  arms  in  the  defence  of  the  Romans,  were 
routed  by  the  fame  Caninefates.     Claflicus  too  had 
a  fuccefsful   encounter  with  the  horfemen  fent  for- 
.  ward   by  Cerialis  to  Noveiium  :  Difafters    which, 
.  however  inconfiderable,  yet  by  being  frequent  and 
fucceflive,  impaired   the  credit  and  renown  of  the 
victory  lately  obtained. 

During 


Book  IV.        OF    TACITUS.  ^53 

During  thefe  days  Mucianus  ordered  the  Ton  of 
Vitellius  to  be  flain.  He  pretended,  that  civil  dif- 
cord  would  never  ceafe,  unlefs  tlie  feeds  of  war 
werecrufhed  and  extinguiflicd.  Nor  would  he  fuf- 
fer  Antonius  Primus  to  attend  Domitian  in  the 
concerted  expedition  ;  fuch  pain  and  jealoufy  he 
felt  from  the  love  of  the  fuldiers  to  Antonius,  as 
well  as  from  the  arrogance  of  the  man,  one  fo 
far  from  bearing  a  fuperior,  that  he  could  not  bear 
even  his  equals.  Thus  Antonius  retired  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Vefpafian,  where  he  was  received,  as  not 
fuitable  to  his  own  hopes,  fo  without  any  illcon- 
tenace  or  fournefs  from  the  Emperor.  The  mind 
of  Vefpafian  was  under  a  cor.fli6^,  on  one  fide 
fwayed  by  the  great  fer vices  of  Antonius,  by  whofe 
military  conduct  the  war  was  unqueftionably  ac- 
complilhed,  on  the  other  by  letters  from  Mucianus. 
All  the  reft  at  the  fame  time  combining  to  difgrace 
him  charged  him  witb^a^elHlent  fplrit,  fwoln  with 
pride,  and  overbearing  ;  and,  to  heighten  the  charge, 
added  the  enormities  of  his  former  life.  Neither 
failed  he  to  invite  enmities  by  his  contumacious 
carriage  ;  for  with  exceffive  oftentation  he  was  wont 
to  recount  his  exploits  and  deferts.  The  other 
Commanders  he  treated  with  defpight,  particularly 
Caecina,  as  a  captive,  a  mean  fpirit  that  had  tamefy 
furrendered.  Hence  by  degrees  he  funk  in  his  cha- 
ra(Ster  and  eftimation,  yet  from  the  Emperor  ftill 
retained  the  face  and  appearance  of  friendfhip. 

During  the  months  which  Vefpafian  pafTed  at 
Alexandria,  awaiting  a  fafe  pafTage  from  the  gentle 
weather  returning  with  the  fummer,  many  miracles 
were  wrought,  whence  was  fignified  to  Vefpafian 
celeftial  favour,  with  the  concurrence  and  defigna- 
tion  of  the  Deities.  A  certain  man  of  Alexandria, 
one  of  the  commonalty,  noted  for  want  of  fight, 
proftrating  himfelf  at  his  feet  implored  a  cure  for 

his 
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his  bllndnefs,  by  premonition  from  Serapis,  the  God 
whom  that  nation,  devoted  to  fuperftition,  adores 
beyond    all   others.      He    befought    the    Emperor, 

*  That  with   his   fpittle  he  would   condefcend   to 

*  wafli  his  cheeks  and  the  balls  of  his  eyes/  Ano- 
ther, lame  in  his  hand,  at  the  diredlion  of  the  fame 
God,  prayed  him  to  tread  upon  it.  Vefpafian  at 
iirft  derided  and  refufed  them.  As  they  continued 
importunate,  he  wavered  :  Now  he  feared  the  cha- 
rader  and  imputation  of  vanity,  anon  was  drawn 
into  hopes  through  the  intreaties  of  the  fupplicanti, 
and  the  arguments  of  flatterers.  At  laft  he  ordered 
the  phyficians  to  examine  Vv^hether  fuch  blindnefs 
and  fuch  lamenefs  were  curable  by  human  aid. 
The  phyficians  reafoned  doubtfully  :    '  In  this  man 

*  the  power  of  fight  was  not  wholly  extin£l,  and 

*  would  return,  were  the  obftacles  removed.     The 

*  other  man's  joints  were  diftorted,   and  might  be 

*  reftored  with  regular  prefTure  and  ftraining.     To 
,*  the  Gods  perhaps  the  cure  was  well  pleafing,  and 

*  by  them  the  Emperor  was  ordained  the  divine  in- 

*  ftrument  to  accomplifh  it.     To  conclude,  from 

*  the  fuccefs  of  the  remedy  the  glory  wou'd  accrue 

*  to  the  Prince.     If  it  failed,  the  wretches  them- 

*  felves  muft  bear  the  derifion.'  Vefpafian  therefore 
conceiving  that  within  the  reach  of  his  fortune  all 
things  lay,  and  that  nothing  was  any  longer  incre- 

.  dible,  performeti  the  taflc  with  a  chearful  counte- 
nance, before  a  multitude  intent  upon  the  'fruc, 
Inftantly  the  lame  hand  recovered  full  ftrength,  and 
upon  the  eyes  of  the  blind  light  broke  in.  Both 
events  thofe  who  were  prefent  continue  even  now 
to  recount,  when  from  falfification  any  gain  is  no 

.  longer  to  be  hoped. 

Hence  Vefpafian  was  feized   with  a  paflion  more 
profound  for  vifitlng  the  refidence  of  tlie  Deity,  to 
confult  him  about  the  Hate  and  fortune  of  the  Em- 
pire. 
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pi  re.  He  commanded  all  men  to  retire  from  the 
Temple,  and  then  entered  himfelf.  Whilft  he  was 
there  intent  upon  contemplating  the  Deity,  behind 
his  own  back  he  perceived  one  of  the  Grandees  of 
JEgypt  named  Bafdides,  one  whom  he  knew  to  be 
then  diftant  many  days  journeys  from  Alexandria, 
and  by  ficknefs  confined.  He  examined  the  priefts, 
whether  Bafilides  had  that  day  entered  the  lemple: 
He  afked  fuch  as  he  met,  whether  he  had  been  ken 
in  the  City.  Then  by  horfemen  purpofely  difpatched, 
he  fully  learnt,  that  he  was  at  that  inftant  eighty 
miles  from  thence.  He  then  underftood  the  vifion 
to  be  divine,  and  from  the  name  of  Bafilides  in- 
ferred an  efFedual  anfwer. 

Concerning  the  original  of  this  Deity  the  Ro- 
man writers  are  hitherto  filent.  The  archpriefb 
of  -^gypt  thus   recount    it ;    '  That   when   King 

*  Ptolemy,   the   firft  Macedonian  who   fettled  the 

*  i^gyptian   State,    had   with   w^^lls  fortified  Alex- 

*  andria  then   lately  built,  in   it  reared  a  Temple, 

*  and  inftituted  religious  rites,  there  appeared  to 
■*  him  in  his  fleep  a  young  man  of  fignal   beauty, 

*  in  ftature  more  than  human,  who  admoniihed  him 

*  to  difpatch   into  Pontus   fome  of  his  moft  trufty 

*  friends,   thence  to  bring  away  his  Statue ;  for  that 

*  fortunate  to  his  kingdom  it  would  prove,    and 

*  mighty  and  glorious  would  be  the  city  which  en- 

*  tertained  it :  That  the   young  m.an   having  thus 

*  once  appeared,  mounted  up  into  heaven  in  a  huge 

*  blaze  of  fire.'  Ptolemy,  ftruck  with  the  augury 
and  miraculous  apparition,  difcovered  this  his  night- 
ly vifion  to  the  ^^  gyptian  pr lefts,  whofe  profeilion 
it  is  to  be  (killed  in  things  of  this  fort.  But  as  they 
appeared  to  be  ignorant  of  Pontus  and  of  all  things 
foreign,  he  had  recourfe  to  Timotheus  the  Athe- 
nian, of  the  race  of  the  Eumolpides,  one  whom 
he  had  fent  for  from  Eleufis,  to  prefide  in  the  ad- 

miniflration 
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miniftration  of  things  facred.  Him  he  afked  what 
kind  of  fuperftition  this  might  be,  and  who  that 
fame  Deity  ?  Timotheus  informirg  himfelf  by  fuch 
as  had  frequent'y  pafled  into  Pontus,  learnt  that  the 
City  of  Sinope  flood  there,  and  not  far  from  it  a 
Temple  of  ancient  renown  amongft  the  natives, 
that  of  the  Infernal  'Jupiter^  for  that  by  him  ftood 
alfo  a  feminine  Statue  by  many  called  Proferpina, 
But  Ptolemy  who,  fuitably  to  the  fpirit  of  Kings, 
was  very  fubje(5l  to  dread,  as  foon  as  he  had  refumed 
his  former  fecurity,  more  bent  upon  feats  of  plea- 
fure  than  thofe  of  religion,  came  by  degrees  to 
neglect  the  purfuit,  and  to  apply  his  mind  to  other 
cares;  till  the  fame  apparition,  now  more  terrible 
and  urging,  denounced  certain  perdition  to  his  per- 
fon  and  monarchy,  if  its  orders  were  not  executed. 
He  then  direiled  Embafladors  and  rich  gifts  to  be 
difpatched  to  Scydrothemis,  who  then  reigned  in 
Sinope,  with  orders  when  they  were  ready  to  fail, 
to  repair  to  the  Oracle  of  the  Pythian  Apollo.  Calm 
and  favourable  they  found  the  fea,  and  the  anfwer 
of  the  God  void  of  ambiguity;    '  That  they  fhould 

•  proceed,  and  with  them  carry  home  the  Image 

*  of  his  father,  but  leave  behind  that  of  his  fifter.' 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Sinope,  to  Scydrothemis 
they  prefented  their  gifts,  their  fuit,  and  the  in- 
flru61ions  from  their  King.  The  Prince  of  Sinope 
found  himfelf  under  different  agitations  of  fpirit. 
Now  he  dreaded  to  offend  the  Deity,  anon  was 
frightened  by  the  menaces  of  the  people  oppofmg 
the  removal  of  his  Statue  ;  and  frequently  moved  by 
the  prefcnts  and  promifes  of  the  Embaffadors,  he 
was  difpofed  to  comply.  In  this  negotiation  three 
years  were  fpent ;  for  Ptolemy  fpared  no  intreaties, 
nor  cooled  in  his  zeal;  he  augmented  the  number 
and  dignity  of  the  Embaffadors,  increafed  the  fhips, 
and  added  frefh  ftore  of  gold.     T©  Scydrothemis 

then 


Book  IV.       OF    TACITUS.  357 

then  appeared  a  fpeilre  direful  and  threatning, 
warning  him,  '  no  longer  to  retard  vv'hat  the  Deity 
'  had  determined.'  Upon  him,  whilil  he  ftill  lin- 
gered, there  fell  calamities  manifold,  and  fore  di- 
feafes,  with  the  vengeance  of  the  offended  Deities 
manifeftly  purfuing  him  and  proving  every  day  mors 
and  more  fevere.  Having  called  a  popular  afTem- 
bly,  he  explained  to  them  '  the  injunctions  of  the 
'  God,  his  own  vifion  with  thofe  of  Ptolemy,  and 
'  the  fearful  evils  which  were  impending/  The 
commonalty  oppofed  the  King.  They  envied 
i^gypt  fuch  an  acquifition,  apprehending  evil  con- 
fequences  to  themfelves,  and  tumultuoully  encom- 
pafTed  the  Temple.  Hence  common  fame  heighten- 
ing the  marvel,  has  recounted,    '  That  the  God 

*  of  his  own  motion,    and  without  help,  conveyed 

*  himfelf  into  the  fhips  lying  clofe  to  the  lliore.' 
Infomuch  that,  what  is  prodigious  to  be  told,  on 
the  third  day  after,  they  arrived  at  Alexandria  ; 
in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  had  they  traverfed  fuch  an  im- 
menfe  traifl  of  fea !  A  Temple  was  reared  fuitable 
to  the  greatnefs  of  the  City,  in  a  place  called  Rha- 
cotis.  There  a  Chapel  had  ft©od,  dedicated  of 
old  to  Scrapis  and  Ifis.  Thefe  are  the  traditions 
of  moft  renown  concerning  the  origin  and  tran- 
fportation  of  the  God.  Neither  am  I  unapprized 
of  what  is  afTerted  by  fome,  that  he  was  brought 
from  Seleucia  a  City  of  Syria,  in  the  reign  of  Pto- 
lemy the  third  ;  or  by  others,  that  the  fame  Pto- 
lemy caufed  him  to  be  removed,  but  that  the  re- 
moval was  from  Memphis,  a  City  once  very  cele- 
brated, the  head  and  glory  of  ancient  -^gypt.  The 
God  himfelf  many  conjecture  to  be  /lifculapius, 
for  that  by  him  the  fick  are  healed.  Some  take 
him  to  be  Ofiris,  a  Deity  of  the  higheft  antiquity 
amongft  thefe  nations.  Many  think  him  Jupiter, 
as  accounted  the  Almighty  difpofer  of  all  things. 

Moil 
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Moft  of  all  imagine,  that  he  is  old  Pluto,  either 
from  apparent  tokens  and  indications  about  him, 
or  from  guefl'es  and  inferences  of  their  own. 

Now  Domitian  and  Mucianus,  ere  they  reached 
the  Alps,  received  tydings  of  the  fuccefsful  feats 
againft  the  Treverians.  What  proved  the  chief 
confirmation  of  the  vi6i:ory  was  the  captivity  of 
Valentinus  the  enemy's  General,  who  with  a  foul 
no  wife  caft  down,  by  his  countenance  declared  the 
intrepidity  and  defiance  with  v/hich  he  had  a£led. 
If  he  was  heard  in  his  own  v  ndication,  it  was  only 
for  curiofity,  to  difcover  the  fpirit  of  the  man.  He 
was  therefore  condemned :  But  even  under  the  hands 
of  the  executioner,  when  one  upbraided  him  that  his 
country  was  taken,  he  replied,   '  That  he  therefore 

*  embraced  death  as  a  confolation  and  relief/ 
What  Mucianus  had  long  purpofed  and  concealed, 
he  now  communicated  as  no  more  than  his  im- 
mediate fentiments  upon  the  prefent fituation,  '  That 

*  fmce  by  the  benignity  of  the  G  ds  the  forces  of 
<  the  enemy  were  broken,   with  an  ill  grace  would 

*  Domitian  proceed,  now  the  war  was  nigh  con- 
«  ciuded,  and  intercept  the  glory  due  to  another : 

*  Indeed   were  the  Empire  threatened  with  peril, 

*  or  were  the  Gauls  in  general  expofed  to  danger, 
'  it  behoved  the  Emperor's  fon  to  venture  his  per- 

*  fon  in  battle.  To  contend  with  the  Caninefates 
^-  and  Batavians  fmaller  Leaders  were  to  be  afTigned. 

*  Let  Domitian  retire  to  Lyons,  and  from  thence 

*  difplay  the  power  and  fortune  of  the  Empire  at 

*  hand,    neither   engaging  in   diminutive  hazards, 

*  nor  failing  to  meet  fuch  as  were  greater.'  Thefe 
his  artifices  were  well  underflood ;  but  here,  in  a 
good  mcafure,  depended  the  merit  of  obeying,  that 
they  were  not  to  feem  difcovered.  Thus  they  came 
to  Lyons.  From  thence  Domitian  is  believed  to 
Rave  tried,  by  fecret  inter- agents,  to  corrupt  the 

fidelity 
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fidelity  of  Cerlalis,  and  propofed  whether  he  would 
commit  into  his  hands  the  Army  and  Empire,  if 
he  came  in  perfon.  Uncertain  it  remained  what 
defigns  pofTe&d  him,  v/hether  he  meditated  a  war 
againft  his  father,  or  to  arm  him'elf  with  power 
and  forces  againft  his  brother.  For  by  fage  ma- 
nagement and  evafions  Ccrialis  eluded  his  fuit,  as 
that  of  one  who  with  a  childifh  fondnels  longed 
for  things  wild  and  vain.  Domirian  perceiving  that 
the  elder  men  dcfpifed  his  youth,  began  to  relin- 
quifh  all  functions  of  government,  even  the  fmalleft, 
and  fuch  as  he  was  wont  to  difpenfe  Under  the 
guife  of  rnnplicity  and  an  humble  mind,  he  buried 
himfelf  in  folltude,  feigning  a  zeal  for  learning  and 
the  iove  of  poetry,  thence  to  conceal  his  paflions, 
and  to  efcape  the  jealoufy  of  his  brother,  upon 
whofe  gentler  nature,  fo  different  from  his  own,  he 
put  a  contrary  and  malevolent  conftrudion. 


The  End  of  the  Third  Volume* 
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